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Illftoiy and adventures of the tzar who reigned under the nam6 (^ 
J>emetrius.-^eat8luinfelf ont|ie throne. — His chara^er,r— And 
a(rairination.^^Probably the real Demetrius. 

A M O N G the tombs in the cathedral of St 
"^^^ Michael' I had occafion to mention that of 
a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Deme- 
trius, whofe intricate and controverted hiftory 
was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan * Vaffilievitch IL left two fons ; Feodor, 
who fucceeded to the throne, and Demetrius, au 

infant, 

^ I had finsihed this chapter before the publication of L'Evefque'g 
Hiiloire de Ruffie^ That ingenious author hasyin his account of the 
perfim who ftyled himielf Demetriusy advanced many plauHble ar- 
guments to ihew, that he was probably not animpoftor 3 and though 
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infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care 
of his mother the tzarina Maria Feodorofna, and 
in the eighth year of his age was faid to have been: 
affaffinated by prder of Boris Godunof *. Thd 
real circumftances of this affaffination^ being pur- 
pofefy with*held from the pubUc, are varioufl/ 

they appear to me tinanfwerable, and it is eafy to perceive that h# 
entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes with af"-* 
ferting, " Plufieurs objeftions qne j'ai hazzfrdees contre Timpofture 
d'Otrepicf me parailTent d*unc grande force, jc n^ofend cependant 
decider la queftion.*' See Hif. dc RufT. v. III. p. ii6 to 236. It 
may ferve, perhaps, as an additional pr#of in favour of Demetrius^ 
that two foreigners, who yifited Ruflia, both unbiaited by national 
prejudices, and without the leaft communication, fhoiild hold nearly 
the fame opinion upon fb intricate a fubje^l:* 

• Muller relates from a Ruflian manufcript, that twelve perfon* 
were privy to the murder, amongft whom were the prince's nurfe 
and her fon, who perpetrated the deed ; that it was committed aC 
mid-day in the court-yard of the palace, and that a bell-ringer, 
who was upon the top of an adjoining cathedral, iaw the whole 
tranfadion. Petreius, aflcrts, that the prince was murdered during 
the confufion of a fire, purpofbly occafioned by one of the aflaiHns« 
Margaret and Grevenbuck (ay that the aflafiin was fon of the tsa« 
rina Maria's fecretaiy; and it is generally affirmed, that it happened 
at midnight.— The Ruffian authors naturally prefer thefirfl account, 
becaufe it was more difficult at mid-day to fubftitute a child. Xherc 
is no reafon to be furprifed at thefe contradi£)roiy opinions, when 
it is confidered, as. L'Evefque juftly obfcrves, ** que Boris fupprima 
*« tons les details de cet horrible affaire 5 qu'il trompa le t2ar ct le 
^< public. Le public fut done alors mal infbruit des circonftance» 
** de cet ^venemcnt, et le temps n*a pu y ajouter que de nouvelles 
*• obfcurit^s. D'ailleurs, cdmme le dit Margaret, bii obfervait en 
** Ruffie un fecret Ci profond fur toutes les affaires, qu'^il etait fort 
** difficile d'apprendre la v^rit^ de cc qu'on n*avait pas vu de fba 
^ ycux.*' V. III. p* %%ti 

related: 
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related : and the following parti culaiTS are alone 
unqueftionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of 
the young prince, was found weltering in its blood ; 
and certain perfons, confidered as the aflaffins', 
were inftantly put to death by the inhabitants of 
Uglitz. The accoufit of the 'cataftrophe being 
tranfmitted to Mofcow, Boris Godunof, after 
circulating a report that Demetrius had, in a fit 
of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, dif- 
patched his creatures Vaflili Shuifki and Cletch- 
nin to inquire into the circum fiances of his death. 
Having examined the body of the deceafed, they 
declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confinned 
the report. Maria Feodorofna, accufed of g^ofs 
inattention to her fon's fecurity, was compelled 
to aflume the veil, and confined in a convent ; 
many inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke freely 
concerning the murder, were capitally punifhed ; 
fome were imprifoned, and others baniflied. 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranfac- 
tion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely any 
fufpicions were entertained againft him, until thir* 
teen years afterwards a perfon made his appear- 
ance under the name of Demetrius : he declared 
that his mother, fufpicious of the attempts againft 
her fon'^ife, had removed him from Ugliti, and 
fubftituted another child, Vho was aflaffinated 
in his place ; and that, being educated in a con- 
rent, and concealed from the knowledge of his 

B a perfecutors, 
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persecutors, he had efcaped from Ruffia into Po- 
land. Being there admitted into. the fervice of 
Wiefnovitfki, a Pole of great diftinftion, he dif- 
covered himfelf to that nobleman, who warmly 
efpoufed his caufe. Boris Godunof, having re- 
ceived intelligence of this unexpedled claimant^ 
diffemjnated a report, that the impoftor, who af- 
fumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled 
Gregory or Grifka Otrepief ; and fpared neither 
threats nor bribes to obtain pofleffion of his per- 
fon. When thefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he 
difpatched his emiflaries into Poland to aflaffmate 
him. 

Wiefnovitfki, alarmed for the fafety of his fu- 
gitive, recommended him to the prote6lion of 
the fenator George Mnifliek palatine qf^ Sendo- 
mir ; a nobleman of great confequence in Poland. 
Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by 
that name) being acknowleded by him the right^ 
ful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon after- 
wards betrothed in marriage to the palatine's 
daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1 603 
was introduced to Sigifmond III. king of Poland. 
Being admitted to a public audience before the 
diet, he excited the compaffion of the affembly 
by the affeftinjg manner in which he related his 
adventures ; and though Sigifmond and the diet 
regretted, that the fituation of their country pre- 
vented them from openly fecbndijig his preten- 

fions ; 
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fions ; yet they teftified the* moft cordial at* 
tachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition 
onthofe nobles who might b^ difpofed to engage 
in his fupport. By the affiftance of his two pa- 
trons, Wiefnovitfki and the palatine of Sendomir, 
Demetrius entered Ruffia in the month of Au- 
guft, 1 604, at the head of 4000 Poles ; and be- 
ing foon joined by many Ruffians, particularly 
by the Coffacs of the Don, advanced almoft with- 
out oppofition to Novogorod Severfkoi, and 
routed in December an army of 40,000 men ; but 
was not long afterwards defeated, with great 
flaughter, by prince Vaffili Shuiiki general of Bo- 
ris Godunof. Eight thoufand of > his followers 
were either killed Or taken prifoners ; and all bis 
artillery and colours fell into the hands of the 
enemy ; his horfe was wounded under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

This overthrow occafioned the defeftion of the 
Polifh troops ; and Demetrius himfelf, difmayed 
with his lofs, would have retreated precipitately 
into Poland, had he not been diffiiaded by the 
importunities of his Ruffian adherents j iliany of 
whom believed him to be the true Demetrius^ and 
all dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof. 
Overcome by their entreaties he continued his 
march ; and, notwithftanding his late difcomfi- 
ture, was foon at the head of a numerous army 
of Ruffians, who flocked to his ftandard from all 

p 3 quarters. 
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quarters, l^^ot only the populace, ever prone to 
credulity ; but even men of the higheft birth and 
quality, gave credit to Jiis pretenfions : , not only 
the diftant provinces fupported his caufe ; but the 
ptople rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly pro- 
claimed that Demetrius had efcaped from his af* 
faffins, and claimed allegiance as their rightful fo- 
vereign. This infurreftion was immediately 
quelled ; but although Boris Godunof infliSed the 
fevereft puniihment upon his adherents, though 
the patriarch publifhed a ban of excommunication 
againl! him and his party, and though Vaffili 
Shuifki afSrmed that he had himfelf examined the 
body of the deceafed prince at Uglitz ; yet an uni- 
verfal belief fpread through all ranks, that the pre- 
tender to the throne was the real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. 

The fudden death of Borb Godunof enfured 
the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Borifovitch, 
declared fucceffor to his father by the patriarch 
and nobles who were prefent at Mofcow, was de- 
ferted by the principal generals of the Ruffian 
army, and by many perfons of diftin61ion. ' His 
troops at this inaufpicious junfture were fuddenly 
attacked ai^d defeated ; and thofe who efcaped 
were perfuaded to fwear fealty to his rival, who, 
flrengthened by this acceffion, advanced by hafty 
marches towards the capital without the leaft op- 
pofition: the highways were lined witlx people; 
4 the 
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the towns opened their gates with every demon* 
ftjiation of joy, while Demetrius fuppprted the 
prepofleflion of the Ruffians in favour of his birth 
by the affability of his demeanour, and the grace- 
fiilnefs of his perfon. Having publifhed a mani^ 
fefto to the inhabitants of Mofcow, with offers 
of clemency and favour on their return to their 
duty, they rofe in arms, flormed the palace, flran-* 
gled Feo^or Borifovitch, and recognized the title 
of Demetrius. On the 30th of June the new tzar 
entered Mofcow in triumph, and took poifeffion 
of the throne with univerfal approbation. His 
pretenfions to thifi crown, as real fonof Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch, were confirmed by the . public tefli- 
mony of Maria Feodorofna, whpm Boris Godunof 
had imprifoned in a diftant monaflery, and whom 
Demetrius, at his acceffion, releafed from her con- 
finement. Upon her approach to Mofcow, oix 
the 8th of July, he rode to meet her at the head 
of a numerous procefiion, and at the firfl appear* 
ance of her carriage, alighted from his horfe, and 
ran to embrace her. The tendemefs and affec* 
tion which both parties difplayed on this interefl-- 
ing occafion drew tears from the fpeftators ; and 
the ftrong expreffions of tranfport with which the 
tzarina openly acknowledged him for her fon, 
feemed to confirm the reality of his imperial li^ 
neage. Soon after this interview he was crowned 
with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated 

Upon the throne, in the poflTeiTion of which he 

B 4 ' would. 
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Vould probably have maintained himfelf by a 
conformity to the manners of his fubjefts, and by 
a prudent deference to their civil and religious 
eftabllfhment. But his avowed contempt of the 
Ruffian cuftoms, and his public negleft of their 
religious ceremonies, foon alienated the afFe6iion^ 
t)f his fubjedls, and precipitated him from the . 
throne as rapidly as he had afcended it. 

Margaret, who ]iad frequent accefs to the per- 
fon of Demetrius, has iketched his portmit in a 
Ihort but lively manner. 

** He had nobez^rd, was; 0f a middle ibture, and of dark com- 
plexion, his limbs were ftrong and nervous, and he had a yrart under 
his right eye. He was a6tive, fpirited, and merciful, foon oflfendcd, 
and as foon appeafed J liberal, ambitious, and defirous of making 
bimfclf known to pofterityj in a word, be was. a prince who loved 
JnonouTy and recommended it by his*own example *•** 

If we fliould allow that Margaret has concealed 
many of his defefts, and placed his virtues in the 
moft advantageous light, yet the acrimony j^nd 
injuftice which apj)ear in many parts of the folr 
lowing extra6ls from his charafter, as dmwn even 
by MuUer, the moft candid of his opponents, will 
prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit . 
credit to the reprefentations of his enemies. 

** The falfe f Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, 
and had one arm fhorter than the other, He would have been ef- 
teemed not deficient in wifdom, had he not been fo precipitate in 



• Margaret,p. 141. 

+ S. R. G. vol. V. p. 302, k^ 
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his conduct, and had he conformed his behaviour to the dlfpofitlon 
and temper of his fubje6^s. In Poland he applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of languages^ arts, and fciences $ he converfed in Latin * an4 
Poliih with fluency i he was well acquainted with hifto/y, and psu^n 
ticularly with that of Ruflla and the neighbouring kingdoms ; b^ 
was well verfed in muiic» and pofleired other liberal accompli(h<^ 
ments. On account of his addrefs and good fortune in obtaining 
the crown^ he was efteemed a magician. Warlike exercife and hunt- 
ing were -his principal amufemenfs. He had fome knowledge of 
engineering and artillery, was fond of calling cannon, and fhot with 
fuch (kill as to furprize the moft dexterous markfmen. He was 
zealous to improve thedifcipline of his army, for which purpofe he 
would often review his troops, inftru^ them in different manoeuvres, 
ftorm ramparts and fortifications; and as he was always foremoit, 
and the moil eager among the affailants, was often rudely handled 
in the fray. 

" Defirous to be efteemed a patron of juftice, he put to death fe- 
ireral judges who were convi£led of iniquitous pra^ices. But was 
not this mode of proceeding rather a proof of his inclination to 
cruelty? and might it not arife from a defire of ftriking terror into 
his fubjefts f ? , 

** His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both ex- 
travagant and ill-placed J he heaped bounties upon Polifh muficians 
and other minions, and drained the treafury by enormous expcncesj. 

Like 

t His underfbn^ing Latin has been urged againft him as a proof 
t&at he was educated by the Jefuits. Margaret, however, pofitively 
aflert»,that he was not in the leail acquainted with that language, f I 
eil tres certain qu^il ne parloit nuUement Latin, j*cn puis temoigner^ 
moins Je fcavoit il lire et ecrire. Ibid; p. 163. 

f A fuppo^tion which fhewd a (Irong difpofition in the oppofite 
^>arty to mifreprefent the moil favourable parts of his cond u€t, 

t The; accounts of his extravagance were grofsly exaggerated. 
He i^ faid to have given orders for a throne of mafly filver, fup- 
pcrtcd by fix lions of the fame coflly materials} and for a footflool 
«?pure gold, for the ceremony of his coronatjion, ftudded with 600 

diamondSf 
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Like all voluptuaries he Tiras fickle and impetuous. All his a6l;ioaii 
proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate re- 
iblutions to the moil prudent advice, and to adopt the rafheft mea- 
fiires. His fudden elevation rendered him infolent ; he was fo am- 
bitious, that even the Ruillan empire appeared too fmall to iatisfy 
his IttH pfdominion, and he extended his views to the redu6lion of 
Turkey and Tartary . His ebriety and incontinence were his moft 
notorious vices, which frequently expofed him in the eyes of t£e 
public Befide the princefs Irene, the daughter of Boris Gbdunola 
mJI who pleafed iiim were (acrificed to his deiires, without the lea& 
regard to rank or age •. 

On his acceffion to the throne he was cafy of a^ceft, but 
gradually became fufpicious of his fubjefls; he had a foreign 
guard, and oftten refufed audience to the Ruf&an nobility, when he 
admitted the Poles without referve. He feemed tp fummon the 
privy-counfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule^ 
If a Radian lodged a complaint againit a Pole, he could never 
obtain juflice, and infult was a^ded to injury. Prpbably this in^* 
iblence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes ; and his 
la]] would at leaft have been retarded, had he endeavoured to con- 
ciliate the afFe6i;ion of the principal nobles. But the circumftance 
which principally contributed to his lofs of popularity, was the 
little reverence which he profeffed for the ceremonies of the Greek 
church. On his arrival at Mofcow he entered the two cathe- 
drals witU drums beating and trumpets foundings lie paid nc^ 

refpe^b 

diamonds, 600 rubies, '600 fapplures, 6Qoeme<alds, €qo Turkiih 
Hones 'y ail of a large ftze, but fome of the latter were :asbig as Half 
91 pigeon*s e^g. It muft be remarked, that tbis footftool was al« 
Fcady in the treafury when Demetrius afcended the throne; ani 
was a prefent from the Sophy of Perfia to Ivan Vaifilievitch II. S. R* 
G. vol. V. p. 335. Manyfimilar ornaments employed at his c^ro- 
natioirliad been tifed by the former fovereigns, who were^rowuc^ 
witli Aflatic magnificence. 

* Thefe parts of his condudt were alfo greatly mifreprefented.. 
VEvefque affeits^ with great appearance of probability, that thefe 
reports of his incontinence were not founded in truth ; and parti- 
cularly denies that the princefs Irene was fSfftficed to lus defireSt. 

Vol. III. p. 2C2. 
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Ttfpe£^ to the clergy ; he made no diftin^tion between faftsand leftif> 
valsi would neither bow nor crofs himfelf before the facred paint- 
ings i he profaned the church by admitting foreigners at the time of 
divine fervice, and fhll more by the number of dogs which fol« 
lowed him upon the iame occafion. 

^ He was not only fo much attached to the Folifh cufloms and 
drefs as to prefer them upon all bccaHons \ but he even ridiculed 
the Ruffian manner6,«nd in every infbnce deviated from the ex^ 
amples of the tsars ^is predfcceiTor** Inftead of fhowing himielf to 
the people feldom^ and only upon extraordinary occaiions with a 
large retinue, he was accuftomed to traverfe the ftreets with a few 
iervanft^ ; he connnonly rode, and, as he was an occellent horfemaD, 
was generally mounted upon the inoft £ery fleeds ; he hunted fre- 
quently, had mudc at bis repafts, never ilept at mid-day, never 
bathed. Thefe trifling clrcumftances were regarded in fo ferious 
a lighf, that the omiflion of them renilered him the objefb of gene- 
ial hatred} and it was conmionly reported, that the perfon wha 
could fliow fuch a diftafle for the cuftoms oi his country, could 
never be defcended from the race of ancient fovereignt. It was 
an obvious infei^nce, to confider the defpifer of hl»fubje6ls as their 
enemy. Under fuch circumfbnces his deilru6lion feemed inevi- 
table-* 5 and yet near a year elided before any tumtilt broke oot. 

At 

• MuUer relates an account of a match with fnow-balls between 
the Ruffian foldiers and Poles; when the latter, at the command of 
Demetrius, filled the fnow-balls with fand and ftones, by which the 
Ruffians (blaue Augen und blutige Koepfe bekamen) received 
many black eyes and bloody heads. Such abfurd acculations do 
not merit ferious refutation. Many idle tales are alfo gravely ref- 
lated againO: him,; and indeed every circumltance of his conduS 
was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diveriions which 
he gave in honour of his marriage was ^ £ re-work^ in which a dragon 
was reprefented with three, heads fpitting out ilames. Such a fpec- 
tacle, being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians ; and 
it was reported, that the tzar had contrived it on purpdfe to alarm 
his fubje£ts. The Poles were not wanting upon this and all other oc •* 
caitons to ridicule the ignorance and (implicity of the Jluffians, 
which increafed the hatred agaix)^ them and the fovereign who 

^role^t^d 
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At length his marriage with a foreign lady clofed the fcenej 
and it would have been a wonder if he had continued any longer 
upon the throne.'* 

Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Ma- 
rina, the daughter of the palatine Mnifchek, he 
difpatched a fplendid embafly to demand her 
in marriage. The efpoufals were performed at 
Cracow ; and the bride, having mad^ her entry 
into Mofcow, accompanied with a large fuite of 
Poles, was lodged in a nunnery until the folem- 
nization of the nuptials : during this interval he 
difturbed the devotion of the holy fifterhood 
^Vith repeated feafts, concerts, and ball§, whereby 
he excited public horror, as a violator of religi- 
ous difcipline. By this infatuated behaviour he 
inflamed the difaffeftion of his fubje6is to fuch a 
degree, that a regular confpiracy was concerned 
againft him. The leader was prince Vaflili Ivan- 

protefted tbera. A wooden tower was alfo conftrufted near the 
city^ which» upon a certain day, was to be attacked with a cannon- 
ade and flornied. After the affafUnation of Demetrius, Vadili 
Shuliki publicly afTerted in a manifeflo, that Demetrius intended 
to take the opportunity, which the ftorming of this tower prefented, 
of maffacring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of the city 
were to be fuddenly fhut, the cannon to be fired among the people, and 
thofe who efcaped to])e hewn in pieces by the Coflacs and Strelitz, 
and the Ruffian nobles to be murdered by the Polifli troops. This 
ficcount, fo improbable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppoied 
confeffion of two Polifli nobles, to whom Demetrius fs faid to have 
reyealed it a day or two before his aflaffination ; but we may more 
juftiy believe it to have been a cahimny, invented by Vaffili Shui(ki» 
to render the memory of his rival more odious. Sec S. R. G. vol. 

^ . ovitch 
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ovitch Shuiiki, the fame perfon who had owed 
his life to the lenity of Demetrius, and on whom 
this aft of clemency had no other effeft than to 
render him more cautious in his fubfequent ma- 
chinations againft his benefaftor, Demetrius 
frequently received intimations from different 
quarters of a projected infurreftion ; the popular 
odium betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming 
fymptoms ; perfons were heard exclaiming in 
the ftreets, " The tzar is an heretick worfe than 
" a Turk, and not the fon of Ivan VafTilievitch. '* 
But, either from natural magnanimity that braved 
all danger, or from the iiiconfiderate levity of 
Jiis charader, he was infenfible to all thefe prog- 
noftics; and by obftinately perfevering in his 
unpopular conduft, feemed almofl to invite 
deftruftion. 

The infurreftion broke out early in the morning 
on the 17th of May. The confpirators fecured^ 
the principal avenues of the city ; the great 
bell in the Kremlin, the common fignal of alarm, 
was tolled ; and a confufed cry was fpread among 
the people, that the Poles were preparing to maf-" 
facre the inhabitants. Vaffili Shuiiki, who fe- 
cretly inflamed the public difcontents, led the 
way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one hand, 
and a fabre in the other, accompanied by a vaft 
multitude armed with the firft weapons which 
chance presented. This party, having overpow- 
ered 



ered the guards, bulrft open the gates of the 
])alace, and mfhed towards the royal apartment. 
Demetrius, awakened by the tumult, fummotic^d 
the few guards who were immediately about his 
perfon, tod fallying, without a moment' s delibe- 
ration, againft his aflailants, hewed down feveral 
of the foremoft : being foon overborn by num- 
bers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace ; but, clofely preffed by his 
purfuers, precipitated himfelf from a window into 
a court, and diflocated his tnigh with the fall. 

Being difcovered in this deplorable condition, 
he was re- conveyed to the palace, and brought , 
before Vaffili Shuifki, who loaded him with re- 
proaches for his impofture. Not difmayed, 
however, with the menaces of his enemy, he 
perfifted * in maintaining, himfelf to be the real 
fon of Ivan Vaflilievich II. and appealed to 
the teftimony of his mother, who refided in 
a neighbouring convent* The firmnefs and 
confiftency of his affeverations made a confi- 
derable impreffion upon many a£ the Ruffian 
foldiers, who peremptorily declared, that they 
wbuld prote6l him from all injury, unlefs Ma- 
ria Feodorofna formally renounced him as her 

• Mr. Muller &ys, all the kufllan writers declare, that he confef- 
ftd his impofture ; but it is certain that he did not j otherwifc, why 
did Vaffili Shuiiki repair to the convent to obtain the tzarina's 
declaration, when his own cbnfcffioa would have been fully Aifli*- 

ion« 
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fon. On this unexpefted declaration, Vaffifi 
Shuiflci, accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles of 
his party, repaired to the convent, and returned 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the prin- 
cefs ; " The real Demetrius was flain at Uglitz ;. 
the perfon who at prefent aflumes his name is an 
impoftor ; and I was conftrained by menaces to 
acknowledge him for my fon." On the delivery 
of this meffage, the unhappy monarch was in- 
ftantly facrificed to the fury of his enemies. 
Neither was their vengeance appeafed by his 
death, but extended even to his inanimate body ; 
it was pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and 
expofed for three days to the infults of the popu- 
lace ; it was then depofited in the public chamel- 
houfe, and afterwards * reduced to aflies, from a 
notion that the earth would be polluted by the 
interment of fo unholy a corpfe. 

The affaffination of Demetrius was followed by 
it general tumult ; the houfes of foreigners were 
pillaged ; and not only the Poles, who fell into'th^ 

 It feemSf by other accotrnts, that the body was firft buried 
without the city ; and that the multitude flocked in crowds to the 
place. ^* The common people believed that mufic was heard in the 
aiighty and that fpe6h%s were feen hovering about the place where 
he was buried. For thefe reafons the body was dug up» and (hot 
from the mouth of 9 cannon/* Schmidt R. (^. vol. I. p. 362. The 
tAuthor of the Ruffian Impoftor alfo writes, ** The people dug up 
his poor carcaie out of an obfcure grave, and after a repetition ^ 
barbarities upon him, they burnt the body, and fcattered the afhes 
in the air/* p. 1254 

hand3? 
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hands of the people, but even itiaiiy Ruffians whof 
wore the Poliih drefs, were maflacred. Though 
this ftate of anarchy lafted only ten hours, yet 
more than two thoufand perfons loft their lives. 
The dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the elec- 
tion of Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuifki to the throne 
of Ruffia. Manifeftos * were immediately pub- 
liflied, in which the new tzar juftified his conduft, 
and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of his. pre- 
deceffor, whom he pronounced an adventurer, 
whofe real name was Grifka Otrepief. He af- 
cribes to him an intention of extirpating the prin- 
cipal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the 
Roman catholic religion into Ruffia; accufeshim 
of holding a carrefpondence with the pope for 
that purpofe; infinuates that he had even pro- 
mifed to cede the provinces of Smolenfko and Se- 
veria to the king of Poland ; reprefents him as an 
heretic and a force rer; difplays, in the moft odious 
colours, his averfion to the manners and cufloms 
of the Ruffians, l)is attachment to foreigners, and 
expatiates with much art upon every part of his 
charafter which was moft likely to excite the pub- 
lic abhorrence. A few days afterwards a mani- 
fefto appeared in the name of the tzarina Maria 
Teodorofna, in which fhe apologizes for having 
owned the impoftor for her fon, and again ac- 

+ Mr. MuUer found thefc manifcfto* in the archives of Tflierdin, 
~S. R. Q^ 347. 364. }t6. 

Jcnowledgei 
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knowledges that the real Demetrius was aifaffi- 
iated at X^glitz ; that the impoflor, at theif 
interview near Mofcow, firft accofted her aloi;ie*, 
and threatened her and her family with the moll 
truel torments, if fhe refufed to recognize him aa 
iier offspring. 

All thefe allegations, however, thus urged 
againft the pretenfions of Demetrius, could not 
efface the prepoffeflSons entertained by the gene- 
rality of the Ruffians in favour of his imperial 
defcent. A frefh infurreftion was hourly expefted, 
and fome tranfient tumults took place, in which 
Vaffili Shuiiki narrowly efcaped deftruftion* In 
this critical ftate of affairs he had recourfe t6 art 
fexpedient, for the purpofe of appeafmg the pub- 
lic fufjMcionSi A rumour being fpread, that the 
body of the young prince, formerly murdered at 
Uglitz, had performed miracles, a deputation of 
feveral bifliops and nobles was difpatched to take 
up the hallowed corpfe from the fepillchrc, and 
to tranfport it to Mofcow. 

** tJpon op^iiing the tomb»** reUtes MuUer from the Ruilian ai> 
chives, ** an agreeable odour filled the wh^le church: the body was 
uncorruptedy and the yerjr clothes entire $ one of his hands grafped 
Ibme nuts tha,t were fprinkled with blood, and which ^h^ young 

, prince 

* Habe mit irh geredet ohne da6 jemand von den Bolaren, oder 
todern Leuten, dabey feyn doerfen. S. R. G. vol. V. p. 367. Mar- 
garet, on the contrary, who was probably pre;fent at this interview, 
lays exprefsly, *' apr£s conferences d*un quart d*heury fnpnftncid^, 
i§us let nobles et dfi aux dc la *f^ilUf Sec. p. 125. ^ 

VOL. 11; C 
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princo h^d been catimg at the inibnt of hit aflkffiftation. Hu i«Hd| 
were carried 19 great ft^ite to Mofcow : on their appros^ch to the 
city they were met b^Valfili ShuUki, the widow of Ivan Vaflilic- 
.vitch II. and a large concourfe of people^ and depofited with much 
fcleamity in the cathedral of St. MichaeL During the pnk%ifioii» 
many troubled with various diforders were miracaloufly reilored to 
health : after the body Was placed in thecathedral, thirteen fick per** 
fons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints by the inter- 
poiition of the faint, and the ikme number were healed on the en- 
foingdayV \ 

t 

Let us cantraft this account with the relation 
iaf the oppofite party. 

«* On the 4.th of June a difpjite concerning Demetrius arofe be- 
tween the Strelitz and the people, who aiferted that he was not an 
impoftor. The tzar and the boyars cry out. The people (hall liavir 
ocular deraonflration> that the true Demetrius was killed at Ug]itZ| 
his body is now removing tor Moicow, and has performed many ftu- 
pendous minicks. The boyars procured a poor man*s child, about 
thirteen years of age, cut its throat, and having eommitted it for a 
few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mofcow, ihowed it to the 
people, and declared that this was the true Demetrius, whofe body^ 
although long intended, was ftill uncorrupted, which the foc^ih 
multitude believed, and were ^peaiedf /* 

The reader will judge which of thefe two ac- 
counts is moft likely to be true. 

With refpeft to myfelf, I ihall only add, that 
having endeavoui"ed to, examine the hiftory of 
the Xzzx Demetrius without prejudice or partiality, 
I am ftrongly inclined to believe that he was not 

• S. R. G.vol. V..p. 371. 

f Payerne in Schmidt Ruff* GefT. vol. I. p. 364. • 

aM 
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an impoftor, but the real perfonage whofe name 
he affumed*. 

• For the hiftoiy of Pemetrms, fee Petreius Mofbov. Chron* 
fABTpinfs £ftat« de la RuHie, p« 18 and ig.-**! 11—175. Paytrae 
in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef. vol. II. and particularly Muller^s S. R. O. 
voL V. p. 181 to 380. That ingenious author has drawn together^ 
in one point of view, the principal events of this trouble(bme xn, 
amd has reconciled, as much as poflible, the contradictory accounts 
of the different writers: and though he has adopted the Ruffian 
pitjudiccs, yet he has given the arguments of jthe oppofite party 
with as much candour as could be expected from an author who 
wrote in Ruflia. 

Since the publication of this chapter, the death of MuUer allows 
me to declare, (what delicacy at that time prevented me from affert- 
Ing) his full conviction, that the tzar was the real Demetrius. *' As 
his impoflure,** he faid^ ** is an article of faith, I could not venture 
to publifh my real opinion In this country. But in perufing my 
account with attention, you will perceive that the arguments which 

1 have advanced in favour of the impolture are weak and incon- 
dufive.** He added, fmiling, " If you write on the fubjeft, refutc( 
me with freedom; but do not mention my confeffion during my 
life-time.** He then related a converfation with the emprcfs on 
this fubjeC^ when (he was at Mofcow. *' I am infoimed,** fhe faid, 
*• that you doubt whether Grifka was an impoftor j tell me freely 
what is your (pinion ?" MuUer refpeftfully evaded thequeflion; but 
being iiill further prefFed, replied, " Your Majefty is well ac- 
quainted that the body of the true Demetrius is depoiited in tht 
cathedral of St Michael ; that he is adored as a faint, and his relics 
perforin miracles. What will become of tbefe relics, fhould Grifka 
be proved to be the real Demetrius?" — " True," returned the 
emprefs) fmiling, " but let me know what would be your opinion 
if theft relics did not exift V MuUer, however, ftili prudently de- 
dined giving a direct anfwer, and the emprefs urged him no farther. 

This confeflion of Mr. Muller, who was the moft able advocate 
of the opinion, that the tzar was an impoftor, might perhaps render 
it unneceiTary to reprint the remaining part of the chapter, whicn 
iwas principally employed in refuting his arguments j but for the 
fatisfaaion of the reader, who may wifii to fee the ftatemenu on 
koth fides of the queflion> it is infertedin the Appendix. . 
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CHAP. 8. 



Of the princcfs Sophia Alexiefna*— Mifrcprefcntation of her cha- 

niftef. ^Juftification of her conduct:. — Her faH and imprifon- 

ment.— Unjuftly accufed of attempting to afTaffinate Peter. — She 
afTumes the veil. — Her death. 
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CARCELY any portion in the annals of thiji 
country is more important than the minori- 
ty of Peter the Great ; and no charafter more 
oTofsiy niifreprefented than that of his fift^r So- 
phia Alexiefna, who governed Ruffia during that 
period. This illuftrious princefs united many 
perfonal and mental accomplifhments ; but as flie 
headed a party in oppofition to Peter, the ido- 
latry univerfally paid to him has contributed to 
diminilh the luftre of her adminiftration. 

I was led into thefe reflexions from a vifit 
which I paid to the Devitch^i nunnery in the 
fuburbs of Mofcow, where Sophia was confined 
during the lad feventeen years of her life ; and as 
we have fcarcely any knowledge of her charaaer 
but through the medium of her adverfaries, I 
lliall throw together a few particulars, which in- 
duce me to judge favourably of her condud* 

Sophia 

• Three foreign writers have principally contributed to render 
tlic charaaer of Sophia extremely odious. 

1. The fiiil is Goi;don, in his « Lift of Peter the Greats But his 
tc&imony is extremely exceptionable, as well on account of his par- 
tiality 
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Sophia was born in Od^ober, 165S. Her fa- 
ther, Alex^y Michaelovitch, was twice married ; 

by 

tiality to Peter, as becaufe he was prejudiced againft prince VafilU 

Galitzin, Sophia^s prime tninifler, for having degraded his relation 

ii 

and patron general Patrick Gordonw See Kqrb Diarium, p. 216. 

a.Thefecond author is La Neuvilley in his '< Relation Je la Mbf- 
cowi" who dignifies himfelf with the title of envoy from the king 
of Poland to the court of Mofcow, and is generally fuppofed to 
have been resident in that city at the time of Sophia*s fall. His 
authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftionable, and the enemies of 
this princefs have not failed to cite it in proof of their accuiations. 
Any perfon, however, in tlic leaft converfant with the hiftory of 
RufHa, will perceive iu tbis woric th^^^rofleft c^lQtradidlions^ and 
the moft abfurd tales. The author, after loading the character of 
Sophia with more deceit and cruelty than ever disgraced a Tiberius, 
or a Caelar Borgia, afFefts the moft perftft knovdedge of the fecrct 
cabals between her and prince Galitzin : he aflerts their intention 
of marrying, of re-uniting the Greek and Latin churches, of com- 
pelling Peter to affume the monaftic habit, or, if that failed, of af- 
faffmating him, of declaring the children of Ivan illegitimate, and 
of fecuring the throne to themfelves ahd their heirs. And as if 
this chimerical projeft was furc of luccefs, he adds, prince Galitzin 
had ftili fiirther views : he hoped, by re-uniting Ruilia to the Ro- 
man catholic church, to obtain the pope's permiffion (if he (hould 
furvive So^ihia) to appoint his fon (ucceflbr to the throne, in pre- 
ference to thofe whom he (hould have by the princefs, while his 
wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts carry th^ir own refuta- 
tion, and the writer who retails tliem muft furcly deferve no cre- 
dit, even ihouid he be " Ic tcmoin ociil.iire," as Voltaire ftyles himj 
** de ce qui fe pajTa,'* But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow is 
a fuppofititious perfon ; the author was Adrien Baillet, who f^lcd 
himfelf de la Neilvillc, from a village of that nahte, in which he 
was born, and was never iii Ruilia. The ** Kelaiwn dela Mofco^'te"^ 
was publifhed at the Hague in 1699 j and was probably com ;?iled 
by the author from the vague accounts of fome of Peter's adherents, 
who in 1697 ac^com^^anied that Monarch into HoHand. ^ ' 

c 3 * In 
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by his firft wift Maria Ilinitchna, of the family 
of Milolaf&iy he had Feodor, Ivan> and feveral 
. princeffes, among whom was Sophia ; and Peter 
the Great by his fecond wife Natalia Kirilofna, 
of the family of Narifkin. During Maria's life^ 
her family enjoyed confiderable influence ; but 
after her deceafe, and upon Alexfey's marriage 
with Natalia, their power was eclipfed by the fu-- 
perior afcendancy of the Nariflcins, Hence two 
parties were formed in the court, and perpetual 
quarrels took place between the children of 
Alexhy by bis firft wife, and their ftep-mother 

In Menkenx Bibliptheca, La ^' Relation deb Mofcovie^* is men^ 
ttoned among the works of Adrien Bailler^ for an account of whom, 
^ jSj^Niccron, "Hommesniullres}'* article Ad. 5aillet. 

3. Voltaire hat contributed more than any other writer to fpread 
reports injurious to Sophia j but the truth of his narrative of her rlfef 
adhiiniftration, and fall, is liable to the ftrongeft objefltons s he 
draws many fa^is, urged againft Sophia, from the work of the fup- 
pofed Foliih enroy, LaNeuville, which has been ihown to be of ne 
authority, and extrafts the remainder almoft folely from certain 
^nemoirs, ^bkh were tran/hutted to him by order of the eropreft 
Eli2abeth, Jeter's daughter. 

Sut tbe violei^t prepoifefllons conceived againft the memory of 
this unfortunate princeis begin to fubiide. Muller has ventured 
to juftify her chandler in fome infbmceS; the author of the *' An- 
tidote to the Abb^ dc Chappe's Journey into ^beria,^* fpeaks of 
lier in a favourable manner ^ a|id L'Eyefque has evidently Ihewn, 
that her chamber ha» been grofsly mifreprefented. I had already 
finilhed this chapter, as well as the laft, before his hiftory made its 
appearance, and though the arguments of that judicious' hiftoriaa 
had no (hare in forming, tiiey certaif^y ^m^med roy opinion in 
jFsyour of Sophia. 

6 NfitaJig^s 
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Natalia. During this period, Ivan Michaelo- 
vitch Milolaflki, the head of that family, endea- 
voured fecretly to undennine the Narifkms : he 
attributed to their influence the increafe of the 
t^xes, and the delay in paying the troops, and re- 
proached them as the authors of all the grievances 
which were urged agaihft the government of 
Alexfey. By thefe and other artifices he labour- 
ed to render them unpopular ; and haying gained 
a large body of Strelitz *, waited for a favour- 
able opportunity to execute his defigns \. Oa 
the acceffion of Feodor, his relatione;, the family 
of MilolafAci, re-afiumed their importance, and 
the Nariikins were excluded from all fliare intht 
adminiftration of affairs. 

Sophia gained the affeflion of her brother Feo- 
dor, by the fuperiority of her underftanding, ia* 
fmuating addrefs, and unwearied attention dur- 
ing his longillnefs. To Jier the tzar, whofe infir- 
mities rendered htm unfit to govern, refigned the 
direction of affairs, and at her fuggefUon, placed, 
his fole confidence in prince Vaffili Galitzin, n 
nobleman who had greatly diftinguiflied himfelf, 
under the reign of Alex^y Michaelovitch^ for his 
political abilities. 

• Tfa€ Ru/fian itgiinent of guards were ^alic4 Streliu, orSh-ekH, 
until they were Ai|>pre(red, and the name aboli^4« by Peter ther 
Great. T . -. 

t S\uno]»kort Aufruehr der $treUtz«n, p. 4. 

c 4 Feodor 
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Teodor 'dying without iffue, April 1684, Ivbxl 
his brother, and rightful heir of the tl^one, was 
excluded from tlie fucceffion on account of his 
incapacity, and his half-brother Peter declared 
tzar. In regard to this event, the parti^fians of 
Peter endeavoured to eftablifli two pofitions; 
1. That he was raifed to this dignity in confe? 
quence of Feodor's exprefs appointment ; and, 
«* By the unanimous voice of the nation. 

With ref|)e6l to the firft pofition, tfee nogiina* 
tion of Peter *; when we confider, that Feodof 
was governed by Sophia and his OM^n family, it 
is not probable, that he flibiild aft in direft op* 
pofition t6 their interefts; and enfure, b jj. the no- 
mination of Peter, the adminiHration bf affairs 
to the Narifkins. This ftate of the cafe has been 
lately eftabliflied by a Ruffian hiftoriant, who 
informs us, from the authority of authentic re* 
cords, that Peter did' not owe his elevation to 
any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to 
the fuffrages of thofe perfons in whom the right 
of nominating the fucceflbr was vefted. 

In regard to the fecond pofition, the unanimi- 
ty of Peter's deftion ; MuUer, who, has explored 
the Ruliian archives with a view of afcertaining 

• . • . • . ' * : 1 - ... .  . ' •. 

<* * Feodor zvukt d*expirer, voyant que fbn frfyt Ivan, trop dif- 
graci6 de la nature, ^t incapable dersgner, nooaijia pot^r h^ritieir 
des Rufles fon fecQiid frire Pierre,^* &c. Voltaire. 

t rrince .SherebftU>f* S^ VapLltuir.^i^yoKv. p.5ct« 

. : thia 
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this point, can fupply us with no better proo£i 
than the following information * : 

^ Soon after the death of Peodor, all the Servants of the court, 
the officers^ and ecqlefkftic:!, who were then at Mo/cow, aflembled 
in the palace and conrt-yard to kifs the hand of the deceafed mo* 
narch ; after which ceremony they alio kifled the hands of the two 
princes Ivan and Peter^ the former of whom was ilxteen, and the 
latter ten years df age. The iU health of Ivan, the hopeful appear- 
ance of Peter, and the well-known prudence and viitue of his mo- 
ther f , indoced all who were prrfent to preier the younger to the 
dLkr brother, and 'unanimou0y to laiie Peter to the throne. The 
ttftoniih'ulg quiet and imanhnity with which this important a^air 
was accomplilhed, ieems to prove, that it was preconcerted by 
tbe patriarch and principal nobility. Tbe patriarch Joachim^ 
descended irom a noble family, was at the head of this tranf- 
aftion. The principal courtiers, ecclefiafUcs, nobles, oiHcers,- 
merchants, aQ4 a great concourfe of people, being afTemblod 
before the imperial palai:e, he deinan<Jed of them, whom they 
would nominate tzar, Ivan or Peter ? The queftion 'was extremlj 
umtfualy but, being juftified by the circumftances, was anfwered in 
favour of Peter. Probably the party of Ivan did not forefee that 
a younger prince, who was a minor, .would be preferred to his elder 
i)rother j an4 *u>€re iberefon not prepared ipmaki aty cppofition io tb$ 
fippointm^nt ^ PeUr. 

** Two cbntradidlory accounts ,of this nomination are given in 
two of the molt authentic records in the archives of Moicovir. The 
$r4 informs us that Ivan, as the eldeft, publicly reiwunced his 
^ fight to the crown^ before it could be conferred upon Peter : the 
Second makes no mention of this renunciation, but afctibes the 
appointment of Peter to the general wiihes of the nation/* 

• Von Peter's des Groiftn erftem Gelangung zura Thron, in 
Jour. pet. for 17^0. 

f This princefs was then fcarcely 24 years of age, and had 
given no proofs of prudence and wifilom.— L'Bvefque more juftly 
ftylesher ^jeune princeiie qui n'avoiipu feiaire encore aupund 
reputation."* 

The 
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. The firft record in the office far foreign affairs 
thus relates the tranfaftion ; ^ 

** And fbe patriarch Joachim, and the metropoiitads and arch- 
biihopsy and all the ckrgy, and the Siberian and KaiTimoviati 
princes, and the Boiars and Okoinitfhi, and the Donmnie-Diaki^ 
and the $tolnics and Straeptihi, and the nobility of Mofcow,^and 
the Shititfi> and the nobles from the country, and the (b)dieri and 
Gofti, and the i^ieitrhants and people, entreated the princet, Iran 
and Peter, that one of them would pleafe to afcend the hereditary 
throne of Ruifia»^* See* And the t!Bux>vitch Ivan iaid, << It being 
advantageous for the public that my brother the tzatovitch and 
great-duke Peter ihould afcend the throne of Ruffia, betavfi bis 
motbtr tbi tzarina NataUa it aliV4 » I, thejrefore, the, tzarovitch and 
great-duke Ivan, reiign the throne to the tzarovitch and great-dnfcd 
Peter* And the tear and great-dukeJPeter afoendcd the throne.'* 

N 

C 

According to the other record, which is in the 
Journal of Occurrences at court t 

f^ The patrurth denjands of the perfons aflembted fortf^e nomf- 
nation of the new fovereign, whom they would eleft Ivan or Pe- 
ter. And the Stolnics and Straeptihi, and the nobles, and the 
Diaki, and the.Shilitfi, atid the Dietibolraiki, and the Gofti, and 
the merchants, and the other people of different ranks, anfwered 
unanimoufly, that the throne of all the kingdoms of the great 
Ruffian empire bekmged to Peter Alexievitch: then the pa- 
triarch addrefled the Boiars, OkolnitOii, privy connfcllors, and 
j^rincipal perfons belonging to the court 5 and the Boirtrs, &c. an- 
fwered onanimoufly, The tzarovitch and great-duke Peter is, by 
the choice of a}l the ftatea and people of the Mofcovite empire, tzar 
and great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruflia,** 

We may remark upon thefe extrads, that be- 
ing compiled by the friends of Peter, even if 
they did not co^tradi^ each other, their aiitho- 
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rity would be exceedingly ^exceptionable ; nor 
could their lilence, with refpeft to any oppofi^ , 
tion, be confidered as a fufficient teftimony that 
the fuffrages in favour of Peter were unanimous ; 
becaufe his adherents would never record any 
particulars tending in the fmalleft degree to in* 
validate his pretenfions, or fuppoit thofe of IvaiL 
Befides, when we recolleft the . power of the fa- 
mily of Milolafflci during the reign of Feodor^ 
the influence which prince Vaffili Galitzin niuft 
have acquired from his office of prime minifter, 
and paiticularly the infinuating manners and po- 
pularity of Sophia, (all of whom M'^ere bound, not 
only by the ftrongeft ties of intereft, but even 
for their common fecurityi to fupport^ the caufe 
of Ivan) it is not probable, that the nomination 
i)f Peter was as unanimous as it is Tv prefenteA 
And indeed it is certain *, that a nobleman, nantx 
cd Sumbalof, objefted to the validity of the 
^leftion, becaufe the younger brother was pre- 
ferred to the elder ; that, his remonftrance was 
followed by thofe of many others, and that eve» 
the patriarch Joachim, who is efteemed by MuW 
fcr a ftrong advocate of Peter, foon afterwards 
embraceil the party of Ivan ; thefe circumftanceSr 
feem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
Jtjirone by the unanimous voice of tlie nation j 

 Sumorokof, p, 55— 57* - 

but 
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but that the fufFragcs of the affenibly had been 
furprized by the fecrct machinations of- the 
Narifkins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his no- 
mination vas obtained, received, as fole fovereign, 
the fealty of hia fubjefts ; and the government 
was entrufted to his mother Natalia. But the 
party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and pow- 
erful ; his eledion was not as yet confirmed by 
the whole body of StreKtz, who, to ufe the fpirited 
expreffioii of a Ruffian author, poffeffed above 
1 4, 000 armed votes * ; and their peculiar fitua-r 
tion at this important junfture rendered them fit 
inftniments of anew revolution. 

Jttft before Feodor's denjife, nine of thefe regi 
meats, quartered at Mofcow, having tumultu- 
oufty affembled, demanded redrefeof ilUtreatment 
received from their colonels, and an inftant dif- 
charge of all their arrears. Prince G eorge IdoU 
gorucki, their chief, having ordered one of the 
ringleaders to be. fci^ed, ftripped, and piiniihed , 
with tbeknoot, an immediate infurre<Si6n was the, 
confequence; the. executioners were infulted, and 
tlie prifoners refciied f- On the day fubfequent 
to the interment of Feodor, tlie foldiers proceed-^ 
ed in a large body to the Kremlin, and prefented 

* 141 98 bewafFnete ftimme. Sumorokof, p. i$« 
f Gordon, p. 70. 

a pelition 
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a petition againft nine of their colonels, who 
being delivered to them by the miniftry, were 
publicly whipped and difcharged *. Ivan Mi- 
lolaflfki inflamed the difcontents of this muti- 
nous body, and thougl^ confined to his chamber 
by a pretended ficknefs, contrived to hold feveral 
interviews with the ringleaders, who affembled at 
night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed of 
being prefent at thefe meetings, of diftributing 
money to the principal infm'gents, and ofexafpe- 
rating them againft the family of Narifkin. On 
the morning of the I5th of May, a report being 
fpread that Peter was not unanimoufly eleSed, 
the drums beat to arms by order of Ivan Milo- 
laffki, and the Strelitz being tumultuoufly aflem- 
bled, two perfons of his party entered their 
quarters, crying, " The hour of vengeanpe is at 
hand, Ivan Alexievitch is affaffmated, and the 
Narifkins are matters of Ruflia; revenge the 
murder of the tzarovitck" The foldiers, in- 
flamed to fury by thefe exclamations, marched 
with drums beating and colours flyiilg to the 
Kremlin, tolled tlie great bell, furrounded the 
palace, and demanded the aflalfins of Ivan. 
Although the tzarina immediately produced both 
Ivan and Peter; yet the infurgents were not ap- 
peafed, but vehemently required the execution of 

• Cordon, p. 7*5 and Voltaire. 

the 
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the Narifkins* Their fury was ftill further aug* 
metited by a rumour induftrioufly circulated^ 
that 1%'an Narifkin, the brother of the tzarina^ 
had feized the diadem ^nd royal robes. In thr 
tnidft of this tumult, one of the officers ventured 
to harangue the foldiers j he aflured them, thgit 
Ivan Alexiavitch was in perfefl; f^fety ; tiiat all 
their grievances fhould be redrefled, and exhort*' 
td them to difperfe. This harangue feemcd tfli 
make a fenfibie impreffion, and the tumult was 
fubfiding ; when Prince Dolgorucki imprudently 
threatened them with the fevered puniihment for 
their mutiny and rehellioii : inflamed by this ill* 
timed menace, they feized the prince, hurled hint 
into the air, received him upon their pikes, and 
hewed his body to pieces. This, affaffination was 
the prelude to a more general maffacre, which 
continued during three days without intermiffion* 
Not only the two brothers of the tzarina, and a 
few others moft obnoxious to the infurgents, fell 
victims to their fury, but feveral perfons, by no 
means unpopular, were facrificed amidft the gene- 
ral coufufion, and Mofcow underwent a general 
pillage. 

To clofe this homd fcene, th* principal nobles 
affembled on the 1 8th of May, and, by a com- 
promife between the two parties, Ivan and Peter 
were declared joint fovcreions; but as Ivan 

was. 
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was incapable of governing, and Peter in hit 
fninority, the adminifinttion of affairs was veiled 
inr the hands of Sophia. Hence conciulions were 
drawn unfavourable to that princeis: flie was 
accufed of having maintained a fecret intelli* 
gence with the ringleaders of Strelitz, of exciting 
them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering money 
and ipirituous liquors to be diftributed among the 
foldiers, and even of delivering them a lift * of 
forty nobles whom Ihc had profcribed. All her 
' actions are malignantly interpreted : when Ivan 
Narifkin was led to execution ; flie publicly ac^ 
oompanied the t2arina and the patriftch to in* 
tercede for his life, placed the image of the Virgin 
Mary in his hands to ftop the fury of the Strelitz, 
and endeavoured, though in vain, to footh his 
aflaffins f. They who judge unfavourably of her 
condud, fay, that this compaffiou was only feign- 
ed ; and that ihe fecretly inftigated his aflaffmar 
tion, though flie outwardly affefted to intercede J. 

• " Enfin, Sophie'* fays Voltaire, " fait remettre entre leun 
** mains une lifte de quarante fclgneurs qu'elle a|>pelle kurs enc» 
^ mis, et ceux de VEtat et qa^ii* doivent mairj^crer." I cannot 
give credit to this lift of forty nobles, which Voltaire compares 
« aux profcriptions de Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome/' Who* 
^er will attentively perufe the account of the enfuing mafiacre in 
Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the fliry of the Strelitz, ^ 
except againft the Narilkins, was more direfted by chance than by ' 
de(iga« 



f Gordon, p. 8t. t Sumorokof.- 
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Upon this fuppofition the whole condu6i; of 
Sophia implies fuch a deep-laid fcheme of hypo<* 
crify, artifice, and revenge, as feems rather adap^ 
cd to a politician' grown grey in iniquity, and 
long prafiifed in the arts of fedition, thaa to a 
princeis like Sophia, only in the £5tli year of her 
age. 

But the caufes which led to this revolution, 
may be traced from feveral events in the reign of 
Alex^y Michaelovitch, long before So|)hta had 
the lead influence in political aifairs, and particu*^ 
larly from the domeiiic feuds in the impend 
family. It a|^ears alfo that the firft infiirredion 
of the Strelitz was cafual ; occafioned by th,e ar- 
rears of pay, and the tmpopularity of the cdlonel^^ 
and cannotj with the leaft degree of probability^ 
be imputed to the intrignes of Sophia ; there- 
fore flie can only be accufed, even by the moft 
^malignant interpretation of her condu£)^ of avail* 
ing herfelf of that mutiny to procure the eledion 
of Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference 
between aflerting the injuftice of his exclufiou 
from the throne ; or, under the mafk- of modera- 
tion and candour, inflaminij to madneis the fury 
of a difafFefted foldiery, and calmly leacting them 
from affaffination to aflaflTmation *. 



* Tandis que les Strelitz commen^aient ainfi a Te faire craindre, 
]a princefTe Sophie, qui Us animaiffitts maittf four Us fondmn dt cfintB 
m crimf, &c. Voltaire. . 

But 
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But fe it not more reafonable to fuppofe, 
4hat Ivan ^Holaflki, who had, during thie 
reign of Alexfcy Michaelovitch, formed a party 
agarrrft the Nurifkins, Aould take advantage of 
this fcdition of the StreKtz, with whom he had 
long entertained a fecret intelligence ; and that 
"Soplna was the oftenftble inftrument of his 
defigns ? In a word, thalt flie was raifed to the 
fegency by the cabals of a powerful party, who 
fordaw their own Tirin in the nomination of 
Peter; and who, in the mid ft of an infurreftion, 
Txdd forth to this licentious hody the unalienable 
aights of Ivan. Examples wa'e not waitting to 
•prove Idiat tftie incapacity of jLvan was no bar to 
Ins eledton : a memorable infiance was exhibited 
in the pecfen of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, nob* 
m/ilihftandaing hid imbecility, was railed to the 
iSirone, and a regency entrufted with tlie admi- 
nifttation £>£ a&irs *. It muft alfo be confidered, 
thai. Pieter, iiica orfy in his eleventh year, had 
not dtfpl^ed any inftances of that vaft fuperio* 
rity of underftanding, which afterwards marked 
dbis cbara&er ; aimfl l^iat his mother, who was t^ 
"fwQj fhe reins of empire, was a perfon of no ex-' 
perience, and extremely unpopular. Nor is it 
waiter of fuiprize that the care of Ivan and the 
edxmniftratiofi of ^vemmcnt fliould be com^ 

> 

• S. R. G. Tol. v. p. 19. 

VOX'. II* V mitted 
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mitted to Sophia. The vidorious family would 
naturally choofe a regent devoted from intereft 
and inclination to their party ; a perfon of impe;^* 
rial lineage, popular manners, refpeftable charaC;^ 
* ter, and great abilities ; all thefe^ requifites cen- 
tered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the am* 
bitious defigns of Sophia; they unanimoufly 
concur in delineating her engaging manners, the 
beauties of her perfon *, the vigour and wifdom 

• Weber, the Hanoverian Envoy at St. Peter{bargh in the begin-^ 
ning of this century, lays of Sophia, ** The tzar was frequently 
heard to declare, that, excepting her inordinate ambition, fhe w» 
a princeis of grtat firfinaland mental accompliihments.** Ver. 
RiiflT. vol. I. p. 143.-— -Voltaire clofes a fpirited portrait^ by 
faying, ** \xnt figure agreable relevoit tous fes talens." Perry dc- 
icribes her, at the time of the resolution, as a bandfome young lady, 
then upwards of 13. He came into Ruflia in 170*, two yean 
before her death \ and though he never iaw her himfeif^ on. account 
of her imprifonment, muft have known many who had been per- 
ibnally acquainted with her. Perry ^1 State of Ruilia, 7. 143.— — ii 
Sumorokof fays of her, that ih« poileifed a good underftanding and . 
great beauty^ p. 10.-*— Many other authors might be quoted to 
the fame purpofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice wiU 
not invent to depreciate an obnoxious chara6l!er, the fuppoHtitiout^ 
Polifli.^Avoy XfiL Keuville has nufrepnefented her perfon as, much as 
her condu6V, ^ Sophie dont Tefprit & le mcrite ne ticnnent rien de 
la difformte defin corpSy etant (tune groff^ur monfireueufe, a<vec wtf" 
4Ue large comme un boijfeau^ du poU au wfi^e, des loups aux jambee 
'Sc 2(U moins 4p. ans ; mais autant que fa faille efi large, courte, ^ 
grQjitre^ mutant ib^i efprit eft fin,.delidi & politique^ & (ans av<^ 
jamais lu Machiavel, eUe poflede naturellcment toutes fes max*. 
imes/*&c. p. 151, 

. -, -or 
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of her adminiftration, and hei' extenfive plans fop 
the advantage of her country. 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in 
prince Vaflili Galitzin, commonly known by the 
name of the Great Galitzin, a moft able miijifter, 
and Gonfummate politician. The fcandalous 
chronicle of thbfe limes, or rather of a later pet 
riod, attributed her partiality to a fofter paffion, 
though he was above fixty years of age ; and hev 
enemies have not even fcrupled to declare *, that 
ihe haji formed the plan of affaffinating the two 
tzars, ufurping the throne, and efpoufing prince 
Galitzin^ who w^ tp obtain a divoj-ce from hisf 
wife. 

Sophia t has been alfo accufed not only of neg-» 
lefting the education of Peter, but of introducing 
him into the company of the moft profligate 
young men, and encouraging his propenfity to 
every fpecies of excefs which might enervate his 
• frame, wjcaken his underftanding, and render him 
averfe to bufinefs. This calumny, however, has 
been amply refuted by Muller % who has fliewij, 
ftom imqueftionable authority, that Ivan ^n4 
Peter had two different courts ; the educ^tioi^ 
of Peter waa folely entrufted to his mother | 
9nd if impjrope^ pierfons weje placed ftbout hini, 

• Gordon, p. tfi, 

4 Voltairr. 

I Joum. of St. Pet. Mar. 177*. p. 168, 1^9^ 

P 8 tl)P 
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the blame mu(l faH upon her, and not upon So- 
phia. With refpeft to his propenfity to drinking^ 
that vice was extremely coramaon i«. Ruffia, and 
prince Vaffili * Galitzin was as remarkable for 
his fobriety as the favourites of Peter, Le Fort 
and Boris Galitzin, were notorious for intem- 
perance. " Le Fort," fays a writer who was' in 
Livonia when the tzar and his fuite paiSed 
through that country in his firft journey to Hol- 
land, " is a man of good underfianding ; very 
perfonable, engaging, and entertaining; a true 
Swifs for probity and bravery, but chiefly for 
drinking. Open tables are kept every^ where 
with trumpets and mufic, attended with feaft'- 
ing and exceffive drinking, as if his tzariih 
majefly had been another j^cchus. I have 
not yet feeii fuch hard drinkers ; it is not pof- 
fible to expref^ it, and they boaft of it as ft 
mighty qualification t-" 

Thus it appears that Peter had examples of 
intemperance in his own hoiiflioid ; .and it can- 
not be fuppofed that Le Fort was the creature 
of Sophia. The evident falfehood of fuch vi- 

• * , 

• ** Galitzin was the only man of quality in RufCa who could 
entertain, without forcing his company to drink to excefs* 
Brandy, the liquor which flowed at«very other table» was ftldom 
feen at his, who never drank any himfelf, but took much delight 
in rational and ingenious converfaticn.'* 

Mottlcy 's Life of Pe«cr.' 

t Account of Livonia, p. 293. 

rulent 
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rulent accufations ihouM induce us not to credit 
other calumnies; particularly the charge that 
Ihe attempted to deftroy Peter by poifon, which, 
though it failed of its Intended effeO;, difordered 
his conftitution, and occafionaUy produced me- 
lancholy and defpair bordering on madnefs. 
This report took its rife from his proneneis to 
epileptic fits; a diforder common in his family, 
which gradually diminiihed as he grew (Ironger, 
but never . entirely forfook him. Bdbre an 
attack, the natural vehemence and favagenefs 
of his temper broke out with redoubled vio- 
lence and rendered him the terror of all who 
ai^roached him. The inveterate rancour with 
which the enemiea of Sophia have caluinniated 
her memory, is in no inftance more evident than 
from their abfurdly ijnputiiig the brutal ferocity 
of Peter to the effe^s of poifon which flie admit 
niftered *, 

But 

f 5* |l«prenoit qvelquefois des accis d*buineur chagrine, ou U 
(btnblait frapp^ de Tidce noire qu'on voulait attenter a fa per-? 
(onne, «t ou &$ asiis les plus familiers craignaient fcs emportememf 

Ces ACC£8 ETAIBNT UN RESTE FATAL DU FOXSON, qu'lL 

RE^uT BE 8PN AMBIT^SVSE soEUR SOPHIE. On cii connaif* 
fait Tapproche a certains mowvemens cmtvuiffs dt fa bauc^e, 
L'lnyperatrice Itait avertie. . Elle' venait lui parler; le fon de 
cette voix le calmait a Tinftant. ^Ue le faifait afTeoir, et 8*emf 
parait en le cajolant de fa t^te, qu'elle grattait doucement, 
C'etait comtpe un charme» qui rafoupifmt en peu de minutes, 
fo^r np fs^troMhkr (on fimnuil, elle fo^tenait fa t{te fur fou 

P3 icir. 
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But it is time to trace the principal caufes of her 
fall. Sophia, to whom Ivan furrendered the direc*- 
tion of affairs, affumed fome exterior marks of 
homage, which feem to have been hitherto appro- 
|)riated only to the fovereigns of Rufiiai While 
the heads of her twd br.others were imprefled on 
One fide of the Cdins, her image, arrayed with 
the erownj fceptre, and imj>erial fobes, was 
llamped upon thereverfe ; in the public adis her 
taame was added to the fignature of the two 
tzars *, and ilie appeared in proceffions decorated 
with all the enfigns of royalty f ; circumfiances 
which gave umbrage to the rival family, and 
iaiforded a fpecious pretence for inveighing 
againfl her ambitious defigns* 

iein, fans fe remuer pendant deuJt ou trots h'euns. Alors il fe re« 
veillairit, entierement raiils et remis au lieu qu*av«tot qti>lle eftt 
(tudi« cette maniere fi fimple de le foulager, ce$ acces etaient la 
terreur de ceux qui Tapprochaient, a'iant caxnd dit on quelqucs 
malheurs, et etant fuivi de ikaux de tite ajfreu^^ qui duraUnt des 
jou/nees entierej,*^ fialteritz in Buf. H. M. IX. p. ^94^ Strange 
effe£):s of pgifon given in his infancy. Thofe who have lieen uftfd 
to fee perfoiis in epilej^tic fits, will eafily difcover all the'efi«6b o^ 
that difbrder from the words in Italics. Biihpp Burnet fays, ** h,c 
^as fubjefl to convulfive motions all over his body, sind his head 
feemed to be aiFefted with thefc." . 

* She did not fign her name in thtt public decrees lintil 1687« 
Buf. Hift. Mag. V. I. p. ^i 

f Theffc circumftances cannot imply a defign of ufurpirlg the 
fovereign authority; for flie was only accufed, even by h^r en^- 
hiies, of fecretly confpiring againft Peter, and not. of ah open at- 
tempt to feizethe crown* 

- Peteri 
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- Peter, as he advanced in years and felt himlelf 
bom fer empire, beheld with diiTatisfadioii the 
power lodged in^he hands of a rival party : en- 
couraged by his mother and her adheri^nts^ "nc^ 
claimed a fliare in the adminiftration, and took 
Jiis feat, for the firfttime, in the privy council, on 
the 25th of January, 1688, in the eighteenth 
year of his age» Sophia, though unwilling to 
Tefign any part of her authority, could not with- 
hold her confent ; but as Peter's fpirit was above 
eontroul, Ae availed herfelf of fome violent al- 
ternations which pafled between them, to exclude 
him from his feat From this period theii;.dif- 
fentions arofe to to grea-t an height, as to threaten 
lin open rupture ; and the fall of the one feemed 
neceffary for the fecurity of the othen*. 

Things remained in this ftate' 6f jealoufy and 
variance, until September, 1689; when the afpir- 
ing genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, 
and fecur^d his undivided authority by the f^ll 
and imprifonment of Sophia. By the advice of 
Boris Galitzitt and the N'ariflkini^, Peter refolved 
to arr^ft his fifter, and feize the reins of govern- 
ment. . It is. affcHed by his adherents f, that 
Sophia and prince Vaffili Galitzin, apprized of his 
intentions, detennined to prevent their own ruin, 
|)y his affaflinatioui: that they gained over the 

• JoHfn: of St. Pet. for iTTSiP*' 175, 176, 
t Oorclon, 

D 4 chief 
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chief of tlie StreUtz andf ai corps df 600 mn^ fl|iid 
ai^ally comaiBk^uei: tMm tfo pefpetraM jbliidV 
infamous deed. Peter bad rfefifed to ilee|l^ 
4t hiB palace €rf Preobaiheniki near Mofeow; 
vhen two * x>f th« confpirator^, it ,i^ faid, ftmek 
vith horror at their crim^ qfuitted their coiftpA- 
iaon»9 and haffaened to the young tsar mith the 
Hiformation that a bo^y of Strditzs ^ere upum 
their march to aiiaflmate hctn« Petet refufed ta 
credit their .report, until it was confirmed by Boria 
Galitzin and one of his ancle», whom he dif* 
patched to reGonnoitre; and the co&fpiratoss 
were already fb i^ar thatiie had fcareely tiine to 
make his efeape f . . He .inftaatly proceedeii td^ 
the convent of the Holy Trinity ; where tjroo^a 
flocked from^ll quarters;^ and in three days he had 
in army of 60,000 men under hie commaadv 

^ It is rcmarkabk, that this fkm& ftoiy of two -conrpirator* 
who were engaiged to arfaflinate Peter, but, repenting, discovered 
the pbt, is again rdated as happtanng in 1697. • Scbmidl. RuiP 
Gef. T. IL p. 90. ^ \ '^ ' . 

f Volt^re, though eoi^vincod^^ Sof^ia> intedtioti to aHaffinate 
Pettr, and liotwithftanding the intelligence he received from the 
court of Pcterlbarg, can only give us the 'following fcanty infor- 
inatioh : ** La Neuville rsJUknt airs s M^fivWy H iemoin oatUdre tSf 
€i qui fe paffa^ f^etend qu$ Sophie et GiQitein engagerent le Hoti- 
veau chef des Strelitz aleur facrifier ItMir jeune czar : itpararta\^ 
jnoins que fix -cent de ccs ' Strelitz devaicnt s'emparer de fa 
■perfonne* Lff* memoircs fecr^ttcs que la cour de Rufiie m'a 
confico, aflurcnt que le parti ctoit pris de tuer Pierre Premier . 
le coup allait ^re port^, et la RuiSc eCait piivc a jamais de la 
nouv^Ue cxifteace, qu'clle," &c« 

.Meanwhile 
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Meanwhtic Sophia, in a ftatc of confternation 
ilaiied all h^terc6urfe with the confpirators, ex- 
preffed the utmofi horror at their attempt, dif- 
patched repeated ttieflages to her hrother to 
^ftify her condiaft, and eVen fet off in perfon 
to affert her innocence ; but was ordered to 
iftmn to Mofcow, and deliver the ringleaders 
of the mutiny. Soon afterwards Peter himfclf 
lepaired to the capital : the principal conipi* 
rators being torured in his prelence, confeffed a 
deiign agaanft his life, and fuffered the fevereft 
pirniiliment. ValTili Galit^in * was banifli^d 
into Siberia, and Sophia imprifoned for life 
In the Devitch^i nunnery : Peter alone aiTumed 
the reins of government, *and found fufficient 
icopc for his yaft and enteiprifing genius ; while 
the name of Ivan was ftill inferted as a matter 
of formality, in tlje public a^ts ,until his death, 
which happened in 1696. 

Such are the principal circumftances of this 
extraordinary revolution ; but this i§ the account 
given by the vi6torious party, and the caufe of 
Sophia har never undergone a candid exami- 
nation. It may be impoffible to exculpate her 
.entirely from ambitious views: Ihe might be 
unwilling to relinquifli a power which fliC bad 
long enjoyed, and exercifed with great ability; 

• This able miniAer furvivedhis fall 24 years; he was relcafcd 
from prifon in 17111 and died af his owa eilate ia 1 7 1 3* 

ilie 
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{he might efteem the right of Ivan to the thr6n6 
as fuperior to that of Peter, and confider Peter'* 
acquifition of the fole fovereignty as the ccrtaiii* 
jjrehide to her own deftruftion} but we have iicf 
pofitive evidence * that fhe confpired againft her, 
brother's life ; and perhaps the whole ftory of th^ 
intended affaffination was feigned by Boris Ga* 
litzin t and her enemies. She wanted not op* 
portunities of efcaping from Raffia, ^ and never 
would have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter's prefence, to affert her innocence, 
had the proofs of her guilt been as ftropg as her 
adverfaries pretended. In a word, the confii^ 
between Peter and Sophia was the confliQ; of 
two rivals impatient of controul, and driving fot 
pre-eminence : the caufe of the fuccefsful party 
was deemed juft and equitable, and the van-^ 
<^iflied- faction loaded with every fpecies of 
enormity. 

The reftlefs fpirit of Sophia, brooding in the 
folitude of a convent, is faid to have excited 

• We have no certain proofs that any of the confpirators accuf* 
ed Sophia of being privy to any defign upOJi Peter's life; and, 
tven if they did name her as an accomplice, their evidence, extort> 
«d by the rack, is by no means to be depended on. 

f It appears from the following pafTage that the difcovery of 
Sophia'-« defigns came from that quarter : *' j^rince Boris Galitxin^ 
tt faithful fubjeft of the tzar Peter, coming tiitely to penetrate intp 
his kinfman*s prince Bafirs deiigns, put the tzar upon his guard, 
advifihg him, without delay, to take the gavemment into hi* 
hands," Gordon, v« I. p. 89. 

freih 
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frdh troubles and infurreftions ; and, during her 
life, no corifpiracy was formed againft Peter, m 
which flie was not fufpefted of being concern-- 
ed. She was more particularly accufed of h&* 
ing privy to ^he rebellion in 1697; when 8000 
Strelitz, feizing the opporluiaity of Petei^s ab*- 
fence upon his travels, rofe in arms on the fron^ 
tiers of Lithuania, and marched toAvards Mot 
coW» The rebels were defeated by the addrefi 
€tnd courage of general Patrick Gordon; many 
were put to the fword, and the, remainder fur*^ 
rendered at difcretion. The tzar received at 
Vienna the account of the mutiny and defeat of 
the. Strelitz, and inftantly haftened to Aldfcovr 
to examine the delinquents in perfon.' 

Peter was anxious to difcover the caufes of 
:the rebellion ; to learn by whofe intrigues it waB 
cxcitedj, aridj above all, to conviQ; Sophia, whom 
he charged with fomenting the public difcon«- 
tents, and holding a correfpondence with the 
rebels. But as no perfons could give immediate 
and pertinent anfwers to his queftions ; hp en- 
tertained fufpicions of all his courtiers, and de- 
termined to inftitute a court of inquiry at his pa- 
lace of Preobralheniki, where the inftruments of 
torture were brought The tzar himfelf exan^l r\-» 
ed the accufed, urged them to corifeflion, and 
ordered thofe who ijiaintained filence to be rack-* 
ed in his prefence. The cruelty of the tortures 

employed 
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caaployed on this occafion was incxpreffibly 
dreadful ; human nature ihudders at the recital^ 
but it is neceflary, to mention them in juftiflca- 
•tion of Sophia, Some of the rebels were repeat-^ 
cdly whipped ; others had their ihoiilders diflo* 
eated by a cord and pulley, and in that painful 
pofiure received the knoot ; many afker under- 
going the knoot were roafted over a flow fire, th§ 
raw parts being expofed to the flame *. Phyfi- 
cians were prcfent to afcertain the degree of 
pain which the unhappy convi6U were capable 
of fupporting, and to recover thofe who had 
fainted, tiiat the application of frefli tortures 
might recommence with the renewal of their 
fl;rength. Thi§ , dreadful inquifltion was conti-t 
sued, without intermiflion, through the whole 
month of 06loben Not only every fpecies of 
punifliment, the moft refined which human cru- 
elty could devife, was inflifted in order to extort 
an accufation of Sophia ; but promifes of par-t 
don, and even of great promotion, were offered 
for the fame purpofe to the wretched fufferers in 
the midft of the mofl; excruciating agonies -f, 

At 

J. 

. f It appears from Olearius, and other tmvellera into Ruflia, that 
•thcfe torturea were ordinarily ufed in that country for the purpoft 
of forcing confcflion. 

• + Tbii-account 19 cxtra^^ed from the Diary of Korb, (v. I. p, 

. 129) fccrctary of the Aultrian embafly to Ruflia in 1697, who wa« 

preftnt at Mofcow during thef$ hornd procedin^s. He received 

7 . infjrmatVJi^ 
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At length a few * of the Strelitz, overcome by 
the feverity of the torments, or feduced by hopes 
of pardon and the promife of promotion, con- 
fcfled an intention to fet fire to the» fuburbs of 
Mofcow, to maflacre all foreigners, io banifli or 
affaffinate the principal nobility, to raife the tzar- 
ovitch Alexfey to the throne, and to appoint So-» 
phia regent during his minority ; others declar- 
ed that the ringleaders had dra\^rn up a petition^ 
which they intended to prefent to that prin-» 
cefs, praying her to accept the adminiftration of 
affairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia 
with being acoeflary to their iiifurreftion, yet 
*^ Peter was fo prejudiced againft her, that he put 
to the torture one of her female attendants ; and 
when no evidence of her guilt could be procur- 
ed by that horrid expedient, even examined her 
in perfon. The princeis, who& high fpdrit wa3 
fttbdued by her misfortu^nes, aiOBd worn out by 
4t long confinement^ could not refrain from weep- 
ing, at the iight of her obdurate brother ; anci 
even extorted-tears from Peter himfelf, tliough 

Infonnation from fcveral, German officers in the fervice of Peter^ 
who were cyc-witnefles. Korb*8 authority is alfo to be depended 
on in this inftance, becaufe he fpeaks highly in favour of Peter^ 
sknd condemns the ambition of Sophia. Gordon alfo, though fo 
partial to Peter, informs us, that the rebels were tortured and ex-' 
amined in his pfefence. 

• " Quohtndam pcrtinacia deuum vifta/' Korb, 

without 
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without melting his refentment *. But neither 
this, nor every other effort employed. to convi6l 
her, was attended with fuccefs ; and the only 
proof of her fecret correfpondence with the re- 
bels was derived from the confeffion of a boy Jbe* 
longing to an officer of the Strelitz, who declare 
ed, that letters inclofed in loaves of bread had 
p9.fled. between • Sppliia and his mafterf. The 
officer, howjever, peremptorily denied the fa6k 
even upon the rack, and was led to execution 
perfifting to the laft moment in this affeveration^ 
The cafe feems to be, that the innovations of 
Peter created a confiderable number of malcon-* 
tents ; that the introduQion of the European dif-^ 
cipline, and his partiality to the foreign regi-.^ 
ments, inflamed the difaffeftion of the Strelitz to' 
fach a degre?e as to account for their rebellion, 
without fuppofing any cabals on the part of So- 
phia ; that (lie had long been the obje6l of affec-* 
tion to all the enemies of Peter, and was natu* 
rally the perfon to whom they would confign 
the adminiftratibn had tile revolt be^n attended 
with fuccefs. 
Peter was extremely exafperated againft Sq» 

• ** Ad monafterium Neo yirgimim difceflit tzarus, ut fororem 
ftiaip Sophiam, difto monalterioinclufami examinaret j publice eninv 
fttfpcri tumiiltus vulgo rea habebatur : primus utriufque introitug 
Hberrimas amborum laciymas exciviiTe dicitur/' Korhp 

f Oordon, ypl. J. p, i^y, 130^ 
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|>hia, and once determined to put her to death } 
but having changed his refolution, compelled 
her to affume the veil. To ftrike her with terror, 
and announce to the public that he thought hen 
privy to the rebellion, two hundred and thirty 
Strelitz were hanged within fight of the nunne^^ 
ry in which fhe M:as confined, and three of the 
ringleaders fufpended upon a gibbet ere^ied clofe 
* to the window of her apartment ; they held 
in their hands petitions fimilar to that which^ 
5tccording to the confeffion of the Strelit?, was 
to have been prefented to Sophia. 

From this period hiftory is filent in relation to 
Sophia : ihe was confined under a ftritt guard ia 
the monaftery until her death, in July 1704. She 
was interred in the church of the convent ; the 
tonib is covered with a black cloth, and contains; 
this infcription: ** A. M, 7312 (or 1704 of the 

• 

Chriftian sera) on the third of July, died Sophia 
Alexiefna, aged. 46 years, nine months, and fix; 
days : her imonaftick name was Sufanna. She 
had been a nun five years, eight months, and 
twelve days : Ihe was buried the 4th in this 
church, called the Image of Smolenflto. She 

• Gordon, p. 95, 130. Korb, who few them hanging, (ays; 
** Tam propead ipfas Sophiani cubiciiU feneftras, nt Sophia eofdcm 
ihanu fiidle poffet attingere." On this occafion above 2000 Stre-^ 
Wtz fufFered capital puniflnnent. Peter broke at the ifame time th« 
irh©le body of Strelitz, ar*d aboHflied tht;ir name, 

wa3 
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was daughter of Aiex^y Michaelovitch, and of 
Maria Ilinitchna," 

Although Peter always fufpcftcd the intrigues 
of his fifter, yet he never faikd paying a jufi tri-* 
bute to her genius and abilities. ** Whata pity,'* 
he was frequently heard to fay, ^ Aat fiie pcr- 
fccuted me in my minority, and that I cannot 
repofe any confidence in her ! otherwife, whea 
I a«m employed abroad, (he naig^t ^vem at 
bom?e*/' 

One ftriking feature in Sophia's character, 
which I had no opportunity of mentioning, white 
my inquiry was chieifly confined to her political 
condudt, muft not be omitted. She defeiTes the' 
veneration of pofterity fcft patronizing perfons 
of genius and learning, and encouragiag, by 
her own example, the introduction of polite lite** 
rature into Ruffia, tlien plunged in the deepeft 
ignorance. At a period when there was* no na^ 
tionai theatre, and wheathe loweft bnfFooneries, 
under the name of meralitieSy w«e the fole dra- 
matic reprefentations even at court ; this elegant 
princefs tranflated the Medecin matgri lui of 

• This anecdote, which I received from prince Volkoulki, 14 
confirmed by a paflage in Pfcrry*s State of Ruifia. *' I remember 
that upon a certain occaiion, when mention was made of her [i. e* 
&>pfaia]9 the czar himfelf gaye her this charafter, that Ihe was a 
princefj endowed with all the accomplishments of body and mind 
to perfedlion, had it not been for her boundlefs ambition, and in* 
&tiablt deilrc of governing^** Vol. I. p. 138. 

Molierc 
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Moliere into her native tongue, and performed 
one of the characters herfelf. She alfo compof- 
ed a tragedy, probably the firft extant in the 
Ruffian language ; and ih& cdni))ofed it at a time 
when the moft violent cabals were excited againft 
her miniftry, and when the mbft weighty affairs 
feemed to engrois her fole attention. 
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CHAP. I. 



Journey from Mofeow to NoTOgorod.—* P!roda6bions of tke a^lK 
bouring country. — Qoadrupeds*— -Birdft.— Fiflid— -Defcription of 
the Sterlet.— Torlhok.—Vi{hnti-Vo(ofliok.— Valdai hills and lake. 
""--Bronitza.— Wooden road.— Farther account of the peafantt. 
— Yamfhics, who fiimiih poft-horft8.-<-Soiigt of the peaiants« 

 

WE quitted Mafeow on the r4tliGfSep- 
tember, traverfed a gently riling coun- 
try, partly open,, and partly overfpread with fo- 
refts, paffed the night at the viltage of Parfki,, 
in a peafant's cottage, as ufual^ and changed^ 
horfes the next morning at Klin, fitiiated upon 
the Seftra, a broad rivulet. This village had 
been lately burnt, and the peafants were engag* 
ed in rebuilding their huts ; near it we obferved 
a faw-pit, which, in this country, was too rare- 
an objeft not to attraft our notice Beyond Sa- 
vidof we crofled a rivulet, and foon afterwards- 
reached the banks of the Volga, which we coaft- 
ed to Gorodna. The next morning the fpring* 
of our carriage being ready to ftaxt, and one of* 
the wheels in a crazy ftate, we left* it to th« 
care of our fervants, and hired the carts of thci 
country, called hibitkasy which we filled with 
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hay. After a oonfiderable degree of jdtifig, we 
arrived at Tver, which is xnagnificently fituated 
upon the elevated banks of the Volga. 

Tver * owes its origin to Vlodimir Georgi* 
vitch, great-duke of Vlodimir, who in iisa 
raifed a fmall fortrefs at the jun6iion of the 
Tvertza and Volga, to protefl; his territories 
againfi the incurilons of the inhabitants of No« 
vogorod. Afterwards, in 1240, the great-duke 
Yaroflaf !!• built another citadel on the fpbt 
now occupied by the prefent fortrefs, and laid 
the foundation of a new town, which increafing 
in peculation and wealth, became the metropolis 
pf an independent fovereignty, called from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf III. fon of 
Yaroflaf IL and brother of Alexander Nevflci, 
received this duchy ad his inheritance, and tranf* 
mitted the fucceflion to, a long train of detoert- 
dants. The lafl: fovereign of this line was Mi-^ 
chael Borifo vitch, whofe fifl:er Maria efpoufcd the 
great-duke Ivan Vaifilievitch I. Notwithitandr 
ing this alliance, an^ open rupture enfued, an4 
in i486, Ivan befieged Tver with a large army, 
and compelled Michael to abandon the town, 
and retire into Lithuania. On his retreat, Ivan 
Vaflilievitch beftowed the tdwa <nd duchy as 

• See Hiftt Oeog, jiefc^reibtttig derStadt TWer, U4. J&atxu Ptt. 
fat Nbvembe? i^So. 

E2 . a fief 
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a fief on hi« eldeft fon Ivan, and on hisi 
death in 1 490, annexed them to his other dorni* 
nions. 

Tver is divided Itito the old and new town ; 
the former, fltuated on the op^ofite fide of the 
Volga, confifts alirioll entirely of wooden cot* 
tages ; the latter was fcarcely fuperior ; but in 
1768, being deftroyed by a dreadful conflagra- 
tion, has rifcn with luftre from its aflies* The em* 
prefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to be 
iketched by an eminent architeft, and enjoined 
that ail the houfes fiiould be re-con ftrufted in 
conformity to this model. She raifed, at her 
own expence, the governor's houfe; the bifhop's 
palace, courts of jufl:ice, the new exchange, 'pri- 
fon, and other publio edifices ; and offered to 
every perfon, who would build a brick houfe 
a loan of ^f .soo. for twelve years without intereft; 
The money advanced on this occafion amounted 
to /. 60,000 ; and one-third of this fum has been 
iihce remitted. The ftreets, which are broad and 
long, iffue in a ftraight line from an oftagon, in 
the centre : the houfes are of brick ftuccoed 
white, aiid form a magnificent appearance. Part 
only of the* new town was finiihed : Avhen com- 
pleted, it will confifl: of two oftagons, with feve- 
ral ftreets leading to them, :and interfefting each 
other at right-angles ; and would be no incorifi- 

< derable 
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derable ornament Jto the moft opulent and civi- 
lized country *. 

> There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, un- 
der the infpe^lion of the biihop, which admits 600 
{ludent3. In 1 77€, the emprefs founded a fchool 
for the inftm6lion of . fioo burghers' children ; 
and in June, 1779, an academy for the educa* 
tion of the young nobility of the. province, 
; Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ; and 
both the Volga and the Tvertza were covered 
with boats. It owes its principal trade ta the 
advantjstgeous fituatloni near the conflux of the 
two rivers, which convey all the goods and mer- 
chandize fent by water from Siberia and the fou- 
them provinces towards Peterlburgh. 

The Volga, the largeft river in Europe, rifes 
in the foreft of Volkonflci, at the diftance of 
eighty miles from Tver, and begins to be naviga-* 
ble a few mile3, above the town. By means of 
the Tvertza, a communication is mad? between 
the Cafpian and the Baltic ; as will be exp)ained 
in a future chapter. The number of barges 
wl^ich pafled by the town in 1776 amounted to 
S537 ; in 1777, to ^64h and the average number 
is generally computed at 2550. The boats are 
flat-bottomed, on account of the frequent flioals, 

• According to Heym, the circumference of TVer is 14 verfts, 
and it contains 2163 houfes, moftljr woodeUj^ 26 churches, and a 
BionafUry. The pppubtion is £014 ma1eS| and 708 1 females. 

£ 3 and 
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and are conftru£led with new planks. The Vud-^ 
ders have a fingular appearance ; the handle be- 
ing a tree of 50 feet long, Mdth a pole fixed to a 
broad piece of timber floating upon the furface. 
The pilot Hands upon a kind of fcaffold at the 
diftancebf 30 or 40 feet from the ftem, and turns 
the Fudder by means of the long handle. Thefe 
boats are only built for one voyage, and on their 
arrival at Peterfburgh;are fold for fueL 

I have already mentioned the prodigious wafte 
of wood arifing from the cuilom of forming 
planks with the Axe. To prevent this pra^ice, 
which was no lefs ufual, among the ihipwrJghts 
than among the peafauts, orders were iffued by 
government, that each veffel, pafling Tver, in 
which was one plank faihioned with the hatchet, 
ftould pay a fine of £.6. In confequence of this 
decree the officer, who levied the fine,, colle6ied 
the firft year ;^. 6000, thefecond ;f .1500, the third 
jf.ioo, and the fourth nothing. By this judi- 
cious regulation the ufe of the faw has been in* 
troduced among the Ruflian fhipwrights, and 
will probably in time recommend itfelf to the 
carpenters and peafants. 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added great- 
ly to the wealth and population of the town^ 
It contains at prefent 10,000 fouls, and the nuni- 
|)er of inhabitants in the government of Tver 
has increafed in a furprifing degree : a^ circum- 
8 / ftance 
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fbtnce which iheW$ the advantages avifmg frofu 
the new code of laws. Tver was the firft pro- 
vince in which that code was introduced, and 
has already experienced the beneficial efteds of 
thefe excellent regulations. 

Tver being 'a large town, we concluded that 
we fliQuld find no difficulty in obtaining the ne- 
ceflary repairs for the carriage, fo as to enable 
it to convey us, during two or three days, with- 
out requiring further affiftance. Trufting, there- 
fore, to the workmanihip of a Ruffian fniith, we 
fet ofiTat fix in the evening with the expefhitiom 
of reaching, in four hours, the next poft, where 
we purpofed to pafs the night; but we had fcarce- 
ly proceeded ten miles, before we pef ceived that 
the wheel, inftead of being ftrengthened, was 
weakened by the fmith's unlkilfulnefs. ,In this 
fituation we flopped at a fmall village ; where it 
was not poffible to procure any affiftance, nor 
even a candle to fmear the wheel, which requir- 
ed a conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from 
taking fire ; and as . the next place in our route, 
likely to afford a new wheel, was above fixty 
miles, wc prudently returned to Tver. I confoled 
myfelf for this delay j asitga^v^us an opportunity 
to pay more attention to tlje town and environs 
than our tranfient ftay had peimitted. , .We took 
up our abode at the fame houfe we^hadjuft quit- 
ted, an inn kept by a German^ and one of the 

£4 ne^ 
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magnificent brick edifices lately ere6ted; but 
almoft without furniture or beds. 

On the following day we made an agreeable 
excurfion into the aidjacent country: after 
crofling the Volga over a bridge of boats, and 
the Tvertza over a raft, we rode between the 
banks of thofe two bekutiful rivers. We then 
left the Volga to purfue its courfe towards the . 
Cafpian Sea, watering, as it paffes, the moft fer- 
tile provmces in Ruffia, and bathing the walls of 
Gafan and Aftracan, and made a circuit in the^ 
environs of Tver: we frequently flopped to 
admire feveral delightful views of the new to^vnj 
proudly feated upon the fteep bank of the Volga, 
the country gently floping towards the riven 

Tver lies in the midft of 'a large plain, inter- 
fperfed with gentle acclivities : The country 
produces in great abimdance wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, buck-wheat, hemp and flax, and all forts of 

■j 

"vegetables. The forefts j'^ield oak, birch, alder^ 
■poplar, mountain -afli, pines, firs, and junipers, 

^ • • 

The quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring 
countrv,' are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes ; wild- 
goats and hares ; alfo badgei^, martens, weaftls, 
ermines, ferrety, fquirrels, and marmottes. The 
'principal birds are- eagles -and falcons, cranes, 
herons, fwans, wild-geefe and ducks, pirrtridges, 
"quails, wofodcofcks and fmpes, black gamej alfo 
. • . * * crows 
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x^rows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, f^ari- 
rows and ftarlings ; together with nightingales, 
linnets, larks, and yellowhammers. The fifli 
caught in the Volga are falmon, fterlet, tfnch, 
pike, perch, gtoundiings, gudgeons, and fome- 
times, but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

The fterlet, acipenfer ruthenus of Linmeus, 
is probably peculiar to the nortiiem parts of the 
globe, and is afpecies of fturgeon, highly'efteemed 
for flavour, and for its roe, from which the fineft 
caviare is mad^; It is diftinguifhed from the other 
fturgeons by its colour and^ inferior fize, being 
feldom more than three feet in length *. The 
top of the head and back are of a yellowifli grey ; 
the fides of the body whitifli ; the belly white 
mixed with rofe-colour, efpecially towards the 
mouth and vent ; the eyes are of a fliy-blue, 
encircled with white. The fnout is long and 
pointed, compreffed and fluted. The mouth is 
tranfverfe, with thick prominent lips, which itlias 
the power of drawing inwardg, with a beard, 
confifting of fourfmall and foft cinrhi, or wattl^. 
It has five rows of pointed bony imbricated 
fcales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly ; the row upon the back 
begins from the neck and reaches to the dorfal 

f Lcpckin*s Reifc, vol. 11. p. 154. and palhs's Rcifc, part II| 
^. 446. ^ 

fin; 
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fin ;* the number *f by which Linnaeus afcertain« 
the fpecies, an4 fixes at 15, varies from 14 to !?• 
The two fide rows begin from the upper angle of 
the gill-covers, and reach to the middle of th< 
tail : their form is flat in the middle, with den^ 
tated margins turning towards the tail; their 
number varies frOm 6Q to 70. The two rows, 
which lie under the belly, reach from thepcSoraJ 
towards the veHtral fins; they are four-fided, 
iliuch fmaller than thofe upon the back, and 
thicker than thofe on the fides* Befides Uiefe 
five rows, there are alfo fomc adipofe bony fcales 
between the tail and the vent; their humbef 
invariably five. The reft of the flcin is without 
fcales, but extremely rough to the touch. It 
has, like moft other fifli, two pectoral fins, two 
ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tail is 
forked f. Many authors have erred in fuppofing 
this fifli to be peculiar to the Volga and the Caf- 
plan Sea ; for they frequent many other rivers, 
lakes, and feas, of the Ruffian empire. Accord- 
ing to Muller, they are caught in the Dnieper, 
and feveral rivers falling into the Frozei^ Ocean^ 

• Acipcnfer Ruthenus cirris- 4. fquamis dorfalibus 15. Muf. 
Fred. I. p. 54. and Faun. Sue. 272.— In the Syft. Nat. p. 403, he 
defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus 5. fquamarum oflearum, intermedio 
ofliculis 15. 

t The leader will find an engraving of the fterlet in the Mufcum 
Fred. I. of Linnaeus, in le Bruyn's Tiavcis, vol. I. p. 89J and in 
Lepekin's Reife, Tab. 9, 

particularly 



particularly dife I^na ^. Lahge aflerts^ that thi^ 
are found in the Yeniiei ; Pallas defcribes them 
«s inhabiting the Irtiih, Oby, and Yaik; Oeorgi 
mentions them among the fi& of the lake fiai* 
icaly and fometimes in the Angara. We learn 
from Linnaeus, that by order of Frederic I. king 
4Df Sweden, fome live fteriets, procured from 
Kuffia, were thrown into the lake Mailer, where 
they propagated f- They have been fometimes 
caughtintheGulf of Finland, and even in the Bal- 
tic ; yet aie not fuppofed nati ve^ of thoie feas, but 
ftray fifli, which efcaped from fome veflels daihed 
to pieces in paffing the fs^Us of the rivef MaftaJ. 
Sept. 19. Having obtained the valuable ac- 
quifition of a new wheel, we proceeded on our 
journey in the afternoon, and reached before the 
clofe of the ev«iing, Torfliok, which is fituated 
upon the banks of the Tvertza. It is a large 
ftraggling place, confifting chiefly of wooden 
buildings, intermixed with a few public ftrucr 
tures, and brick houfes, lately erefted at the 
expence of the emprefi. 

• S. R. Q, IX. p. 4. ,Haygol4's Rufsland, vol. II. p. 4164 
Falha^s Reife, P. I. p. 284. P. II. p. 446. Georgi Reife^ vol. I. p. 177. 

f Faun. Sue. No. 372. 

J Bruce relates, in his Memoirs, that fome veirel$ ** going for 
•Peterfburgh-with live fi(h, cdled Sterlit, in pafTmg the falls of Ladoga, 
were beat to pieces, by which accident the fifh regained their li- 
berty i and fome of them were afterwards taken at Cronftadt, and 01^ 
eatched at Stockholm, which were.confideredas great curioiltiet, 
as none of them had ever been ken ha thofe feas before." P. 1 12. 

Although 
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Ahhoiigb Torfliak was only forty miles diftant 
from Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate circum.-^ 
jiance that, during that fpace, no accident hap* 
f)ened to our carriage. But we were not fo 
iticcefsftil on the enfuing day : for the iucle-tree 
breaking about fix miles from Vidropuflc, w6 
•walked to the village, and having procured a 
•.temporary axkrtree to fupport our infirm ve-, 
Jbicle, again jSroceeded in kibitkas ^ far a$ 
Viflmei-rVolofliok ; a place remarkable for the 
.canal, which,^ by uniting the Xvertaa and the 
Mafi^ CDnne6ls the inland navigation betweei^ 
.tJie Cafptan and t^he Baltic. 
- Viilmeir Voloihok, anp of the imperial villages 
cnfranchiled by the emprefe, and endowed with 
confid^rable privileges, has already reaped many 
benefits from its new immiiiaities. The inha? 
bitants, railed from the fituati®n of flaves to 
that of freemen, have fliaken off their former in- 
dolence, and caught a new fpirit of eo^vijation and 
induftry: they have turned their attention tp 
trade, and are awakened, to a fenfe of the com- 
mercial advantages pofleffed by the place of their 
abpde. The town is divided into regular ftreets, 
and is^ aheady provided with a large range of 
fliops and warehoufes, which line each fide of tlie 
canal. All the buildings are of \vood, e^ycepting 
the coiut of jtiltice erected at the charge of the 
-euipreft, v\A four brick houfcs belonging to a 

rich 
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rich burgher. During our flay at Viflinei-Vo- 
Hoihokf we did not fail to examine, with great 
attention, every part of the celebrated canal, of 
which an account will be given in a future 
chapter*, . 

Having procured a new axle*tree, we quitted^ 
on the ^ift, Villinei-Voloihok, eroded the riva' 
Shlina, and continued along a timber road, car-* 
tied over extenfive moraifes, and abounding 
with innumerable fmall bridges, without railing, 
and moftly in a (battered fiate, I obferved (e-- 
veral villages, as well as fields and gardens, fur- 
rounded with wooden palifadoes, about twelve 
feet in height, which prefented a pi^urefque 
appearance. The cuflom of encircling villages 
in this country with flakes is very ancient ; for 
among the earlieft laws of Jluflia, one enjoins \ 
the peafants, under pain of the knoot, to furround 
the_toWns and villages with palifadoes, Thefe 
enclofures were intended as a defence againft 
the defultory incurfions of the Tartar horded 
before the invention of gunpowder; and the 
pradice has been preferved among a people te- 
nacious of old ufages. 

The country was for fonrrs way almoft a con- 
tinued bog, covered with foreft, and the villages 
were built on eminences of fand rifing out of the 

* On the inland navigation of RuiHa^ in the next volume, 
t Haygold, vol. I. p. 3J7. ^ 

morafs. 
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morafa*. W6 paiTed the night at KhoIilofF, it 
finall village^ which had been lately confomed 
by fire. Thefe repeated conflagrations will by 
BO means appear a matter of wonder, when it is 
confidered that the cottages are built with wo6d ; 
and that the greater part of the peafants, like 
thoie in Poland, ufe, infiead of candles, long 
flips of lighted deal, whith they carry about 
the houfe, and even into hay-lofts, without the 
^eaft precaution. The next morning, the bad 
roads having fliattered our new wheel, which 
waA aukwardly put together, and already difco- 
vered f3aiiptom8 of premature decay, we flopped 
to repair : but the repairs were as treacherous a3 
the original fabric ; for, before the end of the 
ftage, it again broke, and we were delayed fome 
hours at Yedrovo before we could vrtiture to 
continue our journey. We now thought ouf- 
felves blefied witt the afliflance of a very mafterly 
mechanic, as his workmanfliip lailed to Zimagor, 
a fmall village, prettily fituated upon the borders 
of the lake Valdai. The furrounding country 
is the mofl; agreeable and diverfified which we 
traverfed fince our departure from Mofcow. It 
rifes into gentle eminences, and abounds with 
beautiful lakes, prettily fprinkled with woody 
iflands, and flcirted with foreft, corn-fields, and 
paftures. The largeft of thefe lakes is. called 
Valdai, and feems about twenty miles in circum- 
ference; 
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ference ; In the middle is an illand contsuning a 
convent, which rifes with its numerous fpires 
xmong cluftcrs of furrounding trees *. Valdai, 
which gives its name to the lake^ and to the 
f ange of hills^ contains {evet9l new brick build- 
ings^ kfkd even the wooden houfes are more de^ 
eorated than the generality of Ruffian cottages : 
it lies upon an agreeable ilope, and commands a 
plea&nt view of the lake. The Valdai hills, 
though of no confiderable ' elevation, are the 
higheft in thU part of the country ; and feparate 
the waters which flow* towards the Cafpian from 
thofe whkh take their courfe to the Baltic* 
From their termination^ the country was no» 
longer diverfified with hill and dale, and enli- 
vened with lakes; but prefented an uniform 
flat, with a vaft extent of morals. 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived at 
Bronitza^ a village upon the Mafta, within twenty 
miles of Novogorod^ We took up our abode m 
the houfe of a Ruffian prieft, wTiich in no wife 
tfiflfered from the other buildings. It was how-^ 
<5ver clean and comfortable: havinsr a chimnev*. 
and being pBOvided with plenty of ¥^ooden and 
earthen utenfils. The prieft, not being attired in. 
his clerical habit, wa5 drelTed like the peafants,. 
and only diftinguiflied by his long and floy^ing 

* in this convent the unfortunate Ivan, wha was dcpofed by 
Blizabeth> fufFered a* tcmporsiry confiitement.. See book. V, chap. «. 

bain. 
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hain He, his wife, and the reft of the family^ 
were bufily employed in extrading the roe from 
large quantities of fifh, which are caiight in the 
Mafta, and with which an excellent caviare is pre- 
pared. Having obtained from our landlady the* 
choiceft of thefe fiih, and procured in the village 
a brace of ptarmigans, a bird of the (lartridge 
fpecies, we fauntered out, while fupper was pirepar- 
ing, towards a neighbouring hill^ which attradled 
our attention. 

Two miles from the village, in the middle of a 
vaft plain, rifes, in a circular form, an^ infulated 
hill of fand and- clay; the lower parts are thickly 
ftrewed with detached pieces of red and grey gra- 
nite, fimilar to many others which appear about 
the a!djacent country. I meafured one of thefe 
maffes, and found it twelve feet broad, eight 
thick, and five above the furface of the ground * . 

On the fummit ftands a brick w^hite-wafhed 
church, which is a pleafing objefl; frpm the ad-r 
jacent grounds t - From the top we had a fingu-^ 
lar and extenfive prafpeft. Beneath, tlie country 
is foftiewhat open, and divided into large en- 
clofures of pafture and corn ; to>v^ards the fouth 
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• See fonie curious conjeftures upon thefe granite ftones of 
Bronitz^, in Pallas's Travels j and alfo in Hiftoire dcs Decouvertes 
dans plufieurs Contrees de la Ruilie, Sec. voh I. p. 42, Sec* 

f This eminence was remarkable, in the times •£ icfolatry^for ai» 
oracular temple, built in the place now occupied by the church. 

rife 



t. i. JOURKET to PETERSBURQHi &S 

t 

I 

ri{fe the Valdai hills, fkirting ati immenfe plain, 
which ftretclies towards the north, eaft, and weft, 
as far as the eye can reach; a vaft e3(^panfe with-* 
out a fingle hillock to obftruft the view : it feemed 
an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few folitary 
wooden villages, which appeared fo many points 
in a boundlefs defert. Beyond, at a gftat dif** 
tance, we obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and 
the lake Ilmen fcarcely difcernible through the 
thick gloom of the trees* 

The forwardnefs of the harveft in this northern 
climate has been already mentioned: it had 
been fome time taken in, and the new com was 
fpringing up in many places. The com re^ 
mains, during winter, buried under fnow; at the 
melting of which, in fpring, it fhootsup fpeedily in 
thefe countries, where vegetation is rapid, oii 
the returning warmth of the feafon* But as 
the fhortnefs of the fummer does not always 
allow the grain time to ripen, the peafants uft 
the following method of drying it. They raife 
a wooden building, without windows, fimilar to 
the fhell of the cottages t under this ftru6lure is 
a large cavity, in which, a fire being Aiade, the 
com is laid upon the floor and dried; it is then^ 
hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards 
threfhed. 

In this part of our joutttey, we paffed number- 
VOL. II. F Icfs 
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lefc herds of oxen, jnoving towards Pctcrfburgh; 
mofl of them were driven from the Ukraine, the 
Beared part of wliich country isdiftant 600 mile* 
from the metropolis. During this long progr^fs 
the drivers feldom enter any houfe; they feed their 
cattle upon the flips of pafture on each ilde of the 
road, aod have no other Ihelter in had weather 
than the foliage of the trees. In the evening the 
ftili fiience of the country was interrupted by the 
occafional lowing of the pxen, and carols of the 
drivers; while the folhary gloom of the foreft 
W^ enlivened with the glare of numerous fires> 
furrounded by different groups of herdfmen ia 
Various attitudes : fome were^ fitting round the 
flame, fome employed in dreffing their provi- 
£ons, and othera fleeping upon the bar^ ground. 
They refembled, in drefs and manners, a ram- 
Wing horde of Tartars. 

TheToute from Mofcow to Peterfeurghis con- 
tinued during -a fpace of 500 miles, almoft in a 
(Iraight line cut through the forefty and is ex- 
tremely tedious : on each fide the trees are cleared 
to the breadth of forty or fifty paces; and the 
whole way runs chiefly through endlefs trads of 
wood, only broken by villages, round which,'to 
a fmall diAance, the grounds are open and culti- 
vated. 

The road is pf an equal breadth, and formed 
8 by 
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by trunks * of trees laid tranfverfely, and bound 
down in the center, and at each extretnity» 
by long polesy or beams, fattened into the 
ground with wooden pegs ; thefe trunks are co- 
vered with layers of boughs, and the whole is 
ftrewed over with fand or earth. When the road 
is new, it is remarkably good ; but as the trunks 
decay or fink into the ground, and as the fand or 
earth is worn away or wafhed off by the rain, it 
is broken into innumerable holes ; and the jolt* 
ing of the caniage over the bare timber can 
better be conceived than defcribed. In many 
places the road is a perpetual fucceffion of ridges, 
and the motion of the carriage a continual con- 
cuffion, much greater than I ever experienced 
over the roughqft pavement. 

The villages which occafionally line this route 
are extremely fimilar, confifting ufually of a 
fiAgle ftr^et, with wooden cottages; a few only 
being diftinguiihed by brick houfes. The cot- 
tages in thefe parts are fuperior tothofe between 

* Mr. Hanway makes a c]Arious calculation of the number of 
trees employed tamake a road of x 50 vtr&s. *' Allowing one tree 
i^th another to be 9 inches diameter, and the length ^3 feet, 
and Jiippoiing the foundation and fides to he only half £0 many 
more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 46 feet wide^ 
here is an expence of 2,200,000 trees/* Hanway*s Travels^ vol. 
I. p. 92. If we extend this calculation over the whole Ruilian 
empire/ reaching 4000 miles in length, and take in the different 
crofs-roads, the expence of wood mufl be amazing, but thefon;il» 
arealfo boundlefs and inexhauflible. * 

f ^ Tolitzan 
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Tolitzanand Mofcow: they feemed, indeed, well 
fuited to a rigorous climate, and although con-^ 
ftrucled in the rudeft manner, are comfortable 
habitations. The fite of each building is an 
oblong fquare, inclofedby a high ifooden wall, 
with a penthoufe roof, and appears on the out- 
fide like a large barn. In one angle of this 
inclofure ftands the houfe, fronting the ftreet of 
the village, with the ftair-cafe on the outfide, 
and the door opening underneath the penthoufe 
roof: it contains one, or at moft two rooms. 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by 
no means ufual in this country; infomuch that> 
in all the cottages I entered in Ruffia, I only ob^ 
ferved two, each of which contained two women 
at different ends with their clbthes on. The fa- 
mily flept generally upon the benches, on the 
ground, or over the ftove * ; occafionally men, 
women, and children, promifcuoufly, without 
difcrimination of fex or condition, and frequently 
almoft in a.ftate of nature. In fome cottages I 
obferved a kind of flielf, about fix or feven feet 
from the ground, carried from one end of the 
room to the other; to which were faftened feve- , 
ral tranfverfc planks, and upon thefe fome of the 
family flept with their heads and feet occafionally 

• The ftove is a kind of brick oven J it occupies almoft a quar- 
ter of the room> and is flat at top. 

 hanging 
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hanging down/ and appearing to us, who Avere 
not accuftomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on 
the point of falling to the ground. The number 
of perfons, thus crowdbd into a fmall fpace, 
fpmetimes amounting to twenty, added to the 
heat, of the ftove, rendered the room intolerably, 
warm, and produced a fuffocating fmell, which, 
nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. This in- 
convenience was ftill more difagreeable in the. 
cottages not provided with chimnies, where the 
dinoke loaded the atmoi^here with additional im- 
purities. If we opened the lattices to admit frefli 
2^ir, fuch an influx of cold wind rulhed into the 
room, that we preftrred. the heat and effluvia to 
the keennefs of the northern blafts. 

In the midft of every room h^,ngs from the 
cieling a veflel of holy water, and a lamp, lighted 
on particular occafions. Every houfe. is pro- 
vided with a piQiure, of a faint coarfely daubed 
on wood, which frequently refembles more ^ 
Calmuc idol, than a human head ; to this the peor 
pie pay the higheft marks of veneration. All 
the members of the family, the moment they 
rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to fleep in the evening, never omitted their ado^ 
ration to the faii>t: they croffed themftlves 
during feveral minutes upon the fides and fore-^ 
heq-d, bowed very low, spd fometimest even prof- 

y 3 ' ' trated 
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trated thcnrfelves on the ground. Every pea- 
iant alfo, on entering the room, paid his obeifance 
to this objeflrof worihip, before he addrefled him- 
felf to the famfly . 

The peafants, in their common intercourfe, 
ate remarkably polite to each other: they take 
off their cap at meeting, bow ceremonio'ufly and 
frequently, and ufually exchange a falute. They 
acconipany their ordinary difcourfe with much 
aflion and innumerable geftui'es^ and are exceed- 
ingly fervile in their expreflions of deference to 
their Tuperiofs : in accoftiilg a perfon of confe- 
quence, they proftrate thenifelves, and even touch 
the ground with their heads. We were often 
ftrack at receiving this kind of eaftern homage, 
not only from beggars, but frequently from 
children, and occafionally from fome of the pea- 
fants themfelves« 

In the appearance of the common people, no- 
thing furprifed us more than the enormous 
thicknefs of their^ legs, which we at firft con- 
ceived to be their real dimenfions; but the bulk, 
which created our aftonifliment, proceeded from 
the coverings with which they fwaddle their legs, 
in fummer as well as winter. Befide one or two 
pair of thick Worded ftockings,they envelop their 
legs with wrappers of xjoarfe flannel or cloth, fe- 
veral feet in length, and over thefe frequently 

draw 
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dmw a pair of boots, fo large as to receive their 
bulky contents with the utmoil facility. 

The peafants are well clothed, comfortably 
lodged, and' feem to enjoy plenty of wholefome 
food.' The rye-bread, whoie blacknefs at firft 
difgnfls the eye, and whofe foumefs the tafte, of 
a delicate traveller, agrees well with the appetite; 
bmt as I became reconciled to it from ufe, I found 
it no unpleafant morfel : this bread is rendered 
more palatable by ftnffin^ it with onions and 
groats, carrots, or green corn, and feafoning it 
irith orL The other articles of theijr food I have 
eiiiimerated on a former occafio^, in addition 
to which I ihall only obferve, that muihrooms 
are fo exceedingly common in thefe regions, as to 
form a very effential part of their provifion. I 
fi^om ottered a cottage without feeing great 
abiindance ; and in palling through the maikets, 
was o£ben a^niflied at the prodigiims quantity 
expofed foriale: the variety wasno lefs remark- 
able than- the jmrnber; they were of many co- 
lours, amongfl which I particularlj noticed Whit^ 
black, brown, yellow, green, and pink. The 
C(fmii«»i drink of the peafants is quafs, a fer- 
mented liquor, foinewhat like fweet-wort, mside 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley-meal 
and deeined an exrcellent antifcorbutic, They 
are CKtremely fond of whifky, a fpirituous li- 
quor diftUied from malt, which the pooreft can 

F 4 occaJ&onally 
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pccafionally command, and which they ofken ufo 
to great Vxcefs, 

The backwardnefs,of the Ruflian 'peafants in 
the mechanical arts, when compared with thofi^ 
of the other European nations, is vifible. to ^ 
fuperficial obferver. As. we approached Peterft 
turgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Europe, 
the villagers were better furnifhed with the c6n-» 
veniences of life, a,nd further advanced in the 
knoAvledge of the neceffatry arts, than thofe who 
fpU under our notice between Tolitzin and Mof^ 
?ow; The planks were . lefs frequently hewn 
with thse *ie, and faw-pits, which we had long 
confidered as objeds . of curiofity, oftener oc-» 
currcd; the cottages were more fpacious and 
convenient, provided with larger windows, and 
generally had chimnies; they were alfo more 
^.mply ftored with houiliold furniture, and with 
wooden, and fometimes even earthen utehfils. 
Still, however, their progrefs to>^'ards civilization 
is very ipconfiderable^ and maaiy inflan<ies of 
^e groffeft barbarifm fell under Pur obferva- 

tion, . 

The inhabitants of diiFerent villages on 
the roads, who furnifli poft horfes, are called 
yamftiics^ and enjoy, fome peculiar privileges. 
They are obliged to iupply all couriers and 
travellers at a moderate price, in the deareil 
parts at 1 \4f and in ipany other partsi at ^, pep 
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vctft* for each horfe; and, in compenfation, are 
exempted from the poll-tax, and fupplying re- 
cruits: notwithflanding thefe immunities, the 
price Tihey receive for their horfes is fo incoa<» 
iiderable, that they frequently produce them 
with the greateft reluftance, The inftant a tra» 
veller demands a fupply of frefli horfes, the y am- 
ihics affemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle 
to fuch a degree, as to afford amufement to' a 
perfon who is not impatient to depart. Their 
fqnabbles on this occafion have ftruck all tra^ 
Tellers who have given any account of this 
country, Chanceler, the firft Englifhman who 
landed at Archangel, and went from thence to 
Mofcow, could not fail to obferve this clrcum- 
Jlance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent i* . " Expreffe commandement was 
given, that poft-horfes Ihould bee gotten for him, 
and the reft of his company, without any mo- 
ney. Which thing was, of all the Ruffes in the 
reft of their journey, fo willingly done, that they 
began to quarrel, yea, and to fight alfo, in flriv- 
}ng and contending which of th^m ihould put 
their poft-horfes to the fledde." 

In this defcription, however, Chanceler has 
pnade a ludicrous miftake ; for the objed of their 

9 Three qusirters of a mile, Th« price however has been ilnc^ 
increafed. 
f I ^a,ckl^yt'8, Voyages, yd. I. p. 2^7, 

fcjuabbles 
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fijaabbles was not to obtain, but to decline, tkc 
honour of furnifliiilg him with horfes. The fame 
fcene is often renewed at prefect, and the poft^ 
nafter not unufuaUy fettles the intricate conteft 
by compelling the yamfliics to draw lots. 
Indeed, as I have before remarked, it is abfo* 
iHtely- neceffary for a foreigner, who wiflies tQ 
travel with expedition, not only to provide him- 
ielf with a paiTpoit, but alfo to prociire ja Ruf- 
fian foldier, who inftead of attending to the 
Arguments of the peafants, or waiting for tha 
flow mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily 
decides the bufinefs by the powerful interpor 
fition of his cudgel. The boors, quicjcly 
Jilenced^ by this dumb mode oi argumentation*^ 
find no difficulty in adjufting their preten* 
fions, and the horfes almofl inftantly make their 
appearance. 



In our roi^te through RulTia J was furprifed 
at the propeniity of the natives to finging. 
Even the peafants w.ho a6led in the capacity 
of coachmen and poftilions, rwere nojfooner 
mounted than they began to warble an air, and 
continued it, without the leaft intermiffion, for 
feveral hours. But what ftill more aftoniflied me 
wa3, that they performed occafionally in parts ; 
I frequently obferved them engaged in a kind of 
mufical dialogue, making reciprocal queftions 

• Arguinciitlim baculinum, 

and 



and refpon&% as if chanting (if I may ib 
cxptefe myfclF) their ordinary conveHation; 
The f6Rilx(ms Jing^ from the beginning, to the 
end of a ilage;; the {oWiers\^ng during thek 
march; the countrymen j&r^ amid the moft 
laborious occupations; the public-houi^S • re«- 
<cho with their carols ; and in a ftill evehing I 
Tkave frequently heard the air rihr^e with th6 
motes of the furrounding villages* ^ 

An ingenious author ^^ long refidentin Ruj&ai, 
tfrho turned his attention to the ikidy of the n^ii* 
ifnkl mufic, gives the following information upon 
this fubje6):. The general mufic that /prevailf 
among the common people in Ruflia, from the 
Dunatothe Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifls 
in one fpecies of fimple melody, which admits of 
infinite variation, according to the ability of tlie 
finger, or the cuftom of the feveral provinces in 
this extenfive empire. The words of the foitgs are 
moftly in profe, and often extempore, according 
to the immediate invention or recolleftion of the 
finger ; perhaps an antient legend, the hiftory of 
an enormous giant, a defcription of a beautiful 
girl, a dialogue between a lover and his miftrefs, or 
the account of a murder. Sotoetimes they arc 
merely letters and fyllables taken from an old ac- 

• Suehlin. See his Nacrichten von der Mniak in Rttfsland, m 
Ha7gold*s Beylagen, voL II. p. .60 to 65 $ where ipecimens of this 
air are given. 

' _ cidencei 
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cidence, metrically arranged, and adapted to this 
general ain Thefe words are chiefly ufed by 
mothers in fingiqg to their children ; while the 
boors, perform their national dance to the fame 
tune, accompanied with inflrumental muiic^ 
The fubjcdof the fongalfo frequently alludes to 
tthe adventures of the finger, or to his prefent 
lituation; and the peafants adapt the topics* o€ 
their common difcourfe, and their difputes with 
each other, to this general air ; which,, altogether, 
ioitns ap ei^trabrdinary eSeO^y and led me to 
cfonjefhire, that, they chanted th^if ordinary 
conveifationt 



r 
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NoVdgorod.— Antiquity, powtr, grandeur, independency decline 
fubje6tion, and downfal>-Preient ihte.— Cathedral of St. Sophia« 
—Early introdu6lion of painting into Kuflia.— Price of provl- 
fi6n8.-f*InCidents of the joUnleJr tO Peterfburgh. 

A T Bronitza we croffed the Mafta uj)On a raf^ 
*^^. compofed of feven or eight trees ruddy 
joined together, which fcarcely afforded room 
for the carriage and two horfes. We then con- 
tinued our route, through a level country, to 
the banks of the Volkovetz, or little Volkof; 
which we pafled in a ferry ; and, after mounting 
a gentle rife, defcended into the open marihy 
plain of pafture, which reaches, without interrup- 
tion, to the walls of Novogorod. That town, at a 
fmall diftance, exhibited a moft magnificent ap« 
pearance, and, from the great number of churches 
and convents, which on every fide prefented 
themfelves to view, announced our approach to 
a confiderable city ; but our expeSations were 
by ilo means realized. 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy 

ideas of fallen grandeur, than Novogorod. It 

is one of the mofl ancient cities in Ruflia ; 

and was formerly called Great Novogorod, to 

- diftinguifh it from other Ruffian towns of a 

fimilar 
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fimilar appellation *. According to Neftor, the 
' earlieft of the Ruffian hiftorians, it was tniilt at 
the fame time witb Kiof, in the middle of th^ 
fifth century, by a Sclavonian hoyde, who if- 
iued from the banks of the Volga. Its anti- 
quity is proved by a paffage in the Gothi^ 
hiftorian, Jomanden; in which it is called-Ci- 
vitas Nova, or New Town f- We have little 
infight into its hiftory before the ninth century, 
when Ruric, Uie iirft great-duke of Ruffia, made 
it the metropolis of his vaft dominions. The 
year fubfequent to his death, in 879, the feat of 
government wai removed, under his fon Igor 
then ^n infant, to Kiof ; and Novogorod con* 
tinued, above a century, under the jurifdic- 
tion of governors nominated by the great-dukes. 
At length, in 970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor^ 
treated his third fon Vlodimir duke of Novo- 
gorod : . Vlodimir, fucceeding his father in the 
throne of Ruffia, ceded the town to his fon Ya*- 
Toflaf ; who, in 1036, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid tlte foundai* 
tion of their liberty. From this period Novo- 
gorod was for a long time governed by its own 
dukes : thefe fovereigns were at firft fubordinate 

• Niflinei Novogorod, and Noyogorod Sevetikou 

t Sclavini a Civitatc Novi et Sclavino Rumiinenfi* ct kcti qui 
appcllatur Mufianus, &c- Thclakclsthcllmcnj and the Civita» 
"Nova, Novogorod. S. R, G. Vol. V, p. 383. 

to 
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to tbe great^dukes, whorefided at Kiof and Vok>« 
idimir ; but afterwards, as the town increafed in 
population and wealth, gradually ufurped aa 
abfolute independency *• 

But while they thus ihook off the yoke of 
a difiant lord, they \rere unable to maintain their 
authority over their own fubje^s. Although 
the Aicceflion continued in the iame family; 
yetp as the dukes were eleded by the inhabi-- 
taats^ they gntdually bartered, as the price of 
their somtnation, all their mod valuable prero^ 
gatives. They were alfo fo frequently depofed, 
^at, for near two centuries, the lift of the dukea 
refembles more a calendar of annual magiftrates» 
than a regular line of hereditary princes ; and, in ^ 
effe6l, Novogorod was a republic under the ju- 
rifdii^ion of a nominal Sovereign. T^ie privileges 
enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavour* 
able to the power of thp dukes, proved extremely 
beneficial to the real interefts of the town: it 
became the great mart of trade between Ruffia 
and the Hanfeatic cities, and miade rapid ad- 
vances in opulence and population. At this 
period its dominions were fo extenfive f, its 

• S. R. O. Vol. v. p. 397. 

f Itt territory estended to the north as £ir as the ftontiers of 
Livonia and Finland, and comprifed great part of the province of 
Archangel, and a large diftnft beyond the north<weflem limits of 
Siberia* 

power 



power fo great, and itsfituationfo impregnable^ 
las to give aife to a proverb, " Who can rdift the 
Gods and Great Novogopod * ?'* 

It continued in this flourifliing ftate until the 
middle of the I5th Century, when the great- 
dukes of Ruffia, who ftill retained the title of 
dukes of Novogorod, having transferred their 
refidence from Kiof to Volodimir, and after* 
wards to Mofcow, laid claim to its feudal 
fovereignty ; a demand which the inhabitants 
fometimes evaded by compofition, fometimes by 
xefiftance, but were fometimes compelled to ac-» 
knowledge. At length, in 1471, Ivan Vaffili* 
cvitch I. having fecured his dominions againfl 
the inwads of the Tartars, and extended his em- 
pire by the conqueft of the neighbouring princi- 
palities, afferted his right to the fovereignty of 
Novogotod, and enforced his pretenfiohs by a 
formidable army. He vanquifhed the troops of 
the republic, and, having forced the citizens to 
acknoAvJedge his claims, appointed a governor, 
who was permitted to refide in the town, and ex* 
ercife the authority formerly veiled in their own 
dukes f. This power, however, being exceed* 
pgly limited, left them in the entire poffeflion 
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* S(uis contra Deos it Magttam No^gardiam f 

•(• The government was fimilar to that of the GertttaH republic^, 
who acknowledge the emperor as their liege-lord, but arc under thft 
juri^li^ion of their own magiflrates. 

of 
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of their moft valuable immunities : they retained 
their own laws, chofe their own magiftrates, and 
the governor never interfered in public affairs, 
except by appeal. 

Ivan, by no means contented with this limit- 
ed fpccies of government, watched a favourable 
opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 
1477, laid fiege to the town. His defigns being 
abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants 
were conftrained to fubfcribe to the conditions 
impofed by the haughty conqueror. The gates 
were thrown open ; the great-duke entered the 
place in the charafter of fovereign, and the 
people, tendering the oath of allegiance, deli- 
vered into his hands the charter of their liber- 
ties, which unanimity would flill have preferved 
inviolate. One circumftance, recorded by hif- 
torians as a proof of unconditional fubjec- 
tion, was the removal of an enormous bell from 
Novogorod to Mofcow, denominated i by the 
inhabitants eternaly and revered as the palla- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their 
privileges. It was fufpended in the market- 
place ; the facred found drew the people infiant- 
ly from the moft remote parts, and tolled the 
fignal of foreign danger or inteftine tumult. The 
great-duke peremptorily demanded this objeft 
of public veneration, which he called " The /«- 
rum of /edition ;*' and the inhabftants confider- 

voL. ii; o ed 



82 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 



B. 4. 



ed its furrender as the fure prelude of dei>artmg 
liberty. 

From this period the great-duke became in 
cfFeft abfolute fovereignof Novogorod^ although 
the oftcnfibl^ forms of government were ftiil 
preferved : to enfure the obedience of his new 
fubje6ls, he tranfplatited above a thoufand of 
the principal citizens to Mofcow and other 
towns ; and fecured the Kremlin of Novogorod, 
with ftrong walls of brick. Notwithftanding 
the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fub- 
je6l, and the oppreflion which they experienced 
from Ivan and his fiicceffors ; yet Novogorod 
flill continued the largeft and mod commercial 
city in aU Ruffia, as will appear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who pafled 
through it in 1554 in his way to Mofcow. 
" Ne^t Unto Mofcow, the city of Novogorod is 
reputed the (ihiefeft of Ruffia ; for although it 
be in majeftie inferior to it, yet in greatneife it 
goeth beyond it. It is the chiefeft and greateft 
marte towne of all Mofcovie ; and albeit the 
emperor's feate is not there, but at Mofco, yet r 
the commodioufnefle of the river, faiUing into 
that gulfe which is called Sinus Finnicus, where* 
by it is well frequented by merchants, makes it 
more famous than Mofco itfelf */' 



^ HacklttTt, vot I. p. 251. 



Its 
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Its population, during this period, was fo great, 
that in 1508, above 1 5,000 perfons died of an 
epidemical diforder * ; more than double the 
number of the prefent inhabitants. In its 
moft flourifliing condition it contained at leaft 
400,000 fouls t- Under the reign of Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch II. the profperity of Novogorod expe- 
rienced a fatal downfal ; that monarch having, 
in 1570, difcovered a fecret correfpondence be- 
tween fome of the principal inhabitants and Si- 
gifmond Auguftus king of Poland,^ relative to a 
furrender of the city into his hands, punilhed 
them in the moft inhuman manner. He repaired 
in perfon to Novogorod ; and appointed a court of 
inquiry, juftly denominated the tribunal of blood. 
Contemporary hiftorians relatfe that its proceed- 
ings continued during the fpace of five weeks^ 
and that on each day of this fatal period more 
than 500 inhabitants fell viftims to the venge- 
ance of incenfed defpotifm^ According to fome 
authors, 25,000, according to others, more than 
30,000 perfons perilhed in this dreadful carnage. 
Thofe writers, who were the czar's enemies, have 
probably exaggerated the number of thefe exe-^ 

 S. R. G. vol. V, p. 494. 

f According to, Htym, Novogorod, in 17(3, contained 4t 
churches, 6 convents, wad, exdufive of i* public buildings, xjx» 
hoiifes, of which only 59 were of brick. The population amount- 
ed to 3342 males and 3784 females. 

G 2 cutiony;* 
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cutions ; and it is but juftice to add, that fome 
circuniftances in their relations are unqueftiona^ 
hly falfe : but though we ought not to give 
implicit credit to all the accounts recorded by 
his adverfaries ; yet, even by the confeffion of 
his apologifts, there ftill remains fufficient evi- 
dence of his favage ferocity in this bafbarous 
tranfadion, which equals if not furpaffes, in cru- 
elty, the maffacre at Stockholm under Chiiftian 

This horrid cataftrophe and the fubfequent 
oppreffions which tne town experienced from 
that great though fanguinary prince, impaired 
its ftrength ; and it is defcribed as a place of 
defolation by Uhlfield, the Danifli embaffadon 
But although the fplendour of this once flourilh- 
ing town received a conliderable diminution; 
yet it M^as not totally obfcured until the founda- * 
tion of Peterfburgh, whither Peter the Great 
transferrec^ all the commerce of the Baltic, M^hich 
before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart 
of earth, with a range of old towers at regular 
difiancesy forming a circumference of fcarcely a 
jnile and an half ; and even this inconfiderable' 
circle includes much open fpace, and many 
houfes which are not inhabited. As Novogo- 
rod was built after the manner of the antient 
towns of this country, in the Afiatic ftyle, this 
xampart, likfe that of the Semlainogorod at Mof- 
* cow, 
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cow, probably en cloibd feveral interior circles : 
without it was a vaft extenfive fuburb, which 
reached to the diitance of fix miles, and includ- 
ed all the convents and churches, the antient 
ducal palace and other ftruftures, that now makcJ 
a fplendid^ but folitaiy appearance, in the adja-' 
cent plain, 

Novogorod ftretches on both fides of the Vol- 
kof, a beautiful river of confiderable depth and 
rapidity, and fomewhat broader than the Thames 
at Windfor. This river feparates the town into 
two divifipns ; the Trading^ Part, and the Quar- 
ter of St. Sophia, which are united by means of 
a bridge, partly of wood and partly of brick. 
. The firft divifion, or the Trading PaTt, is, 'ex- 
cepting the governor's houfe, a rude clufter o^ 
wooden habitations, and in no other refpeft difr 
tinguiflied from the common villages than by 
numerous brick churches and convents, melanr 
choly monuments of former magnificence. In 
all parts I was ftruck with thefe remain^ of ruin- 
ed grandeur ; while half-cultivated fields enclof-* 
ed within high palifadoes, and large fpaces co- 
vei^d with nettles, attefted prefent defolation* 
Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and feve- 
ral detached ftru6hires' of the fame materials, 
crefted at the emprefs's expenoe, for a manufac- 
ture of ropes and f^'ils, exhibited a fplei^jjid 
figure when contrafl:ed with the furroun^ing 

Jiovels. 
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The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quax* . 
ter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation fronx 
the cathedral, and comprehends the fortrefs or 
Kremlin ere6led for the purpofe of curbing the 
uihabitants, and preventing frequent* infurrec- 
tions. It is of an oval fonn, and furrounded by 
a high brick wall, ftrengthened with round and 
fquare towers^: the wall is (imilar to that which 
^nclofes the Kremlin at Mofcow, and was alfo 
built m 1490 by the Italian archited Solario of 
^lilan, at the order of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. foon 
after the conqueft of Novogorod. The fortrefs 
contains. the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old ar- 
chiepifcopal manfion with the ftair-cafe on the 
ontiide, part of a new palace not finifhed, and a 
few other brick buildings ; but the remaining 
(pace is a waftc, overfpread with weeds aiid net-^ . . 
ties, and covered with ruins. 

The cath^edral of St. Sophia, one of the moft 
Wtient churches in Ruflia, was begun in 1044 
by Vlodimir Yaroflavitch duke of No\ ogorod, 
gnd completed in 105 1 *. It was probably con- 
ilruftcd foon after Chriftia,nity was introduced 
into Rnflia by the Greeks, and called St. So- 
phiai from the church of that name in Confiau- 

• S, R. G. vol. v. p. 398. A wooden church of thft fame name 
was f onftnifledabout the year 1000 by Joachim, the firft bi(hop of 
Novogorod, on the fpot where this cathedral now (binds. Ibid. 
p. 394. - ' 

tinoplc' 
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tinople.'lt is a high fquare building, with a' 
gilded cupola, and four tin domes. We enter- 
ed this venerable pile through a pair of brazen 
gates ornamented with various figures in ^Ito 
relievo, reprefenting the Paffion of our Saviour, 
and other fcriptural hiftories. According to 
tradition, thefe gates were brought from the 

I 

antient town of Cherfon, where Vlodimir 
the Great was baptized, are fuppoled to be of 
Grecian workmanfhip, and are in confequence 
of this perfuafion called Korfunfkie Dveri, the 
doors of Cherfon. But if we admit the truth 
of this tradition, how fliall we account for the 
Latin chaFa6lerg with which they are infcribed. 

p. c. WICMANNVS MEOIDEBVRGEN8IS 
, ALEXANDER e^ DEBLVCICH. 
AVE MAI^IA QPACIAPLEIJS p|!S TEECVQI. 

» 

The firft part of this infcription feems to prove 
rather, that they came from Magdeburgh in 
G ermany ; a circumftance by no ii>eans impro- 
bable, as the inhabitants of Novogorod main- 
tained, in tbofe early times, a no lefs frequent 
intercburfe with Germany than with Greece. 

In the infide of this cathedral are twelve maf* 
fy. piers white-. waihed, which, as well as the 
walls, are thickly covered with the reprefenta« 
tions of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and of 
yayioi^s faints. Some of thefe paintings are of 

9 4 very 
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very high antiquity, and probably anterior to 
the revival of the art in Italy. Many of the 
figures are finiflied in a hard flat Jiy It of colour- 
ing upon a gold ground^ and exaftly fimilar to 
thofe of the Greek artifts, by whom, according 
^rO Vafari, painting was firft introduced into 
Italy, 

Towards the latter end of the I sth century, 
fome Greek artifts invited to Florence, painted 
a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. 
Although their defign and colouring were hard 
and flat J and they chiefly reprefented the, figures 
on a field of gold; yet there produ6lions were 
much admired in that ignorant century. Ci- 
mabue, who was then a boy, ftruck with their 
performance, was accuftomed to pafs all thet 
time he could fteal from fchool in contemplat- 
iijfg the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whol^ atten- 
tion to the ftudy of an art to whigh his genius 
feemed inclined. His firft compofitions had 
all the defefts of the matters whom he imi- 
tated \ but he gradually iinproyed as he advanc- 
ed, and laid the firft rude foundation of that 
aftoniiliing excellence which the fchgob of Ita- 
ly afterwards attained. 

As painting was brought into Italy from the 
G reek empire, when there was fcarcely any con- 
nection between thofe two countries, we may 

' be 
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be well affured it was introduced at a more jear* 
ly period into : Ruffia, from the fame quarter ; 
not only becaufe a cbnftant intercourfe had beeA 
long maintained between the great-dukes and 
emperors of Conftantinople, and becaufe the par 
triorch was formerly the head of/the church ef- 
tabliihed in RuiBa ; but likewife' becaufe the 
Ruffians, being converted to Ghriftianity by 
the Greeks, were accuftomed^ after their ex- 
ample, to decorat^ their, temples ^t'ith various 
-figures, and muft have received, from them many 
portraits of faints, which /ornl in their religion 
a wceff^ry pairt.of divine worfhip. We may 
conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of SU 
Sophia, which was built in the nth century, 
and is one of the moft antient churches of Ruf- 
fia, was ornamented with the figures of faiiits by 
Greek artifts, whom the great-dukes pf Novo- 
gorod drew from Conftantinople. The reprefen-. 
tatipns in iqu^ftion, indeed,, ?ire fuch mere daub- 
ings, as not to- deferve a particular inquiry, if 
it did not affift in illuftrating the pi;ogrefs of 
the liberal arts, and afcertainmg the . early in- 
trodudion of paiuting into this country, atJ^ 
period when it was probably unknown even in 
Italy*. 

* Jam diu pingunt Riitheni^ et quis credat ? feculo duodeciiiKH 
fsLy% Falconi,— See Sflai fur ]^ Bib. ^c. p. 19. 

Several 
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Several princes of the ducal family of Ruffia 
MC interred in this cathedraL The firfl is yio.-* 
dlimir Yaroflavitch, who was born in 1040, died 
3r 105 1 ♦, and buried in this church, which h« 
bad juft coinpleted. Beiide^ his tomb, are thofa 
of bis mother Anne, daughter of the eaftem em-» 
p»x)r Romanus, his wife Alexandra, his brother 
Micaiflaf, and, laftly, of Feodor, brother of 
Alexander Neviki, who died in I2fi8. The mo(| 
antient of thefe fepulchres ai^ of carved wood 
gilt, filyered, and furrounded with iron rails | 
the others are of brick and mortar. Within thQ 
flM^Auary ^ walls are covered with Mofaio 
compartments, of coarfe workmaqihip, but cu-f 
"rious from their antiquity. 

C^r landlord is a German ; and his inrij, 
though fmall, one pf the moil pommodious we 
had hitherto piet with in Ruiiia : it was neatly 
fumifhed, and afforded beds, an article of fingu? 
lar luxury in this country, which we had nQ 
finall difficulty to procure eyen ii^ the city of 
Mofcow. . 

By the allrilance of our landlord we obtained 
the price of proyilions in thcfe parts :};: 

Batcher*s meat jier EuiCan ppund f - if to ^ z ' 
Black bread per ditto - * - -i 
White toiiunon ditto - t r i 

• S. R. G. vol. v. p. 399. 

t A Ruifian pound -7 li^ English ounces. 

' • FrtJnch 
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t. d» s, d, 
French ditto - - - - 2 

Butter ditto - - - - ^ 

Ten eggs from - - - - if to o 5 

Fair of fowls from - ^ - i 3 to x 8 

Fatted goofe . . . 1 . 

Couple of wild ducks - - - 6 
Tame ditto ""-13 

Brace of Partridges * - - 10 

Black game, cock and hen • i 6. 

Hare ----- 7^ 

.Quart of nulk - - - - if 

Beft fpiritYioiis liquors per quart i 5f 

Worftfort - . . - 8{ 

Pair of peafanfs leather flioes - i 3 

Boots - - - - 4 10 

Round hat - -•'-13 
Peaiant*s fliirt, no collar or wrift- j 
bandy and very (hort. ^ ... 

Our coach being much ihattered by the bad 
roads, we left it at Novogorod, and continued 
our journey in kibitkas^ the common carriages of 
the country. A kibiika is a fniall cart, capable 
i)f containing two perfons abreaft, while the 
driver fits upon the further extremity clofe to 
the horfes' tails. It is about five feet in length, 
and the hinder half is covered with a femi-circu- 
lar tilt, open in front like the top of a cradle, 
made of kths interwoven-and covered with birch 
or beech-bark. There is not a piece of iron in 
the whole machine. It has no fprings, and 
is fattened by means of wooden pins, ropes, 
' and fticks, to the body of the carriage. The 

' ' \ ' Ruffians, 
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Ruffians, when they travel in thefe kibitkas, 
place a feather-bed in the bottom, admiral^ly 
calculated to break the intolerable jolts and 
concuffions, occafioned by the . uneven timber 
roads. With this precaution a kibitka, though 
inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the moft 
commodious vehicle. The traveller ftretches 
himfelf at length upon the feather-bed, and, if 
inclined, may dofe away the journey in perfefl 
tranquillity. But being novices in the method 
of equipping this fpccies of conveyance, we dif- 
fered a layer qf trunks and-othei* hard baggage to 
be fubftituted in the place of feather-beds : thefe 
fubftances, fq mwl| more bulky, and fo much 
lefs yielding than down, obliged us either 16 fit 
icnder the tilt in a floping pofture, or upon the 
narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternfate en- 
joyment of which delegable politions, we paffed 
twelye hours without intermiffion, and with no 
rdfreftiment. Thofe who have ever regaled them-? 
felves amidft a pile of loofe trunks and boxes in 
the baflcet of a heavy-laden ftage coach, over 
the roughed pavement, would efteem that mode 
of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. 
Our impatience, however, to reach Peterfburgh 
beguiled infomfc meafure the bruifes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and in- 
duced us to perfcvere in our route till after ten 
at night; when, being (Jepofited in a fmall vil- 
lage, 
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lage, I had fcarcely ftrength remaining to Crawl 
to fome frelh ftrawr fpread for our beds in th« 
corner of an unfumiflied inn. With the comforts 
of this delightful place of repofe I. was fo ena- 
moured, that I could not be prevailed upon to 
relinquifh it even for a few minutes, for the en- 
joyment of an excellent ragout prepared by our 
fervant, which a conflant failing fince nine in the 
morning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night's reft, and. the profpe6l ' of 
only fifty miles between us and Peterft)urgh, in- 
duced us to re-aflume our former fiations, and 
to brave a repetition of our fatigue. The coun- 
try we pafled through was ill calculated to al- 
leviate our fufferings, by transferring our atten- ' 
tion from ourfelves to the furrounding objeds. 
Excepting the environs of Novogorod, which 
were tolerably open, the road made of timber, 
and as ftraight as an arrow, ran through a per- 
petual foreft, without the leaft intermixture of 
hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated 
ground. Througk this dreary extent, the 
gloomy uniformity of the foreft tv^as only 
broken by a few folitaty villages at loiig dif- 
tances from each other, without the interven- 
tion of a fingle houfe. Itchora, the laft village 
at which we changed horfes, though but 20 miles 
from the capital, was fmall and wretched, and 
the adjacent country as inholpitable and un- 
peopled 
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peopled as that we had already pafled. Aboti 
ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned \ 
the rights and the fcene inftantly 1>rightene4 
thewoods gave way to cultivation, the countr 
began to be enlivened with houfes, the inequal 
ties of the timber road were fucceeded by the 1^ 
Vd df a fpacious caufeway equal to the find 
turnpikes of England, the end of each verftl 
was marked with fuperb mile-iibnes of granil 
and marble, and a long avenue of trees was clof^ 
at the di1fta:n6e of a few miles with a view of P(J 
leriburgh, the objedfc of our wiflies^ and the tei 

mination of otir labours. | 

I 

• Throughout all the high loadt of Rul£a» each verik (or thu^ 
c{uarters of a^mile) is marked by a wooden poft, about twelve fe| 

• - ' \ 
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CHAP. iff. 

JoftificatiQii of Peter the Great for transferring the feat of empiie 
from Mofcow to St. Petersburgh^Defcrlt)tion of the new me- 
tropolis.— -Foulidation ^d prc^refs.— Circumference andpopu* 
Ixtion;— •tnundatidns of the Neta.*-*Rcnuuiuibie flood in i *m*'^ 
Bridge of Pontoons.— Plan for ti bx?4s€ of a iingle arch;u;poft the 
Neva.— Coloflal (btue of Peter the Great.— Account of the pe- 
deftaly and its conveyance to Peteffburgh.— General obiervatioiii 
on the wearier daring the winter.*— Precautions againft the cold* 
— Divcrfions and winter fcenet upon the N^a«— Ice*hiUs4>«*Aii* 
nualfiuCi 

SAINT Petersburgh is iituated in the latitude 
of 59* 56^ as"^ north, and longitude SO* 25' 
eaft, from the meridian of Greenwich. It fiands 
upon the Nera, near the Gulph of Finland, and 
is built partly on fome iflands in the mouth of 
that river, and partly on the continent The 
principal divifions are : I. The Admiralty quar- 
ter; a. The Vaffili OftroiF*; 3. The fortrefs; 
4. The Ifland' of St Peterfbwgh; and 5. The 
various fuburbs, called the fuburbs of Livoniat 
of Mofcow, of Alexander Nevflci, and of Wi- 
burgh. Their refpe6tive fituations will b6 better 
explained by the annexed pkn of the town^ than 
by the moft elaborate defcription. 
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Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure 
for transferring the feat of empire from Mofcow 
to Peter(burgh : it has been urged, with fome de- 
gree of plaufibility, that he was in effecl more an 
Afiatic than an European fovereign ; that Mof- 
cow, lying nearer to the center of his dominions, 
was better calculated-for the imperial refidence ; 
and that, by removing his capital, he neglefted 
the interior provinces, and facrificed every con- 
fideration to his predilection for the fettlemeixts 
upon the Baltic. 

But although Peter fburgh is iituated at the 
extremity of Ruffia, he did not negleft any other 
|>art of his vaft doniihibns. Oil the contrary, 
he was no lefs attentive to his Afiatic than to his 
European provinces: his repeated negotiations 
with the Chinefe, his campaigns againft the 
Turks, and his conqueft of the Perfian provinces, 
which border upon the Cafpian, prove the truth 
of this affertion. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu- 
rope was the quarter from whence the greateft 
daiiger to his throne impended; that the Swedes 
were his moll formidable enemies, and from them 
the very exiftence of his empire was threatened 
ti^ith ahnihilation. It Was iiot by leading his 
troops againft the defilltofy band's of Turks or 
Perfians, that he acquired a* folid military force; 
but by training them to endure the firm attack 
of regular battalions^ and to learn to conquer 

from 
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from repeated deftats: with this- d^figh, "'tBi 
tiearer he fixed his fedt to the borders of Sive?^ 
den, t\^hofe veterans Had long been the terror of 
the north, the more readily his troops li^oiild rent 
bibe their military fpirit, and learn their ivSl-reii 
gulated manoeuvres* Add to this, that the pro- 
teftion of the liew commerce, which he opened 
through the Baltic, depended upon the creation 
and maintenance dF a naval fbrce, which re-^ 
quired' his immediate and almoft continual in- 
- fpe6lk)ii. To this circumftance alone is owing 
fh& rapid and refpeftable rife of the RufTiail 
powety its preponderance in the north, atid po- 
litical importance in the fcale of Europe* In d 
Word, 'had Hot Peter transferred the feat of go- 
Vemmint to the fhores of the Baltic, the Ruffiait 
tj^yiOA never rode triumphant in the Turkifli 
feas* and CatJmriiie IL had never ftbod forth 
the arbitrefs of the north, and the mddiatrix* of 
fiur<ip^:^ •?' - .- •• •■'' ' ' 

'^The toternal improvement of th^ lliiffian em'^ 
{>ifef,'<M^'^eat objeft of Peter'is r^gn, was'con^ 
fideftlBly ddvaniied by approachitig tlie c'dpiM 
to thfe ifeore ciXKilized parts of ^hiHip^: by this 
in<fthSl$fe'drew the nobility from ttidiri^udemag- 
zAmeAbe and feudal- dignity WTV^dV, ^ si 
t&ori immediate depen'dence upoti tHelovet^^ 

^ f ^It muft be remembcredj tb^ Ctthari!|0 f I.IvyjgljiiM! Ac I>>«» 

of Tefchen, in 1799, bet\^een the- emjp^rft^^-pfrip^y.aftd^j^j 

^' VOI/, II. » to 
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to more pplKhed manners, to a greater degree 
of focial intercourfe. Nor did any other caufiv 
perhaps, fo much tend to promote his plans foe 
the civilization of his fubjefts, as the removal of 
the. imperial feat from the inland provinces to the 
Gulf of Finland, 

In oppoiition, tbejefove, to the cenfurers of 
jpeter, we cannot but efteem this aft as extremely 
beneficial, and might even yenture to affert, that 
if, by any. revolution of Europe, this empire 
Uxould lofe its acquifitions on the Baltic ; if the 
court AoulU repair to Mofcow,.- and maintain a 
fainter connexion with . the European powers 
before an effential reformation in tike manners 
of the people takes place ; Ruffia would foon 
relapfe into her original baibarifm, and no tracer 
of the memorable improvements introducied by 
Feter I. and Catharine II. be found but in the 
annals of hiflory. 

In walking about this metropofb I was filled 
with aftoninniment an refle6iing, 4hat fo late ar 
the beginning of thisi century,, the ground on 
jfhich Peterfturgh now flands was- 2^ morafs pc- 
pu^ed by a few fifherroen's huts. The fii^ft 
building of tdie city is fo recent as to be ali^oft 
^^mhey^- bjft perfons now a^iye ; and jta gra- 
dual proga-efe isi traced^itho difficulty. .; Petej 
the Great having wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, 
an4 advanced the boundaries ^f his empire \o 
tffe-:fliore3^ofthle Baltic;- deterniihed to ere<3 • 
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fortteft Upton a, fmall ifland in the mouttf bf thcf 
Nevd, for prote6ling his cdnquefts, and opening 
a new channel of commerce * . As a pi-ehide tdf 
this undertaking, a fmall battery was rdifed on 
another ifland of the Neva, upon the fpot now 
occupied by the Academy of Sciences, and was 
commalided by Vaflili Demitrievitch Kotlhmin. 
Ail the orders of the emperor fent to this officer 
Ibeing direded Vajiii na OJirofy To Vaffili upon 
the ifland, this part of the towh was called Vqjffili 
Ojlrdf, ox the lilatid of Vaflili. 

The fortrefi was begun on the 1 6th of May, 
1703; and^ liotwithftanding the obftruftions 
arifing from the tjiarfliy nature of the ground, 
and the inexperieijide of the workmen, a fmall 
citadel furrounded with a rampart of earth, and 
ftreiigthened with fix baftions, was completed- 
in a; ihort timej An Author f, who was in Ruf- 
fia at that period, informs us, "that the labour- 
ers were not furniflied with the neceflary tools,' 
is pick-axes, fpades and fliovels, whed-bai-rows, 
planks^ andthelikd; notwithfl:atiding which, the 
work went on with fuch expedition^ that it was 
furprifing to fee the fortrefs raifed within lefs 
than live months, though the earth, which is 
very fcarce thereabouts^ was, for the greatei" 

* See Hift. dfeog. and Top. Befchrelliung der Stajit. $. Fet ioi 
the Joufnal of St. Pet. for 1779. 
'^ Pcny'i Sute of Kufiiai vol. I. p. 30a 

H a jpartp 
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part, carried by the labourers in the ikirts of 
their clothes, and in bags made of rags and old 
liiats, the life of wheel-barrows being then un- 
known to them." 

within the fort;refs a few wooden habitations 
were ereded. ,For his own immediate refidence 
Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1703, a 
fmall hut to be raifed in an adjacent ifland, 
which he called the ifland .of St. Peterfburgh, 
and from whiclj the new metropolis has derived 
its name : this hut was low and finally and is ftill 
preftrved in memory of the foyereign who con- 
defcended to dwell in it. Near it was foon 
afterwards conftruc^ed another wooden habitat!* 
on, but larger and more commodious, in wliich 
prince Mentchikof refided, and gaVe audience ta 
foreign minifters. At a fmall diftance was. an 
inn, much fiequented by the courtiers and per- 
ibns of all ranks ; to which Peter frequently re- 
paired on Sundays after divine fervice; and 
qaroufed with his fuite and others who happened 
to be prefent, as fpe<51ators of the fire-works and 
diveifions, exhibited by his- ordejs. 
; On the soth of May, 1706, Peter demolifhed 
the fmall citadel, and began the foundattion of 
the new fortrefe on- the fame fpot. In. 1710, 
count Golovkin built the firftledifice of brick,, 
and in the following year the tzar, with his oVn 
hand, laid the foundation of a houfe, to be ei'ecl«d 

with 
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•with the fame materials*. From thefe fmall 
beginnings rofe the prefent metropolis of Ruflia ; 
and in lefs than nine years, the feat of empire 
was transferred from Mofcow to Peterfbursrh. 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for 
the improvement of the new capital, will appear 
from his mandates. In 1714 he enjoined, that 
all buildings upon the ifland of St. Peteribiirgh, 
"and in the Admiralty Quarter, particularly tliofe 
on the banks of the Neva, fhouldlbe conllrufted 
after the German manner with timber and 
brick; that th^ nobility and principal mer- 
chants Ihould be obliged to have houfes iti 
Peterlbur^ ; that eyery large veffel navigating 
to the city fhould bring 30 ftones, every fmall 
one 10, ^nd every peafant's waggon three, to- 
wards the conftriidion of the bridges and othej 
public woi-ks, that the roofs of the houfes ihouldt 
be no longer covered with birch planks and 
ijark, fo dangerous in cafe of fire, but with tiles 
or clods of earth. In 1716a regular plan t for 
the liew city was approved by Peter ; the prin- 
cipal part of the new metropolis was to be fitu- 
ated in the iiland qf Vaflili-Oftrof ; and, in imi- 
tation of the Dutch towns, canals were to bte 
cut through the principal flreets, and lined with 
avenues of trees; but it as never carried into 

• Journal of St. Peterfburgh, 1799. 

t The realde^ wili find a delineation of this plai^ in Perry*8 State 

of RulFia. 

H 3 execu- 
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execution ; and under the emprefs Anne, the ixor 
perial refi^ence was removed to the Admiralty 
Quarter. The nobility foon followed the examr 
pie of the fovereign ; apd, excepting fom^ 
public edifices, and the row of }ioufes fronting 
the Neva, the VMSh Pftrof is the wprft part of 
the city, an4 contains more wooden buildings 
t^han 4II the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to emr 
bellifh Pet;erlburgh, but none more than the 
prefent emprefs, who may bg called ita fe^rond 
foupder. Notwithftanding, however, all^thefp 
ipiprovements, jt bears every mark of fin infant 
city, and, is ftill, "only an inimenfe outline, 
which will require future empreffps and alptioil 
future ages %o complete ?." ^Ue ftreets in gcr 
neral are broad f and fpacious ; and three of the 
principal ftreets, which meet at the Admiralty, 
^nd reacji to th? extrepiities of th? f^b^rbs^ 
are at leaftiwo miles in lengt^i. Moft of tfaenji 
are paved ; but a fpw are ftill fuffered to remain 
floored witji planks. In feveral par^ of thp 
metropolis, particularly in the Vaffili Oftro^ 
.wooden houfes and habitations^ fcarcely fuperiojr 
to common pottages, are blended with the publip 
buildings ; but this motley mixture is far leijs 
ppipn^on thai^ at Mpfcpw. 

• ViTrax aH'8 Touf, p. 231. 

t They are moftly as broad as Oxibrd-ftreet i tkofe with canals 
much broader. 
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The brick ^oufes are ornamented with a white 
ftucco, which has led .feveral travellers to affert 
that they are built with ftone ; whereas, unlefe I- 
am miftaken, there are only two ftone ftruc- 
tures in all Pet^rfburgh; the one the church 
of St. Ifaac, of hewn granite* and marble co- 
iumns, not yet finifhed ; the other the marble 
palace conftrtidied at the expence of the eniprefs^ 
on the banks of the Neva. Her imperial majefty 
gave this fuperb edifice to prince Orlof ; and, at 
fais deaths purchafed it from his executor for 
.2,000,000 of roubles. The ftyle of architedurc 
is magnificent but heavy : the front is con)pQfed 
of poli'lhed granite^and marble, and finiflied with 
fuch nicety, and in a ftyle fo fuperior to the 
contiguous buildings, that it feems to have been 
tranfported to thi$ prefent fpot, like a palace iu 
the Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of 
Aladdin's lamp *. It contains forty rooms upou 
^ach floor, and is fitted up in a ftyle. of fuch 
fplendor, that the expence of the furniture 
a:mounted to 1,500,000 roubles. 

- The manfions of the nobility are vaft piles of 
building, but not in general upon fo ipagnificent 
a fcale as feveral I obferved at Mofcow : they are 
fumiihed with great coft, and as elegantly as 

• In this palace Stanidaiis, the abdicated kinj^ ^ ^^^ 
*cd. 

a 4 thofe 
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thofe at Paris or London. They are fituated 
thiefly on the fouth fide of Ihe Neva, eiti>er ia 
the Admiralty Quarter, or in the fubuyhs of 
Livonia and Mofcow, which are the fineil. parts ^ 
of the city. 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit 
the moft grand and lively fcenes I ever beheldU 
That river is in many places as broad as the 
Thames at London: it is alfo deep^ rapid,. and 
as tranfparent as cryftal ; and the banks are 
lined With handfome buildings. On. the Dorth 
iide the fortrefs^ the Academy of Sciences^ 
and Academy of Arts, are the moft ftriking 
objefts' ; on the oppofite fide are the Imperial pa^ 
lace, the Admiralty, the manfions of many 
Ruffian nobles, and the Englifli line, fo called 
becaufe the whole row is principally occupied 
by the Englifli merchants. In the front of tbefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, which 
Rretches for three miles, except where it is inters 
rnpted by the Admiralty ; and the NeVa, during 
the whole of thatfpace has b^en lately embanked 
'by a wall, parapet, and- pavement of hewn gra- 
nite ; a magnificent and durable monument c^ 
imperial munificence. The canals of Catljarin^ 
and of the Fontanka *, which are . fej/eral n;iilcs 
in length, have been recently embanked in the 



• • * 



* And the Moika fince xny departure. 

fame 



fame manner, and add greatly to the beauty o^ 
the metropolis. 

The quantity of poliihed granite ufed in thefe 
public works is fufficient to aftonifli an Euro- 
pean architeft, who confiders the hardnefs of the 
(lone, and the difficulty with which it is po- 
liced. I have frequently viewed with furprize 
the procefs employed by the Ruffian workmen^ 
in fmoothing the granite. They batter the ftpne 
with an iron hammer edged with Heel; the 
quantity which flies off at each ftroke, is aln^oft 
imperceptible; but by repeatedly ftriking the 
fame place, the prominent parts are worn away, 
and the ftone becomes fmooth. To this gradual 
attrition may be applied the proverb, 

Gutta cavat lapidem, non vifedfiepe cadendo. 

Peterfburgh, though more compaft than other 
Ruffian cities, with the houfes in many ftreets 
contiguous to .each other, ftill bears a refem- 
blance to the towns of this country, and is built 
in a very ftraggling manner. By an Order lately 
iflued from government^ the city has been en-^ 
clofed within a rampart, the circumference 
whereof is £i verfts, or 14 Engli/h miles. 

The average population of' Peterfburgh. may* 
be collefted from the lift of births and deatbi 
during feven years, ' 
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19 
^3 



BIRTHS* ^ 

Males 24S9?.78 
'77^ Females z^zzl^f^ 

^n^ - - 1 47! 

'773^,- - 5 54^ 

Males 28397 -._ 

*774 Females 2598^437 

1775 - - 4961 

,.,^A Males 2816? ,_ 
'776v^e^le8 2581J5J97 

Nativea. 
Males 2717 
Females 2618 
1777 Foreigner&. m 

Males 265 I 
Females 254 J 



DEATHS. 

47«T 
5031 



JFemoles 1642 



\58S4 



Tptal of births for 7 7 g^, 
years - - Y ^ ' 



M^8 

Females 

Males 
Females 



^^}4458 



1559 



2 




3107 
4463 



1117 



Natives. 
Males 31 
Females 2043 V gj. 

Forcigncn. / S^a> 
Males 265 
Females 235 



Total of 
fleaths 



I 32.165 



Annual average of births, omitting fmall 7 ^^^^ 
' fraftions ^ - . . 5 5*3* 

r - '- of deaths « « • 4C94 



By multiplying the births 5238 by 25, the fum 
is J34,950; and thedes^ths 4594 by 26, the funi 
is 119,444. By taking the medium, therefore^ 
between thefe two fums, we have 1^6,69? for 

the^number pf inhabitants *  

Peterfburgh, 



* Sufslick eftimates tjie population of Peteriburgji at 133>I9^» 
by multiplying the births by 28} and 132,990, by multiplying the 
deaths by 26 j neither of which numbers diffiirs effcntially from the 
wcrage number in the text : lie adds, that Peterlburgh is the only 
large town in which there are mpre births than deaths. The popu- 
lation of Peterfburgh is continually increafing, as well from the 
coreefs of the births abovfc the deaths, as from the iniux of natives 
9ptd forti^crs. AcconTi i^ toa f enfus tajccn in i y 84^ it contained 
126,827 males, and 65,619 feraaks,includingabout 27,890 foreiga- 

crs } in all 192,446 perfons. 

According 
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Peteilfbutgli, from its lotv and marfhyfituar* 
tion, id fubje^l to inundations, which foinetimes 
threaten the town with a total fubmerfion. 
Hiefe floods are chiefly occafibned by a weft o^ 
•fouth-wefl; wind, which^ blowing direftly irom 
the guif, obftrufts the current of the Neva, and 
caufesaii accutnulation of waters. On the i6th 
of November we had nearly perfonal experience 
of this dreadfiul calamity. Bein^ invited to a 
matquerade at the Cadet's in the Vaflili Oftrof, 
on our approach to the bridge we perceived that 
a ftormy weft wind had fwcllied the river fo con-? 
fiderably as to elevate the pontoons ; and the 
bridge was in danger of being carried away. 
Inftead, therefore, of repairing to the mafij[uer. 
jpade, we returned home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expe^tion of an immediate de- 
luge. Providentially, a fudden change of wind 
preferved Pctcrlburgh from the impending ca- 
taftrophe, and the inhabitants from an almoft 
univerfal coiiftemation, which recent fufferings 
imprefled upon their minds. I allude to the 
flood in the moBth of September 177.7, whofe 
efFefts art ilivs defcribed : ^'^ In the evening of 

Accevdiii^ to FfOfffht Hcym (Eftcyclopedk dcs Ruffifchcn 
fteichy) Petefftorgb w» 24 verfts in circumference in 1784, and 
q^Uined 71 charehe*, and 3i^3i houfes^ of which 1291 were of 
fykkf and iti40 of wood. 

• Jottim %t. Pet. Sept. 1777. • 

^9 



the 9th, a yiolent ftonii of wind blbwkig; at flrft 
S. W. and afterwards W* raifed the Neva and it» 
various branches ta fa great a height, that at 
five in the morning the waters poured over their 
banks, and fuddenly overflowed the town, but 
more particularly the •Vaffili' Oilrof and the 
iiland of St* PeterfbniTgh, The torrent rofe in 
fe veral ftreets to the depth of four feet and an 
half; and overturned, by its rapidity;, variouft 
buildings and bridges. ' About. iiieven,. the wind 
fliiftitig^ to N. W. the, flood fell as fuddenly j 
and at mid-rday moifcofthe ftree.t% vMchia tf|ie 
morning could only \bfe paifed in boMs,. became 
dry. For a ihqrt tiine, the river, rofe io feet 7 
inc])ei(. above its ordiinary level.'^ ., , ,.\ 

The divifiohs of Peterfburgb, on each fide of 
the Neva, are cornieOed.by a bridge, on pon-* 
toons, whiph was LiifiiaUy removed. v(\fen thq 
krge niafies of ice driven dova tbjj^^eja^ froia 
the LalcfiiLadoga '^, fiiiaariade.theift,?j)pefttance, 
andifM! a few day$,;:i!mtijr the rjvt^f r?^?^p;/roafeu 
&fXcD^tiy hard: to ^'bcarcarrt^eibo^ip ^^ ^^^ 
caramunlcation befeweisSi the 6pp<s>fet(j|jl*rti{of th© 
i/y^im. I'The depth of th3e,'riverie«4«l*iit^tfeine- 
ly difficult to build a ftone bridge ; and if one 
ihould be confhii^d,^tnrimldr probably iihede- 

 This bridge was, in December 1 779, replaced Tor thb firft ame,' 
and continued during the winter; a praftice whrch 'has been finctf 
rtnewed, and renders the commumcatiOA mcJrc convenieht. * 

9 ftroyed 
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ftroyedby tWfe y aft flioilatdficcc; To rennidy thS 
inQ(my^mhm^ls^l^^'o.VG«^trit': prcijeploiitte 
fublime plan of throwi»g- ;ai vW^odenrhridge 6f a 
fm<yle arch a<sr<s>ft the rii^er^ irhichih&i^Ba'rifiw- 
eftpartisSiSQ feet in tMreadth.: The'artift ha« 
executed a model 98 feetitt length, which I eifi- 
amined with great attention, as he explained 
the proportion and mechaniftn* ^ • . ^ 

The bridge- is conftrufted iiStt the lame princi- 
ple as that of SchafFhaufen, excepting that the 
mechanifm is more complicated, and the road 
not fo level. I ihall attempt to defcribe it hy 
fuppofing it.finifbed, as that will convey the 
beft idea of the plan. The bridge is roofed at the 
top, and ericfofed at the fides : it is formed .by 
four frames of timber, two on each fide, com- 
pofed of beams ,or trufifes, which fupgprt the 
whole fabric. * The road is tiot carried over the 
top of the arch, but fufpended in the rniddle. , , 

^ I^ength of the abutment on the north end ^ . . . * ^^^ 
Span of the atch - - - *' - * . . a^a 

l^gfib ofitiie abutment on the fottth end ' •- - - V- 6j8 
•Length o£ tli»ft whole ftnifturc *-. : - ' '.' . - * , 1^ ." »'. ^j^ 
The plane of the road upon its firft afcent m^k^s an aogW^of* \ : ; 
£ye degrees With the ordinary furface of the river. , . ,^ 
,M<«Ln Icaircl of the river to the top of the bridge in the centei: , j68 
Ditto to the bottom of th^ bridge •* . - -^ *- -^'*^**r^4 
Height of the bridge in the center - * - 42 

Height from the bo^Qm.of the bridge- in. the' centejj»<te*4al " 7 
Height from the bottom of the bridge Co the water >- «>«"«"« -^^ 
Hei|;ht from the water to the ipring of the arph ' - $5 

TherQ 



There is a difference 6f $5 feet between ihe toad 

« 

at the fptring of the arch, and the road at the 
center ; m other words^ ah afcent of 35 feet iii 
490, which is little more than eight-tenths of 
an iach to a foot* The bridge is broadeft to-^ 
ward the fides, and diminifhes towards the cen^ 



ten 



In the broadeft part it is 
In the centiir or nanrovtreft 
The breadth of the road is 



i68/feet 

28 



The artift informed me, ' that to confiru6); the 
bridge would require 49,65o iron nails, 12,908 
large trees, 5,500 beams, and that it would coli 
300^000 roubles, orj^.eo^ooc)* - He ^eaks of this 
bold' prbjeft with the warmtn of genius, and is 
convinced that it is praflicable. I muft owni 
I am of' the fame opinion, though I hazard 
it with great diffiidence. What a noble efFe6k 
would be produced by a bridge ipringing acrofi 
tl^ Neva, with an arch 980 feet wide, and tow- 
ering 168 feet frdm the furface of the water I 
The defcriptiou of fugh a bridge feems almofl; 
fihpierical ; and yet, on infpeding the model, we 
are recoaciled to the idea. But whether the 
execution of this ftupendous work may be deem-' 
poi&bb or not^ the model itfelf is worthy of at-^ 

» • iX^Jfkmftof the^foed of the bridge at Stha^a^ifeh is barely 
fi|ir*tciilb» of aainch iaa fo«t« 

^ .' ' *• * ienti6% 
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tentioB, and reflet high honour oii the inven* 
twe faculties of untutored genius : it is fo com- 
;pa^> that it hasfupported 3640 pood; or i27>440 
^unds, * without fwerving from its diredion, 
i^hich is far more^ in proportion to its fize, thaa 
the bridge, if completed, would have occafion 
tp fufiain from the prefiUreof the carriages add^ 
ed to its own weight. 

r The projeftor of this plan was apprentice to a 
Ihop-keeper at Niflinei Novogorod; and, like 
the Swifs cai-penter who built the bridge of 
Sohaif baufen *y unacquainted with the theory of 
mechanics. Oppofite to his dwelling was a 
wooden clock, which excited his curiofity ; by 
repeated, examinations he comprehended the in^ 
ternal firudure, and, without affiftance, formed 
one exaftly fimilar. His fuccefs in this effay 
urged hipi to undertake the conftrudion of me-* 
tal clocks and watches. The emprefs, acquainted 
with thefe wondprful exertions of native genius, 
took himiun^der her proteftion, and fent him 
^.England; from whence, on account of his 
ignorance of, the language^ he foon returned to 
JiluiTia* I law a repeating vatdi of his work^ 
inanfhip at the Academy of Sciences : it is about 

the bignefs of an egg ; in the infide is r^refent^ 

» 
• - . "' ' ' " ' ' • 

• For ibe account of the bridge of Schafflieufexvic^ tnvth in 
$witzerlaivd, tetter IX. 

ed 
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fd the tomb of our Saviour, with the ftOne it 
the entrance, andthe centineh tipon duty ; fod* 
disniy the ftone f» rismoved, the centitiel& fall 
dx>wnj, the angels^ appear, the w6men enter the 
iepulchre, and the chant performed on Eafte^^ 
eve is heard, Thefe are trifling, although curious 
performances ; but the plan of the bridge v^ 
a fublime conception. This pelf on, whofe name 
is Kulibin, bears the appearance of a Ruffian pea- 
fant ; he has a long beard, and wears the com* 
mon drefs of the country ; he receives a penfion 
from the emprefs, and is encouraged to follow 
the bent of his mechanical genius. 

The nobleft monument of the gratitude and 
veneration paid to^ Peter I.^ is bis equeftriaii 
fiatue in bronSre, of coloffal fize; it i» the work 
of Falconet, the celebrated French ftatuary, cad 
et the expence of Catharine It. in honour of her 
great predeceffor, whom flie reveres and imitates; 
The moilarch is reprefeitted in the attitude -of 
mounting a precipice, the fulnMlt df which he 
faais twarly attoined; • His head is uricdVcfrtd, and 
ctcn/niedAntljJaiiwl ; he wears albofe veft in the 
Afidtic ftyle, witlv half-boate,. anid^fits ori k 
hcmiing of bear-fkin : fh$ right hand is ftretcKed 
csut^ as m the aflS of gii^ing. benedSEfiidn tb hi»^pe<i* 
pie, and the left holds the reins. The defign i$ 
nafiecfy/.anditlieiiiaitudie bald krrd fpmted. The 
flat pofition of the right hand 1s deficient "m . 

' dignity, 
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dignity, and has an unpleafing efFeft ; for which 
reafon, the vieW of the left fide is moft ftriking, 
where the figure i» graceful and animated- The 
horfe is fpringing upon the hind legs, and 
the tail, which is full and flowing, appears (light- 
ly to touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to aflift 
in fupporting the vaft weight *. The artift has, 
in this noble ^flay of genius, reprefented Peter 
as the Icgiflator of his country, without allufion 
to conquefi and bloodflied ; wifely preferring his 
civil qualities to his military exploits f. The 
contrail between the compofure of Peter (though 
perhaps not chara6teriftic) and the fire of the 
horfe, eager to prefs forwards, is very ftriking. 
The fimplicity of the infcription correfponds to 
the fublimity of the defign. 



PETRO PRIMO J, 

CATHARINA 8ECUNDA 

1782- 



PETRt; PEJlVpMU 
EKATHEREN A VTORArVA 
1782. 



Falconet having conceived the defign of plac- 



* The height of the hero, is eleven feet $ of the horfe ieventeeni 
the bronze in the thinneft part is only three lines, but increafes 
Kradually towards the hind feet of the horfe to one inch; the 
weight of the whole (excluilve cf the cotinterpoife of io,ooolb.) 
Ift 44»04f RiUEan, or 36,636 English pounds. 

t Falconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged againft his ila- 
tue axk this account. See his Letter to Diderot, in <* Pieces writ- 
ten by Monf. Falconet," tmaflatedby Mr. Tooke, p. 47. Whcrt 
the reader will alfo find an engraving of the ftatue. 
( t Catherine XI. to Peter I. 

VOL. XI. I ixig 
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ing the ftatue on a huge ripck  inftead of i 
pfedeftal, carefully examined the environs of Pe- 
terlburgh, for a detached mofs of granite, of 
magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions of 
the equeftrian figure ; and after confiderable te- 
fearch, he difcovered, near the village of Lachta, 
a ilupendous crag, half buried in the midfl of a 
marfhy foreft. The expence and difficulty of 
tranfporting it were no obftacles to Catherine II : 
the morafs was drained, the foreft cleared, and a 
road four verfts in length formed from the Ihore 
to th^ Gulf of Finland. It was fet in motion on 
large fri6lion-balls, and grooves of metal, by 
means of pullies and windlafles, worked by four 
hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with forty men feated on the top, 1 200 feet a 
day to the ihore, then embarked on a nautical 
machine.!, tranfported eight verfts by water, 

and 



• " Pour marquer * pofteritc, d'oii cct heros legiflateur €toit 
partly et quels obftacles il avoit furmonte/*— -Defer! pdon d^ime 
jPierre pour iervir 4e Piedeftal, &c. in Haygold^s Rufsland, V. II. 

p. 21 I« 

t This nautieal machme was conftru6ted on the principle of the ' 

camtl, which is uied to convey ihips over the bart, both at Am- 
ilerdam and St. Peterfbttrgh. it was holToWy and beingAink to the 
water level^'^the ftone was placed upon it, the water was then 
pumped out» and it rofe and floated. The ftone^ fupportediyy this 
jnachine, appeared like a moving mountain on the furfiice of tbe 
guJf. ' . 

The machinery for the tztofport .of this enomious wa& jfiras 

con^ded 



^ And landed at Peterftmi^h near the fpot where it 
ia BOW ereded. This mare than Roman work w^s^ 
accomplifhed in lefs than fix months ; the rock, 
when landed was forty-two fe^t long at the 
bafe, S6 at the top, 1 1 broad and 1 7 high, and 
weighed 1500 tons. 

The pedefial^ however, though ftill of prodi- 
gious magnitude, i^ far from retaining the ori- 
ginal dimenfions ; as, in order to form a proper 
fiation for the ftatue, and reprefent an afcent,. 
the bulk has been much diminifhed. fiut I could 
not obfcrve without regret, that the artift had 
refined too much upon nature ; and in order to 
produce a refemblance of an abrupt precipice, 
had been too lavifli of the chiffeL Art is too 
confpicuo'us ; and the efFe6l would have been 
more fubUme had the ftone been left as much as 
poffible in its rude ftate, a vaft, unwieldy, ftu- 
pendousmafs. 

The ftatue^ was ere6led on the pedeftal on the 
27th of Auguft 178®, near the Admiralty, and 
the pontoon bridge over the Neva. The cere- 
mony was perfonned with- great folemnity, and 
accompanied with a folemn inauguration. 

Gonftra6led under xht dire£^ion of Count Cafburi, who was known 
in Rufila under the same of the Chevalier Lafcaris, and the pro- 
cefs is defcribed in a fuperb work, illuftrated with engravings, un- 
d# the title of " Monument eleve a lagloirede Pierre k Granc)^ 

1 2 Having 
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Having piflfeii fev^ral months in Ruffia, I i^l 
throw together fe?v«ral faft« and obfervatimw 
<2bncetning thd ftat^ of th6 Veatheri and the cf* 
feas of the cold in this fevef e climate. 

During our journey from Mofcow to Peterf- 
burgh, in the month of September, we found the 
weather very changeable, the autumnal rains 
being extremely frequent and heavy * . The 
ftiojnings and evenings Were extremely coW; 
and, whenever it did not rain, we generally ob- 



* In 30 days it rained 24; and the qilantity of water vliich fell 
at St. Peterfburgh in the month of September O. S. was equal to 
2 %ls Englifb inches in depth. 

Firom accurate obfcrvatioiis, during fourteen years, to afcertain 
the qiianttty of rain and fhow which ^11 at St. Pcterfbiirghy the re*> 
fult was, that the average annual duration of. (howy and rainf 
^weather was equal to 42 times 24 hours, or fomething lefs than the 
ninth part of the year. From a courfc of ten years* obfenrations it 
appeared, that rain fell, during fome parf of 103 dftys,and(how 
during fome part of 72; and diat if the year was divided into 
twelve parts, a fourth was fine wither, a third rain, and si fifth 
Ihow. 

The whole quantity . of rain and. fiiow water, taken together, 
which fell in thecourfe of a year, was the following proportion s . 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 



laches. 

0,979 J%^ ^ • 

0,979 Auguft 

0,501 September 

1,246 October 



1,33 c November 



December 



Inches* 

2,760 

2,671 

3473 
2>495 
"*5»3 

J>»979 

*2,345 



The average quantity of nun which £dls in London in ttie 
courfe of a year is equal to 19^241. 

: ..^ ^ , {eryeA 
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fenred' the* grafe and trees covered jvith alto^* 
frafi. On our arrival it Pefcerfhurgh on the ddtb 
©f ^pptembcr, the winter was not yiet.fet in : in 
Oftober, the weafher^ far the fitft twenty days, 
was the moft part rainy, the mercury, in Fahren* 
helt'& thermdmeter, w^. feldoin below freezing 
point, and moHiy flu6luated between 32 and 44. 
' The'fnow made its firft appearance in fleet 
on the 9 tlx, and the faUpwing day came down in 
flalvcs and in large quantities ; . on the 24th the 
mercury fuddenly funk to -25, rofe thft next 
morning above fre^^iag pointy a fudden thaii^ 
enfued, t^id all the. fnow difappeared in a few 
hours/ The fumnier and wintisr are- not, as in 
pur climate, gra^uaUy divided by fpiing and 
0,utumi^ batiieem-iilsnjQ& toiucceed each other* 
Oii ^fe" rith 'M6f November the Neva* was 

entirely 






^The freezing of the Neva is not attended with aity peculiari- 
ties' vAuca diMiigulftx'fe^Froni other rivers. The following ar- 
cumf^anpei^ ^hich ftelt-under iiiypbfervaidQiiy are extracted ffom 
my journal. i i  j 

' >Ionda)f inpmingy Nov.^ 9. On Saturdajy the 7th, imall pieces ai 
jce, which jcameir om tiie la bp ^Ladoga* V^I? ficfiL9bi<snred floating 
tr^ the ^eam: th^ QaMe dayiin the evfciilM^ bridge 0f boats 
was removed, as in thefe cak^s the/ coUeft.and would cany it 
away. Yefterday the pieces bftce were more fre<{uent and maiXy^ 
to-day tliry are £ai2d) io«t}ng^iihuids»iirhi«|ialmaft cover the river: 
the fides of the Neva are frozen only a few feet (rom the b|9lMt» 
ail the canals :are cqyen^ ^iwskb;. ice, an4 f j W j lff 4ye . fettilig Hfoi^ 
them. 
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entirely, hoienft^ fopn afterwards the Gulf of 
(Ftniimd wasT cowcDed A^ith'ice^; and' fledges.be* 
gan to pafs from PeterlbciTgh to Cronftadt, the 
road being maiiied' over.t^e (nrface Jby rows of 
trees. . * ; '•- . • * :•. 

. . Even during the months/of I>ecenifaeriand Ja^ 



* > . 



V yov. 12 and 1 3. The Neva n frozen ^bove the plact where the 
bddge wa$ Rationed, b^ the pieces of ice which have united and 
tiarred the paflage t befow it the' itfeam is open fbr b6ats> which *are 
)pontiniu£y piifing to atid fit). . * 

Nov. ij^ The bridge^ of boats n a^am replaced, as there is no 
longer any danger of its being prried away by the floating mafles 
6f ice 5 and will doiitinne daring the whde winter, & circumftance 
%hich has n^t ha^^ifct finfce the fd^d&tibn 6f Petedhargh. 

Jfor* 15. xThf river about :and. b?l0Wr the bri4ge is entirely 
A'ozen, and I fyw p^fons walking aprofs it. I am inforjned that 
yeflerday the ice was ftrong enough to bekr foot pafKehgers^ thU 
wSl conVey fome ide^l X)f the SivdSfty^cfiht^tta^m iii tiiiadiniatQ; 
« the rapid curroiitfw^sGg^ffi QQ te Ijfhjaiid.on.ttld^ n^t^day 
\yas frozen. 

Table of the freezing attd thawing of the Neva for five fucceffive 
years, from Yrofeflbr Kraft's, pblcrvations: . 
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JOfcn 2tf.^j$ij 200j ao4| 
See Nov. Ap, p;it. jfor . 1777. * P. IL p. 73. 
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•In i784,«h^N«vaMsnQtfiiiA%^frQaeiktmtilthemg)^^ 
•5th «f l>eccteber,N/S» - v ,.<•.- . 

' The thiffkniell tt-'tlp^itft » fiom.24 to^S ^^i ^ aTtragC 
about 28. ' 
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iiuary, the weather W3fi extremely changeable ; 
it'fliifted in a fuddeh manner from a fevere ffoft 
tb a thaw; the mercury in the thermometer 
often rofe within the ^ourfe of twenty hoUfiS^ 
from £0 to 34> and funk again as rapidly in tfa<) 
fame Ipace of time * • 

Wheit 



• Although I examined the thermometer everyday; yet I di^. 
not attempt to form a feries of regular obfervations, which I now 
much regret. I occaik>naliy> indeed, made a fc^ remarks/ which t 
ihall infert, as I find them fcattered in my joupi^l :* they will ten^ 
to con£rm the truth of what I have advanced in /elation to the 
change of weather obfervable at Peterfburgh, and will ferve to coi\- 
tradidl thofe authors, who afTert that, as fbon as the hard froik com* 
m^ces, the cpld continues with uniform f^veiity, and inth little 
Trariajfton, during the whole feaion« Nov, i6» To day a thaw j, ^^ 
thermometer mounted to 40 : in the evening (Harp froft again'j the 
mercury falling to 20. — ^Nov. 23. The thermometer at 4, 5^ and 6.-^ 
Dec. 3,. It has; been thefe few d^ys moftly a thaw aad changee^l^ 
weather. — Dec 6. The thermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 33. 
fo iQ, — Dec. II. Thermometer at -ip.— Dec. 14. A fudden thaw, 
* which continued the i Jth and i6th.— Dec. 17. Thermometcrat -7; 
••^Dec 18. Thermometer a,t -5^ and a fog at the £upe txmc,^I?cfc: 
19. Windy j thaw, thermometer above freezing point -^D^c. ^i# 
Changeable weather all this week, from (harp froft to fudden thaw« 
—Jan. 1. 1779. Weather very changeable, tte thermometer one 
looming at *8, the next above freezing pointy thi» winter it h^^ 
not as yet been lower than -13.— Jan. 6. Thermometer at '14.^- 
Jan. 9. Thermometer at^yii the baromfeter mounted fudde&ly f^ryt 
high iince laft night. — ^Jan. 10. Early this momiAg the themiome'* 
ter at >23, and at 11 at -2oi. Barometer at 30^. The (naoke of the 
chimnies was. prefTed down to the ground.— Jan. 1 1 . Thermometer 
at -28, according to my owa obferVation, at ten in the morning ? 
but earlier the mercury had funk to -3 1 1 or 63I below freezing point: 
—Jan. 15. Thermofx)eter» fince the iith^ rofe gnduaUy: on ^ 
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. When tHc ftoft wa» not fevere, liamely^ when 
the mercury in Fahrenheit's fhermometet wa$ 
not below lo, I frequently walked out in a com- 
mon great coat WBcn the cold was more in- 
tehfe» I was dreflbd in the manner of the na- 
tives; and wore, in my daily eitcurfions, SLpeliJe; 
or Jbigc fur cloak, fur boots or fhoes, a black 
velvet or fur bonnet, that prevented the froft 
from dipping my ears, the part which I found 
the moft liable to be aife^d. During the 9th, 
loth, and nth of January, the froft was nearly, 
as intenfe * as it wa^ ever felt at Peterfburgli ; 
the mercury in the thermometer falling ^t ouq 
time to 6a below freezing pointy or — 3 1 • This 
cold, however, did not detain me at home ; but I 
walked out, a& ufual, with my pcUJ/hy boots, and 
cap, and found it by no means unpleafant, the 
fun fhinini; with great brightnefs. As I tra- 
veiled the city on the morning of the 1 2th, X 
obferved ieveral peHbns whofe iacea had been 
bitten by the froft : their chpeks had large fears, 
and appeared as. if finged Avith a hot iron« As I 
was walking with ^n Engliih gentleman, who,. 

f9thi]itlieiiiomiiigitftoodto-i3$ Axim thence it fell to p» to 15;. 
Mid toHby St U above freezing point* 

I mside tlietfame oblenrations during the fecond winter which I 
luffed at PetcHburght and found the weather equally uneertun. 

* The winter in which profefior Braun congeled quickfihrer, the 
cold in as fo intenfe, that Be Lifle's Theimotnet^' funk to* 304 »in 
Falirenheit*sti>»33, or ^5 below freezing point* 

- 1 . ' inftead 
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inftead of a fur cap, bad on a CQtnmon hat» his 
ears were fuddenly frozen: be felt no pain, and 
^ould not have perceived it for fome time^ 
bad not a Ruflian informed him ^, and afTified 
him in rubbing the part affe&ed with fnow, by 
which means it was infhintly recovered. This, 
or fri^on with flannel, is the ufual remedy ; but 
ihould the perfon in that fiate approach the lire; 
or dip the part in warm water, it idimcdiatdy 
mortifies and drops off. . r 

The common people continued at work as 
ufual, and the drivers of fledges plied, in the 
ilreets, feemingly unaffcfted by the ftoil;. their 
beards were incrufted with clotted ice, and tb« 
horfes covered with ificles. Even during this 
extreme cold, the people did not add to their or^ 
dinary clothing, which is at all times well caU 
culated for the feverities of their climate. They 
are careful in preferving the extremities againil 
the cold, by covering the legs, hands, and head, 
with fur. The upper garment of flieep-flcin, with 
the wool turned inwards, is tied round the waift 
with a faih ; but the neck ia bare, and th^ breaft 
only covered with a cparfe fhirt-: thefe parts; 
however, are well guarded by the beard. I oh-* 
ferved with much furpriie, feveral women en* 

• The part frozen always turns quite white, a iymptom well 
known, and immediately perceivt4bj the aa(ivcv^ •« 

gaged 
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gaged m wafhing upon the Neva or on the ca^ 
tials. They cut holed in the ice with a hatdiel^ 
dipped their linen into the iratef with bare hands, 
and then beat it with flat Oiieks. During this 
operation the ice continually formed again, and 
they were conftantly employed in clearing it 
away. Many of them pafled two hours without 
intermiffiou at this work, when the thermometer 
was at 60 below freeing point;, si circumfiahce ' 
which proves that the . human body may b<j 
brousrht to endure all extremes. 

Itfometiipeshappeiis that . coaixhmen or fer-f 
icarits, waiting fbr their mailers^ are frozen 
to death. To prevent as muchas poffiWethefe 
dreadful accidents, *great fires of whole trees, 
piled one upon another, are kindled , in the 
oourt-yard of the pa^ce, and the fnoft frequented 
parts of the town^ As the flames blazed above 
the tops of the houfes, and cafl: a glare to ^ con- 
ilderihle diflance, S was much amufed with con-f 
Jemplating th?pi^urefque groups of Ruflians^ 
with their Afiaticdrefsiand long beards, aiTejnblec^ 
round the fire. The centiaels upon duty, having 
no beaMs, which are .of great ufe to proteft the 
glands of the throaty generally tie handkerchiefs^ 
under their chins * , and cover their ears with 
fmall mfes of flannel. 
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Nothing eaii be itiore^ lively and diverfified 
than the; wmter icenes updn the Neta*; and 
fcarcdy adiy paflfed that! did not take my 
morning walk; or drive in a lledge'upon the river. 
Many carriages and fledges^ and nuinberlefs fbot 
paffengers perpetually croffing, afford a conftant 
fucceffion q£ moving obje6te; the ice is alfo co- 
vered wit&ifliffcrent groups' of fjeople, difperied 
or gathered together, and varioufly employed as 
their fancy leads them. In one part arc fevAral 
long areas railed for. the purpofe of fcating j i 
little further is an enclo&re, inhere a noMeniaii 
is trainiBg:his horfes, and teaching them- thb evo^ 
)utions of the manage. In another part the 
croud are fpcfSators of a fledged race. The e^^e 
is an oblong fpace about. the Qengtii of a $ifil^ 
aind fufficiently broad to turn the carriages -It 
can hardly be denominated atrafce, for th^re is 
oply a fingle fledge drawn by two faotles, iid 
the whole art of the driver jcoiififis intptiSxAitg 
the /haft-horfe trot fafli w;hHe the other ii jpii&ed 
into a gallop. '; r . : S h- ; . 

The iccrhUls afibrd a peipdtual fuibd of ahmie-f 
jnent to the populace. A-fcaffolding is raifed 
upon ^be river thirty feet in heig^t^ with aland** 
ing place on the top> to which the afceat is bjic 
9- ladder, from this fummit a flbping plain 
of boards, four' yards broad and thirty long, 
fupport^d by ftrong poles gradually decreafing 

in 
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91 height^ defoeiid9;fp the fuperficies of the ri- 
yer^ and the fidesr aie deifonded by a; pantpet of 
fdaiikis* , On theft hoaritk are J^id iQuare bbx^ki 
of. icp chipped with the a»^ and fprmkled with 
water ; by which means they coalefce, become 
fijiopth, apd for^i an inclined plain ^^f pure ic^ 
At the bottom the (how is cleiaiediaway for the 
iei^th of £00 yards^ and the hreadtft! of fotoi 
ag^ the fides of thia courfe, as well as the fides 
and top of the fcaffolding, are omamejited widi 
firs .a,nd . pines. Each perfon, being provided 
with, a fmall fledge *^ mounts the ladider to the 
fuipfiHty ^t$ himfe]f oa his fledge and glides 
44w^ the inclined plain ; wbm the velocity, 
acq^ijif^edby the defcent, carries the iledge above 
?QD.yardB on thellevel ice. of the, river. At the 
f|id pf this CQutfe^ is: ufually ai fimilar ice-hill, 
nearly paraUeitortheiformer, whibh begins where 
thfi other ;mds>; thlisthe diverfion njay be per-^ 
P^tf^y renewed withont intermifiion. The chief 
diiSculty xoiififtSi iii/poifing^ the fledge in iU 
rapid defcent down the inclined plain ; for i^ the 
pilot is not fieady, bi^ttpttans either through-in- 
advertence or fear, he/is liatoleto be overtumedi 
and incurs no (inaUl tHk of t}roaking 'his bones, 
if nojt his lieck. . I have f r^neiitly ftood above 
an hour att^iboMom df daafe ice-hills^ ofaferv* 

* Something like a butcher's t^fayi as Dr. King iv^fy obrerves I^ 
kis ingelnoas pamphlet on the ef¥e€lsroPcold in KVilla* * * 

ing 
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mg the Hedges follow each other with incon- 
ceivable rapidity ; but never had fufBcient cou- 
rage to try the experiment *, as one failure might 
have proved fatal. ' 

B6y8 alfo continually amufe themlelves i<i 
fcating down thefe hills : they glide chiefly upoii 
one fcate, being better able to preferve their ba- 
lance on one leg than on two. Thefe ice-hills 
exhibit a pleafing appearance, as well from the 
trees with which they are ornamented, as from 
the moving objefts defcending without inter- 
miflion, which Richter, in his iketch of Mof- 

* Timid perfons, or thoTe unaccuftomed to thk exercife, are 
QccafionaUy accompanied by a condu^^or, who dircAs the fledge. 
A ndode well defcribed in the *< Voyage de deux Frangois/^* Scc^ 

*^ Le traineau conilfte en une petite planche plus longue que 
large, et peu elev«e : une feule perfonne pent s'y tenir, encore n'eft 
elle point » ion idfe* . Le condufour dtt tmtneau eft aiCs, let jam- 
bet ouvertety eatre lefquelles fe place celui qui Teut defcendre 
(chaque courfe coute cinq copecks) 5 Tun et Tautre ont i'attention 
de tenir les jarabes fort elev&s et ie corps trcs en arriere 5 ainfi 
plac^, et le traineau itant pairfaitement droit, ou le conduit au bord 
de la defcentc, et on le laiffe aller : le condu6teur le dirige avec les 
mains qu'il tient ^cart^es du corps, et qui font garanties par des 
mitaines d'un cuir fort epais. La rapidite de la courfe eft prodi- 
gieufe, et le traineau arriv^ fur le terrtiii^ pbt, pafcourt encote une 
afiez giande Vendue : dans le premier moment la rcfpiration eft fort 
gen^ei il feut avoir Tattention de ne faire aucun mbuvemcnt d'un 
cote oud'un autre^ on feroit bientot culbutc, ce qui.cft fort ordi- 
naire, mais il arrive IrSs peu d'affccidens, par le peu de hauteur de 

la chftte/' 
Vojai^ de deux Franjais au Nord de TEurope, Tom. 3. p. 353.- 
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COW, not unaptly compares to a cataradi of hu*' 
man figures. 

Another ffaicking ohje&.is the market on the 
Neva. . At the conclufion of the long faft which 
clofes on the 24th of December, O. S. the Ruf- 
fians lay-in their provifions for the remainder of 
the winter. For this purpofe an annual mark^t^, 
which lafis three days, is held on the river near 
the fortrels. A long ftreet, above a mile in length, 
was lined on each fide with an immenfe ijlore of 
provifions, fuf&cient fur the fupply of the capital 
during three months. 

Many thoiifand carcafes of oxen, flieep, hogs, 
pigs, together with'geefe, fowls, and every fpecies 
of frozen food, were expofed for fale. The larger 
quadrupeds were gi:ouped in various circles up- 
right; their hind legs fixed in the fnow, wi^h their 
heads and fore legs turned towards eacb other : 
next to them fucceeded a regular feries of anidials, 
defcending gradually to the fmalleft, intermixed 
with poultry and game hanging, in feftoohs, and 
garnifhed with heaps of fith, butter, and eggs. 1 
foon perceived, from the profufion of partridges, 
pheafants, moor-fowl, and cocks of the wood, 
that no laws in this country prohibit the difpo- 
fal pf g^me. I obferved alfo the truth of what 
has been frequently afferted, that many of the 
birds, as well as feveral animals,, in thefe northerii 
tegions, become white in winter, many hundred 

black 
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black cocks being changed to that colour ; and 
fome, taken before they had completed their me- 
tamorphofisj exhibited a variegated mixture of 
black and white plrimage. 

The mod diftant quarters of the empire con- 
tributed to fuj^ly this vaft ftore of provifioas, 
>and the fineft veal was fent by land-carriagb from 
Archangel, which is 830 miles from Peterfburgh ; " 
yet every article of provifion is furprizing cheap : 
beef was fold i d. the Ruffian pound *, pork at 
five farthings, and mutton at l| ^. ; a goofe for 
10 d. and a pig for sd. and all other articles 
equally reafo^iable f . 

To render this frozen food fit for dreffing, it 
is firft thawed in cold water. Frozen meat, how- 
ever, lofes much of its flavour ; and the tables of 
perfons of condition, and thofe of the Engliih 
merchants, are fuppUed with frefli-killed meat, 

which is fold from 4 rf. to 6 dl a pound. 

< 

* A Ruflian pound contains 14 ounces and a half. 
•J: In 177S. 
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m 

Prefentation to the emprefs.— Court.— Bjdls.—Mafquerades.—l*ul>' 
He entertainments.— 'Orders of knighthood.r-Account of the 
palace called the Hermitage*— Diftrioution of the emprefs** 
time.-— Ru/Can nobility.— Their hofpitalitj^,-— Politenefs.— Af* 
icmblies. — Englifh merchants .—Club. 

t 

ON the firft of Oftober, in the momingj be- 
tween eleven and twelve, we attended our 
minifter, Sir James Harris *, to the drawing- 
room, impatient to behold Catherine II. It was 
fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the 
birth-day of the Great Duke, inh6nour of whom 
a moft brilliant court was affembled. At the 
entrance into the drawihg-room flood two cen- 
tinels of the guards : their uniform was a green 
coat, 'with a red cuff and cape, white waiftcoat 
and breeches ; they had filver helmets fattened 
under the chin with filver clafps, and ornament- 
ed with an ample plume of, red, yellow; black, 
and white feathers. Within the drawing-room, 
at the doors of the paffage leading to the royal 
apartments, were flationed two foldiers of the 
knights body-guard ; a corps perhaps more fump- 
tuoufly accoutred than any in Etirope. They 

• Now Eacl of Makaibuij. 
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^ore cafques, like the antients, with a rich i^tj- 
mage of black feathers, and gbains aftd brQa4 
plates of folid filver were braided oyer th^ir wuir 
forms, refembliug a fpk^pdid jcoatof mail'' 

In the drawingrroom we^und a,numerou§ 
affembly of f£>reign niinifters, Ruffian nqbility, 
and officers, waitingtbe arrival of the empreflj, 
who was attending divine feryice in tjie chapel 
of the palace, whither we ajfo repaij-ejl. Amid a 
proiiigitous concourfe of nobles, J obf^ryed Q^- 
thaiine. ftandjng fingly b^ehind a mjling j th^ 
only diftinSion by which h^r plac^ wa^ iparked. 
•Next)to her ftQod the great-duke and ducljef?, 
and behind an indifcrimiti^jte throng of gour- 
tiersi. Theemprefs rcpeati^dly bowed, and croffefi 
herfdf, according to the forms ufed in the Greek 
church, with great appear^ii^^ of devotion. Be- 
fore the. concliifionjof the fervice ^e returned to 
the drawing-room, and took our ftation near the 
,door, in order to be prefented at l^er majefty's 
jentrance. 

About twelve, the chief t)ffiCers of the houfe- 
hold, the miftrefs of the robes, the maids of ho- 
nour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, ad- 
vanciiig two by two in a long traixx, ai^nounc^d 
the app^'oach of their fovereigii. Hf r jnajefly 
4sauie forward with a flow and folemn pace, walk- 
ing with great pomp, holding her head higl^, 
and perpetually bowing to the right and }eft. 
- - ypL, II. K Sli$ 



M6 



T*AVE1$ IN RUSSIA. 



B. 4. 





She topped near the entnfince of the drawing- 
• room, and ipoke with great affability to the 
'fbreign Tntnifters, while they kifled her hxnd.^ She 
then adva;nced a few ileps, and we were fingly 
prefented by the vice-chancellor Connt Oder- 
man, and had the honour of kifling her majefiy'» 
hand. The emprefe wore, according to her ufual 
cuftoip, a Ruffian drefs ; a robe with afhort train, 
and a veft with fleeves reaching to the \vriflv 
like a Polonaife ; the veft was of gold brocade, 
and *he robe of light green filk ;^ her hair was 
dreffed low, and lightly fprinkled with powder ; 
her cap ornamented with a profiiiion of dia- 
monds, and flie wore much rouge.^ Her perfon^ 
though rather below the middle fize^ is majeftic,, 
and her countenance^ particularly when flie- 
fpeaks, expreffeshoth dignity and fweetnefe. She 
walked flowly through the drawing-boom to hep 
apartment, and entered alone. The great-duke 
and duchefs folloAved the emprefe to the door, 
and then retired to their own drawing-room,, 
where they had a levee ; but, as we had not yet 
been prefented to them at a private audience, w£r 
could not, according to the etiquette of tiie.Ruf- 
fian court, follow them. The great-dnchefe lean- 
ed upon the arm of his imperial highnefs, and 
they both inclined their heads. on either.fideto 
the company, as they paflfed along. /• i.v 
In tlie afternoon, at fix^ we repaircd' to ;a ball 
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at court. The private as \rell as the fiiate apart- 
ments of the emprefs, are on the third ftory, and 
the whole fuite is remarkably grand and fpleir- 
did. We found the company aifembled in the 

I anti-chambar, who^ as foon as the great^diike and 

duchefs madetheir appearam^ all entered a ipa* 
cious ball-room* 

The great*duke opeaed the ball by It^atking ^ 
minuet with his confort, at the iend of which 

I he handed out a lady, and the great^ducheis a 

gieiitlemaiiy with whom they each perfox^ned a 
fecond minuet at the iaimd tinie. They alteH' 
wards fucceffively conffeiTed this hoaotur in the 
fame manner upon many of the principal nobili* 
ty, while feveral other couples weire. dancing. mi^ 
nuets in different parts of the circle : the minuets 
' were fucceeded by Polifli dances, and followed 
hy Englifh country-dances. When the empref^ 
entered, ihe was more richly appareled than in 

A the morning, and wore a fmall crown of di^ 

monds. 

On- her appearance the ball was fufpdnded^ 
while the great-duke and duchefi, and the mofi; 
confiderable perfons haflened to pay their re- 
fpe6l3 to their fovereign, Catharine, having ad- 
dreffed a few. words to fome of the principal no* 
bility, afcended an elevated feat, and tlie danc- 
ing being again refumed, Ihe, after a fliort time, 
withdrew into an inner apartment* , We, in com* 

K S pany 
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pany with feveral courtiers, thre^ ourfelves iiitto 
the fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at 
which flic had fat down to cards. Her party 
cdnfiiled of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefe 
Bruce, Sit James Harris Prince Potemkin, Mar- 
flial Razomofski, Count Panin, Prince Repniii, 
and Count Ivan Tchernichef. The game was 
^acao ; the pieceis in circulation were imperials * ; 
and a player might wip of lofe two or three huur 
.tired pounds. 

; In the courfe of the evening the great duke 
^nd duchefs prefented. themfel ves, and flood by 
Ihe tabic about a quarter of an hour, during 
which time her majefly occafionally entered into 
convcrfation with them. The emprefs paid little 
attention to the cards ; converfed familiarly and 
frequently with great vivacity, as well with the 
party at play, as with the perfons of rank {land- 
ing near her. About ten flie retired ; and foon 
after the ball concluded. 

On the 6th we had the honour of being prcr 
{^ntei at a private audience to the great-duke 
and duchefe ; both of whom converfed with us 
in the moil aifable and coridefcending manner : 
according to the etiquette bf this court, we 
k\fied her imperial highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Sun- 

* An imperiiJ s ^.2, 

.  , day 
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day morning, at twelve; and on other particular 
•feftivals, at which the embaffadors are ufually 
prefent, and wliich all foreigners who have beeft 
prefented, are permitted to attend. The cere- 
..mony of kiffing the emprefs's^ hand is repeated^ 
every court day by foreigners in the prefence 
x^hamber, and by the Ruffians in another apart- 
ment, who bend their knee on this occafion ; au 
expreffion of homage not exafted from foreign- 
ers. . No ladies, excepting thofe of theemprefs's 
houihold, make their appearance at the morning 
levees. 

Evei-y court day the great duke atid duchels 
have alfo feparate levees at their own apart- 
ments in the palace.' And on particular occa- 
iions, fuch as her own and the emprefs's birth- 
day/ &Cv foreigners have the honour of kifling 
. her imperial highnefs's hand. 

In the evening of a court day, there is always 
.a ball at the palace, which begins between fix. 
and feven ; the foreign ladies kifs the emprefs'd 
hand, who falutes them in return on the ch^ek. 
Her majefty, unlefs indifpofed, generally make$ 
her appearance at feven; and, if the aff^mbly U 
not numerous, plays at Macao w the ball-room j ^ 
the grea,t-duke and duchels, after dancing, fit 
down to whift. Their imperial highnefles, after 
.5a fhort interval, rife, approach the empref§'.s 
table, pay their refpefts, and then return to their 

* * - . 
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game. When the Ball happens to be croiided ; 
the emprcfi forms her party in an adjoiningroom 
which is open to all perfons who have been pre- 
fenfed. - 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffiaii 
conrt furpalfes defcription. It retains many 
traces of the Afiatic pomp, blended with Euro* 
pean refinement An immenfe retinue of cour- 
tiers always preceded and followed the emprefs ; 
the coftlinefs and glare of their apparel, and a 
profulion of precious ftones, created a fplendour, 
of which the magnificence of other courts gives a 
faint idea* The court*drefs of the men is in the 
French fafhion : that of the ladies is a gown and 
petticoat, with a fmall hoop ; the gown has long 
hatiging-fleeves and afhorttrain, and is of it dif- 
ferent colour from the petticoat. The ladies 
wore^ according to the fafliion of the winter of 
1 778 at Paris and London, lofty head-dreffes, and 
were not fparing in the ufe of rouge. Amid. the 
fumptuous articles which diftmguifli the Ruflian 
nobility, none perhaps is more calculated to flrike 
a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and 
other precious ftones, which fparkle in every part 
of the drefs. In moft other European countries 
thefc coftly ornaments are principally appropri- 
ated t:^ the ladies ; but here the men vie with 
the fair fex in the ufe of them. Many of the no- 
bility were almoft covered with diamonds ; their 
- 7 buttons, 
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buttons, buckles, hilts of fwordd, and ^aulets, 
were fet with diamonds; their hats were frequei\t- 
ly embroidered, if I may ufe the expreffion^ with 
ieveral rows, and a diamond-fiar on the coat was 
fcarcely-a di{lin6lipn. This paffion for jeweU 
feems to pervade the lower ranks vf people; for 
even private families abound witli them ; andthQ 
wife of a Ruffian burgher will appear with ^ 
head-diefs or girdle of pearls, and other precious 
ftones, of the value of two or three hundred 
pounds. . 

On days of high ceremony, the eiajiprefs ge^ 
nerally wearsa crown of diamonds, and appears 
with the ribbands of. the order of St. Andrew 
and St. George, both thrown over the lame 
Ihoulder, with the collars and the twp liars em* 
blazoned upon her veft. . ^ 

On certain anniverfaries the emprefs dines in 
public; two of thefe days occurred during our 
ftay- at Peterlburgh. The 3d of December be^ 
ing the feaft of the Ifmailof regiment of guards, 
. hfer majefty, who, as fovereign, is colonel of the 
corps, gave, according to annual cuftom, a grand 
entertainment to the officers. She was dreffed 
in the uniform of the regiment, which is green 
trimmal with gold lace, made in the form 
of a lady's aiding habit. The officers having 
kifled her hand, a falver with wine was brough j; 
In by one of the lords in waiting, and the em* 

K 4 V prefs 
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ptefe prefented a glafs to each officer, who, afteif 
^ low obeifance, drank it off: At the conclufioil 
6f this ceremony her inajefty led the way, at oncJ 
o'clock, into an adjoining apattihent, in which a 
fumptuotts dinnef was fpread : (lie took her place 
in the middle of the tabid ; and the officers were 
ranged on each fide according to' their refpeftivd 
fank$. The emprefs helped the foiip; and dur* 
Ingthe whble repaft^ which lafted an hour, paid 
^feat attention to her guefts: 

On a fubfequent occafion we attended an en-^ 
teHainment given to the knights of the order of 
St. Andrew; The imprefs wore a robe of greeii 
Velvet, lined and faced with ermine^ arid a dia- 
mond cbllkr of the order. The dtefs of th6 
knights is fplendid, but gaudy and inelegant : 
they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined 
Vith filver brocadfe, a coat of filver brocade, 
Vaiftcoat and breechfes of jgold ftufF, red filk 
ftockings, a hat i la Henry IV. ornamented with 
a plume of feathers, and interfperfed with dia-* 
inondsi This order * being the moft honourable 

in 

* 'the erdcr of St. Andrew, or tte Blue Riblsiand, the firii ever 
Known in this country, was inftituted by Peter I. in the year l6g^i 
ipon after hi$ return from his €T9i expedition intb forfcign countries. 
Weber's Vcr. Riiff. Part lit. p, 38. 161. . j 

That of 6t. Alexander Nevfki, or the Red Ribband, was founded 
Df the fame fovereign, but never conferred until the reign of Cai 
Iharine I. in 17^5; 

tW 
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in Ruffia, is confined to a few perfons of the fifft 
rank and confeqtience; snwi only twelve fat down 

. ' V ' ■, at 

The order »of- St. Anne ot Holftein was 4n{tit1lted^ in- i^^j» \fff 
Charles Frederick duke of Holftein, in memory of his wife Anne^ 
daughter of Peter the Gireat> acd introduced into Ruffia by her ion 
Peter III. It is in the difpoial of the great duke as ibvereigii of 
Holftein. The knights ;ivear a red ribband bordered with yellow. 

The military brder of St. George, called alfo the order of Merit, 
ana which has the precedence over that of Sti Anne, was created by 
the prefent emprefs in 1769. It is appropriated to perfons fervin^ 
t>y land or by fea, and, excepting thJK (mall crofs of the fourth claf^ 
never beflowed in time of peace, 'f he kni^ts wear a ribband witll 
bbck and orange ftripes. ' * ' 

This order is divided into four claiTes: The kni^ts of the firlb 
clais, called the Great Crofs^ wear the rihband over the right ihonl^ 
der, and the ftar upQn the left' fkle«' Ea^Ji receives an annual lalarf 
.of 700 roubles = £. 1 40.- The knights of the fecond clafs wear tbft 
fiar upon their left breaft, the ribband with the crofs pendent roanA 
^eir neck. Each receives 400 roiibks » ^.80 per ann. The 
knights of the third claft wear the fmall croft pendent round their 
neck. Each. receives TXXi roubles, or C-^P^r anu. This clais ad-i 
mits 50. The knights of the foiirtK clafs wear the fmall cro(« 
faftened by a ribband io the button -hole l)ke the French Croix de 
St. Louis. Each receives 106 foubles, or ^.26 pet knn* The fund/ 
of this order, aligned by the emprefs for the pa)nnent of their lala- 
ries and other expences, is 40,000 roubles = ^.S,ooo Per anu. Or 
this i,68d is defHned for the firft clafs \ and 2,000 for each of the 
reillkining three. Thfe numbef of knights is Unlimited. In 1778 
the firft clafs, which is confined t6 commanders in chief, eontained 
ttmly four; namely, marthal 'Romah^of, for his Viftoriei over the 
Turks J Count Alex^y Orlof, for burhing the 'turkilh fleet afc 
Tchefine; Couiit I*anin, forfhe taking of Benderj and Prince Dol*- 
Jrorucki,for his conquefts in the Crimea. The (econd clafs coiw- 
prized only eight knights: the third 4^; and the fourth 237. N^ 
^v&^nk caaobuintliis order without having performed fome gallant 

eKAloiti 
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at the ixnpa^ial tables: Prince Potemkiii,' Prince 
Orlo^ Marihal Galitiin, Counts Alexfty Orlof, 
P^nin^ Razomofski, Ivan Tchernichef, Voron- 
2of, Alexander and Leon Narifkin, Munic, and 
Bet&oi. Before dinner, the emprefs prefented 
each knight with a glafs of wine; at table fhe 
was difiinguiihed by a chair ornamented with th« 
arms of Ruffia, and prefided with her ufual 
dignity and condefcenfion. The foreign mi; 

expiokyOr having fervftd vith credit io the rank of officer z^ yvan 
by Uuidi or 1 8 by Tea. See Uka2e ueber die Stiitung de St. Georg V 
OrdenSy in Schmidts Beytrage. 

' The order of St* Catharine^ appropnsted to the ladies, iras infti- 
tutedin 1714 by Peter, in honour of his vrldt Catharine, T)ait 
motto of ** Love and fidt^Uty"* was intended to commemcH^te the 
Hif^Uy of thole virtues in her behavioar oiithe banks of the Prutb. 
This order is extremely honourable, as, befides the emprefs, the 
^roit-dudiefs, and a few foreign prittcefi*es, oaily five Ruffian ladies 
were decorated with it. 

The firft and moft diftinguifhed of thefe feveral orders is the or- 
der of St. Andrew, which, befide the fovereign princes and foreign- 
ers, comprized, in 1778, 26 RuiHans 5 that of St. Alexander Neviki 
^09 f and that of St. Anne 208. The empfpfs may alfo be faid to 
have the difpoial of thePolIih orders of the White Eagle and of St, 
Staniilaus. 

Catharixic founded, on the 4th of 0£tober^ 1782» a new cider, 
called St. Vlodimir, in &vour of thofe who ferve in civil employ- 
ments j and it is nearly on tlie fame footing as that of St. George 
with refpe^ to the (alaries annexed to the different claiTes. There 
^retobe ten great croffesj^twenty of the fccond clais, thirty of the 
jthird, and iixty of the fourth, beiide a fifth for thofe who hayfi 
ierved 35 years, which gives them a right to wear it. 

• • * 

nifters 
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nifiersand a fplendid train of courtiers flood fpec- 
tators of the entertainment, and f<?veral were oc- 
eaiionally noticed by the emprefs. 

Two or three times in the winter there are 
Biafquerades at court, to which perfons. of all 
ranks are admitted. At one of thefe entertain- 
ments which we attended, eight thoufand tickets 
were diftributed; and a magnificent fuite of 
twenty apartments, handfomely illuminated, was 
opened on this occafion. One of thefe, ^, large 
oblong room, the fame in which the common 
balls at court are held, had a fpace in the mid- 
die enclofed with a low railing, appropriated to 
the nobility who danced. An elegant faloon of 
an oval form, called the great-hall of Apollo, 
nearly as fpacious as the rotunda at Ranelagh, but 
without fupport in the middle, was allotted for 
the dances of the burghers, and other perfons 
who had not been prefented. The remaining 
rooms, in which tea and other pefrefliments were 
ferved, were filled with card- tables, and crouded 
with perfons continually paffing and repafling. 
The company either retained their mafks, or took, 
them off at their pleafui^e. The nobles in general 
wore dominos^ the natives of inferior rank ap- 
peared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps . 
embelliflied with occafional ornaments. An ex- 
hibition of the feveral dreffes aftually ufed by 
the different inhabitants of the Ruffian empire,. 

afforded 
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afforded a greate!' variety of motley figures, than 
the wildeft fancy ever invented ia the mafqtie^ 
rades of other countries. Several merchaiits 
wives were decked with large quantities of va- 
luahle pearls, many of which were fplit ii^ halves 
•for the purpofe of making more fliow. . 

At feven the emprefs made her appearance at 
the head of a fuperb quadrille^ confiding of ^ight 
ladies led by as many gentlemen. Her majefty 
and the ladies of the feleft band were fumptu- 
oufly appareled in Greek habits, and the gen- 
tlemen were accoutred in the Roman military 
garb, their helmets richly fludded with dia* 
)nonds; among the ladies I difiinguiilied the 
Puchefs of Courland,' Princefs Repnin, and 
Coimtefs Bruce; among, the gentletaen, Prince 
Potemkin, Marihal Razomofski, and Count Ivap 
Tchernichef The emprefs led the way, leaning 
upon the arm of Marflial Razomofski, and, paf* 
fing in great Rate through .the feveral apart* 
sients, walked two or three times round the hall 
of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in aii ad- 
joining faloon i the company flocked thither in 
ereuds without diflinftion, and arranged them* 
felves round the table, at a refpedful diftance* 
Jhe* emprefs withdrew as ufual befojfe eleven. 
. A feparate edifice called the Hermitage, com- 
municates with the palace by means of a covered 
gallery. It take* this appellation becaufe it is 

tht 



i^, ^. > E T' fi B S fe U ft G H. 141 

the fcene of imperial retirement; but beara 
no refemblance to a hermitage; the apart- 
ments being extremely fj^acious, and decorated 
in a ftyle of regal magnificence. To this fa- 
vourite fpot the emprefs ufually repairs an hour 
or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening 
gives a private ball and fupper to the principal 
peribns who form her court; embafladors and 
foreigners being feldom invited. At this enter- 
tainment all ceremony is baniflied, as far as is 
eoniiftent with the refpefl due to a great fove- 
reign. The attendants of fervants being exr 
eluded, the fupper and various refreflAments are 
prefented on fmall tables, which rife and fall 
through trap^doors. Many direfi;ion$ for the 
regulation of this fele6l fociety are difpofed in 
the various apartments ; ai^d their general ten- 
dency was to encourage freedom, baniili eti- 
quette, and invite the moft unreftrained eafe. 
One written in the French language I compre- 

fcended, and retained. *' AfP^V^^ "^^^^ ^^^ *^^^^ 
f^ voulezj ef quand il vous plaira^fans qti'on Ic 
" repete millefois * ." 

A winter and fumnier garden, comprifed within 

-the lite of the building, are Angular curiofities, 

and fuch as do not, perhaps, occur in any other 

palace in Europe. The fumnier garden, in the 

* 

• • Sit down where you chijfe and when you pleafe, without iu 
h^f repeated to you a thoufand times. 

true 
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true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level roof 
of the edifice: but at this ieafon of the year was 
buried under the fnow* The winter-garden is 
roofed and furrounded with glafs frames ; it is' 
a high and Ipacious hotrhoufe, laid out in gra- 
vel walks, ornamented with parterres of flowexs, 
orange trees, and other ihrubs, and peopled with 
feveral birds of fundiy forte and various climates, 
which flitted from tree to tree. The whole ex- 
hibited a pleafing effefil, and was more delightful 
as being contrafted with the dreary feafon of the 
year. 

A magnificent range of buildings has been re- 
cently added to the imperial palace; it joins the 
Hermit^^e, and is fo extenfive that it may be 
called another palace. A fuperb • fuite of apart- 
ments, chiefly occupied by the emprefi, contains 
the cabinet of piftures, principally compofed of 
the folloM^ng coUeftions : 

1 . The celebrated coUeftion of Crozat, at Pa- 
ris, which vied with that of the duke of Orleans ; 
it confifted of more than 370 pieces, including 
various fketches. 

^ The fmall but well chofen colledion of coun- 
fellor Tronchin, of Geneva ; in which may be no- 
ticed feveral by Teniers; and a Chrift bearing 
^ the crofs, by Ludovico Caracci, half length, of 
the natural fize; the countenance expreflive of 
that meek dignity by which the founder of the 

Bolognefe 
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Bolognefe fchool peculiarly. dbara6terifed theSa- 
viour of mankinds 

S. The coltefiiion of count Bruhl, remarkable 
for twelve Woverman's ; a Holy Family, by Wafe- 
teau ; an Ecce Homo, by Caravagio ; • a painter 
-whofucceeded in delineating fimple nature and 
low life, but was extremely deficient in treating 
ilignified fubje^s. 

4. Part of the coUedion of the chevalier 
Bardouin, purchafed at Paris ; the pofleffor re- 
ferving to himfelf feveral landscapes by the 
Dutch mailers, and Vernet. Among the pic*- 
tiires which came to the emprefs, I obferved fomd 
^excellent paintings by Rubens and Vandyke, 
|>articularly an / ineftimable head of Henry the 
Fourth, by Rubens, a Study after Nature, fiortlie 
Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreffive of that 
vivacity and bon-kommie which charaSerifed that 

"amiable monarch ; two, by Ferdinand Bol; fcve- 
Tal, by Rembrandt, in his ilrong but uncouth 
manner, and two lovely groupes pf chiWrea's 
heads, in the chara^ers of ang'els, by the ini- 
mitable Cioniegio. ... 

5. The coUeAion of Houghton-houfe, the lofe 
of^ which all lovers of the'artsmufi fincerely re- 
gret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the 
piAurfes are w^U known, from tl>e catalogue pub- 
lifhed by Horace Walpole, ^d from the en- 
gravings by BbydeL * 

6 A 
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6. A coUe£lioa from Venice,* containing fever 
ral, by old Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe, and the 
Bafians; msmy of which are, perhaps, not ori- 
•ginals. ' ^, 

Of the Roman fchool the emprefs poiTeflS^ 
three capital pi6lures, by Raphael, which belonged 
fx} the cafainet of Crozat : a Holy Family, in that 
great mailer's bed manner, and in the higheft prCr 
fervation; a Portrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in 
his bed manner ; ^nd a St. George, of which there 
is an engraving by Yofterman. I niuft not omit ' 
an old and excellent copy pf the School of 
Athens, of which the original frefcp painting in 
the Vatican, for compofition, correftnefs of der 
fign, and juft ddifie^ioj^ pf {hs«:?Qer, is unfir 
valied. 

Several fine landfcapes by Claude Lorraine, 
the painter of natur^ and two by Gafpar Pouffin, 
in which that poetical painter, fo remarkable fof 
Im pi6fairefque pencil, has jleUw?ited towera an^ 
battlements, 

<* BofbmMhiglila tufted trees I- 

and realizes the beautiful imagery in the Penfbr 
f gfo of Milt6n : 

? And yi^m tho &xfi begins to fling 
His flaming b^am$, irc, goddefs, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And ihadows brown that Sylvan lovet 
Of pinevocjnonaqsttitalQak* 
Where the rude axe with heaved /Irokc 
y/txa never heard the nymphs to dsAinty * 
jfif (right them from their hallowed haunt.^* 

• By 
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By Salvator Rola, the well-known pifture of the 
Prodigal Son, from the Houghton colleaion, De- 
mocritus and Protagoras, not lefs celebrated, and 
feveral fine landfcapes. ' ^ 

Of the Bolognefe fchool, two Guercinos, and 
feveral invaluable pieces by Guido. Befides the 
celebrated pi6lure of the doftors confulting- on 
the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary, 
from the Houghton cOlleftion, I could not fuf- 
ficiently adixiirethat delightful painting, known 
by the name of Les Coufeufes, from the Crozat 
colle6lion. This charming pifture reprefents an 
aged governefs fuperintending feveral young 
women at wotk, who are models of perfeft beauty,, 
unaffe6ied grace, and ferene innocence. Thefe 
two paintings are fufficient to exculpate Guido 
from the cehfur^s of thofe connoiffeurs, who, 
judging haftily from a few fpecimens, indifcri- 
minately accufe him of always facrificing too . 
much to the graces, and of intro4ucing afFefted 
attitudes, 

The cabinet contains alfo .a few pidures by 
Battoni and Mengs, with whom the genius of 
the Roman fchool feems to have expired. Of 
Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon with her. 
infant Achillas afleep is not without merit. 

Three pi6lures by Mengs deferve notice^ Per- 

feus and Andromeda, in which the painter has 

erred ag^inft cojiume^ \ by reprefentiug \he hero 

VOL. II. L naked, 
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naked, and Andromeda half clothed. The Judg* 
ment of Paris, a fincLpidure, and St. John preach^* 
ing in the wildernefs, a fingle figure ; the air and 
motion are dignified. . ' ~ 

The ordinary difiribution of the emprefs's time 
at Peterfburghj'as it concerns fo great a princefs, 
cannot be unaccej^able to the reader. 

Catherine ufually rifes at fix, and is engJtged 
till eight or nine in public bufinefs with her fe^ 
cretary. At ten flie generally begins her toilet ; 
and while her hair is dreffing, the minifters of 
ftate, and aid-de-camps in waiting, receive their 
orders. Being dreffed about eleven, flie ftnds 
for her grand -children the young princes Alex-r 
ander and Conftantine, or vifits them, in their 
own apartment. Before dinner ihe receives the 
great-duke and duchefs, and fits down to table 
rather before one. She- has always company at 
dinner, ufually nine perfons, confifting of the 
generals and lords in waiting, a lady of the bed* 
chamber, a maid of honour, and two or three of 
the Ruflian nobles, whom fhe invites. Their im- 
perial highneflfes dine with her three timei? in the 
week, on which days the party is increafcd to 
eighteen. The lord of the bed-chamber in wait- 
ing, who fits oppofite to the emprefs, carves one 
diili and prefents it to her ; a ceremony, which, 
having once politely accepted, ihe afterwards dif^ 
penfts with. Her majefty is reinarkably temper 

rate, 
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rate, and is feldom at table more than an hour. 
From thence flie retires to her own apartment; 
and at three frequently repairs^ to her library in 
the Hermitage, At five Ihe vifits the theatre *, 
or a {private concert ; and, when there is no court 
in the evening, has a fmall party at cards, She 
feldom fups; generally retires at half-paft ten, 
and is uftially in bed before eleven f? 

Th 
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* An Italian opera, a company of Ruflian and another of French 
players were, m jjrpS, maintained at Iter majefty^s exp^nce> at which 
the fpedlators were admitted gratis^ 

f Catlierine was as fortunate in her death as fhe was in her life^ 
having reached her fixty-ninth y^ar, and the thirty-fixth of her 
neign, n^theut experiencing the infirmities pf age. A few days 
before her demife (he complained flightly of an oceafional giddinefs ; 
her phyfician recommended bleeding'^j (he replied, I will referve 
that remedy fcrr a (erious iUnefs, 

In the evening which preceded her death, fhe was imufually cheer- 
ful, flept well, rofe early as ufual, drank coffee, wrote till half p^ft 
nine, and fent a note to prinpe Zuboff, ordering hirh to bring at 
Roon the fubiidiary treaty witii Great Britain againft France, for 
her (ignature. The meffenger on retun^ng, did not find the em- 
prefts either in her cabinet, or in any of the apartments. 

After waiting. fome time, he opened the door which led from her 
apartments to that of the bedchan^ber- woman, and found the em-> 
prefs half leaning with her head a^4 ^^H again/L the wall, near the 
water clofet, and quite fpeechlefs. She had not made the leaii ex- 
clamation, for the door of one of the apartments occupied by her 
female attendants was open, and the lady who was warmine her-^ 
felf by the fire, heard nothing* 

The emprefs was immediately blooded and bliibered, bi^t ^ntir 
nued fpeechlefs, though breathing, for twenty-fo.ijr hour^ ^d ex- 
pired (he A^t morning, 

L^ . "Am 
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The greatrduke is extremely fond of the ma-r 
nage ; and, two or three times in the week, takes 
,the diverfion of a tournament, which is thus 
defcribed in my friend Colonel Floyd's Journal : 
" Count Orlof having obtained the great-duke's 
penniflion for me to attend the manage of the 
court, I went this morning to fee a tournament 
His imperial highnefs and eleven of his nobles, 
drefled in uniforms of buff and gold, and aiTned 
with lances, fwords, and piftols, were affembled 
by nine o'clock, although it was yet dufk. The 
great-duke drew them up by pairs ; and on the 
found of tl)e trumpet, himfelf and the knights 
mounted their horfes, and retired in due ordeF 
without the rails. Two rings were fufpended on 
oppofite fides of the walls on each fide of the ma- 
nage ; at each corner was a moor's head of pafte- 
board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and between 
them two heads with afquib in the mouths. Thefe 
were all placed upon fiands almofl as high as a man, 

An expreff being (ent b^ the firft minifter pnnce Beiborodko^ 
the great-duke came from Gatchina about nine in the evening, 
and fucceeded with great tranquillity. In a few hours the impe- 
rial palace exhibited a wonderful metamorphofis, and was tranf- 
formed from an elegant and magnificent place of rcfidence to the 
appearance of a garfifon; numerous centinels were ftationed at 
sdl* the avenues, 'and in all the paf&ges, and the new fovereign, 
jvith the officers of his houfehold and his fervants, appeared in jack- ^ 
]»oo(s and kevenhuUer hats. 
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oii horfeback, and at fome paces from the wall ; 
at each end was alfo an helmet of paileboard 
raifed upon a Hand about a foot from the ground, 
and about four from the wall. The two judges, 
with lord Herbert and myfelf, who were the 
only fpe6lators, took our ftation on the outfide 
of the rail. Upon a fecond (ignal from the trum* 
pet, two knights entered at oppoftte ends of the 
manage. A band of mufic played a quick air ; 
while each knight, galloping his horfe to the 
right, and making a volt, faluted with their lancei; 
at the fame time ; then, continuing their courfe 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, firft 
at the rings fufpended from the walls, and next 
at themoor's heads ; after which they delivered 
their lances, as they went on, to their fervants 
on foot The knights then drew their piftols, 
and each making a fecond volt round the other 
heads, difcharged them in order to fet fire tp the 
fquib ; then, purfiiing their courfe round the mar 
nage, drew their fwords, and making a third volt 
round the apple, endeavoured to ftrike it to the 
ground. They finiflied their career by {looping 
down, and, as they galloped by, thrufting their 
fwords through the helmets ; then poifing them 
in the air, they met in the middle, a^d riding 
towards the judge, faluted him, related the at- 
tempts in which they had fucceeded; and demand- 
ed their prizes : thepf ize was about four ihillings 

^ - L 3 for 



for each atchievemcnt, and an equal fine was 
paid for every failure. The whele Avas performed 
on a contiitued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at the ring, the head, or the helmet j 
it is efteemed honourable to put the hoife into 
full career, Ayhich increafes the difficulty. The 
jjudge having.'lbeftowed the rewards, or taken the 
forfeits, ordered the two knighta to retine. : The 
trumpefef again founding, two others made their 
appeamnte, and performed the feme manoeuvres. 
This exercife was repeated twice by each pair of 
knights. Tlie whole troop then entered at the 
fame time, marched, chai'ged, foimed, drew and 
returned:thcir fwords, and difmounted by wbtd 
ftf comtfta^d'from the gjh&at-duke, At the con- 
lelufion they adjourned to the fire ; chocolate w a$ 
hrought in; and, after a ihort converfation, tlie 
gveat-diJike bow-ed and retired.'' 
. The nobles of Peterlburgh are no lefs than 
thofe of Mii^fcow diftingujflied for hofpitahty 
to foreigners^ We were no fooner prefentcd 
io a pei^fon of rank and fortune, than we were 
regarded as domeftic vifitants. Many of tl>c 
nobility keep an opeii taWe, to which the firft in- 
vitation was qpnfidered -as a (landing pafTport of 
admiflion. The only form neceffariy on this oc*- 
.cafion, was to make inquiry in the morning if the 
mailer of the houfe dined at home ; and if he di4 
we prefented ourfelves at hi& table witiicint fur* 
.1 ' I ther 
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ther ceremony. The oftner we appeared at thefe 
ho^itaWe boards, the more acceptable guefts we 
were efteemed, and we always feemed to confer, 
inilead of receiving a favour. 

The tables are ferved with great profufion and 
taft6. Though the Ruffians have adopted the 
delicacies gf French cookery ; yet they neither 
afFeft to defpife their native diflies, rior fqueam- 
ifhly rejeft the folid joints which chara6terizc 
an Englifli repaft. The plaineft, as well as the 

 

choiceft viands, are colleAed from the moft' dif^ 
tant quarters : 1.' have frequently feen at the 
fame table fterlet from the Volga, ve%l from 
Archangel, mutton from Aftrachan, beef from the 
Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bohe- 
mia. The common wines are claret, Burgundy, 
and Champagne ; and I never tafted Englifli beer 
and porter in greater perfeAion and abundance. 
Before dinner, even in the houfes of perfons of 
the firft diftin^ion, a fmall table is fpread in a 
corner of the drawing room, covered with plates 
of caviare, dried and pickled herrings, fmoked 
ham or tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, toge- 
ther with bottles of different liqueurs ; and few 
of the company of either fex omitted a prelude % 

of this kind to the main entertainment. ' This 
pra6lice has induced many travellers to relate 
"ftat the Ruffians fwallow bowls of brandy before 
dinner. What are the ufages of the Vulgar yf), 

1.4 this 
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this particular I cannot dctertninc ; but among 
the nobility I never obferved the leaft violation 
of extreme fobriety ; and this cuftom of taking 
liquor before dinner, confidering the extreme 
fmalhiefs of the glafles, is an . innocent refrpllx- 
ment, and will not convey the fainted idea., of 
excefs. Indeed, the Ruffians in no wife differ 
from the French in thiis inftance ; than in tafting 
a glafs of liqueur before their repaft, which the 
JFrcnch defer till after dinner. Xhe.ufual hour 
of dining is at three ; and the entertainments arc 
tnoftly regulated according to the French cere* 
jnonial ; the wine is circulated dtirihg rtie^ls, and 
the difhes are no fooner removed tUan the com- 
pany retire into another room,.iand aleferyed with 
Xioffee, Nor do the gentlemen, as in England, 
continue wedded to the bottle while the ladies 
withdraw into a feparate apartment. . 

Several of the nobility alfp receive company 
jcvery evening in the mod cafy manner : the par- 
ties ufually meet at feyen ; fome fit down to 
iwhift, macaa, loo, and other; games; fome qon- 
verfe, others dance. Amid the ' refrefliments tea 
is handed round nolefe frequently than in Eng- 
land. At ten fupper is brought in, and ,the 
.party generally break , up .bet^veen eleven and 
twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay, that, dur- 
ing our continuance in this' city, not one evenic^ 
paffed but .>v^ had it in our power to attend aa 
4 * . aflembiy 
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affembly of this fort ; and had we always fre- 
quented the. fame, M^e fliould always have found 
the greateft cordiality of reception. From thefe 
circumftances, perhaps no metropolis in Europe, 
excepting Vienna, is. rendered more agreeable to 
foreigners than Peterlburgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are furniihed with 
great elegance ; and the fuite of apartments in 
which they receive company is uncommonly 
fplendid. They are fitted up in the ftyle of 
London and Paris, and the new faihions make, 
their appearance as foon as in thofe two capitals* 

Having, on a formei' occafion, defcribed the 
modes of falutation praftifed by;thepeafantsapd 
common people; I fhall here, mention thofe 
which I obferved in ufe among peifons of higher 
rank. The gentlemen bow very low, and the 
ladies incline their heads inftead of curtfying; 
Sometimes the gentlemen kifs the ladies hands as 
a mark of refpedt, which is ufual in many coun- 
tries: if the parties are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if the lady means to pay a 
compliment; (lie falutes his cheek while he is 
kiffing her hand. Frequently, while fhe ftoopi 
to touch his cheek, he takes that opportunity of 
faliiting her. I have often obferved this ceremo- 
ny performed and repeated, as well in the draw- 
ing-room at courts as at the different affemblies. 
If the gentleman is a perfon of high rank, the 
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lady offers firft to kifs his hand, which he pre^ 
vents by falutingher cheek* The men, and par 
ticularly relations, exchange falutes in this man** 
ncr ; each kiffing the other's hand at tlw fame 
iiifiant, and afterwards their cheeks* 

The Ruffians, in the ufual mode of addrefs^ 
lievcr prefix any title or appellation of refpe6l to 
their names ; bat perfons of all ranks, even thofe 
of the firft dift4n6lion, call each other by their 
chriftian names, to which they add a patronymic. 
Thefe patronymics are formed in fome cafes by 
adding Vitcih * to the chriftian name of the far 
ther, in others by Of or Ef ; the former applied 
only to perfons of condition, the latter to thofe 
of i^erior Tank. Thus^ 

KaSo?"' ] Peter the fon of Alexiy, 

The female patronymic is Efna or Ofna, as So 
phia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of AlQxfey j 
Maria Ivanofoa, or Maria the daughter of Ivan. 

Great famili^ arealfo in gen^rul .diftinguifhed 
by a furname, as thofe of Komanofj Galitziiv 
and Sheremetof. 

Travellers who have experienced the great po- 
litenefs and tafte, which diftinguiih the Ruffian 
nobility, both in their entertainments and affem* 

• Vitch is the fame as our Fit2, as Pitzherbert, ar the fon of 
Herbert. 

blies^ 



^. 
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blies, muft be ; furprized to find, that fcarcely 
fixty years a^ Peter the Great * thought it ne> 
ceffary to eftabllih the foUawiflg regulations by 
authority. 

Regulations for affemblies at Peterfturg in 1 7 ipt 

: ^ AfTcmbly is a J^rehcb term| which cannot b^ rend^ied Ih Rtt(^ 
fian in one word : It f^niiies a number of perfons meeting toge- v 
ther, either for diverfibn, or to" talk about their own affairs. Friends 
may fee each otber on that eccailon to confer together on bufinefs 
or othir fubjefts, to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and 
fo to pafe their tiniie. i^fter what manner we will bare tho& af- 
femblies kept, may be learned from what follqws : . 

" I. The per/bn, at whofe houfe the affembly is to be in the 
tvening, is to hang out a billjor other (ign, to give notice to aH 
perfpns of cither fex.-r— ^. The aifepibly fhall liot begin fooner than 
four or fiveinjthe afternoon, nor continue later than ten at night.-i- 
3. The mailer of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guefls, 
to conduft them x)rrt, or to entertain them ; but though hirafelf h 
exempt from ^Vi^itiog ort them, he .aught to find chairs, candles, 
drink, and all the necedaries afked for, as alio to provide for 
all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. — ^4. No certain 
hour is £xed for any body *s coming or going 5 it is fufficient if one 
makes his appearance'in the afrembly.^-5. Jt is left to everyone's 
liberty to fit, walk, or play, juft as he likes ( nor (hall any body 
hinder him, or take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying 
the Great Eagle (a bowl fiUed with wine or brandy). As for the 
reft, it is enough to falute at coming and going. — 6. Perfons of 
rank, as, for inftance, noblemen, fuperior officers, Kkewife merchants 
of note, and head- mafters, (by which are underftpod fliip-builders), 
perfons employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, 
fhall have liberty of frequenting the affemblies. — 7. A particular 
place fliall be affigned to the footmen (thofe of ^he houfe excepted), 
that there may be fufficient room in the apartments defigned £ot- 
the affembly." 

• Perry's State of Ruffia, vol. I. p. 186. 

The 
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The Englifh merchants live in a focial and 
^en fplendid manner. Befides conftant meet- 
ings at their refpeftive houfes ; they have, once a 
fortnight, a regular affembly, to which they ob- 
ligingly invite all their countrymen who happen 
to be at Peterfburgh, and occafionally fome Ruf- 
fian ladies. There is a ball, cards, and flipper : 
twelve or fourteen couple ufually dance at thefe 
meetings, which ar^ perfeftly cheerful and agree- 
able. 

A traveller, who frequents the houfes of the 
Ruffian nobility will be ftrack with the variety 
of complexions and faces, which are obfervable 
among the retainers and fervants ; Ruffians, Fins, 
Laplanders, Georgians, Cir6affians, Poles, Tar- 
tars, and Calmucs. He will be no lefs furprifed 
on being informed, that many of the fervants, 
who belong to the Englifli and other fpreigners, 
are Mahometans, of whom numerous jcoloni^ 
are ftill refident in this vaft empire. 
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CHAP. 5. 

I 

FJoctrefs of PetcrAurgh. — Cathedral of St Peter and PiuL— Tomb 
of Peter the Great, and the fucceedlng fovereigns.— -Mint. — Hif- 
tory of the boat called The Little Gnuidfire^ t^hich gave rife to 
the Ruffian navy on the Black Sea. ^ ^ 



'THHE origin of the fortrefs, which occafioned 
-^ the foundation of this capital, has been 
related in the general dcfcription of Peterfburgh. 
Maffiye walls of brick, faced with hewn granite, 
and ftrengthened with five,baftiohSj encircle a 
fmall ifland not more than half a mile in circum- 
ference, formed by the Great and Little Neva. 
Within the governor's houfe are barrack* for a 
fmall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common 
jailj and diingeons for the confinement of ftatp 
prifoners. 

In the centre ftands the cathedral of St Peter 
and Paul, in a different ftyle of archite6lure 
from that ufually employed in the conftiii6lion of 
churches for the fervice of the .Greek religion. 
Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire ' 
of copper gilt, 240 feet in height. The interior 
decorations are more elegant and lefs gaudy than 
thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mof- 
cow, and the paintings are executed in the mo-^ 
^ern ftyle of the Italian fchool , 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of 
Peter the Great, and of all the fucceffive fove- 
reigns, excepting thofc of Peter II. buried at 
MofcoWj.and of the late unfortunate Peter III*. 
interred in the convent of St. Alexander Nevfki. 
The tombs are of marble, in the iliape of a fquarc 
CQffin ; and, one excepted, bave infcriptions in 
the Ruflian tongue: when I faw them they were 
covered with gold brocade, bordered with filver 
lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without pccuKar reneration and 
awe, the fepulchre which contains the body of 
Peter I. ; the fterniiefc, or rather the ferocity, of 
whofe difpofition, neither fyared age nor fex> not 
the deareft connexions; and who yet, with a 
ftrong degree of compundion, was accuftomed 
to fay, ** I can reform my peopfe, but I cannot 
Ireform myfelf." A f royal hiftoriaii has juAly 

 « 

» I. 

• Catherine the Second was Intierrcd in tbis cathedral. On the 
iccefHon of Faul, the remains of his fether Peter -the Third wore 
removed from the church of the monaftery^nd after lying in ftate, 
interred with regal pomp in the cathedral, in the fame fepulchre as 
Ae bcRly of Catharine the Second. By ofder of the new emperor, 
counfc Alexey 0rk>f» and; prince Baratynfki, to whom th^ death of 
Peter tlie Third was attributed, were ftationed on each fide of the 
body while it lay in ftate, and compelled to follow the funeral pro- 
^effion. ' • . 

• f P?ei^I.m6unitdan9cescirconftance9^ laii&nt dansle moada 
f lutot \i reputation d'un homme extraordinaire, que d'un grancl 
homme, & cowvrant Us cruautes itun ^iran dcs vertus d'un legi/la^ 
teur. Hift. de la Maifon dc Brandtbourg.' 

obferved 



/ 
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obferved of Peter, tibat he redeemed the cruel- 
ties of a tyrant by the virtues of a legiflaton 
We muft readily allow that he confiderably re- 
formed and civilised his fubje^s ; that he created 
a navy, and new-modelled his army ; that he en- 
couraged the art* and fciences;, prompted agri- 
culture and commerce, and laid the foundatioa 
of Ruffian grandeur. But, inftead of exclaim- 
ing in the langu^ige of panegyric, 

Ehibefce, ars ! Hic vir maximus tibi nihil dcbuit \ 
£x\dta, na,tural Hoc ftupendium tuum eft * » 

We may^ on the contrary, venture to regret that 
he was not taught the leffons of humanity ; that 
his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled 
and improved by pToper culture; nor his favage 
nature correfted and foftened by the refinements 
of art. And if Peter failed in enlio:htenins: the 
mafs of his fubjefts equal to his wiflies, the failure 
was occafibned by his own precipitate temper, by 
the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and 
fciences by force, and of performing in a mo- 
ment what can only be the gradual i^ork of 
time; by \^olating the eftabliihed cuftoms of his 
people, and, in contradidion to the dictates of 
ibund policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of 

If 

• BluA, art! this hero owed thee nothing/ 
Exult nature ! for this prodigy is all thy own* 
$ee Gordon's Life of Fcten Voljl. 

prejudices 
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prejudices fanftified by ages. In a word, his 
failure was the failure of a fuperior genius wan- 
dering without a guide ; and the greateft eulo- 
gium we can juftly oflFer to his extraordinary 
character, is to allow that his virtues were his 
own, and his ' defefts thofe of education and 
country. Peter the Great was born at Mofcow 
on the 30th of May, 1672; and died at Peterf- 
burffh on the asth of January, 1725, in the 5^d 
year of his age, and in the 44th of a glorious 



reiscn. 



I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turkifli 
colours : they were taken in the naval engage* 
ment of Tchefmc, difplayed during a folemn pro- 
ceffion, and placed by the hand of theemprefs, at 
the toihb of the fovereign who founded the 
Ruffian navy. 

Near the afhes of Peter are def>ofited thofe of 
his fecond wife and fucceffor Catharine I. the 
beautiful Livonian, m^io, by a train of fingular 
events, was exalted from a cottage to unbounded 
fovereignty * . 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb 
or infcription, lies Alex^y fon of Peter I. who 
fell a facrifice to the artifices of the defiffninor 
Mentchikof, and to the refentment of an inhu- 
man, though, perhaps, juftly offended father, 

• Sc^e an account of Catharine I. in chap. 8. of this Book. 

The 
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The recoUeftion of his fate makes a ftrong im^ 
prelfion on a feeling mind, and muft ftill mare ' 
forcibly ftrike a fuhje6l of the Britiili empire; 
where will is not law, where the heir apparent is 
as fecure as the fovereign himfelf, and whete the 
right of fucceffion ftands irrevocable, not to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning 
monarch. The fpeculative theorift may indeed 
argue for Peter, that a power ought to be veiled 
in the fovereign to exclude an unworthy fuccef- 
for. But, in effe^, this is rendering the fate of 
a whble emph-e dependent upon the will of one 
perfon, who, during his life, may change his heif 
as often as he changes his opinion ; or who, like 
' Peter, may expire without nominating his fuccef- 
for, and leave the throne open to every claimant, 
who can fecure the concurrence of the army. 
The exclufion of Alexiiy, the decree * fubfequent 
to his death, and the unfettled ideas concerning 
the right of fucceffion introduced by that fatal 
mandate^ occaiioned frequent revolutions in the 
government ; and the difpofal of the fceptre has 

• " In the month of February, 1722, a prochimation was made 
by the fdun^ of trumpet, requiring every natural-bom fubjeft of 
the Ruflian empire, and all forei|^rs then refidlng there, to fwear 
smd (ign an oath, * that they will acknowledge, as fucceflbrto the 
empire, the peribn whom his majeily (hall nominate for their fovt-^ . 
reign, after his death/ This order ftruck a damp -on the fpirits 
of every body, when they reflected on the undoubted title of the 
young prince Peter, his majefl^y's grandfon, and only remaining' 
heir of the imperial ^unily*** Bruce*s Memoirs, p. 226. 

VOL. u. |c depended 
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depended on the regiments of guards ftationed 
in the capital. The re-eftablilhment of here- 
ditary right, therefore, may be juftly claffed 
among the foremoft of thofe excellent regula- 
tions which diftinguifli the reign of Catherine 
the Second. 

In the fame vault, which contains the body of 
the unfortunate Alexfey, is placed that of Char- 
lotte Chriftina Sophia princefs of Brunfwick, hii* 
no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe fate is more af- 
fefting, becaufe flie deferved it lefs. She was 
bom in 1694; mamed the tzarovitch in 1711, 
and died on the firft of November, 1715, partly 
of a broken heart occafioned by her hufband'st 
ill-treatment, and partly by the confequences of 
her delivery of Peter II. * 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne 
of Holftein, eldeft daughter of Peter and Catha- 
rine, who, though far more deferving of notice, 
is lefs known than her fifter the emprds Eli- 
zabeth, becaufe her virtues were not enobled by 
^ diadem. Anne is defcribed as a princefs of 
majeftic form and expreffive features, of an ex- 
cellent and improved nnderftanding, and of ir- 
reproachable morals. While ilie was yery young, 
Count Apraxin, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his 
addrefies to her, but was rejefted with fcom. 
Not daunted with this repulfe, he continued 
his courtfliip, and, finding her One day alone^j. 

* See an account of this princefs in Cbap. 8. of this Book. 

threw 
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threw himfelf at her feet, offered his fword 
and entreated her to put an end to his life and 
ttiifery. " Give me the fword," faid the prin- 
cefs, ftretchirig out her hand, " you fhall fee, 
that the daughter of your emperor has ftrength 
and fpirit fufficient to rid herfelf of a wretch 
who infults her/' The count, apprehenfive that 
flie might execute her threat, withdrew the fword, 
iind demanded inftant pardon ; and, as the prin- 
cefs told the ftory with great humour, became 
the derifion of the court * . 

Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick 
duke of Holftein-Gottorp, to whom flie had 
been long betrothed. Bred up with the expec- 
tation of two crowns f , flie was difappointed 

of 

• BaiTewitz, p* 371. 

f Thofe of Sweden and RuiHa : the former by marriage^ and 
the latter by her father^s nomination. 

With refpeft to the crown of Sweden, her hufband, the only fim 
of Hedwige eldeftfifierof Charles XII. was undoubted heir of the 
Swedifli crown, but was ftt aiide by the Swedes, who preferred Ul- 
rica Eleonora, Charleses youngeft fifter. See Genealogical table of 
the Houfe of Vafk, and the chapter on the death of Charles XII, 
both in the fourth vplume. 

As to her expedlations of the Ruffian crown^ BalTeyitz, her huf- 
band's minifter, pofitivelyafferts, that Peter I. had formed therefo- 
lution of raiiing her to the throne. ^* C^ltoit dafis les mail^s d^ 
cette princefTe, que Pierre le Grand fouhdtoit de voir pafler £0% 
fceptre.** Buf. Hif* Mag. IX. p* 37i« 

A (hort time before his laft illnefs he explained to her and the duke 
of Holftein the fyften^ he had purfued during his reign^ and in- 

u % ftru^d 
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of both; nominated by her mother Catharine L 
one of the council of regency during the minority 
of Peter II. ; excluded from that council after 
once taking her feat, by the defpotifm of prince 
Mentchikof, whom flie herfelf had promoted 

ftrudied tkcm ki the details of govemment.^ While he Isty upoa 
his death-bed, having recbverecThis underilanding by a momentaiy 
intermiinon of the deliritto (fee chapter VIII. on Catharine I.)'» 
lie called for Anne to dictate his laft fentimoits,- but upon her aF-* 
rival he relapied Into his former ftate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 372. 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Schaube's difpatches, in the poffef* 
don of the Earl of Hardwicke, that Peter had even taken fome flept 
towards fettling the crown upon his^laughter Anne. ^ 

" Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit guere touch^ de rhijufticeqmi 
feroit faite au fils du czarowitz ; et il fiit, que fi le czar re^leroit la 
fuccejkar tnfavewr defafilky il faudroit bren que ceux qui voudroi- 
ent fe lier avec lui de fon vivant, promiirenCy de la maintenir apr^ 
ia idorty apres laquellrtoutefois il arriveroit vrayfemblablement de 
cette difpoiition comme ii elle n^avoit jamais exift^'*^ Sir Luke 
Schaube to Lord Carteret, P&ris Jan. 20, 1722. 

* Ce que leyminiilres Mofcovites difoient au Monf. de Campre- 
don que le czar vouTut fe procurer une garantie pour hifucciffiui k 
fu iiatj de la mamgre pt'ilfepro/ofe de VetahlWy paroit fort ilngulier* 
&c. Par rapport a rexclufion defon petit-file enfa<veur defafiHe^ fans 
marquer en m^me temps a quel prince il la dcftiae." Lord Carte- 
ret to Ciardinal du Bois, Jatu 1771-2. 

The decree which he iflued in Februai^y, 1722, feemed a prelude 
to this appointment, which was probably prevented by the fudden- 
nefs of his death. ^ 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her fucceflbr^ 
and a ftrong party was formed in her fevour ; but that emprefs was 
prevented from following her inclinations in this inftance by the 
fliortnefs of her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter AlcxTe- 
Titch; who, as the grandfon of Peter the Great, was fupported by a 
ftiU more powerful partyr 

\nth 
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with all her influence; driven from Ruffia'by the 
mandate of that arrogant riiinifler, fhe retired 

I with her hulbandto Kiel, where flie died in 1 728, 

in the 22d year of her age, leaving one fon, the^ 

I unfortunate Peter III. 

! Her coufin the emprefs Anne, fecond daughter 

of Ivan Alexievitch, is interred in the fame ca- 

I thedral. She was Mudow of the duke of Cour- 

land, and refided at M ittau, when flie was unex- 

I peftedly called to take poflbflion of the empire. 

On the death of Peter II. without iffue, the 
fceptre, according to Catharine's will, ought to 
have reverted to her ffrandfon, afterwards Peter 

I III. fon of Anne of Holftein; but ^s hereditary 

right was abolifhed by Peter's decree, and no 
fucceffor appointed by Peter II. a privy council 
of feven nobles, iji whom the regal power was 
vefted at the deceafe of the emperor, formed a 
plan for limiting the prerogative of the crown, 
leaving the title and pomp of royalty to the 
reigning monarch, but refer ving to thentfelves 
the fupreme authority. Having drawn up cer.* 
tain conditions for the ratification of the future 
fovereign, they chofe the princefs Anne in pre- 
ference to the familv of Peter the Great, and to 
hpr eldeft fitter Catharine of Mecklenburo-h, be- 
caufe having no legal claim, fhe would more rea- 
dily agree to the terms which might fecure her 
the fucceflion. Anne figned the articles without 

M 3 hefit^tion, 
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hefitation, only for the pu^pofe of breaking them, 
end had fcarcely arrived at Mofcow before ihe 
vas enabled, by the ailifiance of the guards, to 
wnul the BjGt of renunciation, to diflblve the 
pri\'y council itfelf, and to re-affume the impe^ 
rial authority in as unlimited a form, as had ever 
been enjoyed by any of her predeceffors. This 
emprefs refigned herfelf implicitly to the direc- 
tion of Biren, a native of Courland, who rofe 
from the loweft extraftion, and regulated all her 
councils with the moft arbitrary fway. Anne 
has generally been cenfured for her feverity, and 
is faid to have ruled the Ruffians with the knoot 
in her hand ; but the cruelties, which tarnifhed 
her reign, muft be attributed to the brutal tem- 
per of Biren. Tlie emprefs herfelf was of a hu- 
mane difpofition: flie frequently oppofed the fan- 
guinary meafures of her favourite, and in vain 
endeavoured to fofken his mercilefs difpofition, by 
Submitting to intreaties, and interceding event 
with tears, for the upfortunate objeds of his re- 
fentment*. But, in efFedl, the fovereign who 

permits 

• «* J'ai '6tt prefSnt," writes count Muuic, «* lorfquc Timpera- 
trice pleuroit achaudes larmes fur ce que Biron fulminoit &me^a- 
$oit de ne vouloir plus fervir (i rimp^ratrice ne £icrifioit Volinikx 
1 & ainii des autres/' £bauche»&c. p. 119. 

Mrs. Vigor £iys of her, ** I have often feen her melt into tears at 

a melancholy ftory, and ihe fkews fuch unaiFe6led horror at any 

mark of cru&ty, that her mind to me feems to be compofed of the 

# . » molt 
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permitt cruelties island ought tq be,' eqitally 
guilty in the eyes of the world with the fove* 
teign who conimancls them, aWd' posterity juftly 
hnputes to the miftrefs the vices of the fervant| 
who is uncontrouled in his abufe of power. 
Anne died on the I7th of Oftober, 1740, after 
nominating for her fucceffor her nephew Ivaui 
then an infant ; with a view of prolonging the 
teign of B^ren, whom flie appointed regent dur- 
ing the minority. 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I recollefted 
the motley chara6ler of that indolent and vo-* 
luptuous emprefs, who, by the revolution of 174 1,^ 
renewed in her pevfon the line of Peter the Great 
upon ^he throne of Iluffia. Elizabeth was born 
in 1709, and, when arrived at years of matu- 
rity, was extremely admired for her perfonal at- 
traftions. 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry, 
occafioned feveral offers, none of which wtxt 
accepted, and (he died fingle, During the reigri 
of her father, a negotiation had commenced 
for her marriage with Louis XV. By the 
will of Catharine, Elizabeth was betrothed to 
Charles Auguftus, bifliop of Lubcck, and bro- 

jijoft amiable qualities that I have ever obferved in any one pcrfon; 
^hich fcems a particular mark of th^ goodneft of Providence, as fhe 
is nofTcffcd of lU9h power,** Letters from Ruffia, p. 89. 

M 4 ther 
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ther of Adolphus Frederic king of Sweden ; but 
he died before the completion of the cerfetnony* 
In the reign of Peter II. Ihe was demanded by 
Charles Margrave of Anfpach, in 1741, by the 
Perfian tyrant Kouli Khan ; land at the time of the 
revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to force 
her to elpoufe prince Louis of Brunfwick*. 
From the period of her acceffion ilie renounced 
all thoughts of the connubial ftate, and adopted 
her nephew Peter. Her diflike to marriage, how- 
ever, did not proceed from any difinclination to 
man ; for Ihe freely owned to her confidants, that 
ihe was never happy but when in love f ; if we 
may dignify by that name a capricious paflion 
ever changing its pbjeft. The fame chara^er- 
iftic warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the 
extremes of devotion : ihe was fcrupuloufly exad 
in her annual confeffions of the wanderings of 
her heart, in expreffing the utmoft contrition, 
and in pundually adhering to the minuteft cere- 
monies and ordinances of the church. 

With refpeft to her difpofition, ihe is generally 
flyled the humane Elizabeth, as flie made a vow 

* See Manilein*8 Memoirs, p. 95. ^8$. 309. 

f -•* Elle 6toit voluptueufe a rexc4s> nee dc iang voluptaeux, 8e 
elle difoit fouvent a fcs confidentes, qu'ellc n'etoit contente que 
tant qu'elleetoit amoureufej mais elle etoit a\«cc cela fort incon- 
ftant^ & cljapgeoit fouyent dc favoris.'' Ebauche, ^c. p. 17a 

never 
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never to inflLft any capital punifliments * during 
her reign; and is reported to have ihed tears 
upon the news of viftories gained by her troops, 
from the refleftion that they were n6t obtained 
without great bloodflied. But although noncri- 
minal was "executed in public; yet the ftatepri- 
fons were filled with wretched fufferers, many of 
vhom unheard of and unknown, periihed in 
damp aiid unwholefome dungeons : the ftate in- 
quifition^ or fecret committee, appointed to judge 
perfons fufpeded of high treafon, had conftant 
occupation during her reign; many upon the 
flighted furmifes were tortured in fecret ; many 
underwent the knoot, and expired under the in- 
fliclioHL But the tranfadion which refleOs the 
Tiigheft difgrace on her reign, was the public pu- 
niQjment of two ladies of fafliion, counteffe* 
Beftuchef and Lapookin: each received fifty 
ftrokei^of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterf- 
burgh; their tongues were cut out, arid they 
were baniflied into Siberia. One of thefe iadtcs, 
Madame Lapookin, elleemed thehandlbmeli wo- 
man in Ruffia, was accufed of holding u cret 
correfponderice with French, ambaliavlor ; but 
her real crime was having commented too ir rly 
on the emprefs's amours. Even ihe mere iLia- 

• See' Remarks on her celebrate cdift, wWch abclilhed cap'^x^l 
f/VLmihmcnu, in ttie chapter on the; Penal X^ws of Ruii;a, m the next 
volume. 

t, > O '"' 
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tion of fuch an affecting fcene, as that of a woman 
of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourged 
by the common executioner, muft excite the 
ftrongeft emotions of horror, and forbid us to 
yeneratc the memory of a princefs, who, with 
fuch little regard to her own fex, could iffue 
thofe* barbarous commands. But let us lament 
the inconfiftency of human nature ; and in con- 
fidering the charafter of Elizabeth, let us not 
deny that her heart, perhaps naturally benevo- 
lent, was occafionally corrupted by power, and 
fleeled with fpfpicipn; that although mercy 
might predominate whenever it did not interfere 
with her paflions and prejudices ; yetihe by no 
means deferves the appellation of humane, the 
moft noble * attribute of a fovereign, when it in-? 
terpofes to temper the fe verity of juftice. Eliza^ 
bethdied in I76i, in the t^enty-firft year of her 
reign, and in the 5Sd of her age : fhe expired in 
December, the fame month in which ihe was 
born, and in which ilie acceded to the throne. 
In the fort|«f^is a fmall arfenal, which, among 



* I was informed from undoubted authority, that it was impof- 
^ble to obtain Elizabeth's confent foif the execution of a felon who 
had even committed the moft hotrid fpecies of premeditated mur- 
der, and that the mafter of the police ufed fecrctly to order the exe- 
cutioner to knoot to death thofe delinquents who were found guilty 
of the moft atrocious crimes. It is a pity ihe did not referve her 
humanity, which in this inftance was cruelty to her people, for mora 
refpeftable objefls. 

Other 
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Other military (lores, contains fome cannon, caft 
in the middle of the fixteenth century, under 
the reifijn of Ivan VaflSelievitch IL I had oc- 
cafion to mention in a former chapter, that the 
art of cafting cannon was introduced into Ruffia 
under Ivan Vaffilievitch I. by Ariftotle of Bo-i 
logna. Ivan II. did not fail to: iinitate the ex^ 
ample of his grandfather in procuring, ]by .means 
of foreign artifts, the beft artillery ; and to thb 
judicious policy both moriarchs were chiefly in- 
debted for their fucceffes in war, and for the con- 
quefl of feVeral provinces, which they annexed 
to their hereditary dominions* 

In a feparate building/ of the fortrcfs is the 
mint: The gold and filver are fent froili the 
mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined 
in this laboratory. We furveyed the whole pro- 
cefs from the firft melting of the ore to tine coin- 
ing. Among the filver we obferved a large 
<juantity of I^iitch dollars, which wcr6 melting 
to be recqlned in roubles, Peter I. wanting 
filver for the new coinage, iffued a decree, that, 
all the cufloms ihould be paid in Dutch dollars : 
at prefei^t half the duties are flill difcharged in 
that money by all foreign merchants, excepting 
the Englifh, who are exeippted by treaty. But 
^ the gold and filver obtained from the mines of 
Siberia, with the addition of the dollars, are by no 
jneans fufficient for the circulation, a confiderable 

quantity 
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quantity of both metals is annually imported. 
The coinage, in its prefent debafed ftate, muft be 
very advantageous, as in the gold there is fo 
much alloy, that a profit of 48 per cent, is gained, 
and \ji the filver of 37 * . This ftate of the coin- 
age renders ufelefs the prohibition againft the ex- 
portation, and produces the mifchievous efFecb 
of promoting the contraband introduction of 
falfc coin from foreign countries. 

Among the remarkable objefts in the mint, the . 
machine for ftamping the coin deferves to be 
mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by her pre- 
fent majefty^ and is efteemed an ingenious and 
iimple piece of mechanifm. 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, fe^ 
cured with great veneration, in a brick building, 
and preferved as a memorial to future ages of its 
being the origin of the Ruffian fleet. Peter I. 
ufed to. call it the Little Grander Cy and, in the 
latter part of his reign, ordered it to be tranf-» 
ported to Peterfburgh: it was conduced in fo- 
lemn proceffion, to excite the admiration of the 
people, and expofed to view that they might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with 

• See EflU fur le commerce de RuiCey c. X. where the reader will 
find an accurate ftate of the RulHan coinage, in which the differedcp 
of the prefent money from that of the former reigns is laid down, as 
I was informed from good authority, with great exa^tnefi, p. 254-*^ 

Hi' 

the 
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the improved ftate in which he left it The hif- 
tory of this little boat is worthy of notice ; not 
i#nly as it comprehends the firft rife of the navy, 
but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, 
I fliall be enabled to point out fundry errors ad- 
vanced by feveral hiftorians of Peter the Great. 
. There is not the leaft- foundation for the re* 
port that Peter was naturally afraid of the water, 
,and had the utmoft difficulty in furmounting this 
averfipn J on the contrary, he always expreifed a 
ilrong attachment to that element. Th« boat, 
which has given rife to this detail, was con- 
fbrudjed during the reign of Alexfey Michaelo- 
vitch^ by Karftens Brandt, a Dutcli fliipwright, 
whom Alex^y Miehaelovitch invited into Ruffia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing 
this boat at a village near Mofcow, inquired of 
Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why 
it was built in a different manner from other 
veffels? Timmerman replied, it was a vefTel 
contrived to fail againft the wind. Peter's cu- 
rjofity was roufed by this intelligence, and 
Brandt being inftantly fummoned, repaired it 
without delay, provided a mail and rigging, and, 
having launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, 
to the furprize and aftonilliment of the young 
tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the 
4iredion of Brandt, foon learned the manage- 
ment of the veflel. 

Having 
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Having repeated thefe experiments upon the 
Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring lake, he 
ordered Brandt to build a yacht * upon thebanki" 
of the Mofkva, which was launched iti I6&1; 
and in whicih Peter failed as far as Columna; 
Animated with the luccefs of this expedition, he 
commanded ^ the fame fhipwright to conftru6l;, 
upon the lake of Periflaf, feveral fmall veflfels 
carrying guns; in which the tzar failed on the 
8th of February, the 3d of March, and the 5th 
of April, of the following year. On the 1 ft of 
May another veflel ^as launched, and on the 9th 
Peter returned to Mofcow. The death of Brandi 
feems to have interrupted the increafe of this 
little fleet; but did not prevent Peter from con-^ 
tinning his expeditions oii the lake; Some ex- 
trafts, from General Gordon's f Journal, will 

{how 

• From hence t follow imiilicitly Muller*< Extra&s from Gene- 
tal Gordon^s Journal. 

f General Gordon, a natif eof Scotland, was horn in 1635 : hav* 
ipg ferved with glory in the Swediih and Polilb armies, he entered 
into the Ruffian iervice in 1661, in which he continued to the end 
of his life. His Journal in the Engliih tongue, is now in the 
archives at Mofcow, and has never been printed, Muller, who 
made great u(e of it in feveral of his works* propoied to extra6^ and 
publithall the circumfiances relating to Ruffian but, to the great 
regret of all loyers of hiilory, has been prevented by other occu- 
pations from carrying hisdeiign into execution. I find, from Bach' 
meifter^s Ruff.Bibl. for 1782* that a German cianilatipAof itisgiven 
in Part IV. of the Journal of St. Peter(burgh for 1782, which I havf 
not yet feen. 

Gordoa 
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fliow the eagemefs with which the young toO't 
tiarch purfued hi? new occupation; when fuch 
trifling incidents ajs weighing anchor, and failiug 
acrofs a lake, are circumftantially recorded. 

" Gordon went on the i ith of Auguft to Pe-» 
reflaf ; and on the I4th was entertained in due 
form and cerelnoily on board of the admirars f 
fliip. On the I8th," he adds, " we failed from 
one fide of the lak^ to the oppofite bank ; on the 
2 1 ft we got under wei^h, and failed to the other 
fide, where we again came ty an anchor; on the 
S4th Gordon attended the tzar on fliip-board ; 
on the 28 th we departed from Pereflaf, and on 
the sift reached Alexeyfsk/* But as the limits 
of a lake were too confined for the rifing ambi- 
tion of the tzar, he hurried to Archangel, where- 
he arrived in the month of June, 1693. • " Oix 
the 17th," fays Gordon, " the poft brought the 
news that the tzar had been upon the White Sea, 

Gordon died in 1699, much regretted by the tzar, and« to ufetfa^ 
words of his relation, ** His majefty viiited him fivt times during his 
illiiefs, was prefent the moment he expired, and (hut his eyes with 
his own hand/' The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his ho- 
nour, '* General Gordon was a fober man, in a country where 
drinking is much in fafliion : and though he ufed to be much in 
the tzar's company, his majefty,- knowing his inclinationa, would 
never allow him to be urged. He was ever mindful of his bufineis^ 
and did great fervice to the Ruffian nation.'" Gordon's Hift. of / 

Peter the Great, vol. I. p. 137, 138. 

«- Muller conje6lures that Le Fort was the admiral of this little 
fquadron. 

and 
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and was happily arrived into port, and on the 
1 1 th of Oftober he came back to Mofcow. In, 
the beginning of May, 1694, he returned to 
Archangel, and continued in thofe parts until- 
September; during which time he made fre- 
quent expeditions upon the fea, and improved 
his knowledge of navigation." 

Thefe little adventures, which feemed mere 
youthful amufements, were produftive of the 
moft glorious event that diftinguiihed his reign. 
Peter, in the campaign of 1695 agaiuil the Turks, 
befieging Azof, found it impoflible to- take the 
town without blocking up the harbour, and as he 
did not poffefs one Ihip, was compdled to raifc 
the fiege- 

His fpirit excited, rather than damped, by this 
difappointment, he gave orders for the immediate 
con(lru6lion of feveral veffels: fome were framed 
at Occa, and tranfported over land to the Don ; 
but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In 
Icfs than a year he renewed the liege of Azof, and 
brought before it, to the furprize of the Turks, 
two men of war, 23 gallies, two galleots, and 
four fire-fliips *. With this little fquadron, which 
failed down the Don into the Black Sea, he 
blockaded the harbour, gained a vi6lory over the 
Turkifh gallies, and took Azof. He fignalized 

• 3«R.G.voI. ii.p. 226. 

this 
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. this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into 
Mofcow, ajid by a medal reprefenting the cap- 
ture of Azof, with a motto in Ruffian, *' Victor by 
thunder and the waves." This fuccefs was the 
prelude to ftill greater atchievements ; and as 
the fecurity of his new conquefts upon the Black 
Sea depended*upon a powerful navy, he collcfdled 
from all quarters the moft expert fliip-builders, 
and fuperin tended the neceffary preparations at * 
Voronetz, Azof, and TaganroC. In 1 699, foon 
after his return fr6m his firft expedition into fo- 
reign parts, he was prefent at a naval review upon 
the Black Sea, in which ten frigates were en- 
gaged, the largeft carrying fifty, the fmalleft 
twenty-fix guns * ; and the fi^uffian navy, in the 
harbours of the Euxine, conftrufted and upon 
the flocks, is defcribed as confifting of nine fliips 
of 60 guns, ten of po, ten* of 48, two of 42, 
fourteen of 34,. two of 32, three of 30, one of 
26, one of. 24, four of 18, three of 14, and four 
of 8 guns ; befide 18 triremes, 100 brigantines, 
and SOO boats in-the Dnieper* This ftupendous 
account would be incredible were it not recorded 
by the fecretary | to the Auftrian embafly, then 






• S.R. G.vol. II. p. 184. 

f Korb Diarium. The reader will find^inp. i^6, a catalogue of 
the names of all thefe velfeh, together with the breadth, lengthy 
depth, number of guns,, and i:omplement of men. See alfa Le 
Bruyn*s Travels, vol. I. p. 62. ^ 

VOL. II. N refident 
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reiident at Mofcow; it is fcarcelj' paralleled by 
the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Pu- 
nic war. The rapidity with which Peter Created 
his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimi- 
lar exertions upon the Baltic, after the acqui- 
fition of Cronftadt and the foundation pf Pe-* 
terfburgh, » 

But to return to the boat, which occafion* 
ed this digreilion; and which gave rife to the 
RuiTian navy. In 1723, at^ the clofe of the 
Perfian expedition, it was tranfported from 
Mofcow to the new metropolis, and Peter gave 
a public entertainment, which was called the 
Confecration of the Little Grandfire. Twenty- 
feven men of war, being ranged at Cronftadt in 
the form of a crjcfcent, the emperor embarked in 
this boat, himfelf (leering, while three admirals 
and prince Mentchikof performed the office of 
rowers : being then to^ed by two floops^ it made 
a fmall circuit in the Gulf; and, returning by 
the fleet, the iliips ftruck their flags, and fainted 
with all their guns ; while the Little Grandfire 
returned each falute by a difcjharge of three fmall 
pieces. It was then brought into the harbour, 
and furrounded by the men of war. A few days 
afterwards the Little Grandfire was conveyed to 
Si Peterlburgh, and its anival folcmnized by 
amafquerade upon the water*. This memo- 

, « Confetti's prefent State of RuiEa^ p. 21S. 
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rable boat, frdghted with the emperor, proceeded 
to the fortrefs, and was conduced, under the 
difcharge of all the ai^illery, to the place where 
it now remains enfhrined as a memorial to pof- 
terity. 

From the fortrefs we took water, and landed at 
an adjacent Ipot in the ifland of Peterlburgh, 
near a wooden hovel, remarkable as the habi- 
tation of Peter the Great, while the fortrefe 
was confttu^iing. It flill. remains ii;i its origi- 
nal date, and Hands under ^ brick building, 
eredled to prefer ve it from deilru6i;ion. The 
houfe is a ground floor, with only three rooms, 
which I had the curiofity to medfure. They are 
but eight feet in heighth: the apartment for the 
reception of company is 15 feetfquare; the din- 
ing-room 15 by 1% and the bed-chamber ten. 
Near this houfe is another four-oared boat, the 
work of Peter's own hands, which has been er- 
ryneoufly called the Little Grand/tre. . 



N ia 
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CHAP. 6. 

Congelation of Quic]dilver.^br. Guthrie's experiments to sSctf* 
tain the freezing point of mercury, an4 to prove that the 
purity or impurity of the mercury by no means affeds the att- 
g(hition« 

AS the curious experiment of fteeting quick- 
fil vet was firft made at Peterfburgh by Pro* 
feffor firaun, I was defirous of witnefling the re- 
petition of the fame procefs; particularly as many 

• 

doubts were entertained by feveral philofophers, 
concerning the real congelation of pure quick^ 
lilver, and I had frequent opportunities of feeing 
this phasnomenoii during a feries of experiment 
by Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to the Imperial Corps 
of Cadets. 

Having inferted a tube containing quickfilver 
in a mixture of fnow and ipirit of nitre, Ke took 
it out in ten minutes, placed it in a fecond mix- 
ture, and in five minutes the quickfilver was con- 
geled. The tube being broken, the quickfilver 
appeared in a folid mafs like a ball of filver, and 
being ftruck with a hammer was flattened into 
twice its extenfion before it liquified. 

But the hammer being much warmer than the 
frozen quickfilver, melted the parts which it 
touched, feeming to have the fame eiFeft upon the 

mercury 
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Hiercury as a warm iron upon wax ; I defired, 
therefore, I)r. Guthrie to place the hammer alio 
in the freezing mixture, fo as to acquire the fame 
degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. An- 
other portion of quickfilver being congeled by 
the fame procefs, I took out the haiQmer, and 
ftruck the folid mafe of quickfilver; it refifted 
the flroke, and yielded a dead found like lead ; I 
' ilruck it again, and made a fmall dent, a third 
time, and made a larger dent, until it gradually^ 
extended and flattened under the hammer, fepa- 
tated like an amalgama of the confiften'ce of 
cheefe, and ibon liquefied. 

To me the congelation of quickfilver was a 
matter of mere curiofity : yet the dodor's ex- 
periments tended not only to prove its abfoluto 
congelation, but likewife to afcertain the freez- 
ing point, and fliejv that the purity or impurity 
of the mercury did notafFed the fuccefs of the 
experiment. 

As the fubjefl is extremely curious, and ren-? 
deredfliill piore interefl:ingby theable treatifepub- 
liihed by Sir Charles Blagden, in the Philofophi* 
cal Tranfa6tions, I fliall infert a fummary ac- 
count of the experiments and obfervations com- 
inunicated by Dr^ Guthrie, and fhalLonly add^ 
that I was witnefs to moft of the experiments. - . 

" Mr. Jofeph Adam Braun, ProfeflTor of the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. PeteriV 

N s burgh, 
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lmrgV4Hc(nnered, in December 1759, that mer- 
cury mtglit 1)6 rendered folid by means of arti<- 
ficial cold ; and it has been iince congeled in fe- 
vere ^dnters by the cold of the atmofphere in 
the northern ootmtries of both the old and new 
Continent. 

^* This congelation of mercnry by the natural 
cold. Tenders the knowledge of its freezing point 
a matter of great importance to the natural faif 
tory of the earth ar well as of man ; as by de« 
termining the degree of cold neccifary to effe^ 
this pfaasnomenon, we ihall be able to ellimate 
the real degree of cold in the countries near the 
poles, and confequently the power inherent in 
Kring animals to reiiil it. Until lately our ideas 
on this fubje6t were confufed and erroneous. The 
experiments and obiervations of the moft able 
naturalifis in Europe and America were only of 
partial ilie to natural hiflory and phyfics, by 
placing mercury amongft the malleable me* 
tals^ and fay demonflrating that there is nothing 
eflentially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal 
which melts with a lefs di^ree of heat than the 
ethers, 

- " Still the philofojAer was not informed what 
reliance he could place on the mercurial ther-* 
mometer towards detennining the cold of cli- 
mates; Jas the motions of the quickiilver ap^ 
peated by thofc very experiments extremely ir« 
1 reguljg:; 
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regular in the lower parts of tihe fcale, falling 
many degrees in an inftatit> and after defcending 
below a certain- point, finking fuddenly into the 
bulb, and thereby feeming to indicate that the 
animals of the northern countries could refift the 
a€iion of cold fome hundred degrees below the 
freezing point of water. This fuppolition dagger- 
ed the faith of many philofophers, and m^e them 
anxious that the matter fliould be more fully in- 
veftigated. Accordingly the Royal Society of 
London defired its members refiding in cold 
countries to turn their attention towards de- 
termining the point of congelation of mercury, 
and remark the defcent of the mercury in the 
thermometer during the procefs from the freez- 
ing point of water to that of mercury, in order 
to form a jufter notion of its real contradion. 
But new light was lately thrown upon the fub- 
jeft, by a courfe of experiments made at the de- 
fire of the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchins, go- 
vernor of Hudfon's-Bay, who received excellent 
inftruftions from Mr. Cavendifli, and Dr. Black, 
^rofeffor of chymiftry in the univcrfity of Edin- 
burgh. Thefe dire^ij^ns, and an apparatus made 

in London, enabled the governor to perceive^ 

« 

that the fudden and confiderable defcent which 
takes place in the lowef parts of the thermome- 
tisr, when expofed to great cold, happens from the 
contra6tion of the metal in its frozen fiate, and 

K* 4 does 
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does not aflTedl the regularity aid juftnefs of iti 
contra&ion whilft it remains fluid. This great 
point was principally afcettained by inea,ns of 
a ipirit thermoiieter, which was found not to 
freeze ai foon as the mercury, and thereby indi* 
cated the degree of cold produced by his frigo- 
rific mixture, when the^ mercurial thermometer 
ceafed to nieafure it oh account of its cont^a^c* 
tion on becoming folid, 

** To prove that the defcent of the piercury 
in the thermometer was derived from this new- 
difcovered principle, namely, the contraftion of 
the metal in freezing, and to try whether pure 
mercury required a greater degree of cold to 
freeze it than adulterated mercury, -I made 
thefe experiments with various forts of mex^ 
cury: 

" 1. I procured from Winterberger, a famous 
chymift.of St. Peterfburgh, the pureft mercury 
known to chy mifts, viz. revivified • from calomel 
by filings of iron. s. from Dr. Pallas, native 
mercury, collefted in a mine where no other 
metal is found but a little iron, s. Common 
barometer mercury, furniflied by Morgan, an 
Xnglifli optician at Peteriburgh, as he received 
it from England for filling his jnftruments. 4. 
Six drachms of common mercury, which I adul-^ 
terated by diifolving in it a quarter of a grain of 
.tin foil. ' ' ' 

'- ** I procured 



^/iMa/„,Arlkrt^ %,at„/-^t/J. 
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" I procured alfo ibme thermometers made 
with great cai»ianA aocuracy by Morgan, filled 
with the fame purified mercury, No. i. for the 
exprefe purpofe of theft experiments; alfo onie 
with highly reftified fpirits of wiiie, diftilled by 
Winterberger. 

' ^{ Adjoining is a drawing of the apparatus I 
employed in thefe^ experimients, which was- fug- 
gcftcd to me by my learned friend Dr. Black : 
it differs from that employed by Mr. Hutchins 
in being more fimple, and confequently the roer- 
cury was more eafily examined during the pro- 
• ceftof congelation. It confifls of a half pint 
water-glafs C, wrapped round with coarfe flan* 
nel, and filled with fuming, fpirit of nitre and 
fftow to produce artificial cold ; a glafs tube B, 
half an inch diameter, containing a little mer- 
cury, and in this tube is inferted a thermome- 
ter A, fo. that its bulb is buried in the mercury, 
but.no part of the ftem : the tube and thermor 
meter thus arranged, are placed in the water- 
glafs, containing the freezing raixture. \- 

*^ December the 22d, 1784. In a calm clear 
evening, Reaumur's thermometer at 1 7 degrees 
below 0, after expofing the apparatus .on a table 
in my court-yard (where I. made my experi- 
ments) for two hours, to acquire the tempera*- 
turc of the atmofphere, I poured a little of the 
purified mercury, No, i, into the glafs tube, and 

' having 
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having infiuted jt thermometer Med with the 
fame piuified mercury, fo that its bv^ was co^ 
veied with the mercury ia l^e tube, I placed 
them in the water-glafs, filled with the freezing 
mixtttre, and in fix minutes tranfported them 
into a fecond/ with fimilar contents^ tbe mer- 
cury in four minutes more became fetid, and 
when I drew out the thermometer, with the 
frozen mercury furrounding its bulb in the form 
of a folid cylinder, it ftood at 32| degrees be- 
low O-^ Perceiving, however, a little fluid mer- 
cury ftill remaining in the tube, I rq>iaced the 
thermometer with the mercury adhering to its* 
bulb, and in. a few minutes the mercury rofe 
about half a degree; drawing it up a fecond 
time, t found the mercury melted, and the bulb 
quite free. From this experiment it proves, that 
the freezing point of pure mercury is at 33| de- 
grees below on this thermometer; for as tha'e 
remained a little mercuiy fiill fluid in the tube, 
there feems to have been only produced fuflSciexA 
cold to freeze it, and as on its rifing half a de- 
gree the mercury became fluid, the point of con- 
gelation is accurately determined/' 

" Second experiment.— On the 9th January, 
1785, 4>ctwee!i fix and half pafl; feven in the even- 
ing, I madie the foUowiag experiments in pre- 
fence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. Coxe, and other gentle- 
men. I inferted the mercurial thermometer ufed 

* m 
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in the lail Apcxune^t in a portion of the purifi* 
ed mereury, N*" i, and placed them in the cold 
mixtui^ : the thermosneter fell flowly to &^ 
And was ilationaxy fooie time, whilft we percdv** 
ed the mercury in the tube freezing round tfao 
iides, fo as to produce a coating like tin foil in 
the Leyden phial ; on tranfporting it to a lecond 
glais of cold mixture, the thermometer fell in fiv^ 
minutes to 36 degree, where it remained ilatio- 
nary during the time of its continuance in the 
mixture. What was remarkable in this experi- 
ment, the mercury in the thermometer was ftill 
fluid, although its bulb was frozen into that con^ 
tained in the tube ; for on reverfing the inftni* 
ment, the mercury ran out of the bulb into the 
fiem. Now, here is a proof that mercury may 
be cooled S^ degrees below its freezing point, 
without becoming foKA 

** Third experiment with native mercury.— 
It having been aflerted, that a thermometer, fil-- 
led with highly rectified fpirits of wine, ia better 
calculated to determine the freezing point of 
mercury; than one filled with the fame metal/ 
becaufe it reiifis congelation longer, I plunged 
the fpirit thermometer into the tube contahiing 
the native mercury. Having placed the appa- 
ratus in the glafs with the refrigerant mixture 
for five minutes, and tranfported it into a fecond 
glafs, the fpirit falling in the thermometer to S2, 

we 
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we examined the mercury, aad found it frozen, 
althpugh'the fpirits of wine remained fluid, and 
the thermometer flood at the fame degree, (not 
only while the apparatus remained in the cold 
mixture, but even after I tranfported it into 
a warm room) and kept it at the fame pointy 
until a large part of the bulb of the thermometer 
was uncovered by the melting of the frozen mer- 
cury, drop by drop, into a glafs, 

" Fourth experiment on common barometer 
mercury .'-^The mercurial thermon*eter ufed in 
the firft experiment was plunged into this mer- 
cury, and placed in the glafs pf cold mixture, 
and after remaining five minutes, was tranfport-^ 
ed into a fecond' glafs, where in four minutes the 
thermometer funk to 38,^ and remained (iationa^ 
ry. The fame fingular phasnomenon prefented 
itfelf that appeared in the fecond experiment, 
with fome additions ; viz. the mercury fubfided 
to 5f degrees below its freezing point on this 
thermometer, without becoming folid. 

^^ Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.~ 
I froze a little of this mercury without inferting 
a thermometer, in order to try its malleability 
and fpecific gravity ; it flattened under the ham- 
mer, and of courfe is malleable, and funk in fluid 
mercury, which fliews that it contra6ls confider- 
ably in freezing, differing in this circumflance 
from^ common ice, which expands and fwims in 
water. 

" Sixth 
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" Sixth experiment on mercury adulterated 
with tin. — ^The fpirit thermometer being plunged 
into this mercury, flood at, 32 when the mercury 
was frozen round its bulb. , . 

" Seventh experiment on . purified . mercury, 
was on the loth of January 1785 (a repetition, of 
a former one) in the prefence of profeffors Pallas 
and Ferber, and other gentlemen. I pluiiged 
the fpirit thermometer into a portion of Winter- 
berger's vivified mercury, and it fell to S2 de- 
grees below 0, whilft the mercury was freezing, 
' and remained there after it became folid fo long 
as it flood in the frigorific mixture, t then drew 
the thermometer out of the tube with its bulb 
froze into the mercury, and hung it on a nail in 
the open air ; the metal melted flowly in drops, 
and the fpiritflill kept at the^fame point until the 
greater part was thawed. We finiflied thefe ex- 
periments by trying with the fpirit tljiermometer, 
what degree of cold was produced by a frelh fri- 
gorific mixture, which appeared to be juft 35 de- 
grees below 0. 

" Frfttti the whole of thefe experiments, I am dif- 
pofed to conclude, that the freezing point of mer- 
cury is'at 39, degrees below o on Reaumur's ther- 
mometer, or 40 of Fahrenheit, and that common 
mercury does not freeze with a lefs degree of cojd 
than pure mercury. 

" Eighth experiment. — February i, 1785, a fa- 
vourable 
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Tourable cold of 1 5 degrees ofFering this evening, 
ve placed in the mixture fome revivified mer* 
cury, twice difiilled w;th fixed alkali hy Win* 
terberger, a preparation which has been, faid 
to refill a greater degree of cold than the 
others ; but it fro^e in 2i minutes exaflly at s% 
degrees of Reaumur's mercurial thermometer^ in 
, the firft glafs of cold mixture, and differed no 
wife from all the other ibrts exc^t the follow* 

rag. 

** Ninth experiment.— Mercury purifi:ed with 

. antimony froze in two different experiment at 
so degrees with a fpirit thermometer, and in one 
with a mercurial thermometer at 5ft degrees, fo 
that there appears adifpofition in this preparation 
to freeze with alefsdegreeof cold than the others ; 
but it muft be remarked, that it has a blackiih 
dull colour and fluggifh motion. 

" Tenth experiment. — ^Mr. Coxe being curi* 
ous to try the malleability of mercury diftiUed 

. with alkali, which has a bright and fluid appear* 
ance, I froze fome of it4n a tube^^^rt the fame 
time coolmg the hammer in the refrigerant mix- 
ture, fo as to acquire the fame temperature as the 
frozen mercury, defending the iron from the ac- 
tion of the nitrous acid fay means of a gkfs cy* 
linden This mercury bore feveral ftrokes of the 
cold hammer, flattening like a leaden bullet. 
*• Eleventh experiment.*^! laftly froze fix 

drachms 
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drachms of common mercuryv containing twelve 
times as much tin foil as in experiment the fixth ; 
but even this quantity of alloy, which rendered 
it almoft an amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze 
with lefe than 32 degrees of Reaumur. 

" February 16, O. S.— A cold of 24 degreesr 
offering moft unexpe6ledly this morning, fo late 
in the feafon, and another experiment being 
fuggefted to me by an ingenious friend, Mu 
Romme, to put the point of congelation of im- 
pure mercury ftill in a clearer light, I tried it 
about mid-day, when the cold was diminijQxed 4 
degrees in the iliade. 

" Mr. Romme remarked, that mercury takes 
up much more bifmiith than tin without lofing 
its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal 
oftner ufed to adulteratfe it, and difficult to be 
feparated, he thought a mixture of them was a 
proper fubjeft of experiment to decide the quef* 
tion. I accordingly prepared an amalgama fo 
thick, that it filvered glais like a mirror by met e* 
ly running over it, and adhered fo fail as not to 
be removed without fcraping. But jkhe freezing 
point of this very impure mercury wajs the fame 
as the others ; viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur,^ by 
the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit theimo^ 
meter being employed to try the cold of thefri- 

gorific mixture, to my furprize fell no lower than 

the 
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the Other thermometer inferted in the inercury 
contained as ufual in a tube. 

" Thus ended my experiments this feafon j 
and I may venture to draw tiie following infer- 
rences: 

• ^' The point of congelation of mercury is at 
82 degrees below on Reaumur. 

" There appears no difference in the point of 
congelation of purified and common mercury, 
except one preparation with antimony, which 
leems to congeal ^ with a lefs degree of cold than 
all the others. 

" In fome circumftances mercury may be cool-^ 
ed below its freezing point, M^ithout lofing its 
fluidity, even as far as 5f degrees, M'hilft the 
portion in which the bulb of the thermometer is 
plunged, becomes folid. 

" Thefe experiments do not affed the credit 
of the mercurial thermometer, as an accurate in- 
flrument for meafuring the degrees of heat from 
the point of boilling water to that of the conge- 
lation of mercury ; but no conclufions can be 
drawn from its motions below this point, as they . 
depend on thfe contradion of the metal in a folid 
ilate, which ought to be carefully diftinguiihed 
from, the contraflion which takes place whilft it 
preferves its fluidity; therefore the ideas we 
have filmed of the cold obtaining in the habited 

countries 
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countries near the poles,s and the ,aftonifhing 
power of aniinals tq refill it, hiuft be erroneous *j 
^s they have been taken from the extraordinary 
tlefcent of the mercury in the thermotnetef, 
which we now know is derived from the con** 
tradion of the mercury when frozen, and not 
from fuch an extraordinary degree of cold, which 
if it had taken phte^ mull have deftrOyed the 
whole fyileiT} of organized bodies^ 

" We cannot, according to our prefent knowr 
ledge of the fubjeiSi, iaffert, that a mutih grpateif 
degree of cold exifts than the poii^t of the con* 
gelation of mercury ; no other inilrument having 
' been employ e^d to afcertain it than the mercurial 
thermometer, which is now proVed of no autho- 
rity below 3^ degrees of Reaumur; 

** But it appears, that a therraottieter fiUe^ 
with highly reftified fpirits of wine preferves its 
fluidity in a cold of 35 degrfeeis of Reaumur j or 47 
of Fahrenheit, and probably in a greater, which 
mgiy therefore be employed in northern climates 
with more advantage than one filled with msr^ 
cury» 

" The furprifing dpiiicfdenoe i^ thtf fVee^gg 

* Sir Charles Blagden ingenioufly infers^ from t cCim^riCpn juf 
natural cold^ during a feries of years) dt Albany Foit, medfUred by 
a fpirit thermometer, and of artificial cold prodticed by freezing 
mixtures^ that the eJctreme of artificial cold pixklucM by (How an^ 
nitrous acid correfponds pretty e;ca&ly with thp Hxttjeiot of nati^^ 
h} co]4 in the moft rigonoU^ climates^ which jDan bt well inhabit'* 
ed i and does not exceed 46^ of a ftandard mercurial thennmncttr 
of Fahrenheit. Phil. TnmiSu:, vol. Ixxiii. p. fip 

VOL. It. O of 
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of mercury congeled in Siberia by natural cold, 
with that effeSed by means of artificial cold, 
merits attention, as they both fix the freezing 
point of mercury at 3£ of Reaumur ; profeflbr 
Laxman, particularly in a late paper to the Im* 
perial Academy, declares, that he found common 
mercury conftaiitly become folid at 2io of De 
Lifle (32 of Reaumur), and that in 1782, it con* 
tinned folid for two months together. Dr. Pallas 
alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, mentions 
the fame phenomenon taking place about the 
fame part of the fcale." 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie's remarks, I Ihall 
oflFer a few obfervations. 

From a careful review of Mr, Hutchins's ex* 
periments, and a comparifon of the thermometers 
which he employed on that occafion, Mr. Ca- 
vendiih *, concludes, that the true point at which 
. quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins's thermome* , 
ters, graduated according to the fcale Fahren- 
heit, was 40 ; and a thermometer adjufled in the 
manner recommended by the Committee of the 
Royal Society, freezes in 38^, or, in M^hole num- 
bers, 39 below freezing pomt, or 31^ of Reau- 
mur, which anfwers ,to the conclufion drayim by 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, cftimating th^ , J 
poin;t of merQurial congelation at 32 of Reau- 
mur, or 40 below of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial cold requifite to 

• Philof. Tr^&^ions, vok Ixxiii* p. 2. page 321^ 

:. ^ . congeic 
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cdiigele qulckftlver was greatly mifconceived 
and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfc? 
prevailed with i^efpe6l to the degree of natural 
cold neceffary to the fuccefs pf the experiment, ; 

According to proftffor Braun, the degree of 
natural cold ought not to be lefs than 190 of De 
LiflC) or 1 7 below of Fahrenheit : that opinion 
was generally adopted bp the naturalifts of Ruf- 
fia, and when the mercury in the thermometer 
ftood above that point, they conceived it need- 
lefs to attempt the experiment 

Dr. Guthrie, however, proves, that the con- 
gelation fucceeded in a cold not exceeding of 
Fahrenheit ; and fubfequent experiments made at 
Oxford by Mr. WaHier fliew, that a very fmall 
degree of natural cold is fufficient to obtain for 
the frigorific mixture the degree 01 cold neccfTa* 
ty to congele quickfilver* Mr. Walker froze 
! X quickfilver in a mixture of equal parfc? of vitrio- 
lic acid and ftrong fuming nitrous acid with 
faow, the temperature of the atmofphere being 
only at 30, . or 2 degrees below freezing point* 
He has alfo fliewn, that it may be even frozen iu 
fiimmer, in the hotteft climates, by a particular 
combinatiorf of the frigorific mixtures^ without 
the ufe of ice ^i 

• Walker*8 fixp^iriments on the t^rpdiiaiori of* Arti&al Cold, 
t^hii. Tran. Vol. Ixxviii. p. 395.--*-Alfo Walker*s Experimentt pa 
X\» Congelation of Qui^kfihner in £nglan4» Pfailof. Trania&tox» 
for ij%Qt vol. Ixxix. pait a. p« 1994 

od lihall 
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I ihall clofe this chapter with tome CUf ious 
experiments made in Siberia by Dr. Pallas, for 
afcertaining the difference of the heat in animals 
during their torpid and natural ftates. 

Pallas having made an incifion into thfe abdo- 
men of a hedge-hog, during its torpid ftate, and 
placed Fahrenheit's thermometer in the belly, 
the mercury rofe only to 39 f; and the animal ' 
gave no mofe iigns^ of feeling, than if aftualiy 
dead, as well whilft the incifion was making, as 
when the wound was fewing up ; the animalbeitig 
conveyed immediately into a warm room, gra- 
dually recovered from its lethargy, and walked 
^bout the chamber with as much infenfibility as 
if no operation had been performed. 

Pallas kept this hedge-hog in his houfe front 
t)ecember to the end of March ; and although 
the heat of the apartment was feldom under 6o 
degrees, yel it eat no food, and was never out of 
its torpid ftate,i except once or twice, when it 
was placed behind the ftove, in a heat from 77 to 
80. Rouftd by that expedient, it wias awakened 
from its lethargy, tdok a few turns about the 
room, and feat a few morfels ; but fooft lay down 
^gain, and palTed its torpid Qlonths ab tiata^e 
ordains. 

Probably the bodies of thefe animals, which 
fleepduring winter, are gradually prepared for the 
torpid fiate by a deficiency of food, and a confe«> I 

fi qufent 






I 



qjAWt 4i0>i4utio9 of na^ir^l heat } for, ft theraiO'^ 
meter plunged in tjie bellies of marmots and 
hedge-hogs in their »at^r,al ftate, xofe to 7|5, 79, 
8i, 8fi, 88, 99, a|id99x, namely, from 3^^ degi'ee* 
%Q 50 fcigher tha» it i:ofe, whep plunged into the 
hdly. oi the hedfe-bog in its torpid $at;e. 

The following f^Gt alfo ft^m? to illuftrate the 
GODJe^rTi that a<;^ftg|nilateofhody predifpofeif 
to J9^ ior^ fti^lie, .: A Ja?»e jparmot, which ha4 
become extremely fat duriiig fummer in the prpr 
feffor's houfe, continued awake during the whole 
winter, although expofed to the fame cold which 
thuew the whole fpecies into their torpid ftate in 
that part of Siberia; nor was the dodor able to 
render it torpid, even with the afliftance of 
the ice-cellar, wherein he fometimes confined it 
during feveral days. 

By comparing this experiment with the fleep- 
ing hedge-hog, which Pallas was not able to roufe 
during the whole winter, except for very fhort 
intervals, though expofed to a heat of between 
77 and 80 degrees ; it feems to follow, that a 
certain ftate of body is neceffary to affift nature 
in laying afleep fome animals, to which they are 
gradually brought by a deficiency of nourifh- 
ment at the beginning of winter, when they 
ihut up their holes, and retire to reft from in- 
ftind ; and that the impullfe of the circulation 
and animal fpirits, arifing from heat or nutrition, 

o 3 fuperfedea 
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fuperfedes the neceflity of the torpid ftat^ and 
prevents their falling afleep. 

It is alfo a curious circumftancc in the oeco- 
nomy of nature, that Pallas found the heat of 
birds more confiderablethan that of quadrupeds ; 
namely, from 105 to ill degrees; a wife ar* 
rangement of Providence, in proportioning the 
heat of the winged tribe to the fuperior cold ob-' 
taining in that part of the atmofphere where 
thej^ range. 



 f 
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CHAP.;. 

f abce and gardens of Tzaiikoe-2^1o.-^Oranienbaum.*-rHi(loxy of 
Pnnce Mentchikof. — Fortrefs.— Apartments of Peter III.— Pa- 
lace and gardens of Peterhof.— *Datch houft built by Peter tbb 
Great.---ScblttflelbiM'gb'^Origi%h}flor)r»and defi:npt}on of tbr 
forlrefsr 

TH£ feafon of the year being far advanced 
on our arrival at Peterlburgh, we had no 
time or opportunity to vifit many places in the 
neighbourhood of that capital, j^t we contriyecf, 
before the approach of winter, to make excur- 
lions to Tzarfkoe-Zelo, Oranienbaum, Peterhof, 
"and Schluflfelburgh.' 

* Tzarfkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, fifteen miles 
from Peterfburgh, is the favourite fummer refi- 
dence of the emprefs, where ihe live^in a more 
retired manner than at Peterhof. This palace, 
built by Elizabeth, is a bilick edifice ftuccoed 
white, of difproportionate , length, and in a hea- 
vy ftyle of architefture/ The capitals of the 
outfide pillars, as alfo many of the other exterior 
ornaments, together with the wooden ftatues 
which fupport the cornice and adorn the roof, 
are all gilded, and exhibit a tawdry appearance. 
The apartments are large and magnificent : fome 
fitted up in the old ftyle of gaudy profufion ; 

4 others 
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Others in a lefs fplendid, but more elegant tafle, 
by the prefent ejpprefs. One room is much adr 
tnired, being richly incniftfed with amber, a 
prefent from the king of Pruflia, 

Having viewed the palace, we walked foun^ 
the gardensi %'hich are laid.cmt in the £nglifh 
tafte, and agreeably direrffied with ktwn, wood, 
and water. Among feveral bridges, we were parr 
ticularly ftruck with one, built after the mod^l 
of Lord l^embroke's PaUa4ian brifige at Wilton. 
It )s exactly of the fame fize, but, more magnifv' 
cent, the lower. part being of gfanite, an^ the 
colonade of marble. The marble ^vas hewn^ap^d 
worked in Siberia by an Italian artift, wjio em-r 
ployed nine years in completing it : from Sibe^ ' 
jia it was tranfported by water to Peterfburgh, 
and from the capital to Tzarfkoe-Zelp by land. 
It. was a ^leafing fatisfaftiori to obferve our 
works of tafle introduced into thefe diftant and, 
formerly, inhofpitaWe regions. Several build- 
in^ werp fcattered about the garden^ raifed 
in honour of tjipfe perfons who diftinguifhed 
themfelves In the imperial fery ice. Amons: thefe 
I remarked a triumphal arch to Prince Orlof, for 
<jhecking the prpgrefs of the plague at^ Mof- 
cow; a buildiijg to Count Alex^y Orlof, in 
memory of the naval viiitory at Tchefme ; and 
an obelifk to Marilial Romantzof for his fuc- 
. ceffes againft the Turks. 

Our 
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Our next ekcurlion wa3 to Peterhof, Oianien- 
bautn and Cronftadt *• 

The road lay at a ftnall diftance from the Gulf 
of Finland, at firft through a flat diftrift, chiefly 
tnarfliy, producing pafture and little com. On 
our left extended a ridge of low hills, which 
once formed the boundary of the Gulf, when it 
fpread over a larger fpace than it covers at pre- 
ftnt. We afcended this ridge ; obferved on our 
left the convent of St. Sergius, and on our right 
the palace of Strelna, begun by Elizabeth, but 
neVel: finilhed. About four miles further we 
pafted Tiy Peterhof ; and proceeded to Oranien- 
baxim, through a country covered with foreft. 

The palace of Oranienbantn, near the Gulf of 
Finland, at the difl:ance of 27 miles from Peters- ' 
burgh, was erefted by prince Mentchikof, in the 
meridian of a power, to which fcarcely any fub- 
je6i; but'himfelf has ever arrived. The rife of 
this extraordinary man is varioufly related by 
different authors. Some aflert that he was ap- 
prentice to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the 
ftreets of Mdfcow ; that Peter fl:opping to con- 
verfe with him,, was ftruck with his ready-wit 
and quick repartees, took him into his fervice, 
and advanced him, by rapid promotions, to the 
iieight of favour which he afterwards enjoyed : 

• Cronftadt will be defcribci in the chapter which treattofthc 
KufTian navy. See Boolf VI. in the next volume. 

others 
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others dc'clare, that he was the fon of a groom 
belonging to the court, and was cafually plac* 
cd about the perfon of the emperor*. Both 
thefe accounts, however contraclidlory to each 
other, fufficiently fliow the uncertainty of his 
origin ; and indeed it is no wonder that the ge- 
nealogy of an upftart favourite fhould not be cx- 
adly traced. The eariieft account upon record 
concerning him is, that, in 1687, he was one of 
the youths f whom Peter foiled into a corps, 
and difcipliued after the European manner. The 
young tzar was only fifteen years old, and M^nt* 
chikof, then known by the name of Alescafca^ 
or Little Alexander, of the fame age ; and being 
remarkably aflive #3 his exercife, was obferved 
by Le Fort,>^ and recommended to Peter. Several 
perfons of this company were afterwards promot- 
ed very high in the Ruffian fervi<?e, and many 
circumftances concurred to forward the advance- 
ment of Mentchikof. He rendered himfelf re- 
markably ufeful to the tzar in his plans of refor- 
mation ; he paid particular attention to foreign- 
ers, whoip Peter was continuially djawing into 

•• The former opinion, that he was a paftry-cook's boy^ feems 
to be the moll probable, a& it is preferred by Weber, Manftein^ 
linice. 

"I MuUerJs Nachricht von dtr Urfprunge des Preohafchenkifch^nt 
&c. in Journal of St. Petcrfburgh for March, 177S, p. 173. Furft 
Menzil.ow war einer den erftcn Potefchnii. See alfo Manftcin, 

P- "• • . . . 

his 
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hij fervice.; he ftudied his xnafter's chara6ler and 
temper, and knew how to fubmit to the grofleft 
infults. " The tzar," fays Gordon, who was 
Wmfelf an eyq-withefs " often kicked him pub^ 
licly, and beat him like a dog ; fo that the by- 
ilaiiders concluded him undone ; but always next 
morning the peace was made up, which people 
believed could not proceed but from fome pre- 
ternatural caufe*." 

One inflance of his implicit obedience to the 
xoxQinand^ of the tzar, and dexterity in perform- 
ing them, is recorded by Korb, fecretary to the 
Att&ian einbaffy. Peter was accuftomed to affift 
-at the exammation of the prifoners who were ac- 
'Cufed of high treafon, and was prefent at the 
tbrtures inflided to force confeffion; he fre^ 
quently attended at their execution ; fometlmes 
performed the office of executioner f, and occa- 
fionially configned that talk to his favourites and 
principal nobles. Soon after the infurre6lion of 
the Stielitz in 1698, Peter fcornfuUy reproached 
tnatiy of the nobles who trembled at being, com- 
pelled to behead fome rebels; adding in a drain 

* Oordon^s Life of Peter, vol. II. p. 278. Korb.alfo lays, 
*f Alexafcam vero favoritam fuiim» gladip accin6bum inter tripudui 
deprehendens^ deponendi gladii morem infli6lo colapho docuit; 
cujus impetum (angoisex naribiu id>unde defluus {ati$ teilatus eft.** 

t ** Quinque rebellium capita a nolRJlma Mo/ccvub manu Ceairi 
«ne amputata.** Korb Diarium/p. i/a 

of 
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of fanguinary jufticc, " No viftiin is more ac- 
ceptable to the Deity than a wicked man**^ 
Mentchikof, however, did not labour tinder fuch 
delicate feelings; for, as a prelude to the execu- 
tion of 150 Strelitz, he drove throlugh flie ftreets 
of Mofcow in a fledge braindiihmg a naked 
fword * , and boafted of his adroitndb in cutting 
off twenty heads. He did not, iiowedrer^ acquire 
the confidence of Peter merely^ by afls of bu£- 
£oonery end cruelty, but^by his Superior ab^ities, 
both as a flatefman asid a foldierf . Being 
cbofen by the emperor for ythe jcompanion of hss 
travds, he wasci^eated prince of the Germatiiem- 
pire, and rapidly elerated to )the highefi: employ'- 
ments bodi in the civil and military line. .Om 
psirticular occafions he svas esren ^Mermittcd to 
perfonate his fovefeign, by giving pilblic awij^ 
«rtpe to foreign embaf&dors; awhile Peter, ^veffe 
to the pomp of toyahy, appeared as a private 
perfon in Ins iuite. So great indeed was the as- 
cendency whicli this fsvourite acquired oi^er the 
emperor, as to occafion a report among the Ruf- 
fians, tli^ he fafciuated by witchcraft die mind 
of his maften / 

• Vfltndit adbuc eo *V£j^trefiefe.S3Ms Alexander ^ €arfmiopero&' 
ma urhis compitia veSttt^t creberrimd nudi enfis qftentatiotte^ quam fan- 
guinolentam crafimi diet tragaediam exfeSareU Crudelior AUxafca de 
yiginti decuffn a^iffibus gloriabatur. Korb.. p. j^o, 

t At the battle of Pultawa he had three hor&s (hot ttnder him. 

On 
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On the death of Peter the po^er of Mentchi- 
cof was ftill ijiore unbounded. , Catharine, 
chiefly indeb^d to his afliftance for her elevation 
to the throne, gratefully refigned to him the fole 
adminiftration of affairs; his authority conti* 
nued undiminiihed to the moment of her de- 
ceafe, and the claufe in her will * , by which fhe 
oixlered her fucceffor Peter II. to efpoufe the 
prince's daughter,- was at once a proof of his af- 
cendency and( her gratitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition and 
arrogance, his difrefpeftful behaviour to Peter 
II. t and the peculiar circumftances of his dif- 
grace are related in the Memoirs of Manftein ;{:. 
Being arretted, in September, 1727, he was im- 
prifoned at Berefof, a fmall town upon the river 
Oby, in a wooden hovel inclofed with pallifa- 
does, where he ended his days. He fupported 

* Gordon fuppofes that thi$ will was forged by prinoe Mentchi- 
kof : a fuppoiition for which there is not the leafl proof. We muft 
diftingttifli between thofe parts of Gordon^s hiflory, which relate to 
events while hewas in RufHa, and the otiiers which he wrote after 
be qwtted that country in 1 7 1 1 • He ipeaks worie of prince Men t * 
chikof thaa he ibeitis to deferve, and particularly arraigns his 
courage. 

t Mnnic ^ves, amongft others, the following inftances of his 
arrogance 9 " Lorfqu'il ecrivoit au jeune empereur il le traitoit de 
fils et fous-fignoit Ja lettre: Votre Pere Menfchikow. Aux eglifes 
il fe mettoit a la tribune de rEmperear,^" &c. Ebauche, &c.. p. 6j* 

X r. 2. to p. 13. 

his 



^ his difgrace with firmnefs and refignatioii * : hd 
received a daily allowance of ten roubles, from 
which he even faved a fufficiency to build a 
wooden church, and amufed himfelf by afTilling; 
the workmen in the confirU&ion. He furvived 
his fall two years and five months, dying in No-^ 
vember, 17Wj of an apoplexy f. 

The wdfe of prince Mentchikof, affefted witfe 
her hufband's difgrace, became blipd with weep- 
ing, and expired on the road to Berefof One 
of his daughters died before her father in prifon; 
and his furviving fon and daughter were releafed 
at the acceffion of the emprefs Anne, The 
daughter was married to Guftavus Biren, bro- 
ther to the duke of Courland, and the fon pro- 
moted in the army." A grandfo^ of prince 
Mentchikof is now living : he is an officer in 
the Ruffian army, and inherita the name, but 
neither the riches or power, of his grandfather. 
Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace 
of Oranienbaum was converted into an hofpital 
for failors; but was afterwards cholen by l^eter 
the Third for his favourite refidence. The body 
of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and con-^ 
fifts of two ftories, containing a range of fmall 
apartments : the wings, which are long buildings 
of one ftory, were added by the emperor. 

• Man(lein» p. lo. 

f S«e Schmidt Matenalien^ p. 248. 

Faffing 
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 jpaffiug from tiie palace to the fortrefs, we ob* 
ferved a miniature model of a citadel, made by 
order of Peter III. when he fir ft contrafted a 
fondnefs for military ftudies, for the purpdie of 
learning pra6lical fortification. The fortrefs, 
which is furrounded with a ditch and rampart, 
and ftrengthened with baftions, was raifed by 
Peter when great-duke, and contain^ a budd- 
ing called the governor's houfe, which he gene* 
tally inhabited himfelf, and into which he ad- 
mitted only his officers and favourites, while his 
court refided in the palace. Near it were bar- 
racks for a fmall garrifon, ibme wooden houfes 
for the principal officers, and a fmall Lutheran 
chapel, where the Holftein foldiers affembled for 
divine fervice. The governor's houfe is a brick 
building ftuccoed, with four windows in front, 
and contains eight fmall rooms. It remains ex- 
aftly in the fame ftate as during the life-time of 
the emperor, neither the furniture, nor the bed, 

• 

in which he flept the night preceding his depo^ 
fition, being removed. The bedftead was fur 
niihed with curtains of pink and filver brocade, 
ornamented with plumes of red and white fea- 
thers, and the coverlet was of M^hite fatin. Ad- 
joining is a neat cabinet, hung wath light brown 
filk, upon which were feveral figures worked by 
the emprefs. 
From the fortrefs we were conduced to a 

large 
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large gallery of piftures, coUedled by the em- 
peror. Among feveral portraits of that unfor- 
tunate prince, one was pointed out to us as ^ 
ftriking refemblance: he is painted in his Hoi- 
ftein uniform ; the complexion is fair, and the 
hair light; there is no expreffion in the features^ 
and the countenance is effeminate. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, con- 
ftru6led by order of the emprefs when great- 
duchefs ; it contains eighteen apartments, each 
fumiflied in the ftyle of different countries, and 
is fituated in the midfl of a thick plantation. 
The approaches being circular, we had not the 
leaft glimpfe of the building until we arrived ; 
and as it generally caufes an emotion of fuiv 
prize, it has, for that reafon, received the appel- 
lation of jffal 

In the gardens of* Oranienbaum is an extra- 
Ordinary building, denominated the Mountain 
for fledges, called alfo by fome travellers the 
Flying Mountain. It flands in the middle of 
an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade 
half a mile in circumference, fupporting a flat 
roof, which is railed for the accomn;iodation of 
fped:ators. The flying mountain is a long 
wooden ftrudure, fupported on brick walls, re- 
prefenting an undulating furface of ground, or 
a mountain compofed of three principal declivi- 
ties, gradually diminifliing in height, with inter- 

mediate 
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mediate fpaxtes refembling vallies: froih the 
fummit of the ftruftur^ to the further extremity 
IS a floored way, in which three parallel grooves 
are formed. A fmall carriage, coutairiing ona 
perlbn, being placed in the center groove upon 
the higheji point, ruihes with great rapidity 
down the firft decU vity ; the velocity acquired 
in the defcent carries it up the feco^d and third, 
and it glides fwiftly to the extremity of the area j 
it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and 
drawn up to the fummit by means of a \^indlals* 
To a perfon unacquainted with the mecha* 
uifm of this fingular ftru<5lure, this entertainment 
would appear tremendous; but as the grooves 
always keep the carriage in a due equilibrium, 
there is not the leaft danger of being overturn* 
ed. At the top of the flying mountain v^arc 
handfome apartments for the accommodation of^ 
the court and principal nobility; and there is 
9,lfo room for many thoufand fpedators within 
the colonade and upon the roof. Near the fly- 
ing mountain * is a fpacious amphitheatre, in 
which tournaments are ufually exhibited. 

Peterhof is feven miles from Oranieubaum, 
and twenty from the capital : the palace was be- 
gun* by Peter the Great, and finiflied by Eliza- 

• Dr. King, in his Eflay on the EfFefts of Cold, has defcribed 
mother kind of Flying Mountain, which was ere^ed at Tzar(koe"> 
SSelo: it was takeu down when I fkw the place* 

VOL. lip . !• beth. 
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beth. It is feated upon an eminence, and com- 
mands a fuperb view of Cronftadt, Peterfbui-gh, 
the intervening gulf, and the oppofite coaft of 
Careli^a; it is magnificentl}^ furnifhed, and the 
fuite of apartments is princely. The prefence- 
chamber is ornamented with the portraits of the 
fovereigns who governed Ruffia fince 1613. The 
moft confpicuous is a whole length of Catharine 
the Second, making her triumpTiauo entry into 
Peterfburgh, the evening of the revolution which 
placed her upon the throne. She is reprefented 
drefled in the uniform of the guards, with a 
branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fwoixi in her 

f 

hand, and mounted on a white ileed. 
* The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated 
for tafte and elegance; and from the number of 
jet d'eaus, fountains, bafons, cafcades, and par- 
terres, have been compared to thofeof Verfailles. 
Thefe gardens, which, at the time of their for- 
mation, were greatly ^dmired in this country, 
though not congenial to the tafte of the emprefs, 
are fuifered to remain in their prefent ftate; as 
during fummer her majefty principally refides at 
Tzarfkoe-Zelo, -where the grounds are difpofed 
in a more modern and pleafmg manper. I fliall 
not detain the reader with adefcription of filver 
dolphins and gilded ftatues, which are fcattered 
in great profufion; but I cannot omit a ehildiili 
conceit of two -gladiators placed in.a'bafon f)f 

^ vato:; 
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watet': they are reprefented, not with the ancient 
weapons, the fword and buckler, but with the 
more modern inflruments' of war, a brace of 
piftblsi which they level at each other in hoftile 
attitudes, and the water ruflies iliipetuoufly froni 
the barrels. 

^Part of the garden lies between the palace and 
the g^lf, ^nd contains, among other buildings, d 
houfe fituated on the margin of the water, which 
is worthy of particular obferVation, becaufe it 
was the favourite retreat of Peter L As the 
hoiife and furniture have been preferved with re- 
ligious veneration in their original ftate, we can 
form Tome idea of the plain and frugal fimplicity 
in which that great monarch was accuftomed to 
live. This houfe being: built foon after his return 
from HoUind, and fitted up in the tafte of that 
country, . was known by the appellation of the 
Dutch houfe: he ufed alfo to call it Monptaijirj 
the name by which it is now diftinguiflied. Being 
fubjeft to fevers, he imagined the fea-air * be- 

» neficial 

• ** Le czar prit a Riga une forte attaque de filvre chaude. Pour 
s>n remettrey il fe logca une hultaine de youti dans un vaifleau. A 
ion avis, Tair des eaux reflaurait la iant^. Peu de joumees paHees 
fans le refpirer. Se levant au point du jour» et dinant a onze heures. 
du matin, ilavait coutume de faire unfommeil apres le repas. Un 
lit de repos pour cet ufage etait drefle dans la fr%atte, et il y allait 
en toute faifon. Meme lorfqu'il fejournait enetda PeterihoffV V^ 
dcs vailes jardifts de ce polais lui fenxbUit etouffei et il coucbait a Mofk* 

/ T Z tW^r^ 
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jl^fici^tl to his ponflitutipp, giud for that r^afoa 
P^vfed this, fmall houfe to be placed clofe to the 
Q\i\f of Finland. It is of brick, of one ftory, 
jjjid r9Qfe4 with iron, the wind^^ws reach from 
the ground to the top, which, added to the length 
and lownefs of the building, give it the appear^ 
^nce of a^green-houfp. The hahitabie part jCfn- 
^fls of a hall and fix fjnall room^, which are fur-? 

pifhed in the neateft an^ pl^inefl mani^er^ . The 

• » , . . . . 

xnantlepieces are ornam^ijted' with curioui^. pli^ 
pprcelaiii, which he greatly , priced at^ being 
brought into Ruffiawh^n thcQQmmunicationwas 
firft opened with China. The bed-room is fmall, 
white-waflied, and the floor covered with ^ CO'^ 
iQured fail-cloth. It coritaips a barrack-bed- 
ftead without curtains, and I obferved that the 
iJicets were reniarkably f^^. The galleries oi^ 
each fide, and two fmall rooms, are hung with 
pjilures of the Dutch and flemiili fc^hpols; 
4ipong thefe were feveral portraits of hinifelf 
under the chara6ter of mafter Peter, w hen he 
worked at Sardam ; and one of his favourite 
miftrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 
: Being anxious to yifit every renaarkable place 
in the neighbourhood of this city, 1 went to 

ptaifir; raaifdn, dont les fiots des la mcr lavent lui cot^, et dont 
Tautre confine au grand pare dc PetedhofF. C'etait fa rctrahe fa- 
yorite. II Tavait meubl^e de tableaux flamans,- r^pr6fehtant des 
fcenes champetres et maritimcs, plaifantes pour la plupart." Baf- 
ftvitz, in B, H. M. 1|^X. p. 359.  

Schluffel- 
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ScMuflelburgh ; a fortrefs often mentioned in 
the Ruffian hiftory, and celebrated for the num- 
ber and ,rank of the ftate prifoners who have 
been there confined. 

Schluffelburgh is 4o miles from Peterfburgh; 
the road runs the whole way by the fide of the 
Neva, which flows with a full ftream in a J^road 
and finding channel ; the banks, which are fteep 
and high; are ftudded with villages, and country 
houfes impending over the water. The village 
of Schluffelburgh, which is fituated on each fide 
of the Neva, contains 300 wooden houfes, and 
2,800 inhabitants. 

The fortrefs is built upon a fmall ifland of the 
Neva, at the point where it iffues from the lake 
Ladoga. The breadth of the ftream is three 
quarters of a mile, and the current remarkably 
rapid. 

AccordingHo the Ruffian hiftorians, George 
Danilovitch, great-duke of Mofcow, during au 
expedition againft Wiburgh in 1324, built a 
fmall fortrefs in the middle of this ifland, which 
was then called, from its oblong fliape, Orekof-. 
flci Ofl:rof, or Nut Ifland ; from this appellation 
the fortrefs took its name of Oreko vetch, which 
was corrupted into Orefliek. Being befieged 
and taken by Magnus king of Sw;eden, the Swedes 
tranflated the name into their own language/ 
and called it Noteborg. It again came into the 

p 3 poffeffion 
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poffeflion of the I^uffians, wlio retained it until 
1614, when Guftavus Adolphus forced the garri- 
fon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes 
encircled the whple ifland with a wall and bat- 
tlements. 

In 1 702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of 
Sweden with a confiderable army, and, after fe- 
Veral ineffeftual attempts againft Noteborg, fent 
prince Galitzin, colonel of the guards, at the 
head of a fele6l corps, to take it by ftorm. The 
troops being landed by means of rafts, clofe to 
the fortifications, which advance almoft to the 
edge of the water, were expofed to fo dreadful 
a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the affault im- 
prafticable, fent orders for the Ruffians to re- 
tire. Galitzin' refu,fed to obey. " Tell my fo- 
vereign," he added, " that I am no longer his 
fubjeft; having thrown myfelf under the pro- 
teftion of a power far fuperior to him." Then, 
turning to his troops, he animated them by 
his voice and example, and, leading them to thp 
. attack, fcaled the walls, and took the fortrefs. 
Peter, ftruck with this exploit, faid to him, 
*' Afk what you chufe, except Mofcow and Ca- 
tharine." The prince, with a magnanimity 
which reflejfts high honour on his charafter, re* 
quefted the pardoti of his ancient rival prince 
Repnin, who had been degraded by Peter from 
the rank of marHial to that of a common fol- 

dier; 
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dier : he obtained his requeft, the confidence of 
jhis fovereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the ap- 
plaufe of the public * • 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into 
Schluftelburgh, becaufe, from the importance of 
the fituation, he confidered it as the key f of his 
conquefts. From this period it has continued 
in the. poffeffion of the Rufiians : but has been 
chiefly ufed for a ftate-prifom 

Theifland, which lies midway between the 
ianks of the Neva, is of an oblong fliape, fcarcely 
more than 600 yards in length, and 260 in its 
greateft breadth. The walls, which fkirt almoft 
the whole circumference, are built with ftonc 
and brick, about fifty feet high, from eleven to 
twenty thick, and ftrengthened with battlements 
and round towers. We paffed over a draw-bridge 
into the fortrefs, which we examined, but with*- 
out being permitted to enter any of the wards 
where the prifoners are confined.. A range of 
cx)rridors enclofes a large area, and contains fe* 
veral dungeons for the prifoners. We obferved 
the windows of thefe duixgeons clofed \Vith 
brick, leaving towards' their top a vacant fpace 
of a few inches fquare, whix^h admits fo littl6 
light, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only 

• I received this anecdote from a defcendant df Prince Galit- 
'zin, and the truth was confirmed by many Ruffian rtoblemeni 

t SchlufTel in Germap lignifies a key j and Peter affcfted tb give 
'many placf 1 a German appellation. 

p 4 a kind 
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a kind of twilight gloom. In the middle of the 
area is the governor's houfe, and a fmall wooden 
cottage, wherein a date prifoner was confined. 
Further on wc entered through a portcullis into 
the interior fortrefs, built by George Danilo- 
vitch; it is 140 feet fquare, open at top, with 
ftone walls remarkably high. Wit^iin is the 
ihdl of a brick houfe of one ftory, which reax:hes 
from one fide to the other, and contains eleven 
rooms, each' fcventeen feet by twelve. This 
houfe was built by order of Peter III. with fuck 
expedition, that it was begun and brought to its 
prefent fl;ate in lefs than fix' weeks; but his cte»» 
pofition put an immediate ftop to its progrefe. 
The conftrudiion of fo large a building in fo fe* 
cure a place^ and in fuch a fmall fpace of time^ 
has always been deemed a myftery ; but there i« 
great reafon to fuppofe that he intended" it for 
his confort, whom he determined to divorce 
and imprifon. A few Aveeks before his depofi- 
tion, Peter vifited Schluffelburgh, and fawlvan; 
he examined this houfe with great attention, 
and feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the 
workmen*. 

Several 



• Bufching fuppofes that Peter conftmd^ed a houfe for piince 
Ivan in the fortrejfs of SchhifFelburgh. This can mean no other 
houfe than that clefcribed in the text, i^hich I am convinced vras 
defigned for the emprefsj but Bufching probably did not know 

that 
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Several ftate prifoner* of high rank have been 
Confined in this fortrcfe ; among the irioft te^- 
markablc are Maria* ^ fifter, and Eudociaf, 

: firft 



Ibat Ivan was rdmoi^d tx> Kexhdbn the Beginning of June. Buf* 
chlng, vol VI. p. 53 1« 

Sec the account of Prince Ivan in Book V. chap. 2. in the nexf 
"Vdnmc. Several authors who have written fince the death of the 
cmpref$9 have advanced the fame opinion^ tkough without th* 
fmalleft foundation* In fuch n^fterious trania6bions as this^ dif- 
iference of opinion muft occur. 

 Maria was imprifoned on fufpicion of being concTMed with 
Alexify, was ag^xn releaied, and died at Peteril»urghin.a7i^ , 

f Eudocia wasefpoufed, in 1689, to Peter the greati'and wasdelU 
vered of Alexey in 1690. Her oppofition to Peter's plans of re- 
fonnation, and remonftrances againft his incontinence, occaiioned 
her divorce, which took place in 1696; when ike was compelled 
to afTume the veil, and confined in a convent at Sufdal. During 
her refldence in that convent, ihe is reported to have formed a con- 
nexion witli general Glebof^ and even to have entered into a cen- 
tral of marriage by exchanging rings. Encouraged by the predic- 
tions of the archbifhop of Roftof, who, from a dream, announced 
to her the death of Peter, and her immediate return toconrt undck * 
the reign of her Ton Alexey, ihe re-aifumed, it was faid, her ieoiilasf 
drefs, and wars publicly prayed for in the church of the convent 
under the name of the emprefs Eudocia* Being conveyed ta Mof* 
cow in 1718, and examined^ ihe was, by order of her inhuman huA 
band, fcourged by two nuns, and imprifoned in a fmall ccU in tlM 
convent of New Ladoga, without being fuffered to ieeany one bul 
• the perfons who brought her food^ which ihe dreiled hcrfelf. FK>m 
thence ihe was removed to the fortrefs of SchluiTelburgh. Be«ig 
leleafed/on the acceilion of her grandfon Peter III. ihe repaired to 
Mofcow, was prefent at his coronation, as well as that of the em- 
pre6 Anne, and expired in the Devitchei nunnery, where ihe held 
her coiuty in 173 1, in the 59th year of her age § . 

( Schini<it9 6«n.Tab.inhitRttfl;Gef, 

Thit 
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firft wife, of Peter the Great, who was here im-r 
prifoned in one of the moft gloomy cells. Count 
Piper, minifter to Charles XII. who was taken 
at the battle of Pultava, died here after a lin- 
gering captivity. Biren duke of Coutland, and 
regent of Ruffia, here exchanged the pomp of 
palaces for a loathfome dungeon, and the ill- 
fated Ivan, after an imprifonment of twenty- 
three years, here fufFered an untimely death * . 

Thefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the 
dreadful gloom, dead filence, and awful appear- 
ance of a few folitary centinels, communicated 
fuch an impreffion as will not ealBly be oblite- 
rated; and even at this diftance of time and 
place, I (h udder at the recoUedion of a Ruffian 
ftate-prifon. 

This pmcefsy thoogh certainly a weak woman, perhaps'was not f« 
fuihy as (he -was rcprefented by Peter. Mrs. Vigor, who faw and 
converfed with her at Mofcow in 1731, aflures us, that Glebof ** un* 
^rwent fuch repeated tortures, as it was thought no creature could 
luve borne, with great conftancy, perfifting in his own and her in- 
nocence during his torments. At laft the tzar himfelf came to 
falm, and offered him pardon if he would confefs. He fpit in the 
tzar*8 face, and told him, he fhould difdain to fpeak to him, but he 
thought himfelf obliged to clear his miftrefs, who was as virtuous a: 
Woman as any in the world,"* ^c. Letters from a Lady in Ruffia^ 
p. 44, 46. Al(b Voltaire^ Schmidt, &c. 

* For m account of his death fee Book V. chap. 2. 
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Divine fcrvice in the Sclavonian and Greek tongue performed hf 
the archbilhop of Mofcow.— ^Bleffing of the waters^Poblic 
feaft given to the populace.— Defcription. of th^ vapoar-baths* 

^ I ^HE reader, ^n the prefent chapter, will meet 
•^ with accounts of various ceremonies and 
national cuftoms, which Will follow each other 
in an unconnefted detail, but which were too cu- 
rious to be omitted. 

During Our flay at Peterfburgh, one Sunday 
morning, at nine o'clock, we, in company with 
Sir James Harris, had the honour of attending 
prince Potemkin to the archbiihop of Mofcow, 
in order to be prefent at a Sclavonian and Greek 
fervice. This learned prelate, whofe name is 
Plato, received us with great politenefe, and, at 
the clofe of a fhort converfation, conduced us 
into the church. On his entrance the chorifters 
began a Ihort hymn * , which they finiflied as he 
approached the flirine : having then faid a ihort 
prayer, he placed himfelf upon a raifed feat in the 
middle of the church f; and taking off his 

* ** The XiOrd^j name is praifed from the riiing up of the Am, t0 
the going down of the fame.** Pialm cxiii. 3. 

f The biihops alone have the privilege of robing tfaemfeives in 
the middle of the church : the common priefts put on their ecdefi- 
jiSivaX y eftments in the (hrine. 

mandyasy 
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mandyas, or common i garment, the attendant 
priefts kifled his hand, while they delivered to 
him the different parts of the coftly pontifical 
veftments, which, in receiving, he raifed to his 
£pft * > before heinrefted himfelf with them. He 
alfor placed dn His head a crown richly orna- 
mented with pearls and precious ftones. We 
were informed, that this drefs is fimilar to the 
imperial robe, formerly worn by the Greek em- 
perors of Conftantinople, which they permitted 
the fupreme dignitaries of tlie church to put on 
at>the tfme of divine fervice: and the fame at- 
tire Hill continues to diftinguifh the hierarchy of 
the Greek church eftabliflied in Ruffia fronv the 
lower orders. 

The archbiijiop being robed, repaired to the 
ilirine within the great folding-doors, and foon af- 
terwards began the celebration of divine worfhip, 
IPart of the fervice was performed in the Sclavo- 
iiian tongue by the diflferent priefts, and part by 
the aYchbifhop in the Greek language, which he 
pronounced according to the accent of the mo- 
dern Greeks* In confcH'mity to the^ rules of the 
church, no organ, or any other mufical inftru- 
ment, was introduced ; but the vocal harmony, 
i^liich confifed in hymns, was exceedingly pleaf- 
iug. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no lefs 



* In order to kifs the crofs, which is embroidered upon eacli 
purtof thedceit* , 

effentifiil 
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^ential paats of tljeir yef^iip thm ftmong thi? 
Roman Catholics. 

Towards the conclufion of the prayers, the 
^rchbiihop aad clergy retired into the fliine, . to 
receive the cominunion. The foldipg-dpon 
w^re immediately ihut, and none of the laity * 
at that time partook of this rite; butM^e, as ftran* 
gers, were allowed to view what paffed. through 
a fide-door that was left open for that purpofe 
The communicants ftgod during the peremony ; 
and the wijie was, according to nfiial cuftom^ 
ini>::ed with warm water; the bread, which, frai 
cut into finall pieces, was put into thp wine; and 
the elements of both kinds were given at th« 
faipe time in a fpoon. 

The whole fervice lafted about an hour i- th* 
firchbilhop, having pronounced the final bene^ 
di<9;ion, ag^^in felted himfelf in the middle of the 
church, div^fted himfdf of his pontifical gar-r 
nients, and 4;:lothed himfelf in his common robe* 
We then fpUowed him to his houfe ; where we 
found a collation, confifting of an eeb-pye, a 
ilerlet, red and pickled herrings, and various forts 
of liqumrs and wines. After enjoying for Ibme 
time the intelligent and entertaining convcrfa** 
tion of the archbifliop, whtor fpoke fluently the 

* The hatY genen^iy veceire the iacDRnent puce or twice in the 

, Frenoh 
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French tongue, we made our acknowledgments, 
and retired. 

Before our departure from the metropolis, we 
had an opportunity of being prefent at another 
religious rite of a more public nature, the blef- 
iing of the Wateris ; which vr^ performed on 
the 6th of January, O. S. January 1 7th, N. S. 
though not with its ancient pomp and magnifi- 
cence. This ceremony ufed to be held upon the 
Keva; on which occafion the fovereign at- 
tended in perfon upon the ice, and all the regi* 
ments of guards were drawn out in great folem* 
iiity. Its pomp, though ftill fplendid, is now 
ihuch diminiihed. 

On the frozen furface of a fmall canal, be*- 
tween the admiralty and the palace, was erefted 
an oftagon pavilion of wood, painted green, and 
ornamented with boughs of fir : it was open at 
the fides, and crowned by a dome, fupported by 
eight pillars. On the top was the figure of St. 
John with the crofs, and four paintings, repre- 
fenting fome miracles of our Saviour : in the 
infide a carved imageAof the Holy Spirit, under 
the emblem of a dove, was fufpended, as is ufual 
in thi^ fanftuaries of the Greek churches. The 
floor of this edifice was carpeted, excepting a 
fquare vacancy in the ihiddle, in which an open- 
ing was cut in the ice, and a ladder let doM^n 
into the water. The pavilion was enclofed by 

palifadoes, 
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palifadoes, adorned with boughs of fir, aad the 
intermediate fpace alfo covered with carpets. 
From one of the windows of the palace a fcaf- 
folding was ere6ted, ornamented with red cloth, 
which reached to the extremity of the canal. 

At the time alppointed, the emprefs Appeared* 
at the window of the palace ; and the archbi- 
fliop, who was to perform the benediftion, paffed 
at the head of a numerous proc^effion along the 
fcaffolding into the o6lagon, round which were 
drawn up a few foldiers* of each regiment quar- 
tered at Peterfburgh. After having pronounced 
a few prayers *, he defcended the ladder; plung- 
ed a crofe into the water; and then fprinkled the 
colours of each regiment. At the eonclufioa of 
this ceremony, the archbifliop retired; tod the 
people ruflied in crowds into the o6fatgonf',- 
drank with eagemefs the water, fprinkled it upoa 
their clothes, and carried fome of it away for 
the purpofe of purifying their boufes^ 

On the 6th of December we were witneft to- 
a very fingular entertahiment given to the pulK 
lie by a RulTian, who had acquired a large for* 

• The reader will find the ceremonies 9»d prayers \i&;d onihh 
occaiion,in Dr. King*D Rites of the Greek Church, p. 386* 

f Twas informed that -fome of the populace plunged into tlie 
-water, and that others dipped tlieir children into itj but as I was 
not myfelf witoefsto tbefe circumftancesj I cannot vouch for thfeir 
truth*' 

tune 
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tune by farming, during four yiear* only, tbct 
right of vending fpirituous liquors. On fnr- 
i^Bdering his contra^ he gave, a$ a proof of hi9 
gratitude to the lower cl^ik of people, hy whom 
he had enriched himfelf, a feail n^ar the gatde^ 
^ the fummer-palace, \<^hich wa« aanounced by 
harid-bilU diftributed throughout \h^ city. A* 
|branger$, defiroij:(| of obferving , the na^ioaal 
nianners; we did not fail to be pr^fcnt at this ca* 
loufali which epmrnenced at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. A large femicircular table was co- 
t/^ed with all kind^ of provifiojQi, piled in dif- 
ferent n (hapes, and in the greatcil profufion* 
X4rge flices of bread and caviare, dried fturgeon, 
?arp,.^d other fifli, were ranged to a great height^ 
in the forna bf pent-houfes and pyramids, and 
garnifhed with craw-fiih, onions, and picklijs. 
In different parts of the grounds were rows of 
caiks full of fpirituous liquor^, and ftill larger 
^effels of wine, biser, and quafs. Among the 
decorations I obfcrved the reprefentation of an 
immenfe whale in pafteboard, coverfSd with cloth 
and gold or filver brocade, and filled in the in- 
fide with bread, dried fifli, and other provifions. 
All forts of games and diverfions were exhi- 
Jbited for the amufement bf the populace. At 
the extremity of the grounds was a large fquare 
of ice well fwept for the fcaters-; near which 
were two machines like the fwinging vehicles at 

"^ Bartholomew 
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Bartholonjew Fair. One of thefe machines con- 
fifted of two crofs-beams fixed horizontally to a 
pole in the center by means of a pivot : from the 
ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which 
the people feated themfelves, aind were turned 
round with great velocity ; the other had four 
wooden horfes fufpended from the beams, 
and the riders were whirled round in the like 
manner as their rivals in the fledges, * Beyond 
thefe were two ice-hills, fimilar to thofe which I 
have defcribed on a former occafion *, and for 
the fame diverfion. Two poles, above twenty 
feet in height, were alfo erected, with colours 
flying ; and at the top of each was placed a piece 
of money, as a prize for thofe who could fwarm 
up and feize it. The poles, being rubbed with 
oil, foon froze in this fevere climate ; many and 
tedious were the attempts of the various compcr 
titors in this flippery afcent to fame. The fcene 
was lively and gay ; for above 40,000 perfons of 
both fexes were aflembled on the occafion. 

Having thus far fatisfied our curiofity, wp 
found our way, not A^ithout great difficulty, 
through the, crowd to a pavilion in the garden ; 
where the matter of the feafl; and feveral of the 
nobility were aflembled, and were regaled with a 
cold epilation, and various forts of wine. 

 Sec vol. II. Book IV. Chap. 3. 
VOL. II. 9 It 
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It was preconcerted, that, on firing a rocket, 
the people were to drink a glafs of fpirituous li- 
quor, and, on the difcharge of a fccond, to begin 
the rcpaft. But the impatience of the populace 
anticipated the neceffity of the iecond figi\al; 
and the whole multitude was foon and at once 
in motion. The whale was the chief objefi; af 
contention : within the fpace of a few minutes 
he was entirely divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his, fuccefsful inva- 
ders. They had no fooner flead off his drapery, 
and fecured the fragments of rich brocade ; than 
they rent him into a thoufand pieces, to feizc 
the provifions with which his infide was ftored. 
The remaining people, who, were too numerous 
to be all engaged in contending about the whale, 
were employed in uncovering the pent-hpufes, 
and pulling down the pyramids ; in conveying 
witfi^ one hand provender to their mouths, and 
with the other to their pockets. Others crowd-*, 
ed round the cafks and hogflieads; and with 
greatwooden ladles lapped inceffantly wine, beer, 
and fpirits. Th^ confufion and riot, which foon 
fuccecded, is better conceived than defcribed ; 
and we thought it expedient to retire. The 
evening, was clofed with a fuperb illumination 
of the gardens, and magnificent fire- works. 

But the confequences of this fe^ were indeed 
dreadful. The cold had fuddenly increafed with 

V fuch 
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fuch violence, that Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
which at mid-day flood only at 4, funk towardjs 
theclofeof the evening to 15 below freezing 
point Many intoxicated ''perfons were frozen 
to death ; not a few fell a facrifice to drunken 
quarrels ; and others were robbed and murdered 
in the more retired parts of the city, as they 
were returning late to their homes. From a com- 
parifon of the various reports, we had reafon 
to conclude, that at leaft 400 perfons loft theii^ 
lives upon this melancholy occafion *. ^ 

The Ruflian baths have been defcribed by 
every traveller who has ^iven to the public any 
relation of this country . Inftead of tranfcribing 
from the accounts of others,^ I ihall relate wha^t 
fell under my own immediate notice. 

In one of the Ruffian villages we entered a 
bathing-houfe, and examined it with as much 
attention as the extreme heat would permit. It" 
was a wooden building of one room, with fmall 
windows like thofe of the common cottages. 
^Vlthiu an old woman \yas employed in prepar- 
ing the bath ; and as the violent fmoke and heat 
rendered it fcarcely poifible for us to flay in the 
room for the fpace of a minute, wc took dur _ 
ftation at the door, and obfcrved the procefs. 

• The following day I counted myfelf no lefs than forty bodies,: 
collected in two iheds near the place of entertainment. 

. ' Q 2 ' She 
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She firft made a fire under an arch of large gi^i* 
jiite iiones four feet in height ; and when they 
were fufficiently heated, flie fprinkled them at 
different intervals with water, M'hich flew off in 
vapour. She then took from the fire, by means of 
two (licks, feveral fmaU red-hot pebbles, and, put 
them into paib and troughs of water, vhich ac- 
quired different degrees of warmth. In half an 
hour three men entered the bath ; and, taking 
off their clothes, remained within, while the old 
woman continued to throw water upon the arch 
of ftones, which heated the room to a prodigious 
degree. They then lay down upon a fort of ta- 
ble ; and, having lathered their bodies with foap, 
ihe rubbed them Ughtly with a bundle of twigs 
in full foliage. On account of the exceifive 
heat, we were driven from the 4oor ; and foon 
afterwards the men, their bodies fuffufed with a 
^eep crinifon from the effeds of the vapour, 
ruflied out, plunged themfelves into the river, 
and re-entered the bath. 

Another bath which we entered near the con- 
vent of Yurief at Novogorod, being larger and 
more commodious, we were able to remain for 
fome time fpeftators of the whole procefs. It 
was a large , wooden building, containing, like 
that juft defcribed, only one room ; and was 
provided with ranges pf broad benches, placed 
like Heps one above the other, a^moft to the 

height 
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heighl of the ceiling. Within were about twen- 
ty perfons uridrefled ; fome were lying upon the 
benches ; fome were fitting ; others fianding ; 
fome wete wafhing their bodies with foap ; others 
tubbing themfelves with fmall branches of oak- 
leaves tied togetlier like a rod ; fome were pour- 
ing hot water upon their heads, others cold wa- 
te^ ; a few, almoft exhaufted by the heat, were 
ftanding in the open air, or repeatedly plunging 
into the Volkof *. 

I fliall add on this fubjeft the following ac- 

^ Travellers ai*e too apt not to diftingulih between the cuftoms 
of the common people and thofe of the nobles ; often imputing to 
the latter what is true only of the former. The Abbe de Chappe^ 
in his account of his Journey through Siberia, has in many infbmces 
•been guilty of this abfurdity 5 and the reader is led to conclude 
from his narrative^ that the nobles bathe promifcuoufly in public 
like tlie common people; that they are equally addided to fpiritu- 
ous liquors 3 and that they are as rude and inelegant in their en- 
tertainments and behaviour j the very reverfe of which is the fyiEt. 
The author of the Antidote to his Travels has not failed^ with a 
;glQW of national patriotifm, to cenfure fuch indiscriminate accounts. 
In no one inftance has the Abbe been more erroneous than in his 
defcription of the baths. After a ludicrous relaticm of them, he 
adds» ^ Thefe baths are in ufe all over RufHa i every inhabitant of 
this vaft tr»5t of land, from the fovereign to the meaneft fubjedt, 
bathes twice a week, and in the fame manner. Every individual, 
even of the fmalleft fortune, has a private bath in his own houfe, 
in which the father, mother, and children fometimes bathe all to* 
gethef/* And again, <<The baths of tibe rich differ only from 
thofe of the poor people in being more clean/* But fuch fhame- 
lul mifieprefentations icarcely de&rve to be mentioned, wcr^ it not 
to expofe their ^fity, 

a 3 count 
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count communicated to me by an EngUih gen- 
tleman at Pete^rfburgh, who was ordered to bathe 
for his health. ^' The bathing-room wasfmall and 
I0W9 and contained a heap of large ftones piled 
over a fire, and two broad benches, one near 
the ground, and the other near the ceiling. Small 
buckets of water being occafionally thrown up- 
on the heated ftones, filled the room with a hot 
and fuflPocating vapour ; which, from its tenden- 
cy to aftend, rendered the upper part much hot- 
ter than the lower. Having taken off my clothes^ 
I laid myfelf down upon the higheft bench ; 
^while the bathing woman was preparing tubs of 
hot and cold water, and continued to increafe the 
vapour in the manner above mentioned. Hav- 
ing dipped a branch of twigs into the hot water, 
flie repeatedly fprinkled, and then rubbed with it 
my whole body. In about half an hour I re- 
moved to the lower bench, which I found much 
cooler-; when the bathing- woman lathered me 
from head to foot with foap, fcrubbed me with 
flannel for the fpace of ten minutes ; and throw- 
ing feveral buckets of warm water oyer me, till 
the foap was entirely wafhed off, ihe finally dried 
me with napkins. As I put on my clothes in a 
room without a fire, I had an opportunity of 
remarking, that the cold air had little effeft on 
my body, though in fo heated a ftate ; for while 
I was dreffing, I felt a glow of warnith which 
^ continued 
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continued during the whok nigiift. This cir- 
cumfiance convincad m€, that, when the natives 
' ruih from the vapour-baths into the river, or 
even roll in the fnow, their fenfalions are in no 
refpeft difagreeable, nor the efFeAs in any degree 
unwbolefoflie." 

Though the hardinefs of the Ruffians has, with 
reafon, been generally attributed to the fuddeu 
extremes of heat and cold, which they experi- 
ence on thefe occafions ; yet other caufes are 
not wanting that may concur to this efFeft. The 
peafants change theii^drefs without the leaft at- 
tention to the variation of the feafons ; on the 
fame day they wear only their coarfe Ihirts and 
drawers, or are clad in the warmeft clothing. 
They are totally unacquainted with the luxury 
of beds ; fleeping either upon the tops of their 
ftoves, or on the bare floor, fometimes in their 
clothes, and at other times almoft naked. Their 
cottages alfo are rendered exceedingly hot, from 
the number of perfons crowded into a fmall fpace, 
and from tlae floves, which are almoft always 
heated, even in the mid ft of fummer; fo that 
when they go out, it is like iffuing from a warm 
bath into the open air. The children are not 
tenderly nurtured, but are equally inured from 
their earlieft infancy to the moftoppofite extremes; 
We feldom, indeed, pa0ed through a village, in 
which we did not obferve feveral running about 

a 4 the 
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the ftreets ; and others, who were fcarcely able 
to crawl, {landing or lying near the doors of the 
cottages, with jio other covering than their ihifts^ 
even in rainy or frofty weather. Thus the na- 
tives are ufed to Hidden changes of heat and 
cold, and accuftomed from their infancy to the 
hardiefl kind of life. 



^ * 
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Jdomey from tfettr!bui|fh to Riga.^HhU>iy of LiroiRa.«*Nam.-% 
I>orpt-^Rlga^-^ Anecdotes of Genexa) Brown. 

^N excurfion through Livonia and Cour- 
land will form the fubjeft of this and the 
following chapter* * 

May 8, 1785. Quitting St. Peterfburgh, we 
purfued our journey through Efthonia, and Li- 
vonia, conquered from the Swedes by Peter the 
Great 

As thefe provinces bordering upon lluflia> 
Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally poffeffed 
by thofe three powers, ^werc, during a period of 
more than two centuries, a conftant fource of the 
tnoft bloody wars, it may not be unneceffary to 
flatc; briefly their hiftory, and to trace the caufes 
which. rendered them objefts of contention. 

In J 158, fome metchants of Bremen, bound to 
Wifby, in the ifle of Gothland*, driven by 
ftrefiiof weather, landed at the mouth of the 
Duna, trafficked with the.xiatives, and gradually 
efiabliihed a fettlemcnt. A German monk of 
the Auguffipe order, who accompapied the new 
^olonifts, acquired the language of the country^ 
converted feveral of the natives to Ghriftianity, 

^ Nichrichter von Zaedand, S. R. O, v. 9. p* 2^3* - 
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and perfuaded them to be baptized. According 
to the cuftom of that barbarous aera, an order of 
knighthood, firft called the Knights of Chrift, 
-ftiid afterwards \yiife hH)Te'pro|)ri4*5r*4Jie Knig^tl 

of the Sword, A\^s inilitutcd for th(!^propagation 
of Gljriftianity by force of arras. ^ Thofe niihtary 
xniftionarics, equally faualicand fan eu i nary ,.orfe>.' 
<lually over-ran the country, ana reducing: tlie 
antient iT\JiaDitantSA rendered theni at the fanie 
tiniq Chriftians ai)d Haves./ * .' 

In 1231, theie Ki^iPlits, beijig incorporated in 
the Teutonic order, ftyled thenifelves 'Kfaigh;t^ 
aniJ I^ords of the Crofs, and purchafed Efihonia^ 
ill I'o^l', ffbm'the king of* IVniiiark.^" 'Walter 
!l^iettenl)u)r^'h,' cliic¥ or gdherai|' having 6i)laine4 
froixi the grand mafter of tlie Teutonic order the 
jurifdjction ot Livonia, was connderea as mde- 
pendent/ anH' diiittiea'-- V' CH.%?W''.Flftfi 



impoj 

eiVir'cl'inen(ioils','lHfc'ffi^d"\'he'''iroliilidn of tlife 
neighbouring powers; an(i' iHtotvetl tli6 cSiinity 
m a lenes of oloody wars, 
' ^Ih 1556, the krchb1fliop'6f!Rig'abeiti^itnpfifoii^ 
ed by Walter Furftenburgli, geriekTof the order,' 
implored the ailiftance of his uncle 'Sigifmond 
Auguftuskihg of Poland: ' Sigiffiond nnlnedi- 
ately ayflfied in favour .of Jiis nephew, Jiivaded 

Livonia, 

' " ^ D .IT .: . 7 
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Livonia, and compelled Walter Furftenberg to 
releafe the archbifliop to liberty, and to conclude 
a ti'eaty, by which he acknowledged himfelf and 
the province of Livonia dependent on the cro^vn 
of Poland. 

But Ivan Vaflilievitch, whofe anceftors pofleff* 
td Dorpt, and other neighbouring towns in Li- 
vonia and Efthonia, laid claim to thefe provinces, 
and entering Livonia with a fd^rmidable army, 
refolved to annex them to the Ruffian empire. 
In this imminent danger, the city of Revel, and 
the inhabitants of Efthonia, threw themfelves 
under the proteftion of the king of Sweden, who, 
in taking pofleflion of that province, claimed Li- 
vonia as an annexed dependency. At the fame 
time the Ruffians, entering Livonia, met with 
little refiftance, took Furftenberg, the grand maf- 
ter, prifoner, and over-ran the country. 

Gothard Ketler, who was appointed grand 
mafter in the place of Fui-ftenberg, unable to re- 
fift the Ruffian arms, haftily concluded a treaty 
with Sigifmond Auguftus, ceded Livonia to the 
crown of Poland, on condition of referving to 
himfelf and heii-s male the duchies of Courland 
and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At tlie con- 
iclufion of this treaty, Livonia, the objeA of con- 
tention, thus ceded to Poland, was partly pofiefl*- 
ed by the Poles, partly by the Swedes, and_ partly 
over-mn by the Ruffians. 
^ In 
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In this fituation of affairs, Ivan VaffilievitCb 
conferred on Magnus prince of I^enmai-k, who; 
in the capacity of bifhop of tilten in CouHanH^ 
had fome pretcniions to Livonia, the nominal 
Ibvereignty of that province. Having ah-eady 
related * the account of that tranfadion, toge- 
ther M^th the ereftion and extinftion of the fhort- 
lived kingdom qf Livonia, I ihall only add, that 
Ivan Vaffilievitch, being worfted by Stephen Ba* 
thori, king of Poland, in feveral engagements, 
purchafed a peace^ by ceding, in 1582, to th^ 
crown of Poland, all that part of Livonia which 
he had occupied : but the king of Swedeii con-^ 
linued in pofleffion of Efthonia; and, by the fourth 
article of the peace of Oliva, obtained poffeffion 
of all Livonia* Thefe important provinces, con- 
taining all the northern diftrift between the gulf 
of Finland, the Narova, the Peipus lake, and the 
Duna, and ftretching to the boundaries of the 
prefent government of Polotfk, were wrefted 
from the Swedes by Peter the Great, and con- 
firmed to the Ruffians by the peace of Ryftadt,- 
in 17S1.. 

The reformation was firft introduced into Li- 
vonia and Efthonia in 1522, and foon embraced 
by all ranks of people- The Lutheran religion is 
the moft prevalent ; but all other fe^bs are tole* 
rated. 

* Book III. Ch. 6, 

Nafva 






C. 9- ^ A E V A, S37 

Narva and Its fuburbs, according to a geograr 
phical divifion, are fituated partly in Ingria, and 
partly in Efthonia, as the river Narova divides 
thofe two provinces ; but, in the divifion of gor 
vemments eftabliflicd by the emprefs, is comprifed 
in Ingria, or the government of St. PeterlburgK 

Narva Hands on the Narova, near 1 00 miles from 
Peterfburgh, ^A from the point where that river 
iffues from the lake Peipus, and eight miles from 
its mouth, where it falls into the gulf of Finland* 
The houfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, and 
it has more the appearance pf a German than of 
a Ruffian town. In the fuburbs, called Ivango- 
rod, the coloflal remains of an antient fortrefs, 
built by Ivan Vaffilievitch the Great, impend in 
a pifilurefque ihanner oyer the deep banks of the 
.Narova. 

The principal exports are hemp, flax, timber, 
^nd corn ; the imports, fait, tobacco, wine, falted 
herrings, fpices, tea, fugar, and Qther grocery 
wares. 

I did not om^t vifiting the two falls of the ri- 
yer Narova, which have been pompoufly defcf ib- 
ed by feveral travellers, but apppa^- trifling and 
vminterefting to thofe who have feen the fall of 
the Rhine at Schaifhaufen, of the Dahl, near 
Gefle, in Sweden, and the ftupendous cataradis of 
Trolhaetta. The breadth /of the river is 200 feet, 
and the perpendicular height of the falls fcarcely 

exceeds 
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exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky banks of 
the river, its rapid and turbid ftream, and a rocky 
ifland which feparates the two falls, form a rugged 
and piAurefque fcene, much heightened by the 
foam and roaring of the catara6l. 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the vic- 
tory which Charles the Twelfth, in the nineteenth 
yeai' of his age, gained over the Ruffian army 
(1700). Authors prone to exaggeration, and 
willing to render more marvellous the exploits' 
of the Swedifli hero, have diminifhed his army 
to SOOO, and increafed the Rufiians to 100,000. 
The faft feems to be, that Charles headed, on 
that memorable day, at ieaft 9,000 men, and the 
Ruffians did not exceed 32,000*. And it is no 
wonder that the veteran troops of Sweden, led 
on by their undaunted monarch, fliould triumph 
over a raw undifciplined ajmy, commanded by 
generals at variance with each other. Six thou- 
fand Ruffians, including thofe drowned in at- 
tempting to pafs the Narova, fell in this engage- 
ment ; but the cor^fequences were ftill more fatal 
to the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was 
loft, and the greater part of the infantry fuiTcn- 
dered to the conqueror. The number of prifo- 
ners was fo gTeat, that the officers were only de- 
tained ; the reft' were driven, like a flock of 

• See L'Everque's Hi:t. de JluOie, vol. iv. p. 169. 

• llieep. 



flieq), to the diftance of a league from^arra, 
and difmiffcd. . ^ 

Peter the Great, not difpiTitai with this lofis, 
exclaimed, " I expeAed that the Swedes would 
beat my troops ; but in time they will teach us 
to conquer them." Nor wa^ this prediction long 
before it v/as verffied.^ In lefs than five years 
from the defeat at Narva, .he revenged the dif- 
honour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by 
taking the town by affault; and gave a Angular 
proof of his humanity. He traverfed the ftreets 
on horfeback, with his drawn fword in his hand^ 
reftrained his troops from pillage, killed two 
who refufed to defift, placed guards at the doors 
of the principal houfes and before the churches, 
repaired to the Hotel de Vjille, where the n:\agif- 
trates and citizen had taken refuge, and throw- 
ing his fword upon the table, exclaimed. " It is 
not ftained with the blood of the natives, but 
with that of my own foldiers, whom I killed in 
order to fave your lives *.'* • 

Dorpt, 174 verfts, or 116 miles, from Narva, 
bears evident marks of the dreadful devaftation 
which it fufFered in the wars between the Swedes 
and Ruffians in the beginning of this century ; 
and particularly in the ruins of the cathedral, 
which form a pi6lurefque objeft on an adjacent 

•  

• VErtfqxxt, p. 2ei« 

hill. 
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bilL In addition to thefe devailations, the towti 
fufFered a few years ago from a violent confla- 
gration; but is /now rebuilding, and will rife 
more beautiful from its ruins, as the emprefs 
has contributed with her ufual munificence. A 
wooden bridge over the Empac was likewife 
burnt do^vn, but has been fupplied by a magnifi- 
cent ftone bridge, on which I remarked this ar- 
rogant infcription : 

* Sifte impetus hie flumen, 

Catharina II. jubet ; 

Cuji)s munificentia hsec moles 

In publicum commodum 

Jlxtrufta, Livpniaque primo 

^lipideo pont^ adornata. 

1783, 

In purfuing our route from Narva to Dorpt, 
we coafted the lake Peipus, a large but uninte- 
refting piece of water, the banks flat, and the en- 
virons moftly fandy. 

Dorpt Hands in the moft fertile part of Livo- 
nia, called, from the abundance of grain, the Gra- 
nary of the North ; and this fertile diftrid con- 
tinued till we came within a few miles of Ili«:a, 

f Here, p river, flop your impetuous courfe, Catharine the Se- 
cond commands ; by whofe munificence this mound was ralfedj and 
JLivonia adorned with this firft llone bridge* 

which 
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which is inVefifcd, ai Wmxall ji^fdy^obfennrts, 
" on every fiide ^th tieep barren fai^ck. Its 
fituation in fo barren a fpot Vas choferi by com- 
in'etx5e,> the grains of which ftill prote«9s and tn- 
rich6!j it ?*/* . . ; . :.■■■%'> ' * 

Riga, the capital ixrf Livoma^ cotttaGns within 
the fortifications 6,000 inhabitants, . and' in the 
fuburhs J.3,ooa,^ exqlirfirc/of a garrifon x£\,^^ 
foldiQrs f. It derives, its confequence itvJm Ss 
. fituatiou orv the Duns^ <a river whf ch, being na- 
• vigable from the . frontiers^ of the .goviemmeat 
^of'Polotik, brings the .produ^^ftmns .of the north- 
.eaftert^ parts of Pplandy.and the weftem pro- 
vinces of Ruffia, and is fuiliciently . deep to re- 
. ceive; jclofe. to its walls^ fhips of bnrthen, which 
fail .to andifroni the Baltic^ ,;i .. . 

Next to- .St. , Peterlhurgh it? is the inoft cpni- 

mei'cial town in the Ruffiaa ehipire. • The trade 

isi chiefly carried on by foraigli iterdhantsi whp 

are refident in the town. Tl)e Englilh faftory 

enjoy the.greateft fhare of the commerce, and 

.hve in la hofpitable and fplendid manner. Thfe 

principal exports are corn, hemp, flax,: iron, tim- 

jber^ mafts, leather, tallow; the imports, fait, cloth, 

jfilks, wine, grocery, pot-afli, and falted. herrings. 

The mail trade is pecuharly beneficial to the 

» 4 

» . - p 

• WraxaU's Northern Tour, p. aSi. ...» 

f According to Heym, ii> the town-and fuburbs, 14,280 xnale$> 
and 1 3;5 1 6 females* . *• - 
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"Ufwn: TbthsiTghen of {tigAfmd peribns, who 
ire ciliied maft-ftrokers, into the Ilaffian pr6- 
vincesy to mark the trees which are purchaiSfd 
i^img. They grow mofily on the d&briAs 
which border on the Dnieper, are fent up that ri^ 
Ter to^ ]sDdi]ig«j>iace, tranfported thirty verfls 
to the Dttita, are then formed into floati^ of ^m 
JFO to ftOA pieces, and dtfcend the f^re^ih to Riga. 
The ti«e which prc»duces the largefi maftis is the 
Scotch fir, , Thofepi6c#s wMch are ft'om le to 9t5 
itiches in diameter are called ifiafts ; under thofe 
dimeniions, fpars, or, in England, NorM'^y ihafts ; 
-hecaufe Norway exporto no trees more than IB 
inches in diameter* - 

. The Engliih merchants, Mho contra^ with go- 
vernment, buy the mafts from the burghers of 
Bi|!:a; and gr^ (kill Is required in diftinguiifiing 
thofe that are found throughout from thofe 
which are in the leaft internally decay€^d. Th^ 
nse ufnally fiMn 70 to so feet in length. 

The hemp is imught &om the Ukraine and 

Pfiiand, ami requii^s two years in itfr paffage to 

•Riga. The barks ia which it is conveyed, are 

from $jO to SQO tons burthen, are covered with 

mats, floping like a penthoufe roof, and have a 

iaife bottomr They afcend theDnieper and the 

Duna; but on account of numerous ihoalscan 

only pafs the Duna in the fpring, 6r about three 

' we^ksaftertlielnQW begins to melt, and if they 

» . jnifs 
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inifs tlifeit^ime, are ctefey'ed till autumn. The Kenyj 
exported from Riga, is generally more eftceme^, 
and SO per ceirt. dear^rj thaniKat exported frdm 
PeterAiirgh * ; tKe fornaer comes from the Uk- 
Irain^ the provinces of Mdhilef and Polotfk, and 
the Belabouring parts of Poland; the other 
"frbm tii6 governments of Tver and Novogorod. 
TThe fi^iga hemp is chiefly ufed for fliVouds and 
'^yS tff metl of war, and procured T)y contra^ 
tbr the En^liih aimiralty and Eaft India coin- 
J>anyt. 

^ iitdijrtlifi t^kntiiie temp bas found its way to Peterfbur^« 
f b. c^ cif -Mbctfftty^ the iMkim CdtmaHm^ or ^em^-nt^ttie^ 
might be fubftkuc^ ia the place of liemp* It iia native of foaCh « 
^eaitern Siberia, on the other fideof the Oby, aad is daefly fmind 
^n the v^Fiies^ between rocky mountains, and on the banks of 
l^ert. it comics out eariy in the fpring, and ^rds ^oodthbots, 
which are eaten by the nitives as TcgetablA. It iloWers in June 
'or July \ and in good*foils ihoots from ten to fifteen feet hi^^h. lik 
Sibeiia the iceds iripein in Se^tember/about the time of the firft 
'Iroft. It is perennial, and muldptles by running. The cords 
made from this Ipecies am ftronger even thah 'thoib twifted frc^ 
hemp. The Mongol Tartars ufe them for c6nis to thttr bqi^, 
and for nets to catch animals in the woods. In fomQ parts of 
Gernumy ^ natives employ them for ropes. This plant is de- 
Ihibed 1» Amman^s Sf&rpiufi Rariorum in imperh Ruthefto temesit 
Drfcr^Aomi p. 17^. No. a49. plate a$. Vrtk^ /iBs profimit tail- 
miatis \ alfo in Cmeliii^s Pfipim Siberica* It will be defcribed in t^e 
third volume of FallasT Flora RufHca. 

The common nettle, the 'urtl€a Ureta ofLinnasuSy fupplies the 
natfves of Karatfchatka *» and of the KUril 1%^, with cords for 
iihiiig'Aets. 

• See oook*t hft Toyage^ vol iit. p. 339.— P^dlas Nord. Beytr. 
t«i.ivi.p. iiy« 

afi The 
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The inhabitants of Riga carry on alfo. u cou- 
fiderable commerce in fait. They import it from 

' Spain, and fend . it up the Duna to fupply the 

* diftrifts bordering on that river ; and by land 
into Courland, and into the neighbouring pro- 
vinces of Poland. 

We paid our refpefts to General Brown, go* 
vemor of Riga, and had the honour of dining 
with that gallant veteran, who^ with a pleafing 

' garrulity natural to old age, related a variety of 
Tnterefting adventures-, that had befallen him in 
the courfe of a long and a6live life. He is a na- 
tive of Ireland, and was born in the beginning of 
jJiis century. . Being a Roman catholic, he was 
compelled to feek his fortune in foreign courts, 

; which he would willingly have dedicated to his 

* own. He firft .entered the Auftrian, and finally 

• into the Rciflfiai^^ fervice. In the campaigns of 
1737 and 1738, he ferved under Count Munich 

' againft the Turks, and diftinguiihed himfelf at 

the fiege of Otchakof. Being fent with a corps 

©f troops into Hungary? he was taken prifoner 

by the Turks, fold as a flave, and transferred to 

/four different maftei-s. At one time he was 

bound back to -back with another prifoner for 

' eight-and*forty hours, and expofed^almotl naked 

at tlie -various places where flaves are brought 

ifpr fale. He then bore the rank of colonel in the 

Ruilian fervice, but, to Icffen the price of his 

- ' ;^ '■ ranlbm, 
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ranfom, aflerted that hi" was only 'a captaini 
Being accidentally met by a gentleman, to whom 
he was perionally k'iio\vn,' he fen t an account of , 
his fituation to the French ahibaiTadbr, who 
found means to *purchafe him.fqr 300 ducats. 
But his Turkifh mailer difebvering his rank, re- 
claimed his prifoner, and threatened to recover 
him by force. The French ambaflador, however^ 
applied to the Grand Vizir, who decided in his 
favour: Count Brown recovered his liberty, and ^ 
returned to Ruffia, in which fervice he was gra- 
dually promoted, and has been lately appointed 
governor of Riga, a place of the greateft truft. 
' Over the Duna, at Riga, is a floating wooden ' 
bridge, 40 feet in breadth, and 2,600 in length. 
A row. of piles extends from one fliore to the 
other; each pile is from 25 to 40 feet long, ac* 
cording to the depth of the river, and appears. 
about four feet above the level of the water. To 
thefe piles the parts of the bridge are loofely 
fafteped, by means of iron chains fixed to the 
tranfverfe beams. The bridge rifes and falls 
with the river ; and, under the wheels of heavy- 
laden carriages, plays as if a6i:uated by a fpring. 
It is the fafhionable walk, and is an agreeable 
bufy fcene, when crowded with people, and lined 
on each fide with fhips taking in or unloading 
their cargoes. In the beginning of winter, when 
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the frpft ieto in, the bridge is. rje;piovf:d'; ijie pUoi 
i^maiiiiiig in the vater axe fprc^di upl^y the ice^; 
and conveyed to. lai^d ; a^d- tbf^ ^ho|e h ^^j^^, 
laid down in. the fprin^;. 
The imnDrtance of the trade of Riga will aju- 
from the following- tsi^Mes ; 
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QUITTING Riga we croffed the Diina^ pafled 
through a flat faudy country, thinly iu-r 
habited, to the Rufliaij frontiers, about fifteen 
Englifli miles diftaht from; Riga, and entered tjie. 

* » , ' 

duchy of Courland. Our baggage \y^a3 AriQly 
f^rched by a Ruffian cuftom-ho.ufe officer,. who 
even" opened our portfolios, and examined the- 
ftn^lleft pieces of paper. This ftrift fearch is - 
mode to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruf-v 
fuiB money; but, confidering-the debafed ftfite^ 
of the coinage, is an ufelefe precaution. ^ - 

l^ittai}, which -ftands in tjje midft of a fertile, 
and agreeable pountry> is - a long town, contain^ 
inff : a mixture ot brick houfes, ltuccoed*whitc,T 
and wooden buildings. The pgtlace * , built by. 
the late duke, is-^ great pile of buildings, with 
a. large and handfomc fuite of ^paitinents, put . 

* 

* Great part of this palace was demollflied by the late emperor^ 
Paul. It has been lately diftingaiihed as the temporary r$lkldtK:^l)P i 

UaisXVW, '."..' .. , . ,. :/).. .. 



almoft totally unfumifhed. Its magnificence 
and extent almoft juflifies the witticifm of a tra* 
veller, who eftimatiog the country not from its 
fize, hut from its trivial confequence in the fcale 
of the north, affiimed that the palace iras4affger 
tfean the dhkedom. The academy, m^ittrted hy 
the prefent duke at a confiderable expenc^ cori* 
tained, in May 1685, eight poDofeffora^.ftnd 00^ 
twenty ftudents. 

The duchy of Coorland and Semrgallia is* 
hounded on the north by the Baltic, on the ecft 
by Livonia, and by Poland on the feuth an^ 
lireft. It ftretches in length ^50 miles, and the 
average breadth m^ be eftimated at 40. 

Gothard Ketler, grand- matter of the Livottiim- 
knights, having ceded Livonia to Poland j at 
Wihia, received, in i56i, the inveftiture of 
Courland^and Semigallia, as an hereditary fief 
of the crown of Poland. Eh'iug in 15S7, he 
vas fijcceeded by his fon Frederic ; and, in i SB9^ 
it was cnafted by the diet of Poland, tliat, en 
the extinction of the heirs male of the line of 
Eerier, the duchies of Courland and Semigallia 
fhould be united to Poland, 

Frederick William, duke of Courfand, dying, 
in 1711, witiiout iffue, the righ^ of fucceflion 
devolved on his gfeat uncle Ferdinand, the only 
fwviying branch of the Ketler line ; but Peter 
the Great took poffeffion of Mittau and great 
6 part 



«pa^ of Ctnixlaiid^ uniter p;ietroQe of fecuring 
t}^^4owy: loiT }^ i)iec& Anne^ widow of Fcedcif^ 
riq WilUmi. FcfdiiifiiMt ivho was: abfbii^ andc 
a^ vamncM idlb Ito nobiHty^ ^v(?a» unaUette^^ en^ 
fprice his tight^ audi Couriand, cfiariiig feverai 
yea^y iirasc gQi^emed by. the BuiQaiiixourti und^r 
t^ natOfi of the Puchofi: AaM. TUe oc^ntry 
vm in a tete of ciidl confbfioii, and &veral in.- 
efl^e^htai attempts were xnadb to raife^ &&, a 
puncfi of thfi }fOis& qf Saxony^ and alkarwaiids. 
t^^evic WiUiasi^ MargnifedT ^hredt, tt>. the. 
4ucal throne. 

At lengthy in it^ thfci ui^ltaiitiea andab- 
fiance of Ferdinand^tfcwded a pretext ; a p|^ of 
nobles detenniiM^i to appoint a Axcceflbr^ aftd 
Augufiuftthc^ Second, king of Poland, feeretly^ 
influenced' tfaeidtet tonpminate bis. natural fon 
Maurice, alterwards well knowiv under the title 
of Mar&al Sa:£e* This appointment was con« 
tefted by the republic of; Poland, and by Ca^ 
' tbarine emprds of "R^iSivL. 

The Polift diet^ which aflfembled at Grodno, 
dehkil the right of the nobles to appoint a duki^ 
declai^di that dttchj a vacant fief belonging t0 
therepobhc; annulted the election of the Count 
of Saxe, and" propofed^ o» the death of Fei'di-* 
liand, tc^ incorporate the duchies of Courland 
^tid SemigaUia witH thfi crown, accordinor to the 
fdiftin 1*80. 

Catharine 
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; Catharine the Fifft,'; coiifiderih^ Couriand al-: 
moft as a province pf the Ruflitn empire, equally ' 
<4>pofed the €le6)fion of IflOiHi^e, and aha incoN* 
poration of Coarknd; and pri^cfe-Metiticliikdf^ ^ 
whc^ on her death/ a^ired to the- tt^i^arthrone,?: 
difpatch^d a <30rp& of cfinlfiaii.traojfs to: Mittau, . 
and drove Maurice^ ftbn» Gburiindi ; 'fhe fall bf? 
Mehtcfaikof preymfced liis nGfiDin»tidta> buttliet* 
RufiEans, under - Peter .the Seodqd; ttod'Anrie, * 
maintsiped their inftoence in Ooorlandy ahd pro- \ 
mifedtO ,fuppo'rt^!K^^ar(les inChqic-xi^HC to ele^i 
afovereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand;/! ".": b 

-Thb death' tifA:t^&i$ tiie^coh4taiBnh5I^libd 
the hopes of Motif ic^; ^aad;;cb tibi^demife .of i 
Ttrdin^d, ia 1 787,1 *heLpmpcdaLAmnc:ftobed,tttei 

ftates to n6nainate herfavbiji'itejBit'dBUanrf fiip*'' 
ported his elefijb&'jn oppodHibajta^fihe daiiiis.. 
and reroonArsmces^iPdland; ^tlength; depu-' 
tic» from the emprelkrand the new Aite km. biie 
fide, and from ltdifig'iftnd.rtpuHiadf Pbland " 
on the other, arranged rttie ,c to v3trt»» called:' 
Pfi^a SubjeaiomX ^t Afls:.bf Yalfcte^, yMth 
TCigula,tcd the t^onftitujfw of Qot^n^itiMi^y:^ 
ing to former ajftft 9f.:v^ato5*{ji^b(i .fftafcliibiedL 
tlje fucccffioni in. ,thQ.nj4k' lin^ M I^qd,, .Ijiij 
1739, tlie chanq^llpT 9^3 Cowrlanjlj cjid hpmagdw^ 
in the name pf Jihpdujce tj^ Aug«(lpfctl|e,TlU«L .. 
Biit, in 17^0, BmK\^^£.^I^^fkind' impmi. 
foncdy the ftates declared the ducal^jtjqi^tici Y-aruJ 
.... : ' cant. 



^ Cftftt) and eleiSed^^at the recommendation of the 
regent Anne, Louis Ernefi, prince of Brunfwick, 
and brother pf hfer ilulbiind;Anthony ;Ulric; 

The r^vOjirtlP* <>6 »Y4i,;:whidf pfeced Eliza- 
'.heth on the Ibfoii^ 6f Jluffia> prev.enjtcd the rati- 
fication of this ,ek^ion ;. attd fttoft th^t period, 
till 1 759, the a'dmntiftratiori waJ.notninally vefted 
in the council €if ftate; but the whole ^ower cen- 
tered irt the cclurt of Buffia. ..: ' ; 

In 1759, tbe-nobles; difgufted ^ith their jrukrs, 
chofe Charles Chtiftian, fpn of AAiguftiis tlie 
Third, who' received the iftvifftiliii^e of tlie two 
duchies from his father, mad^ iiis entry • into 
Mittaii, and repairing to Peterfljurgh, gbtainefi 
fromlthe einprefs. Elizabeth the rpftitution of thjc 
ducal eilates atid revenjuesv and^her renuiicia^tion 
of all right and title to thofe tM^o. duchies. . Bujt 
thedeath of Eliaabcth, in i;7ftl, . rendered . th& 
reiiitution ineffei3;uaL Peter recalled Biron 
from e^le, and Catharine ;>eftored him to hfe 
former dignity. ' . . / 

Ernfeft. John Biron * was defcended from a f;** 

mily 
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' . % VatGm aoccwAt of' Biron I have confulted ManfteiQ's Mq»- 
.mojrs^ p. 42, 47, 62, 190^ 263, 265, 268, 28a Letters from a Lad/ 
in kuflia, Let. xxviii. xxixj Schmidt's Materialien fuer den RufH 
Ocfh. j>. 38, 44» 281 f 321 ; Motifs dc la Pjfgrace dTrricft Jean de 
Birou, Due de Courbnd, written by himfelf, in Bufching^s Hift. 
Magazin. voL ix. p. 383, 3(^83 Antworf auf die Vergehende 

SchrifL 
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TtAly of loexn csctRidibit* HbghMbdArtheri wbsfe 
Bame vas Buren, or fiiereh, wn liesd gitfoun to 
James the Third, duke of CMrfkii4 tiid obbifMd 
from his maAer the gift of 4ihM)! efibtei His 
-foil tiu:t:oi>^mmed pnncb Alsxiiii^ j^ng^ 
fon of the duk^ of Cmrhm^ in a campd.^ 
againft the TurlcB, in gualit^ «f gfOoHi of ^ 
horfes and with the rank of libttMnsttt. t^riiit^ 
Alexander heing kiUed hefofifef Budd^ in 199^^ 
Birdn returned into Coortend, and %Iks 'a|>pbiut'* 
ed mafter^huntfinan to the dukb. 

Emeft John, his i%cond foft^ WtA bbb in 16fe|,. 
received the early paart iof hk educ^on In Coujr^ 
land^ and was lent to the oni^^c^ty of IConigf- 
jourg in PrulTic^ where he cohtinu^ imtti fon)!i$ 
youthful imprudences eMnpdIbd l&m to ktlW^ 
In 1714> he rnadfe his a{^»eakanoe at Si l^^eter^ 
:lmrg^ and foUctt&d the place oi ft^ to ite 
princefs Chaili^tte, wife of the tasaroritch Afexc^^ 
but being reje^d as a perfon tjf mean teirtrae^ 
tion, retired to Mittau, and ingratiated htisfetf 
^ith ^dunt Beftuchef, mafler of the honfliold to 
Anfte« widow of Frederic William duke of Cour- 
land. Having through his means obtajbed the 
office of gentleman of the . chamber toi tfcer du* 
chefs, and being of a handfome figure and po* 

y Schrift. Ton einem naecfaften Verwandteh des Grafen Von Mntaicbt 
ibid. |>. 4.0I, 414 i GottYenementde rEmpire dc Rulfie, by Xfarihsil 

Mvmi^^hy paflusu 

lite 
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lite addrefSy hefooti became her chief favoiuitc^ 
and the firfi uie which he made of his favour, 
was to obtain the difgrrace of his benefador 
Befluchef. He gained an entire afcendency 
over the affe^ions of his miftrefs, and the up* 
^rt favourite oiTended, by his arrogance, tiie 
whole body of the nobility. 

Having efpoufed Mademoifelle de Tretidett, ^ 
kdy of noble family, and maid of honour to the 
ducheis, he endeavoured, by means of that al- 
liance, and the favour of his niiftrefs, to be ad- 
mitted into thp body of nobles; but his folici- 
tations were rejeSed with great contempt. 

His afcendency over the duchefs, his fpirit of 
intrigue, and extreme arrogance, were fo notori- 
ous, that when Anue was declared fovereign of 
Euffia, one of the articles propofed by the council 
of (late at Mofcow, exprefsly iltpulated, that fli(j 
Hiottld not bring Biron into Ruflia. She con- 
^nled, but inftantly broke her word ; for fooA 
after her arrival at Mofcow, he made his q>pear* 
ance at her court By his fecret advice, the em- 
prefs formed a ftrong party among the Ruilian no- 
bility, gained the guards, and planned the revo- 
lution, which reftored to the crown dcfpotic au- 
thority. But when the projeft was ripe fojr exe- 
cution, Anne hefitated, and was alari]Bted, till 
Biron took her by the hand^ and led her to the 

I ' door 
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door of i:he apartinent in vhicSh theioouncil of 
(late, fenate, and principal iibbi-Uty yrere aflbm- 
bled, and (lie was declared ubfolute fovereiga. 
Within thefpace of a few. months, Biron wis 
appointed gentlemiaof the bed-chamber, knight 
o£ the order of St Andrew, lord high-chambei:- 
lain, and, as Manftein fays, was fomnip6tent' in 
the government . 

Qn the deatJi of Ferdinand Ketler, in 17S7, 
tbQ.emprefs difpatched. general Bifmarck, govetv- 
' nor of Riga, to Alittau, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army. The jjobles havii^ alfcmbled 
in the cathedral, Bifmarck furrouhded the church 
with, troops, and compelled them' .to, eleft for 
their fo\Treign the fame Biiion wjiom; they had 
refufed to admit into their coi'ps. :Butiiis new 
dignity:did. not |X}?event him fr6n> keeping his 
^oft of high chamberlain^ and his Vife; that of 
iiift lady of the .b^d-chaitiber. \ Biron. t^led 
,CQurIand with the. fame arbitrary fpirit with 
j\vhich he governed lluflia, and the .noblels who 
A'entured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with their 
-ufual. freedom, were privately feized by perfons 
inmaiks, forced into kibitkas, and conveyed to 
Siberia, : The cniclties filfo which he exercifed 
upon the moft ilhiftrious perfons of RufTia al- 
;moft exceed belief ^ and Manftein. conjc<5tures, 
that '' during ,the ten years in which • Biron's 
.... / po^ver 



pbwtT continucd/ubovc. 20,000 prfrfoni^ ^&ir)it 

to Siberia, of whom fcrfrcdy 5|<^Qa were etor 

more heard of."   •  - . > oil 

.; Tht iiTogancr ol? Jiis ^enfpei: ofUn .iirdber 

:fbrth in a ixmnhi^ . 1%bl7 4iifreQ>idM id ^tl^ 

X eni{ire&. Oirce in . -partictilas* while flte gaVecon 

audience to the diike of .JBiAnrm^ Bmni' bdvft 

into the apartment, xomphLined thal;:hehmslor« 

ttent^d by her farvaiotsy thrWehed, wsth borrtini 

ftup^ecations^ to tetbe hiid CovtrHfad, knd again 

• fuflihig: onit of /the itotoi^ ihnt thfe.ddor .with greSt 

>iolenee; The ' en^iSefs^ in the higheft ODnfisb- 

nation^ lifted t^p* her hands to' hesmren,'ttbim 

wXlafped Jthem together, and ^ being' aiim oib ready 

.to £a:int^ opened the window fot air. Whifc 

ihie "cotitiiMied in this agitatibii^'thfe duchefriBf 

Oourbttid; accompanied witi^ hir dnidien, lerf- 

tered the room, kneded down, and entreated the 

■eBQprefi to forjgive the paffiojiate behaviour;oC 

bet hulband. Anne in this, as in. every other 

4nftan<;ft rdented^ and patteatly ettflujrcd hisin- 

folence * . During the fitting of the cabinet 

-*onncil, tlrfe freqtoAXly repaired to iri adjoihftiff 

i-Qotn, in wlilrh hA favouritifc remained, to re* 

ceive his advice, or rather his orders. Sl)e ^ven 

kept no table, but dined with his fiwnily, 

: Ax:<juaintcd only with the German sind his n% 

.ri^t* '!!• s tive 
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'tire jargon, lie governed lim extenfiire empuie 
^ Rnffift withfwt jinderfiasdihg the language 
He even piqued himfelf on his ignonmce^ and 
adndared^ln liier pretence of tfaeampr^ that he 
^W6uld not leim the Rnffian, becauie he could 
i]»e bear to read all the rqporU and mdnodals 
:1irbich ^ere dfUlytianfinitted to him. 

fiiron was iSndoubte^Iy ainan of great capft* 
icily ; dnrang his whole admi&iilration^ the ex- 
.tenud fpietidimr, and jinteraal tr anquilli^ of the 
Kuffiflin empirei announced the vigour and wif- 
-4001 of his xneafures, and he ihewed his jodg- 
inent,in enployit^ fuch a fl^tefinan a^ Oiler-, 
man, and fiftt^h a general ^as Munich* He was a 
dincere friend and an implacable «iiemy; and.it 
tvasjuftfy faid ofihimy that he feldom fiE>rgot a 
%eneftt^L and alntays nemembered an ii\}uiy. He 
atnafled to. enormous fortune in money and 
ge^Ia; and on public occafions hts ma^ifi- 
icence.* iar ecc^ed that of liie eanpr^ 

Having long dire^d the affairs of a great 






s Xa bi» V^vf' eereg^Y n^ fi^'/Masiqm dc UChftar^ .the 
t'nMicli cmbaiTador, he wss preceded by the following procefiioxi; 
i. An officer of his court on horfeBttck. 2. Two fervanU on horie* 
^b«dd I* Three carria^ drawn bjrfix horfes^ containmg fix ca- 
valiers, 4. TwentxrW fer»»i>n ohhorftback* 5, Shcnuittiiig 
j^tmcn. 6. Twa bbfks. 7. Thirty lanfuies on fioot. S. Twdve 
pages. 9. Nine heyiducs.^ lo. His nxafter of the horfe; Laftly, 
the duke himfelf in a fplendid carriage^ drawn by fix horfes i be« 
hiad^twokmntsinTurkifiidreffess' ' ^* - 
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emj^JpCj he could pot broak retiring itkto Couf^ 
land ; he accordingly prevailed on the emprefsj 
on her death-bed; to a{)point her great nephew, 
prince Ivan, her fiicoeflbry and himfejf regent^ 
till the prince attained the age of Ifeyenteen j 
end he managed this whole tranfaftion with fd 
Qiuch art, thit he feemed* only to accept the re- 
gency at the eameft requeft and reeammenda^ 
tion of Marfhal Munich, the Chancellor Ofter* 
man, and the principal Ruffian nobility. Hav**" 
hijg thus ftcured the regency, to theexclufion of 
Anne, mother of the young emperor/ the firft 
s^ (tf his aCdihinifiration was to obtain for him- 
felf a annual revienwe of >500,ooo * roubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnefs. 

But the power thus a,cquired bjt intrigue, ha 
attempted to fecureby pferfecution and cruelty. 
Piiqpiets wire placed in the ftre^ to prevent cooU'^ 
motions; numerow fpies brought vague ac-. 
counts of cbntemptuoiis expreffii^s and ill^ 
formed plots, and fcar<Jely a d^y vpf^ed in which 
fufpe6ted perfons were pot imprifoned and toi>. 
tured tp force confeffijon. But ^idKead of dif- 
arming the envy and jealoufy of the .ijati\;e$>^ 
who wei-e difgufted with the government of a fp^ 
reigher, he increafed his unpopularity by the 
haughtinefs of his demeanowr> and treated eveu 

t lCuoo,ooQ^ acconlb^ to tke ynhxt of « <mibb of tha^ period, 

f 8 the 
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ike parents 6f his fovereiga with extreme bru*» 
tality. 

« Prince Anthony Ulric smd the princefe Anne, 
the father and mother of the infant emperor, 
*re?e difaffeded at their exclufion from the re- 
gency, and AnthoMj'' Ulricj who was a prince of' 
great <i>irit, exprefled his difapprobation in the 
ftrongeft tensns to the regent himfelf. Biron,^ 
iufpe^ing that the prince was caballing againft 
his government, called on hhtt early one mom^ 
ing, without being announced; " Your bighnefe," 
he faidj ** does not deal juftly with me; for you 
promifed to inform me of the cabals of difaf*> 
leSed perfons, and you know that intrigues are 
carrying on againft me in your own houfchold." 
" I know not," replied the prkice, " thai any 
thing is in agitation which Wilt be detrimental 
to the emperor and the country.'* " I will take 
ckr^,** returned Blron, " to place this empire in 
fuch a Actuation as; no o^^r perfon is capable of 
doing; ^or I aitu neither deficient in knowledge 
orpower."' •♦The nobles mtiftaffift you," iaid the 
prince, '^ and you muft all be accountable to the 
•B^Jjeror." ** Am 1 not ^regent," replied Eiron, 
^ wilhftbfolute authority ? Such alTertions, fir^ 
liMty ^ocii^on gr^at commotions ; and your high- 
nefs mdft know, that whenever fa^lons arife^ 
the emperor and the country are in danger ; and 
iftrhatmuiB^Vci^e inevitable co^eq\^^ flioiild^ 

'' ^ » i. you 



you and I be at variarice ?" " A maflacre !" rei 
turned the prince with great warmth, putting a| 
th? famfe time his hand on his fWQird.; 

AfW much altercation, the prince 9,c^ufe4 
Biron of forging the teftament and iign^ure of 
the emprefa, and the duke xjiuitted the apartment 
With theie words : " This affair, fir,, is of grieat 
importance, and muft . be laid before the princi* 
pal ttobflity of the realm.'* Jlepairing inftantly 
to his palace, he funimonbd the t^abrnet councilr 
fenatc,. and principal nobility, and acquainted 
them with the con verfatipfi. Whenr the ifnperial 
mini£ber, Count Eeyferlin^ ende^ypuredrto juf^ 
tify the prmce;.' Bison, ci^led the. prince a liar } 
and imrning to Kcyf^rHeg^ faid,: *^ Wewanl^ 
here no advocates, ami nolawyer^ quicks ;" theft 
ttavexfing the apartmopt Jin extraipe agitartion^ 
exclaimed, " Am I a poifoner ! or do I contend 
for the tJirwfe and tfe^p|e*4" 

To the.prittcefs AtmSt who^ infori^ T)f the. 
mifunderflanding, ik)W made h$r appearance, 
he recapitulated wljiat Iwdi^^jffe^ with great 
bittemef^. Anne^ was esccWdlngly. affe6Jed, and: 
appeared to blame her hulbanii's coliUu6l. At 
lengtl?, th6 pHncehnn&lf being fummonf^d, was, 
. pnevailed upon to att^n^. Being reprimj^uded- 
by Biron, and, by fevtrdl who were pref^nt, in the, 
gtofleft terms, hia highnefs at lerjgth fubmitted; 
to ideinaod pardon^ th^ tears ila|ting from his 

S3 ^ eyes 
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eyes from this neceflary bat degrading cancel 
fion. 

Soon afterwards^ Biron feftt a meflage by Mar« 
ihal Mtinich, ordermg the prince to refign his 
military enipl<rfments« 

'• At variance with the parents of the emperor^ 
fiif^icious of plots^ and detefted by the naticm^ 
the regent became agitated and unedy^ ftit the 
precario(ifod& of his fituation, paid his cour| 
with great afliduity to the prince& £liaabe|h, and 
feems eren to have formed the defign of many- 
mg her to the prince, his eldeil fi>n, and of 
raidng her, or hef nephew th^ duke <>f HoUiein; 
to th<} th#ehK He- tfi»en> declared pubhely^ 
Ihat if the piincefa or her hulband we#e*rc- 
ftaftory, he would ftnd^ tftiieit^ both into Germa- 
ny, and plac^ the duke of HoHieia on tiie 
Arone. -• 

While he was hefitating in regard to His futuro 
^ondu^, toad laying plans to reihoire tho£^ gave 
him umbrage, his ot^ -tuin came from a quarter 
which he did not expe^ and was not prepared 
to refill. Marihal Munich, ftcretly di%ufted 
with the regent, fmnented thA difcontenta, awakr* 
Aied the fuf^cions of the princefs Anne^ pre* 
Vailed upoii herto order the arreft of the duKe 
Of Courland, and iUcceeded in f^uring his per- 
ion on th6 1 8th of December, only twenty days 
sfter his appointment to the regency* Man- 

' - ftein. 
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itesA, who was employed by Mtiiiich on this <io i 
^sUlofi ♦, penetrated, at th6 beitd 6f twenty iowvi 
into the palace inhabited by Biron, thcmgU) 
guarded by forty foldieis, who wcre^ placed uK-i> 
der the windows of his bed-chamber, and by nte-' 
merous centinels pofted in the apartments. Be- 
ilig pejfonally known to the cchttoeb,' thfey 
permitted him to pifi, thinking the* die had aii> 
affair of confeqaence to communicate to the re** 
gent. Having forced open tfai dooir, he ap* 
pit^a^hed the bed, in. which the duke amd ducheftl 
iTept fo foundly that the noife did ixoi awaken 
tii6fn. On drawing the oirtdins, hoiH ftarted up 
in furprife, a»d the duke infiaatly l^ped frpm 
%4e bed with an intention %o efcapeyiiitt wlis ^r&f 
Tented by Manflein, who threw faimfelf upfti- 
him, and held him .till the foldiers caitae totil^ 
afRftance. In thi^ ftruggle the duke difengaged 
himfelf from Manftein, and endeavxiurihg td 
1^ur{l^fk'0m the foldiers who laid hold bf his ari% 
leceived feveral blows with the but<^end&)Df thc^ 
mu&ets; Being at length thrown on' the flooi9 
Ikk iaJoivAh gagged tK^ith a liandkerckief, amd hit 
handi^tied behind with an oiiieefVfaih, he wai 
led to the gujard-^room, covered with-a {bldier'f 
cloaks and conveyed in a carriage to the winlJGf 
palace in which theprincefs Anne'refided' WfasI 
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he was led out, the'dtichef$ipn(i^outof bed>ai£ 
ajFter him into the ilreet, fcreaitaiog in BSk agcmy oi& 
d^j^r, till forced' 9way by tbefokUepk igbefutik: 
dowu oa the fuow^ tud wQiUd haye periilied had(^ 
iHit:the captam oCthe g^rd fimnUhed ber.ni^kl^t 
oluthes, knd xic-cfmdu6iQd her to the ptalace« 
% The next day the duke, a^d his fkinily werei 
conveyed to thefortrefs of Sphhxflelbuj^gfa, iwdr 
HI June w^i^ removed to FeUin» a fmall towxx iA; 
Siberia, where ho '^ w«^s ^nprifonied in , a woodeii, 
hoyel under the ibri6^eft coafiniemeut. But her 
did not long xenaain in .this .drieary ^tuation. 
'Rie empfefe'Efizabedi rjeeaUedbim from* bis im- 
priibbmeiit; aiiid if his misfortunes bMn^i i^f*: 

tened his wdk^&xiis^ fpiiiti he enjoyed the plcar? 

•t 

live of (bsing his enewy,; MarAd Mt^riiclp^ m-f 
«t^y that ^Yc): which be had yxSk quittfi^ 

Biroa nhia irltwferred to a cfamf<^rtable nian*> 
fion at Yarofla^ where tw ??P«ved five rcHiWeaf 
ajday, and 'the pertniffiou of bunting i^ tbif 
Yidnity. In this fit^tion, A^Ktcbed ]«'bei% 
^ntraftieid with hif fonner ftatios 51s tbe op^rt 
■ipotent. £iy<niTlte . of Anne, or as r^genjt oil 
RttfTia^i^i 1). pffadife when daii)p»e4 wi^ hii( 
f rtion at BeSfi, he psified ht^ d«ys duoQg ^ 
ygko\» reign ^f EMs^aJbeth. On her dewiff* ?«:j 
terthe^Thini recalled Bnxp to F^t^i-(bm;g]?i, ^j»^ 

did not reinftate Iriita in tbe d^cjiy of Courknd. 
Biron had lefuftd, duiriiig his tonfinement, t(\ 
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jfofign hia rig^t to' that duchy, although he- waf^ 
offered his liberty^ and a petifion of 100,000 rou^ 
hies ; nor could he be prevailed upon by Peter 
th^ Third to abdicate in favo]ur of the duke q( 
Holfiein; nobly adding, th^t he would undergQ 
a fecond imprifojunent ratiier than iiyure hii( 
family. Ca^iarine reftored hiin to his formqr 
dignity. . • > 

In 1 76S, Biron repaired to Mittau, twenty-^ 
eight years after his ele^ion, and for the fir^ 
time fince he had been raifed to the ducal tln'ope^ 
Prince Chaxles of Saxony, although fapporte<l 
by a large party in Courlandy yet receiving no 
ftflifkhcefrom htfi: father ^guflus the Thjrd,r 
ms'cdmpelled to retire befbre the Ruffian, fbrcesi 
and Biron received the Oaths of allegiance from 
tifs whole nation. In 1764, he obtained from 
the king and r^ublic of Poland the invefiiturc 
o^ Courland fi« his ddeft fon Peto*, the prefent 
duka; in 1769> abdicated in his favour, and^ 
in 177^, ciofdd at Mitta]u,in the eighty *thir4 
year of his age, a life of anparalleled viciffii 
tude. 

The confiitution  of .Courland is extremely 
complicated, and the rights of Poland, of the 



f For tbef haStory and coniBtQtiofi of Coiirlftnd, fkt Lejignx 
Juf. Fabl. Reg. Pdooi. lib. I. c. x« fee. v. to vii. and Zicgennorn*i 
SMU Hecht der Hertzogthuemer Courland and Sen^egalleD- 
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^ttke, and of the diet ane fo mt^oTen^ mm tn 
be <fifcrittiinated irith difficulty. • ' 

From the htftoticd fketch of ihe futoeffion io 
liieducal throiie, it "will Rppen^r that Courlaiid ti 
& male-fief, dependent on and confetted by th* 
crown of JPoland. Tht territ6rial fupperiority of 
Poland is fettled by the PaSidSubjectianh^ om6ti 
of vaflalage, ratified by the king and duke, oh the 
receipt o^ the inveftiture* The king iilvefis each 
^ke with the duchies of Cdurland :lnd Semi^ 
gallia as fiefeof Poland; and rebe^vea his hd^ 
ittage as from'& vaffal to his liege lord. > If Po* 
lafid is engaged in war^ the duke mnft faniiili 
^00 borfe, or 500 inCaintry ; and the nobles are 
bound to fupply soo horfe, or ao^ooo dfsUan hi 
the firft year of the war^ providi^ no Po&fb of 
eneifiy's troops are quattered ia Coorland, and 
10,000 dollars in each ofthefueceedingyl^wsi 
Tt^ money bears on one fide, tt^ head c^ the 
king, or the arms (^Poland and lithuama ; Knd 
is ftrtick on the fame ilandaril as the coint 
ofPoland'. The Polifh money .pafies curpeoftm 
Courland, and the Courlandifli in Poland. 

TTie king fettles difputes t«tweeii the duke 
and his fubjefbs, receives remonfirances agatii£^ 
any infringenient of privileges from the diet, 
atid can order the redrds of grievances. 

The diet of Poland ratifies all laws which alter 

or new-model the conflitution, confirms the 

6 - creation 
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creation of nobles, and the md^efiat rechX <^ 
figiit of naturalization, recrnnmended . by tha 
duke and diet of Conrlaud. . If is alfo tkefu« 
preme coa^ of judicature, to wbich any nbbia 
iuay appeal from the dedik)n of the bourts of 
juftice in Courland. In aH civil caufts above 
the value of 500 Polifli florins, iand in ail criitti-J 
nal cafes fpecifled in the ^tutes» the final deci* 
fion is left to tJie king and republic. The king 
in return binds himfelf to fuppoit the conftitu* 
tion, the duke in all his prerogatives, and tii^ 
nobles and burghers in all their privileges. 

The duke and diet enjoy the fupreme autho- 
rity m all other circumftances, not contradi^ory 
to their feodal dependance, or which are no^ 
mentioned in the a6ls of ftibjeftjom : 

The duke is invefted with the executive power, 
and the general admini^ration of affairs^ He 
has a negative in all the proceedings of the diet, 
-^ confers the principal charges, both civil and mi* 
litary, enjoys the right of pardoning criminaK^ 
judges in particular cafes without appeal, in all- 
civil caufes below 600 Poliih florins, and in de- 
linquencies' and crimes notfpecifiedin the ilatute 
law. 

The duke, ftriftly fpeaking, has the right t» 
declare war, make peace, or contra6i; alliances ; 
but although fome inflances of his ex^rcifing 
thefe prerog-atives have occurred^ yet he ufualiy^ 

confults 



confdltr the diet on thefe occafions. Hi$ tevt'^ 
liiits we ample, andrdorhred £rom . iKb> ducal 
demflfiie% which, are fuppofed to form onis^^ird 
0f the duchy, fmm tplis and cyllom$« manoriaV 
tnd feudal rights, fines, and cohfifcatioiis o€ 
goods, amounting to not lefs than ;^» 1 60,000^ 
fer aiuxum, which abndft eniirely betoings to im 
'ftiyy purfe, as the expencesof his court are trif- 
ling, and he » not permitted to maintain more 
than 500 troops. The prerogatives of the duke 
we circiimfcribed by hw vaflfalage to Poland, by 
the diet of Courland, and the privileges of the 
nobles* 

Diets are ordinafy or extiiaordinaty ; both 
convoked by the duke, either at his own pleafure,- 
or at the requeft of the nobles. Extraordinary; 
df eta are fumnooned as occafion requires. Ordi- 
Miy di^ts are convoked every two years, fix 
-^eks before the meeting of the . Poliih diet; 
With the circular, letters expedited to tlie pa- 
rities for the eledion of the deputies, the duke; 
&nd^ the propofitions called Peliberatiims, which 
are to Vc laid before the diet, and fnuft, at the 
feme time, tranfniit ^ny grievances complained* 
of by the body of nobles, for the confideration of. 
that ftffepibjj. 

The deputies muft |)e iwble, and are elefted by^ 
the nobles in their refjjefli ve pariihes.. Their num« ; 
Jier is uncertain, beca^^^ fpmetime3 one pariih 

chufes 
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chuibs one or t^o deputies, aiid not unuiu^% 
three parifhes jditi in appoihting only one, but 
may beeftimated at twenty-feven, the number of 
pariflies.' 

. . . The diet afiembles generally at Nfittau, and 
chufes, by a -majority of voteS, a marfhal or pre- 

* fident. . The deputies then, headed by the mar- 
ftal, repair to the paiaij^e, a:j'e received by the 
duke in ftate, kif^ his^haud; and arc entertained \ 
ftt dinner. 

• . The diet, conjointly ivitb the duke, inipofes 
taxes, and paffes all laws and regulations which 
do m)t infringe on the feodai rights of Poland, 

- co: alter the conilitution. 

The diet firft fubmits all . griev^inces to th^ 
dnke; and if he confiders tl^eni nugatory, and 
refufes to r^refe them, the deputies enjoy thd 
Jjfisivilege of laying their remonftrances befbrs 

^ tile diet of Poland, a^ the fapreme court of U* 
giflature. t 

All qisefiiops are carried or rejefted by tba 
majority, and each deputy muft vote according 
to the inftru6lions of his conftituents; but in all 
mftanaes wherein the conftituents have not fully 
inftrufted the deputy, his vote is null, and the 
fcntiments of t^e majority prevail 

From this aVfurd method of giving previous 
inftruftions, and the attempts of the deputies to 
elude th^ni, m»ny inlUnces occur in the hiftqry 
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of Courknd^ in which the minority have prevail^ 
fd over the majority : this cuftOffa has alfo givea 
rife to feveral attenjpts fuccefefuUy made for a 
fingle deputy to affume the right of the ti^e^ 
rum veto^ a» in Poland, though under another. 
name» and to diffolva the diet from his fole o^-^ 
pofition. / 

At the difiblution of the diet, the deputies are 
hound to acquaint their confiitillents 4n ' pcrfon 
with the tranfa£lions ; a circumftance which gives 
rife to fa6lions, and has not unfrequently occa« 
fioned civil commotions^ 

Many of the privileges enjoyed by the XBokiOB 
are enormous, and inconiiflent with every prind*^ 
pte of found policy. A noble cannot be arref^ed, 
by order of the.duke, for the moft flagrant a£i^ 
except within twgnty-four hours after the com* 
Viiifion of . the crime ; if he efpapes during that 
timi^ he cannot be arrefled withokit an order 
from the king and republic of Poland ; he can^ 
»0t be imprifoned till found guilty, or executed, 
but by permiffion of the king and republic. 

The higheft and moft important officers of 
ftate muft be drawn frpm their bod v- Nobles 
are exempted from the payment of all taxes and 
impofts ; being only bound,' according to the feo* 
dal tenure, to fumiih in time of ii(ar their quota 
of cavalry. Their power over their peafants is, 
if po£^le, more unbounded than that of the Po- 

• See Book, I* ch, 5. 
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liAgffixtry. la jadgmg delisqvtemies aiid <u*^ 
a nohh can fqtm. a fimunaiy a)urt o€ ja:^ci6^ 
odfiipo&dof htna^Blf^ tlire6 ocfour fHenda; and%i3i 
fttfflAeyi and^ oft^r a iaiock^trial, isay oxdsr coi?* 
poial pumflimest, or may ioflifi; immediate i^e^ 
cmknu . 

The duke, is alBfied fa: tbe admmiftratioii of 
affairs by a privy council, tailed the Supjremd, 
Coi^bcily c»>n^>oiBd of four high counfeUors, ^xid 
two civilians or doctors, all appointed by tbet 
^vike, but holding their places for , life, unldf 
pfoved guilty of malveriatioii, and n?mor«d by 
Om king of Poland. The four high cotinfeUon 
i^ce, tlte high fiestard, the chancellor, the bur^ 
gmr^ and the mariliai . The province of lim 
council is. to advife the duke in all concerns loi 
fiate,to;prjdlerve;the rights and pciv^ileges of tbf 
fubjeft, and to remonftrate againll grieviiices, . 

The -four, high counfellora form alfo, in con- 
jttflioB with the duke, the criminal court of juf 
dicature.for the nobles, to M^hich aa appeal lie$ 
fmm the inJedor courts of jufiice ; and which 
judges all crimes, exceptipg premeditated tnur^ 
der, wilful burning of. houfes, robbery, rajies, ot 
€^>en violence, which, being capital, are referre4 
tp the king of Poland, . The fame four high 
counfellors^re invefted with the regency, during 
the minority, abfence, or fiqknefs of the duke, or 
on a vacancy of the ducal,throne» In theie cafes^ 

the 



tiie tUK> ctiriliims, vUo are ooQfidered as ^ ibA 
duke's bouhfeUors^ . atre eac€kided> to the great 
detriment of the couatiy, aa ihe^ are ufually the 
moil enlightened <oanfdiori, and not bmug 
nobles^ are xaoiie incUued to encourage nnnu^ 
fadures and commerce, and are particularly at» 
tentive, that the privileges of the lowtr orderti 
iliould be preferved. 

The enormous priviteges of the nobles havi 
been the occafion of exciting the civil common 
tions which have overwhelmed Courland fo? 
thi» lad century. Its internal hiilca^y is a coih 
tinued feries of difputes betlveen the duke! and 
the nobles ; the boafted freedom of the coitntiy 
is a fpirit of fa^ion under the name of liberty^ 
Vhichy as in Poland, means an ariftocratical H^ 
tentioufneis, oppfefi^ng others, but fiee itfelf to 
commit all kinds of enormities. • 

* In all countries^ where the ^irit of feddal.dfef- 
|K>t]fm (the worft ' fpecies of tyranny) prevails, 
the peafantsare opprefTed, and agriculture is in a 
declining {late; the merchants aneilefpifcd, and 
• commerce languifhes ; men of learning arc neg-^. 
letted, and letters uncultiva£ed j the nobles and 
gentiy alone enjoy the right of being land*» 
holders, and center in themfelves the irhde powe* 
of government. Daily^ however,, this odious 
ilavery lofes ground ; the age becomes more en-i^ 
Jightened ; the citizai, the merchant, the ma* 

nufa^urer, 
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nufafturer, and the peafaaty gain efteem.and 
confequence ; and the , time perhaps is not 
diiiant, when they will be permitted, to enjoy; 
the common rights of mankind. 

Should the duke die without iffiie, the rig^lxt 
of appointing a fucceflbr is vefted in the dijt 
of Courland, with the approbation of tlie king 
and republic of Poland. But as Courland is 
too fmall a ftat^.to a6l independently of the 
great neighbouring kingdoms, the liomintition 
of* the new duke niufl depend on the will of 
that power which has. mofi preponderimce in th^^ 
north, and confequently mott influenre in Po- 
land. 

• • 

When Poland was the great preponderating - 
power, Courland was fubfervientto that republic ; 
when Sweden, under Guftavus Adolphus, and his 
immediate fucceffors, rofe fuperior to Poland, it. 
was over-run by theSwed^s^cmdi itsfoyemgn led? 
into captivity*. When the fortune of the^ 
hoiife of Vafa declined, and Ruflia gained the 
afcendancy, Courland became almoft a province, 
of RuiUa; the dukes were elc6ted and depofed, 
by the influence of the court of Peterfburgh, ' 
and its dependence ,on Poland wai^a jnere for- 

• James duke of Courland, taken prironer in 1458, by Charle* 
X. king of Sweden. 
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mality. But as Ruflia has lately, loft her in- 
fluence in Poland, the duke of Courland has 
emancipated himfelf from his abfolute depen- 
dence on the court of PeterllSurgh. Whether 
this emancipation is temporary or permanent 
muft depend on the fate of the preferit war, and, 
the iffue of the pending negotiations *. 



* Coarlaad k now a province of the Ruflian empire. Soon after 
the conqueft and final diyifion of Poland, Peter, duke of Courland, 
repaired to Feterfburgh : he had an audience of Catharine the* 
S^ond,on the 12th of March 1795* and was received with the 
higheft honourr. About the fame time, the diet of Courland aT- 
fembled, and after ibme trifling oppofition, but much violent alter- 
cation, declared the two duchies of Courland and Semigallia iepa- 
rated from their feudal dependance on Poland, and fubmitted 
themielves to the dominion of RttiHa. (March 18, 1795). 

On the 28th, the duke ilFued an a& of renunciation, and Cour- 
land was ereded into a government, divided into nine circles, un- 
der a Ruflian governor, reildent at Mittau. ' The falaries were con- 
tinued to the oiEcers 0/ ftsit, :md perfons holding places uiider 
the former government; and th^uke himfelf was amply gratified 
for the refignation of his dignity. He had been long at variance 
with his fubje6^s, and fcarcely ever refided at Mittau i he had alfo 
fbre^n the- lofs of 4ib dominions, and had fecured large fums of 
money, with which he purchafed the diucby ^f Sagau, ami the 
counties of Wartenbeig, Belin, and Gofchutz, in Silefia, and eilates 
in Brandenburgh. He fUll retains the title of duke of Courland 
and SeraigalHa. feter was bom in 1724, and has by his wife,' 
Anne Charlotte Dorothea, daughter of John Frederic count of 
Medem, feveral daughters. .His brother prince Charles was bom 
in 1728, and has by the princefs Appolloni^i Poninlka feveral 
fons. 

'The 
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Tb6 plcvailihg religion is tlie Lutheran, but 
all other petfuafioite are tolerated ;- and the Ro- 
man catholics are capable of holding all mili- 
tary and civil offices, that of chancellor and a 
few others excepted. 

The language is a dialed of the Livonian or 
Lettifli, the fame which is fpoken, with a little 
variation, by the Livonians and Efthonians, and 
is probably derived from the Finnifli. The 
nobles and gentry, being defcended from Ger- 
man fettlers, fpeak German, and that tongue is 
always ufed in the debates of the diet 

From jMittau we traverfed the duchy of 
Courland, a country fwelling into gentle hills, 
and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax^ The inhabi- 
tants export thofe commodities from the port of 
Libau on the Baltic, the only commercial town 
of Courland, and import in return, coffee, tea, 
wines, cloth, fait, and otlier foreign merchan- 
dize, which fupply the interior confulnption. 
The countiy is moftly open; but in fome parts 
clothed with forefts of pine and fir, dotted with 
ocbafional groves of fine oak, and fprinkled with 
much under- wood. The villages are neat, the 
fcattered cottages and gentleman's feats prettily 
fituated amid clumps of trees, and the inns pro- 
vided with beds, a great luxury to travelkxs juft 

t ^ QQmt 
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come from Ruilia* The roads are extremely in- 
different, and in this feafon of the year fcarceiy 
paflable. 
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CHAP. II. . 

Of Catharine 1.— Her origifi and early adventures.— Married to a 
-SwedlA drtkgoon.-M^^aptiiffedby the RufTiahs. — ^Becomes the nuf- 
frfrft, cortfort, and fntceffor of Peter the Great.— ffiftory of het 
tievation to the throne.— Dtetth and chara6ler. 

I - . 

MANY s^uthors have expreffed great fur- 
pri^c at the contradiftory^ reports relative 
^o the origin of Catharine 1. But to expeA that 
the hiftory of a perlon of low extraftiOn^ who 
gradually rofe to tlie moA exalted fiation, fliould 
contain no uncertain and difcordant accounts, ie 
to expe6l impoffibilities. AH that remains, there- 
fioje, is, without prejudice or partiality, to com> 
pare the various hiftories of Catharine I. and to 
colkQ; from the whole the naoft probable narra- 

Catharine was the natnml daughter * of a 

country 

* I ihall make aicw ronarkt coiiccniiii|r,the authors from whom 
I have pmci^ly extni^ked this account of Catharine I. The Brft 
and moil authentic is ViTeber. 

Weber was the Hanoverian reiident atPeterflnu^ during part 
of the reign of Peter I. and took extniordinary pains to obtain fcbo 
bed infohnation -rebtsve to the origui of Catharine. He learned 
the Rni&an .language of VVunnb^ who way tutor to Gluck^s cbil'* 
dcen^whcn CathBtine waain that minifter^s hoi^ at Marienburgh t 
fixmi htm, therefore, he was able to obtaiu the maftvinithentic in- 

T 3 telligence. 



country girl, and was bora at Rin^en, a fmall 

village 



telligence. Wcbcrmay have bee A miftaken m a few trifling inci- 
dents, but his narrative upon the whole is to be depended upoiu 
See Verandertes iLui^Ui^^y vol. Ill*;, p. 7-^10. .*:. 
. • l^ Motniye> in his Travels, ha^ f j/ena ihprt account of her fa* 
fnijy* &c. Among other intelligence;, he C9)lQ6led xi^uch ;nibrma- 

tion from a Livonlan gif}j who ha4,b^afQ(4 ^7;4^.^^$^§ ^^^ 
Turks, and whom he bought of the Janizaries : this girl knew Ca- 
tharine at Maricpburgh, and told l^m fev^l par|iipyl^rs relating 
to her, which were afterwards confirmed to* him' in*L!vonia.' - The 
account of La Mqtraye'dorreiponds with thatoC Wtbec i|i thc.prii\; 
cijvd events, di^frin|^ only iira^ftfir tri^g,p«ii;its. .•'- j 

Bruce has alfo given an account of her origin^ which be relates 

' -^ • » -I ,,"-11 • * 

as he h^ard it told by thofe ^ho knew' her frdro'h'er infancy. His 
iMhvtitiVe corNifioiids; upon the whole, with' Ihtt of W^ber' in aH 
cCcntial circum(buM:eS. • - 

Thefc three perfons are the principal authors who were in Rudia 
towards the beginning of this century, and coUefted m formation oh 
theifpot'} we may- therefore rely on tl)em with hionl fafsty tli^ 
^{f>n, la^er. writers ^ stfild 'tbey all agree in cf^nfirroing the lowiii^l^ 
of her birth, and her marriage lyith the Swediih dragoon. . 

Voltaire, in \^\f> life of Peter I. has (lightly piflcd o^^r the early 
adventures of Catharine: he mentions nothing of her birth, he? 
narriage with the: 5yyed|^, .f^ldifr; ^^fcircuijiiftances d4R)ga)ory 
from the honour of the mother of the emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe 
defirc lie wrote th? life of f eter the Great. But, willing to ennoble 
the family of Catharine I. he records a flange ilory, which has all 
the air of a romance,! coiujeming a bvotfaer • of Xatharine,.nAifted 
S6iVR>hlki, who wafl^)bndJb»l>e the fon of a gentleman* pf; Lithu- 
ania. Voltaire cites for his authority ^ le maiiufcrit Ckirieux d*ui> 
hon^nie qui etait alors aii iemce duczar,-& qui parlc comme te- 
moinj^* but without inentioaitng his name. * "> 

.' Pfxnn Voltaire many '^iccee^ng) authors have advanced that Ca-^' 
tharine ^at of the j£nnily of Scavr6niki \ .and it. is ' certain . thai thif 
eniprefii Elizabelii acknoivledged that family as :faerwr€lata>hi,aiuib 
oonfensdhonoor&upcknitt members. c^\« :^. ,:.'J:.« . 7 :.:/ i 

The 
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village, upon the Lake Virtcherve, near Dorpt., 

 • 

m 

This anecdcMie concerning Scavronfki is podtively coritradi6led 
by a pafiage in BaiTevitZy who afiifted Mentchikof in raifing Catha- 
rine to the throne/ and who muft have knoilim'if any Wother o^ 
Catharine had been at Peterfburgh daring the! life of ^eter. He 
aHeritSy that Catharine did not produce any of her relations during' 
Peter*8 life : that after his death a perfon made his appearance at 
Feterlburgh as her brother, under the name of court llendrikof ; 
tfiat'he lived in obfcurity during thie reigns of Peter ft. and Anne^ 
and that Hizabdth made his fbn a chamberlain.' Bufching, DG 

p. 29*5.- - • -^ 

Weber alfbiipon this head relates, ** that a near relation of Ca- ' 
tharine came*' to Peterfburgh with his family, confifting of three 
ibns antf two daughters. He was called count Ikayoroniki [ter- 
taihly'^he'fimie as Scavroniki] ; the eldeft daughter, Sophia, was 
appoiAtvdby the emprefs maid ofhonour^ the other children were 
educated by their father. The arrival of tbefi ganger/ gxve rife id 
^niany reports concerning the origin of Catharine ; that her father, 
whofe name was faid to be John Rabe, was a quarter-mafter in a 
Swedifh regiment; and that her mother was the daughter of a 
t1^vm-fec%tary of Riga. The widow, after her hufband's death, 
%ent to her relations at Riga; but foon dying, Gluck took the 
fbtindlihg into his family. Thefe reports, wnich began to circu- 
late, occafioned a, public decree, forbidding all perfons, upon pain 
qf > death, from uttering difrefpe6)ful exprefllons againil the late 
emperor, or the reigning emprefs and her femily.'* Ver. RuiT. 
♦oL III. p. 76. 

We may- indeed take it for granted, that if Catharine^s family 
had been nobly defcended, the iecret would have been difcovered 
during the life of Peter, and have been favourably received by that 
emperor, who was prevented by the obfcurity of her birth frbm carry- 
ing her with hitn toPftris, not being wilHhg to expbfe her to infult : 
^ II ne voC^loit pas I'expofer, dit-on, aux rebuts qti'il craignait » 
pour elle, -wk tobfcurite dffa mnffancty de la dflitatdle f rangaife/' 
»aflevit2 in Buf.'MAg. IX. p. 316. 

• T 4 Axk 
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\ 



. r « • • • • 

in Livonia. ' Theyeit b£ her birth is uncertain ; 

but, 



An AHiftriaii eHvoy, who ws^ at Peteriburgli in 1^25, and wrote 
^xi accgunt to his court of heraecdCon tp ^ thpo^, iayf, '^ that 
ihe was a natural ,4^u^ter of ^ .f^ivoiuaxi fiobl^mani who^ j^tkvao 
V^as A)x.9Sidhal; th^t iter mother ^frward$;fx\iVri^ a jifhjea^^ 
by w))Qm ih^ had a fon a^<^ a (^ug}ite^ ^ that the fsiriMer v<ra|5 put %o 
d€;^t^ by Pcter» for openly dfc|ai?^ hii»r^Ifto l^e the brother «f 
C3t^^i^e,^ ^^at ihe.iifte.1: ceqciifpj. fpr foam time ik p^pfio^ «f 
^^ rQu^k^ fi^m^he empp(ii». b^t. \ifi^ aft;erwiprds con£iied in 2k 
houll' of corre£bion during the rei^ of Peter I. by Cathaoae^a 
4^fy%^^* , ^ JPf ^^dds, . ". Cai^harinye. .was broogbtup iu^^pj^ck'shonife j 
ihe,lp>ei;^w»p t^, i?iiilrei«.-pf 'Ti<;fttt)i<wienr a «?f>W'^>f SwedilH 
hoFfe, \ff, Mi]ff^fi6 ha4,a:ibn i, hp ;^terwards gayi^ ht^r Vf^ wm^i^sP 
tv.i* 4j;W?ij9«-fjf hi^.troopj vWi wbo« ibe Utpe4 .thr«f yeaph untU 
ihe .was taHfA nridoii^r at Narv^ by the RufCaAs/* Bat'tbu'-mixvif* 
tpr» whAJuLW4^ informed inf.wfiat p^i^cs tp.tl)« litter |)a]$ of O^ 
thariiie'& li&* and^he mefi^^j which % aic$i^4?^ ^hMnt^v 
^i^ems. to have detailed ipany idl»repor^ al?<^t 4fr f^^fi^i^iis^ ca^y 
biiJtpry,. Bu^hj Hi(t. jviag. XI, p- 48. ^ f ; ,. 

' Before J. clefe,(this no,te I mpHj^vP^^fqn the opii^ioa of ]^.fchi»§^ 
wl^Oy duriAg hi^ reiidei^cp at Pe^pHbuugh, coUe^edv^uc^ambf^iiiP 
i]|;\fp^aV9« W^V^^ ^Ot)3fi yaricfft parts of tb«i.ftiM5a4|.hiftory 5 
an^pngft pther arUc)fS^ hr has given, anecdotes of fytj^s^^ h 
>yhfcb he opeiu^.b^r ^yixxg, '* -A^ the accpimts w^ich.wltw hate 
hithertp ^vea/ ^r mther' .^onje^ured, of the. birth .and ^ipily ol 
Catharine I. are falfe/^ Ibid. III. p. 190. He fays >m* Ssatdfy wat 
from l4i(b»axii?^^ind |ier ^ther'a njune Samuel j^ h^ bpo^ber was 
cowt Gl»r]A& Sc»yxQJ^Oti» heif jGfter Chriftinarmarfis*^ cc^^t^'SiiliUf 
Hpddrikoi^ia^dtbe otl^r>,>|Kh9)fb joame was As^x^ Mi^tl^el Yefi** 
moiki,. .He c<)a^nns b^rmarriage^with t^ Svfedi^jQjL -(^"ngj^opy-but 
|3}aq?s;the^x5e^J5i:^ft?4?.ia Pdand, andno^^fhtiMtdtoibirii^ 
^,infofn^8 w^, thatl^ o|3tai;^l^is.i«|/ar«tttf4f <4d Wy 

.whofenajne hf .CDJfif^ls.4 y^o di^^-la^ely 9^ PetferftMtgh* and kiKW 
Catharine from her firft appearand in,JR.i;M^, and v^s; |^|«iitly i^kA 
£^our. He adds alfo an account of an officer who brought Catha-^ 

rine^s 
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But,' accbrdirig^ to hei^ own account *, ihe came 
into the world on the -Ath of April, 1689. Her 
original liame Vas Martha, which fhe changed 
for Catharinewhen fhe embraced the Greek re- , 
K^ion. ' • C<imit Rofen, a lieutenant-colonel, in 
tTicr SVedi'fh fervice, who owned the village of 
Ringeit,' fupported, acc^ording to tlie cuftom of 
the cotmtry, both the mother and child, and 
was, ftir that reafon, flippofed to b,e her father. 
She Tort her mother when llie was three vciara 

• f • •  • 

did,' aiidi count Hofen dying about the fame time, 
was mft 'iri' f(» deftftute a fituation, that the 
clerk 6f tlf6 Village received her into his houfe- 

nn^"^! ^ftor AAsefmih J^ithuania toT<t«r(buf]glu With great dt^ 
fereiicej^ however, to fo refpeftable an authority, we cannot, merely 
upon this hear fay evidence, iet' afide the teftimonies of Weber, La 
Motrayc, and Bruce ; this ftory fcems, in cfFe^, the fame fiyiag report 
as Ttjfit irvlVqJ^i5lj;ftuA.0ie i^^ wjio gavt the ibtelHgencc to 
Buf^l^in^ rjyght' be wUlk>g, .to rmfy the current repprt in Eliza- 
beth's time, in honofur of her friend and patronefs Catharine. It 
«pp^W,;h6*^verj as wcH frorm thi^ intelligence as- from theinfbr- 
ihain6n.9f:\$fflDteranrl JMieYitz;'tiat'S]mc rosil or pretended rela^ 
tioiis. of Catkarinc omde their appearance at Petcrfbu%h during he^ 
reign). that they were acknowledged and promoted by her, and af- 
ferwarrfs by Elizabeth, ilc5t unwilling, perhaps, t6 believe, without 
inquiry, her mother^'s family to be nobly defcended. 

6<AtflUG^'itt Tm MaUfi^eA,'&e. hsd <x>UfiAed incnep^tof ' 
view great part of 'khe intetiigence wlkich related to Cathiirine 
antf'to him Ijmji^eatly obligod for abridging the trovd»k ndcenkry 
in iuch jai eompdicatdd inquiry. 



• i -*irffc 



* BaiTevitz in Bufching, IX. p. 375. Some Gty ihe was bom (o 
«arlyasi683. Bulching, IX. p. 4B1. 

Soon 
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Soon afterwards Cluck, Lutheran minifter of 
Marienburgh, took her under his. prote6lion, 
brought her up in his family, and employed 
her in attending his children. In 1701* fhc^ 
efpoufed a dragoon of the Swediih .g^rifou of 
Marienburgh tf Many diflfercnt accounts are 
given of this tranfaftion : one author J of great 
credit affirms that the bride and bridegroon^ re- 
mained together eight days after their marriage; 
another §, of no lefs auth^ority, aflerts, that on 
the morning of the nuptials her . huiband was 
£ent witl^ a detachment for Riga^ au4 the mar- 
riage was never confummarted. This, much is 
certain, that the dragoon was abfent when Ma- 
rienburgh fuiTendered 4,othe Ruffians,' and Ca- 
tharine, referved for a higher fortune, never faw 
him more. 

General Bauer, on the capture of Marien-* 
burgh, faw Catharine among the prifoners; and^ 
fraitten with her beauty, took her to his houfe^ 
where Ihe Superintended his dom^ftic afikirs, and 
iiras fuppofed to be his liriftrefs, Soon afterwards 

I r 

ihe was removed into the family of prince Ment- 

- * Weber figrs in licr iSth year j but if, accdrdiftg to hflr own ac- 
couhty ihe vns bom in 1689^ ihe was only thirteen. 
. t Wonnb affnrcd Wcbcr, that during her refi^ence^ at Marien- 
burgh ihe was a pattern of virtue and good bdiavionr; which 
contradidts the report, that ihe had been a common woman in 
Livoma.. 
J Weber. § Bruce, p. 74. * ^ 

chikof, 
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chikof, who was no. lefs ftruck . with . the attrac- 
tious of the fair captive : with him ihe lived un- 
til J7X)4, when, in the feve^teenth year of her 
age, ihe became the jniftrefs of Peter the Great, 
and -won fo mmh n|)on his ^ffeftioiis, that he ef- 
pdufed * her on the 89th of> May^ iri i. Jhe 
eercmony'Vas fecrelly pferfofmed at Jawerof in 
Pokndj, in the prefence of general Bruce, and o.u 
the[^Hhof February, 1712, was publicly folem- 
nized at Peterlb.Mgh-^ - • \ . , 

- 7 • Ciatllarine, hy %\\t moft unwearied affiduity and 
unrepiitted attention, by th0 foftaefs and com- 
placency of her dHpofition, but above all by an 
tetraoixlinarj liveiinefs of temper, acquired a 
wtxnderful afcendeaiey oyer the mind of Peter, 
The emperor was fubje^ to occafional horrors; 
wl^iob rdndered him'gjoopiy.and fufpicious, and 
prt>duced a. temporary madnefs. In thefe dread- 
ful moments Catharine was the only perfoh who 
•  • *■ ' . 

T *; IBard0iinfiiy8 ihe had {cvdfal children by the czar before he cf» 
pooTed Jber, particularly the princefs Anne. The czar, he adds, 
was married to her in 17 lo. Life of Peter^ Vol. II. p. 258. Weber 
only relates, that the marriage, which was before kept (ecret, was 
mad^ pubHc in 171 u* Voltaikicrplaces the facret marri^^ in 1707* 
A paflage in Qmce's Memoirs is deciHife : ** On the 17th (May, 
171 1 ) we arrived at Warfew, and at" Jawerof on the 29th, where we 
found the czar and czarina, and they were privately married, at 
'wlUk tere/Moffy ihe general nvas prefent ; and upon this occafion he 
was made mailer-general of the ordnance, in the room of the prince 
of Melita, who .died a prifoner in Sweden/' P« 36. 

' ventured 

I 



ventured to approach him : fuch was the kind 
of fafcination * fte had acquired over hisfeirlcs^ 
that her prefencc had ^an hiftantanecui effeA; 
the firft found of her voice cdmpofed his mind 
and calmed his agonies. Frobtfceft circtom^ 
fiances Ihe feemed neceffaty,- not orily td his 
comfort, but even to his e>tiftence ; (lie b^rame 
his infeparable companion during his joumics 
into forejgn countries, ind ai^conipanieid him 
even in his ynilitary expedi4ioM; ^ < 

The peac^ ^f Pputh, by Vhl*h[thi ftuflTmn ar- 
my was refcued ftom certain dc^ftru^ion, has 
been wholly aUrlbiite^ to-Cftiffame, t^oug^ {b9 
"w^s only the inftrtiment in exporting; the confent 
of Peter. In the cjimpaign »f 1 7 1 1 agfainft thi 
Turks, having yrapnadehtly Jed his troops into a 
difadvantageous fituation, he formed the defpe^ 
rate refolution of cutting his way through the 
Turkifli <ij'my in the night, and i^tiring to 
his tent in an agony of defpair, gave pofitive 
orders that no' one fliould be admitted, imder 
pain of death. In this important juriSure^ the 
principal officers, and the vice-chancellor Shaf- 
frrof t, affetnbkd in the prefeiace of Catharine^ 
arid drew up certain preliniinaries to obtain a 

* " Elle a-vait un afcendaint tiii* ft« fcn», qui feilait ppef^tte dn 
pfodige." Baifevitz inBufch. IX. p. 294. 
t Motraye's Travels, vol. Ill, p; 151, note, alfo p. 103. 

truce 
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truce. from the grand vizier. Plenipotentiaries 
were immediately diipatched, without the know- 
ledge of Peter, to the graud vizier, and a peace 
obtained on' more reafonabic conditions than 
could have been expeded. With thefe conditions 
CaJtharine, -notwithflandingtheordera iffued by 
Peter, entered the tent, and ohtained his fisTHat ute. 
By her condud Catherine acejnired great popu- 
larity, and the emperor fpecifies her behaviour 
at Pruth, aaone of the reaions which induced him 
toxrownher publicly at MoXcqw with his own 
hand. ^ This ceremony * was performed in 1724; 
and> though defigijied by Peter o^Jy as a proof 
of his affejftion, was the caufe. of her fubfequent 
elevation. ; . 

Some authors b^^ytj affirmed,, without the fmall- 
eft foundation, that Peter placc;d the crown upon 
her head as a* prelude to his future intention 
in her favour, and: even appointed her his fuc- 
ceffor; but no traces of this intention were ever 
difcovered. Nothing indeed affoids. a ftrongef 
proof of the contrary, than the manifefto of Ca- 
tharineV acceflioD, in wliieh.ihe refe her right 
folely on her comnation at Mofcow, and on the 
refolutions of the fenate, the clei^y, and the bo- 
dy of the generals t* ^^^^ ijafluence continued 

. * The reader will find » circumftantlal account. of the corona- 
tion, with all the cereinooies and entertainments, Ja. Brace, who 
was himfelf prefcnt. Brnce's M^nsoirSy.p, 551 to 3^3, 
t See Dumoot, Corps Dipbm vol, Vlil, p. 2- p 104. 

undiminilhud 
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undiminifhed until a lliort titne before the death 
of Peter ; when fome circumftances occafioned 
a inifunderftanding, which might have ended in 
a total rupture, if his death had not intervened. 
The 0Ti2;inal caufe of this mifunderftanding: arofe 
from the difcovery of a * fecret connexion be- 
tween Catharine and Mons,her firft chamberlain. 
The emperor, fiifpicious of the connexion, quit- 
ted Peterfburgh under pi-etence of removing to 
a villa for a few days ; but privately returned to 
his winter palace in the capital. From whence 
he occafionally fent a /confidential page with a 
complimentary meffage to the emprefs, as if he 
was in the coccntry, with fecret orders to obferve 
her motions. From his information, the empe- 
ror, on the third ttight, furprifed Catharine in an 
arbour of the garden with her favourite Mons ; 
while his filler, Madame Balke, who was firfl; la- 
dy of the bed-chamber, was in company with a 
page, upon the watch without the arbour. 
Peter * ftruck Catharine with his cane, as well 

* fiaflevitz and Voltaire relate this tiaa(a6l;ion. in a different 
nuuiner, but neither of them would reprefent any circumftance 
tencfing in the leaft to criminate Catharine. The Auftrian envoy, 
from whom the above relation is chiefly extrafted, fays that he re- 
ceived information of the whole aiair from the page ientby Peter, 
whofe name was Drevenich. Bufch« HiiL Mag* XI. p. 49. Baii'e« 
vitz himfelf mentions the anecdote of his driving her under the 
gallows i which feems to imply, that Peter ceruiniy thought Catha- 
rine guilty of an intrigue with Mons. 
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as the page who endeavoured to prevent him from 
entermg the arbour, and then retired without 
uttering a fingle word. Mons and his fifter were 
taken into cuftody, and a report was circulated/ 
that they were imprifoned for receiving bribes, 
and making their influence over the eriiprefs fub- 
fcrvient to their own mercenary views. Mons was 
carried to the wintefr palace, where no one had- 
admiflion to him but Peter, whohimfelf brousfht 

I 

his provifions ; being examined in the prefence 
» • 

of major-general Ufchakof, and threatened with 
the torture, he confeffed the corruption laid to 
his charge, and was beheaded. His filler received 
five llrokes of the knoot, and was baniihed into 
Siberia ; two of her fons, who were chamberlains, 
were alfo degraded, and fent as common foldiers 
among the Ruffian troops in Perfia. On the day 
fubfequent to the execution of the fentence, 
Peter conveyed Catharine in an open carriage 
undqr the gallows, to which was nailed the head 
of Mons ; the emprefs, without changing colour 
at this dreadful objeft, exclaimed, " What a 
pity it is, that there is fo much corruption among 
courtiers *." 

As this event was followed by Peter's death, 
and as Catharine recalled Madame Balke, ike 
was fufpefled of fhortening the days of h«r huf-. 

• Baflevitz in Bufch. Hift Mag. IX. p. 3^2. 

band 
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band by polfon. But notwitbftamUng the criti- 
cal litu^tion of Catharine at the time of his de- 
ceafCi and her fubfequent elevation, this charge 
is d^ftitute of proof; for the nature of the dif- 
order with which Peter bad. been long afflided^ 
and the peculiar .ilj^mptoms * of his laft ilhiefs, 
fufficiei^tly account forbid death, without recur- 
ring ta poifon. 

Peter having, ia 1724, decreed that the reign- 
ing fovereign fliouldhave the power of appoint- 
ing hiB fuccelibr, ought, in common prudence, to 
have pi^ovided one in cafe df his fiidden death • 



'  •* PWb^xV &ys the Auftwan envoy, " had fonnerly contrafte^ 
from one of his millrefles a complaini;, whicji on account of his 
excefles was never complefety eradicated ;" and drmkittg* at the ri« 
diculoas ele^ion of the mock patriaroh f ^ an.'efi9tR)!QniS{%i|s|&titgr o^ 
wiAe,,bBfirt n^d, ai><( l>rai\dy« it increased to iucb^ a ^gree, as ta 
become incwabJe^f but as there appeared no external fyhiptonis, 
the^phyficians conceived the diforder to be tlie 'ftone, and^ treated* 
it accordingly. By thefe meanM'tbe virus at lengtdi- graflutiljy 
gtuaed focbi a bdght as to %v^ ah abfcQis i^ Uk jbUddeTyrvhlch^ in 
h«$ laft iUn«f$, brought on$i fir^ngury, ^hat foon ended in his d^ath. 
ITpo^x his , deajth-bed he grievoufly repented of his fiAs, confrfied' 
ttat he had fhed much innocent blood, .e^{jr«ftdUfad^feateft Jboxi* 
oem ]R>t*lii«'l^ia^iour td hi$ 'fmtor!:ui^4^<9 iud^ jusl^fig^ h9W«vtT,r 
that he hoped God would forgive his fins, in conAdj|ratioa of the. 
gQpd he h^d conferred ^n, his counjtry." Buich. flifl:. Mag. XI. 
p. 4,:j6. Gordon fays, ** he caught cold, v?hichiwkh a violent i^mn- 
^ry anxl retention ^f urific, 4ttifiBtted:by;ao:Jtrnil^lwnjcrir<hi» 
Wiulicr^Mt ane|i4 t^.his. fife oa« the 2^^ of J^^ry,. 1,725/' 



) .-:;: 



\ S.Qf an- fCC^mV^ of t^s In ^ruce*8 MemQirs^. 

but 



l>ut fee.iw-as jfei^?4 witjli ^Tis laft jlln^fs b€foi:e he 
^lad perforfne4 that iapoeiT^ry duty- His.^iforr 
jier Wj^$ a ftranguary, which w^supt-^tiirft at- 
^^lUjLQfi ^vitjiralia^mingffymptflins; b^utfufj^leplyiiir 
cueaifd to a violent degree, and occafioi^e^ fucji 
j&xqrajpiji,tin^ tortures, as totally d^pxiyedl^ni of 
iiis ;fe&fes: la a \\xqid iBterv^ heM^tppiided j)efi 
aiid ^aper^ and end^^vpitur ed to write, but co^l^ 
.only traoe chara^d-s th^at vere not legible^ He 
.then called for his daughter Anne; but beforp 
her aa^ri vai h^s fpecch a^nd underftainding iailed, 
laaid he remi^ined in this (Utc fix-^f^d-thirty 
Jhoors ui^tU be expi-red * • - 

It is evident from this account; ijrawn from 
.unqu^ftjonable authorities, that he did .not ap- 
j>qii?Lt bis heir; aji^ thpugh fome perfons con- 
;cludfed, that Jie purppftd entailing the crown 
upon his grandfon Peter, yet he probably deftined 
;his.r^eft 5la.ughter Anoe to be hisfucceffor ; but 
yt9s prevented, by the fuddenqeis of his death, 
.from cartying his.defign^into>e:s^ectttion. 

While P^ter was yet lying in the agonies of 
-dealih,^ fjBvaral pppofite parties were caballing 
»to difpo/e of the crown. At a confiderable 
^ineetiog of m^any an^ong thepnocipal nQbiUty, 

• Baflevitz in Bttfching IX. p. 37S.alfo Weber Ver. Kuff. voi. II4 

.^ 199. 

VOL. 11. tr it 
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it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at 
the moment of his diffolution, and place P^ter 
Alexievitch upon the throne*. Baffevitz, ap- 
prized of this refolution, repaired in perfon to 
the emprefs, although it was already nights 
** My grief and conftemation," replied Catha- 
rine-, " render me incapable of a6iing for mylelf ; 
do you and prince Mentchikof confult together, 
and I will embrace the meafures which you fhall 
lepprove in my name." Baffevitz, finding Ment- 
chikof afleep, awakened and informed him of the 
preffing danger which threatened the emprefs and 
"Tier party. As no time remained for delibera- 
tion, the prince inftantly feized the treafure, fe- 
t?ure^ the fortrefs, gained the officers of the 
guards by bribes and promifes, alfo a few of the 
nobility, and the principal clergy. Thefe parti- 
zans being convened in the palace, Catharine 
made her appearance : Ihe claimed the thmne in 
right of her coronation at Mofcow; expofed the 
ill effefts of a minority, and prortifed, that, " flic 
would receive the crown only as a facred depofit, 
to be reftored to the great*duke, when fhc 
ihould be unitedi in another world, to an adored 
huiband, whom flie was now upon the point of 
lofing.'* / 

• ' ' ' 

• Tant qu'on lui iavoit un fuafle dc vie, pcrfonnc n*oi^it TcA- 
treprendre. Telle etoit la force du refpe^ ct de la terreur, qu'im- 
priiaa ce h^ros. Baifeyitz, p. 374. 

The 
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The.patbetic ijmnnei:,with wl^ich flie uttered 

this addrefe, and the. tears whi^h accompani^ 

. it> added to the' previous diftribtrtion' of large 

fums of mon^y ai>d'jeTyds, produced t|h^ defired 

affe6l; and the r^maindex of the .ftighf was^em- 

• 

pipy ed in making the nebeifary preparations to 

 ^ * . ' 

fenfure heir acceffioh. 

The death of Ptter, in ,the morning of; the 

S 8 th. of January, being divulged; the fenatfs, the 

generals, the principal nobility and elijrgy^ feaf- 

Vened to tjie palace to pr^^claiin the fl^w jToyc- 

/igii; l^e adherenta of the great-duke feemed 

fee tire of fuccefs; and the friends of Catharine 

Were avoided as perfons doomed to defiruftion. 

. At thia; junifture Baffevitz; whifpered one of ^ 

oppofite party, " The tmprefs is miflxefe of the 

ItreaAire and fortre&; ilie haa gained oyer the 

guards and the fyhod, and many of the chief 

nobility; even here flie has more followers 

than you imagine; advife therefore your friends 

t6 make no oppofitioii as they value their heads. '' 

This information being rapidly circulated, 

Baflevitiz gave the fignal; and two regiments 

of guards, who had been gained by a largefe* 

^ - 

to declare for Catharine> and already furroundedl 
the palace, beat to arms. '^ Who has dared/' 

* The Attftriaa ento^r fkp, that ^guardi received each £.6. 

V s excljumed 



• eit<;t^nCife(l '^inee Repaid, ihe nomrantL&er iu 
^hief, ♦*1;6" Atxw out tlte troops withottt- my 
-kftowl^clge ?"-^" I," :ret»irt»ed gener^ Buftur- 
'liii,' '♦H'ilbottt pretending t<5 dMjmte your au- 
-ttoifty, tfe <db6ditnce to the cowwnaflds of my 
<-riiS*'g*a«kMlsi iniftrefs." Hiis fliort reply vas 

followed by a dead filence. ' 

' Ik' ^is^ totthftW. *f fuf]3fenfe arid Mxiety, 
li'lefltehHtcSf' entered, JiWifeditigCafharine, fup- 
"TKil-t^ 'bV' 'the duke 'of .Holftcin; -She at- 
-tttttptt^ to' 'fp«eaki but was prevented, hf fighs 
'OfiA^^, tVdm 'giviwg^titterance to lier words; 
'm'i^^{l'Yee<^tniig'^^ come,*' ihe 

faid,>''^*%bt1^lthftfthdkjig' tlie grfef Which now 
o^e'f^Mtti^W, tb^rfflSfe yotiithdt, fiibiniflivc to 
"tlie^^m'of riiydepafted hufband, whofe memory 
^iU be 'eVer dear to nie, 1 am ^eady to xlerote my 
-d^ElyS t<> the painfal Occupations of gorefnment, 
'untfl provi'dence fliall fummon me to roHowhim.'* 
•Theti, mn h iliort paufe, ihe artfully added, 
"f^^tf ttie gfeat-duke will profit by'my inftinc- 
JKbm; perhaps I Ihallhavfe the confol^ion, duT- 
'ing wy Wretched widowliood, of forming for 
)*oa.an emperor wDTthy of the^blood and natne 
'of him whom you 'have n&w irretrievably loft/' 
; >* A^ this erifis," replied: Mentehikof, " is a mo- 
ment of fuch importance to the good of the 
c^Tpire, and requires the moft mature delibera- 
- * ^ ^ tion, 
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.tion, your majefty wiU permit u^.tp OQirfep witlji . 
out.refti'aiut, that 'thi^ whole affair muy ^ tiianf^ 
a^led vithout vq>roach, iiot owiy in tl)(e oph : 
, iiion of the prefea^ age, but aHb of pofterity/' 
-^--" Ailing as I do," anfwe^ed.Catharin^j " tPQrfi^ 
for tlie public good th^n for my a\m a4vaA^age^. 
I am not afraid to fubmit alt my concerns tp tfec 
judgment of this ,enl,igbten€sd ^ffemh^ ; you 
have not only my perpi^iffion tp cop|ef ^ttl^ frce-r . 
doni ; • but I lay my commands aipon yoiu all, Xq 
deliberate maturely on. tliis important Ail^jeft, 
and promife to adopt the refult of yoqr deci-^ 
fions," At the conclufion of thefe' w.prds, the 
affembly retired into anotlier a^partnpent, and the 
doors were locked, 

It wafi^ previoufly fettled by MentcUikof and 
his paaty to declare Catharine emprei^, afecf 
the gijards, who furrounded the pftl^ce with 
drums beating and colours' flying, ^ffi^ftually 
vanfl^ifted all pppofitiQu. The only circum- 
fiaiH^e^ therefore, which r^ipained, wjsw to give a 
juft cpjopr to her title, by perfuading this affem- 
bly that Peter intended to name her his fiic- 
ceffor- For. this purppfe M^utchikof demanded 
of the emperor^s Secretary, whether his late inaf-r 
ter had left j-ny written declaration of his inten-j 
tions ? TJJxe fecretary repliqd, ^' A little before 
his laft journey to Mofcoifr he deftroyed a will, 
?ind he frequently expreffed hip flefignof raakiug 

^ V 3 another. 
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another, but was prevented by the ^-efleftion, 
that if he thought his people, whom he ha4 
raifed from a ftate of l)arbarifm \o a high degree 
of power and glory, could ^e , ungrateful, he 
would not expofe his final inclinations to the in- 
fult of a refufal ; and if they recbllefted wha^ 
they owed to his labours, tliey would regulate 
their conduft by his intentions, which he had[ 
difclofed with more folemnity tlian could be ma- 
nifefted by any writing." 4n altercation now 
began in the airembly,*and fome of the nobles 
having the courage to oppofe the acceflion of. 
Catharine, Theophanes, archbifliop of Plefcof; 
called to their recolleftion the oath which they 
had all taken in 1722, to acknowledge the fuc- 
ceflbr appointed by iPeter, and added, that the 
ferments of that emperor delivered by the fe- 
cretary were in effe6l an appointment of Catha- 
rine. The oppofite party, however, denied thefe 
fentiments to be fo cliear as the fecreitary chofe 

• • • • . * 

to infinuate, and infilled, that as their kte mo- 
narch had failed to nominate his heir, the elec- 
tion of the new foverei2:n fliould revert ' to the 
ftate. Uipon this the archbifliop further tefti- 
fied ; that, the evening before the coronation of 
the emprefs at Mofcow, Peter had declared, in the 
houfe of an Engliflx merchant, he Ihpuld place 
the crown upon her head, with no other view 
than to leave her miftrefs of the cmpije after his 

' ' deceafe. 
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deceafe; This atteftation being confirmed by 
many perfbns prefent, Mentchikof cried out, 
** What need have we of any teftament! A re- i 
fufal to conform to the inclination of our great 
fove^reign, thus authenticated, wQu|d b^ both 
unjuft and criminal. Long live theemprefe Ca- 
tharine ! " Thefe words beiug,inftantly repeate4 
by the greater part of thofe who were prefent ; 
Mentchikof, faluting Catharine by the title of 
eihprefs, paid his firft obeifance by kifling her 
h^nd, and his example was followed by the 
whole affemblyv She next prefented herfelf at 
the window to the guards, and to the people, who ' 
Hiouted acclamations of " Long live Catharine," 
while Mentchikof fcattercd among them hand- 
fuls of money*. Thus, fays a contemporary^ 

the 

I 

* This account of the ele6^ion of Cat^rine is chiefly extra^ed 
from BairevitZy who aififted prince Mentchikof in this revolution, 
and certainly muft deferve credit as far as he chofe to difcover the 
iecret cabals. Other authors relate this event fbmewhat differently $ 
but this difference is'fcafily reconciled, and the naain fafis continue 
the fame. Bufching alTerts, as he was informed by ^oant Munlc, 
that Peter was no fboner dead, thah the ^nate and nobles aflembled 
in the palace unknown to Mentchikof^ who^ being infom^ed of their 
meeting, repaired to the palace, and was refofed admittai^c^j iipon 
which he fent for general ButteHin, with a company of guards^ 
and, burfting open the door of the apartment, dechrcd Catharint 
cmprefs. Bufching, vol. I. p. ^j; alio Ebauche« &c. p. 5a The 
Auftrian envoy fays, that general Butterlin threatened to maflkcre 
the fenate if the members did not acknowledge Catharine* But 
we have already fcen, from the authority of Bafievitz, that many of 

u 4 the 
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the eiriprcfs was raifcd to the throve by tlie 
guards, in the fame manner as the Roman empe- 
rors by the praetorioh cohorts, without either the 
appointment of the peo|)le or of the legions *. 

The reign of Catharine may be confideredas 
the reign of Mentchikof ; the emprefs having 
ileither inclination nor abilities to dire6i the htlm 
of government ; and flie placed the moft im- 
plicit confidence in the original author of her 
good fortune, and the fole infirumeht of her ele- 
vation to' the throne. 

During her iliort reign her life was very irre- 
gular: ihe was extremely averfe to bufinefs, 
w^ould frequently pafe whole nights in the open 
air, and was particularly intemperate in the ufe 
of tokay-wine, in which ihe often indulged her- 
felf to excefs f . Thefe irregularities, joined to 
a cancer and a dropfy, hafiened her end, and flie 

^ - «... . . ' . . 

the nobles. Sec, repaired to th»^ palace in oppoiition to Mentchikof f 
that general Butterlin had hi^h words with prince Repnin and 
the oppofite party; that Mentchikofs prefence utte/ly difcon- 
ccrted them; and it is probable that both he and Butterlin might 
have threatened, the nobles^ i^^^liich. Bauevitz might not chufe to re* 
cord, as he was \^illing to make the nominafion^f Catharine as 
imanimous as poffible: although he fays, ** C*eA ainfi qi^e Cath^i- 
rine faifit le fceptre, qu'elle meritoit a ii jufte titre.*' In a word» 
•^efe threeaecounts areeafily reconcileable; they all prove one fa6l; 
,thft Mentchikof, cither by himlclf or his agcnTs, by bribes, pro-: 
^fes,and thi^ts, forced the^ndbility to proclaim Catharine, 

• Auftrian envoy in Bufching XI, p. 502. 

t Buf. Hill. Mag. III. p. 192. .• -' 

expired 
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.^fepired oi^ thcf itth of May f^ay, a little^dttf 
th^n two ydar* after her at^c'effidft'to thie iftir^^HC^' 
;knd in the 9§th year of hei* age^ * '^ - ' ' - 
' As the deaths of foVereigfts in deipotiii 061114** 
tries are feldom imputed to natuial canfes; that 
6f Catharine Was alfo attributed to poffott ; ^if 
the diforders which preyed upon herfrfeme wete 
pot fufficierit to bring her to the grave. Some 
aflert, that ihe was polfon^dby a glaft of fjiiri^ 
tuous liquof ; others by a pear given to. her by 
gtoeral Diev'fer. Sufpicions alfo fell upon prlncis 
Mentchikof, who, a fhort time before her dc-» 
ceafe, had a trifling mifunderftanding Avith her, 
and who was accufed of hafrening her death, 
that he might ttigti /withftftl more abfolute 
power during the minority of Peter II. Bat 
thefe reports deferve no fcredit, and were merely 
derived fi*om the fpirit of party, or from popular 
rumoun . ' 

Cathiarihe was in her perfdti under the middle 
f ze, and ill her y6uth deliiiate and well-formed, 
but inclined to corpulency as fhe advanced 
in years. She had a fair complexion, dark 
eyes, and light hair^ which ihe ivas aecuftom- 
^d to dye black * .. She could neither read nor 

. writer 

• Bufching feys, " Ibr fcb'warxes hoar war nicbt natuerUcb^fiii" 
dtm gefqerbii" &c. ttft, Mag. vol. IIL p. 190. ** Her biack hmr 
9isi% not aaCuf^ bat coloiir«<k On ber firli; xik the pMr&neis of 

her 



vrilie*^hcr daughter EKzabeth ufu^lly%ned her 
^ame, particularly to her lafl will and tefiament, 
and count Ofterman gene^-ally put hf r fignature 
to- the public decrees and difpatches. Her abili- 
ties were greatly exaggerated by her panegyrifts^- 
Gordon, who had frequently feen, her, feems to 
have reprefcnted her charader with the greateft 
juftnefs, when he fays, " She was a very pretty 
well-lookt woman, of good fenfe, but not of that 
fublimity of wit, or rather that quicknef$ of ima- 
gination, which fome people have believed. The 
great reafon why the tzar was fo fond of her, 
-^as \ier exceeding good temper ; flie never was 
feei^ peevifli or out of humour; obliging and civil 
to 2^11, find neyer forgetful of her former condi^ 
tion ; withal, mighty grateful." Catharine main-, 
taii^ed the pomp of m^efty united with an air 
9f eafa^aiid graCbdeur; ai^d Peter frequently ex-r 
preffed his admiration at the propriety with 
which, ihe fupported her high flation, withQut 
forgetting, that flie was not born to tha^ djo-?^ 

?ne 

her hdnds proved that (he had beei^ u/ed to k^rd labour, but thejr 
gradually grew whiter afi4 whiter." Thcfc circumftances we may 
readily believe, becaufe the lady from whoip Bufching received the 
Jhformatjon Could eafily know whether Catharine's hair was black, 
or her hands coarTe, although (he might be deceived in what rela,tes 
to her family. 
# Baitevitz, p. 29$. BuclungrXi. p. 481. 
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She bore hey efevationmeekly/ and was never^ ' 
^s Gordon afferts, forgetful of her former condi- 
tion. When Wurmb f , who was tutor to Gluck's 
children at the time that Catharine was a dotipief-' 
tic in the fame family, prefented himfelf be- 
fore her after the public folemnization of her 
marriage with Peter, ihe faid, " What, thou 
good man, art thou ftill alive ! I will provide 
for thee ;■ and gave him a penfion. She was 
alfo no lefs attentive to the family of her bene- 
faftor Gluck, who died a prifoner at Mofcow : 
Ihe pepfjoned his widpw, made his fop a page^ 
portioned the two cldpft daughters, and ap- 
pointed the youngeft a inaid of honour. If we 
tnay jjelieve Weber, ihe freqiiently inquired ^fter 
hej' firft hufljand, and, when flie lived with prince 
!lVientdiikof, ufed fecretly to fend him fmall 
fums of inoney, until, in 1 705, he was killed 
p a ikirmifji wjth the enemy. In a conference 
with general §chlipp^nback, who had command- 
ed thjB SwecJifli ariiiy, wh^n flie was taken Cap- 
tive by the Ruffian^, flie a{ke4 him " whether 
ier fpoufe John >vas not a brave foldier ? " Schlip-^ 
penback replying, ^f Am not I one alfo ?" her 

monarqui^ laptmpt imp/riale, qui Ifigenaif, et lafouUnant iwec im air 
Jurprenant de grandeur et d'aifimce. Le czar nepouvait fe /offer, it ad- » 
mirer les tdlens qu^iUifpJfedait, felon fin exprefion, defe crier impera» 
trice^fims outlier gu^elle nelenaquit point*"* BaHevitz in Buf. p. 358 
• Life of Peter, vol. III. p. 258.' 

majefty 



iHaje% Rtifw^ped m the ttSRvmaAve^i but, Dep^al* 
ing* th€ queftion, he replied, ^ yes, pleadb your 
inapefty ; and I may boaft to have had the ho^ 
Xioar of having him under my commaiid * Z'^* 
But the moft noble part of her chara&er vas her 
peculiar humanity and compaffion, Motraye 
has paid a ^andfome tribute to this excellence* 
V She had in ferae fiwt the government of all his 
(PetCF's) paffions ; and even fared the live* of a 
great many mof e perfons than Le Fort was abloi 
to Ao : flie infpired him with -that humanity 
which, in the opihion of his fubjefts, nature 
fecroed to have denied him. A word from her 
mouth, in favour of a wretch, juft going to be ' 
fecrificed to his anger, M^oiild difarm him ; but 
if he was fully refolved to fati^fy that paflion, he 
WQuld give orders for the execution when ihe 
was abfent, for fear flie fliould plead for the 
viftith t •" In a wqrd^ to ufe the expreffion of . 
the celebrated Munic, " Elte Stoit* preprement 
la mediatrice entre le motkarquett fes fnjets J /* 

• Bufching hati the aboi'e anecdote frote a tedy wko was prelen^ 
at this conierencek Hit> M^f v^l. III. p. i^ 

t Motraye's Travels, vol. IH. p. 131. 

J Ebauche, &c. p. 54. ^She way the mediatrix l>etween tkc 
monarch aiid his fubjefts.'* 
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^^iioVi ffcfni ?hc'fi[iroiie.i.-:i«!re«8 df Iris toad «ducatit>A^*<-ldicaa «f 
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,.jA LEXE Y, ^the fole fruit >of the inaufpici- 

♦-*^ o«9 Htamage between Peter the Gixataiful 

Etidocla Latnfkin, A^as born in 1690 ; and never 

iiv^'^be- birth <^^uy prince more unfortunate to 

ihini&ifp to hh ^patent^^^and >to his .country. 

The prmtitples on which J^eter attemjrtea to 

jjuftify the exclufion qf his fon from the throng, 

*^af()ear from :a curious letter, writtaaki 171^ by 

;an Auftrian army at Peterfburgh, to the prime 

miuifter At Vienna : 
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* ** bifpy kit 1 informed youn^cc^kncy tliat I Md an opppr* 
'tuxuty pf peAetraiting the fent^nents of the tzar, and I fiudl now 
ac^qfuaiatyou wiiUk^tKe panicidaf9»'Wluch will £i»piize-yQu,' fieiing 
at dinher jaifl; Suad^ at the yice-rhanc#Uor ^ha^fDrs^in cQilipaji^y 
lidth the -tzaio )^ naajefty .did ipe. the honottr to conveiie ^irith ^ne 
tipon different topics. The diicourib turning upon the late king 
of Fniace»Jhisjnaje%fu4* " Gectalnly France was neTer governed 
hy a^itater man ithan ,X«ottis XIV4 ncvecthclefs, when I confider 

the 

• Bvfch. Hid. Ms|. UL p. 185, &c. 



khe little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his king- 
dom s^br his demife, I hate no longer the JGuhe efb<hn for h^ 
mory, which 1 have hitherto hcUl for his* grcit and heroic aaions, 
Lotus XIV^ at his advanced a|c, could not rcafonably indulge the 
hope of a much longer Ufe 5 If, ^crifori, he difcovered in the in- 
fimt (Louis XV.) his fucceffor, toy evident marjts of a future iii- 
- capacity to mgn. wi^ did Is^emruft him to the titftofsinanwhd 
wiUm^fc latl to ad<>pt %nf means, howevctdfe^rste,, ^bat may tend 
.to.fi>cui» the thitHie to. himftlf * Y^f did he .afitcxcludc th6 
^uke df Orleans from a (hare itr the rtgenfcy > Or, if he knew the 
,dubi to te;;i man of a fi^^eriprgcniusj as. he unijon^tediy isj and 
his great g|wid£>n, either fm account of his- tender ^ or fi^mc 
corporal mfinn\ty> incapable of governing, why did he riot declare 
^ a pcrfon of fucH abilities as the duke of Orleans his fucceflb^? By 
"tofe means his gtancl fyftem would have ftood dniiaken even by 
:hisdctt!h»V Whereas. we. hfeiim now evtry reafon to conclude that 
.Fiance jvill d«:line." I made anfwer, "That as, according to tW 
ftmdamehtai laws of the kingdom, the* firft printeof the blood is 
^ftgent'diiriil^ thfe king's minoiity, Laiiis Xtf. tould not etblude 
the dukc'df pxlcftns from tKc regency without Iweakiiig die law of 
^ f^cfceffion, which no king of Prance .could venturer b infringe." 
" Therefore," replied the Uar^ «^ a prince, wh6, by facnficing hii 
' health, ind evfcn freqticiltly ekpdCiig Ids iife^ had at length rendered 
his country ktfpbElabli^ and formidable^ would^acoardhlg » your 
, fa^j^^heiis; be confln4ne4 to faSkf the friuts of his labours to be 
deftr(^ed in the hands of a madinan, provided he was his neareft 
relation. I Own 1 am not of jrour opinion. It li by n6 beails 
fiifiici^nt, that a monarch ihould exert himfelf to aggrandiz4^ 
his ffafe, aiid rettdjr it ioiirifliihg ddririg his life | b«t he otigbt 
flUb by Wif($ prei:autitms t5 p^i^tuate Its gloiy afttr lus donif^' 
Whibh bin in no bih^r inaiVher be tfftStii Hhaii byappoifitkl^ 
in htU Wh6 * (hail i^ catjpable^ hot oAIy tb mSahMH his a^- 
^uifitlbh^ and preferve his eftabliSiments, but alfo ttf execute the 
reft of his; d^figiis, W^re he even to (cleft him from the Crdud 6^ 
tes fnbjea^." <*^ou/' added he, *« would taxapriiice with irueltjrj 
Whd, in oid^f to (ave his (late, which ought td ht dfcar^r. t6 hiti 
than the blood in his veins, (hould attempt to alter the fuceefEon of 
his blood i and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be thegreateft of 

.all 



•«H crueltie%tj9 iacrifi<;e tb^ faiefyiof th^ ftate to; the p^rf ri^^^ 

cj(bbUfk«d facceflloni Le^t us fuppofe ithat the fu^ceiTor has not 

• •• I.' '■ 

the qualities requisite fora fovereign ; a convent^ and not a thronb, 

fea proper afyltnn for weak princes. David, fot iititnplk,' liustd 
many fons^ but as h^ found notia liie eldeft the q«|di|ies: which ?a 
king.of Ifrael ought to poiTeiSy he chofe the youngeft..fbr his fuc- 
ceifor: God himfelf approved the choic^> i|if):ead of blaming him 
for not paying regard to pretenfions of primogimture/Mrhich was 
neverthelefs highly refpe&ed by the Jews. If the gangfqai; (mill- 
ing me touch at tlir &nie time the end-jof his thumb^ ^^^^1^. ?\y 
£nger,am I not obliged, although it is part of my body, to cut it 
•if? orfhould I not bcguittyof (uicide? i ..._ 

*' Itt ftiort> I now comprehend the caufc of the law lafedy wtfrp- 
duced by ,t^e ts^ar^ which a^ljudg^s.all real eiftates of a family -to one 

.of the male children; but leaves to the father theabfolute power of 
appointing his heir without conlidering the right of primogeniture* 
I am now con viced that the tzar has iii his* own mind'decreed the 

jcxcluiion of his eldeftrfon; and that we (haU one day fee Alexey» 
with his head (haven, thruft into a monaflery, and obliged to pafs 
the Remainder of his life in praying and chanting hymns. ' 
Nov. 15, 1715." 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwardiJ 
fulfilled, though, ipftead of being Ihut up in a 
convent, the wretched prince expired in prifon. 
*rhe circumftances which occafioned his exclu- 
iion and death are well known; but as we have 
received them through the medium of his ac- 
cufers, we ought to be careful in giving credit 
to all the charges with which his memory h^ 
been iligmatized. Onefafl; * is incontrovert^* 
ble, that his education was IhamefuUy neglefted, 
and that he was a firanger to the reflraints he-* 

• See Memoire abr^gi fuf la vie du tkare?itch Alexei Petrovltch, 
In BuC Hi& Mag. p. 1954 

I ceffary 



t)roj)ir lialiitudes hiad almoft e%fetJi "ffe w?^ 

"!<>-'n6ratft of men;' wlixi inffilled iilto "hiirt a[iHh(5 
if^JwUc^ of tliej? religion, a^n^.jjvejr^/QWtinu- 
-iiJy wwighiog agaioft.hb ia^etfcf .i^Aboiir 
•tion''6if,Waiiy tatbarotis c^kiftotnS, %feich they 
hadiorig cbnfider^d ,wjit}j )feveriejitifl awe^ Nqr 
•wnto iicteafed a&em'itbk wA&tcWl ^neieies of 
"ttiitiori be'fbre tlite eleventh ye«r«f *i8 -age-j 
.ii^' JBaEQulIwyieK a ni?tn of ;great_ merit and 

•4fcbiiity,'"«a»*'ff"'i»'**d='*^*^^g^^^*''^''"' XJnikr this 
• jtidicious infh'tt6^or fee feenw to feave «»ade»<i 

iricoj^fideralile progrels, and his eatly prejudices 

might have gradually worn away, ha^ pot prince 

Mentchikof contrived to remove the Onlyper-i 

fou who w^ likely to inftil into 'him proper prin^ 

^ ciplei of a6lion, and aiffumed the fuperintendencC . 

of his education: But as Mentchikof* fcarcely 

ever Taw iiiin,^tid placed about^him the moft im^ 

'■propei-.^perfons, 'He teettis to liave intenth)iia% 

\ £i,handoVi.ed ' liifti; to the' coinpahy ' of ' the loweft 

'wretches, l^\^hohl hi was tenfcburagefl incbiii 

'tiniial ebriety,.arfd'every kni^'of excefs; yet 

'jthis ..ciefignine: minifter af tfully extorted ftoiA 

the tzarqvitch, in prifbh, a ebiiftffion that He 
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was the only perfoa who had taken any care of 
his education *. 

Peter conceived an early prejudice againft his 
fpn, and infpired him with :fvich terror, that, to 
avoid drawing before his father, the young prince 
once difcharged a piftol againft his own right 
hand. All perfons, however, join in qondcmn- 
ing the imprudence and obftinacy of Alex fey, 
which warped his judgment, and, at times, tranf- 
ported him to a degree qf inf^-nity. Bruce, who 
jjcpew him well, gives the following account of 
his perfon and manners ; and, as he was not 
prejudiced againft him, his teftimony muft bje 
efteemed more valid than all the laboured accu- 
fatiofts of his enemies. 

/ 

f ' * A 

** The ciarowit* arrived in Moicow this winter (17 14) when© 
I ikw him for the firft time. He kept a mean Finlandilh girl for 
his miftrefs. I went often with the general to wait on him 5 and 
he came frequently to the gerierars houle, attended by very mean 



• L*Evefque makes the following juft reflections upon this un- 
accountable circumfh^iice. " 'Cmra-t'On quUi ait fait finciremtnt & 
4e tui-mime telogi dfs Joins que Menchikrf avait pHs defin idacatiw ; 
hrfqiConfait ctailleurs que Mencbikof approcbajt de lui tout au pius trois 
§u quatrg foil par an, & ne hiiparlait qu" avec !e ton du mepris le plus 
diir&le pius wtrageant T Si on li contraigmt a louer le fofuori de Pietn, 
I-^mi de Catbarine, nepeutronpas lui avoir di^ede mtme tout ce qu'oB 
voulait lui f aire dire /'* Hift. de RulBe, Tom. IV. p. 442. 

This conjeftdre is greatly ftrengthencd by confidering that the 
eulogiumof Mentchikof was obtained from Alexey in prifon by 
Tolftoi, the creature of Mentchikof. • 

VOL. IX. « • and 
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and low peifont. He was very flovenly in hU drefsj his perfon 
was tall, well made, of a brown complexion^ black hair and eyesyof 
a ftem countenance, and ftrong voice. He frequently did me the 
honour to talk with me in German, being futtjr maflef of that lan- 
guage ; he was adored by the populace, but little refpe^^ed by tlie 
fuperior ranks, for whom he never ih^wed the leaft regard. He was 
always furrounded by a number of debauched ignorant prieils,and 
otiiermean perfons of bad character, in whofe company be always 
refle6):ed on his ^ther^s conduct for aboliihing the antient cuftoms 
of the country, dec!aring» that as ^n as he came to fucceed, he 
ihould foon rtAon Ruffia to its former date $ and threatening to 
deftroy^ without refenre, all bis father^s favourites. This he did fo 
often, and with fo little i^lb^re, that it could not mifs reaching 
the cmperor^s ears i and it was j^eaeraUy thought he now laSd the 
foundation of that ruin he afiterwaids met with*** 

And again, " It was very remarkable, that the prince never ap- 
peared at any of the public meetings, when his majefty was attend- 
ed by all perfons of quality and rank, fuch as birth-dsys.. celebrat- 
ing of vi^orics, launching of ihips* &Ct General Bruce, who lived 
next door to the prince, had orders always to give the prince notice 
the day before of fuch public days or meetings', and I had the 
honour to carry and deliver the me(lage$ but his highnefs, to 
avoid appearing in public, either took pbyiic or let blood, always 
making his excufe, that ht o^vM not attend for want of health ; 
t^en, at the fame time, it was notorioufly known that he got 
drunk in very bad compahy, when he ufed conftantly to condemn 
all his father's, aaions**' 

Inflamed by continual drunkenfiefs, and worn 
out by perfecution, he was driven to a ftate of 
defperation ; ^nd in 1716, fuddenly renouncing 
his right of fucceffion in favour of Peter's fon by 
Catharine^ he demanded permillion to retire into a 

* Bnifi«*« Memoirs, p, loo and 1274 

convent. 
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convent. But foon afterwards adopting the ad- 
vice of his principal adherents, he efcaped to 
Vienna; with a view to fhelter him from the 
refentment of his father, Charles VI. fent him 
firft to Infpruck in the Tyrol, and afterwards re- 
moved him, for ftill greater fecurity, to the caff 
tie of St. Elmo at Naples. Being fecretly be* 
trayed by his Finland! (li miftrefs, whom he i^ 
reported to have nlarried, and influenced by the 
moft folemn promifes of forgivenefs, he was pre- 
vailed upon, by the emiflkries of his father, to 
return to Mofcow. Having there folemnly re- 
nounced all right of fucceffion to the crown, he 
was conveyed to Peterlburgh, thrown into the 
fortrefs, tried by a feleft committee, and con- 
demned to fuffer death. ^ The aSs of his proceft 
and condemnation are well known, being pub- 
liflied by order of the emperor, and are to be 
found in feveral authors *. 

Whatever prejudices we may have entertained 
againft Alexfey, we cannot perufe the trial with- 
out being fhocked at the cruel and unjuft mode 
with which it was condu6led ; when his mercilefs 
perfecutors eagerly laid hold of every advantage ^ 
afforded by his youth and fimplicity J when his . 
Finland iih miftrefs, who was afterwards p^n- 
^oned for her atteftaltions^ depofed every angry 

* Mottley, voK 11. And more ^rcumftantiallf in Perr}% yc4. 
IL 
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cxprefTion againft iiis fathex, which fhe ever re- 
^olIeQ:ed to have fallen from hini in the mpft uu- 
ffuarded moments ; when not only his words and 
• aftions were brought to witnefs againft him, but 
his very thoughts fcriitini?ed, and his mvn con- 
ieffion extorted in prifon employed to convi6b 
him. Indeed many of his own depofitions, which 
•tended moft to criminate him, by difcovering 
•intentions of rebellion, were not openly ackiiow- 
Jedged, but only figned in prifon ; and a fignfU 
difference is remarkable between his confeffions 
.during his firft examination at Mofcow, which 
1ras more public, aud tliofe made at Peteriburgb, 
.when his trial was chiefly c©ndu6led in private 
before Peter and his immediate confidents : <iir- 
.cumftances which feem to prove the infliiSliO'B. 
of torture. 

With refpeft to AlexSy's death, two opinions 
prevail ; one advanced in the manifefto of Peter, 
that, he was feized with an apople(^c 4ti Jtnd 
died of convulfions occafioned by the violeiat 
paffions of his mind and the terrors of death; the 
other, that he was fecretly executed in prifon. 
The latter^ is moft entitled to belief, notwith-^ 
ftanding the afferticmsof Peter, aiid the apology 
pf his panegyrifts. 

. Of all the accounts of the prince's deatl^ that 
given by Bufching * is the moft probable ; he 

* Buf. Hif. Mag. vol. III. p. 3«4« Alfo introduction to yol. IX. - 

. pofitively 
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pofitively affirms, that he was beheaded by order 
6( his father, and that niarflial Weyde performed 
the office of executioner/ He received the in* 
teiligence from Madame Cramer, a lady at Pe- 
terflnirgh, w^ho was in high confidence both witl^ 
Peter and Catharine, and was employed in fcM''- 
kig the prince's head to his body befor^ it lay iit 
ftate. During my ftay at Peterlburgh^ Fwas at 
fomepains to authenticate this faft ; but found it 
extremely difficult to obtain any pofitive infor- 
mation concerning: fo fecret a tranfaclion. The 
mbft material circumftances I could colleft were 
comniunicated by an intimate acquaintance of 
the above-mentioned lady ; he affuredme that he 
always found her extremely ^verfe to hold any 
difcourfe on thedeatli.of Alex^y;thatfliefeemed 
exceedingly fliocked whenever the topic was' 
introduced, and nothmg could be further ex- 
torted from her, than that ilie was the perfou 
who prepared the body for the ceremony of ly- 
ing in {late. This unwillmgnefs of the lady to 
enter upon the fubjeft, together with her decla- 
jration that ilie prepared the body, adds a great 

degree of confirmation to the account of Buf- 
ching. 

An additional proof, in favour of this fa^ I 

TQceived from an Englrfh gentleman. * of un^ 

^ doubted. 

* Mr. Ruft, who travelled with Mr. Hoa're, f<m of the ^atc Henry 
^oarci^ Efq. of Stourhead. He became intimately acquainted at ^ 

X 3 AU 
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doubted veracity, who affured me, from the in^ 
formation of prince Cantemir's fecretary, with 
whoQi he was intimately acquainted abroad, that 
Alexfey was beheaded in prifon. A^ pnnce Can- 
temir was in high favour with Peter, the intel- 
ligence of his confidential fecretary muft carry 
great weight. This faft appears fo well attefted, 
that many tjerman hiilorians have adopted it 
without referve, and, in feveral genealogical ta* 
bles of the imperial &mily, Ale^ifcy is inferted as 
^ beheaded. A paffage, however, p Bruce's Me-- 
moirs, feems at firil fight to invalidate this con* 
current evidence, and to prove that he was poi- 
foned* 

•* The trial • was begun the 25th of June, and continued to the 
6th of July, when this fupreme court, with jQnanimous cohfent, 
paired fentence of death upon the prince, bat left the manner of it 
to his majefly^s determination : the prince was brought before th^ 
court, his fentence was read to him, and he was reConveyed to the 
fortrefs. On the next day, his majefty, attended by all the ftnaton 
and bifhops, with ibveral others of high rank, went to the fbrt,and^ 
entered the apartments where tlie tzaroyitch was kept priibner. 
Some little time thereafter, marihal Weyde came out^ and ordered 
me to go to Mr. Bear's the druggift, whofe (hop was hard-by, and 
tell him to make the potion ftrong, which he had befpoke, as the 
prince was then very ill : when I delivered this mefTage ^ Mr. 
Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a (baking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmof^ confuiion $ which furprized- me £6 much^ 

Aix la Chapelle with Vogenrock, who had been fecretary to. prince 
Cantemir, was then eighty years of age, and had coUe^ed ma;te« 
rials for the life of Peter I. but never reduced them to order. 

* Bruce't Memoirs, p. i85<— 187* 

that 
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that I afkcd Jiim what was the matter with him, but he was unable 
to return me any anfwer: in the mean time the marfhal himfelf 
came in, much in the fame condition with the druggift, faying, hj? 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the prince was very ill of 
an apopleftic fit j Upon this the druggift delivered hiii^ a fiivercup 
with a cover, which the marfhal himfelf carried into the princess 
apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went like one drunk. About 
half an hour after, the tzar, with all his attpndant^ withdrew, with 
very di^al countenances ; and when they went, the marlhal or- 
dered me to attend at the princess apartment^ and, in cafe of any 
alteration, to .inform him immediately. thereof. There were at 
that time two phyiician&and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, 
and the of&cer on guard, I 4^n^ on what had been dreQed for the 
prince's dinner^^ The phyficians were called in immediately after 
to attend the prince^ who was ftruggling out of one convulilon into 
another, and, after great agonies, expired at five o'clock in the af* 
temoon. I went diredily to inform the marfhal, and he went that 
moment to acquaint hjs noajefty, who order^cl the corpfe to be em- 
bowelled, after which it was laid in a cofHn, covered with black 
velvet, and pall of rich gold tiffue fjp^ead over it i it was then car- 
i>ed out of the fort to the churc^ of tlje Jloly Trinity, where the 
corpfe lay in ftate tillthp i ith ifi ^ha evening, when it was carried 
back to the fort, and depofite4 in the royal burying vault, next the 
ceffin of the prineefs his late confort, on which occafion the tzar 
and tzarina, ^f\d the chief of the nobility, followed in pvocefllon. 
Various werie ibe reports that were fpread concemiag his death i it 
was given out pTublicly, that on hearing his feutence of death pro- 
nounced, the dread thereof threw him into an apople61:icfit^, of which 
he died : vciyftiv beBeved be died ajiatureU, deatb% but it 'was dan^ 
genms forfeofU to fpeak as tbey thought. The minifUrs of the em- 
pefdr, and the flates of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeakinff 
their minds too freely oh this occafion^ 4nd| upon complaint again& 
them, were both recalled*'* 

From this account it a^ppears that the pri^ice 
was ftill alive when Peter, with the nobles ^nd 
bifliops, remained in the fortrefsj and. that he 

X 4 died 
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died ill the interval between their departure and 
the afternoon ; but it by no means follows, even 
from tins ftate of the cafe, that the tzarovitch 
y^zA poifoned. For, can we fuppofe that Peter 
would order a dofe of poifon to be prepared for 
his fon at a chemift's fhop, and that marflial 
Wcyde would openly fend for it without the teaft 
myftery ? May we not rather infer that the por 
tion was a medicine fimilar to ^thofe which had 
been already f>refcribed for the prince, who had 
for fome time been extremely indifpofed ? The 
fright of the cheroift might proceed from his 
delivering a medicine for the tzaroviteh, who 
^ias faid to be in the agonies of death ; as, in 
a defpotic country, and under fuch a fovereign as 
Peter, his own fafety might be involved in the 
cataftrophe. The agitation of marflial Weyde 
will be fiill more fatisfaftorily accounted for ; if, 
according ta Bufching, he was preparing ta per- 
form, or had already performed, the execution. 

The principal circumftance which feems to 
contradicl the opinion that he was beheaded, is, 
that if Bruce's narrative is to be depended upon, 
the prince, when be fell afterwards into repeated 
convulfions, was vifited by the phyficians ; and 
yet, if Bufching's account can be relied on, he 
muft have been already beheaded: as marflial 
Weyde, according to Bruce, had finally quitted 
thfe fortrefs. But it is poffible that the phyfi- 
# ciaus, 
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drans, .altJi6ifgh ordered to attend the prince, 
might be prevented froin fecin^g him ; it is pof- 
lible that marfhal Weyde liiight have fecretly 
returned jto the fortrefs without the knowledge 
of colonel Bruce ; it is poffible that Bruce him- 
felf, as being an intimate friend of the mar- 
rfial, might have been entraited with the fecriet, 
btit wa^ tinwilling to record, in his Memoirs, fo 
horrid d tataftrophe, which wis totally repug- 
nant to tfte nianif efto of the emperor. When the 
fecret executiotrof the heir apparent in a defpotio 
empire becomes the fabjeft of inquiry, it muft 
always be difficult to afcertain the truth ; and 
it wotiM bfe unrtafonjible to expeft that no con- 
tradictory circutnftances ihould occur in the dif- 
ferent relations of fuch a myfteriqus t Anfadion ; 
when, even in the moft common occuiTences, no 
two perfons wpuld relatfe the fame event precife- 
ly in the fame rtianner. 

Catharine U not free from fufpicron of bejng 
concerned in this horrid affair, becaufe her fon 
by Peter wa^ declared fucceflTor, and becaufe 
Tolftoi, to whom the management of^e pro- 
cefs and private examination of Alexfey were 
chiefly entrufled, was a creature of Mentchikof. 
This accufation of Catharine could be only a 
mere furmife, and her interference, if ihe 
really interfered, mufl have been fo fecret as 
not to have been difcovered. Peter himfelf 

exculpated 
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exculpated her; openly teftifying *, that fhe in- 
terceded for his fon's life, and requefted, that, 
inilead of bein^ put to death, he might 'be 
confined in a convent Not to mention that 
fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the * 
well known humanity of Catharine ; there was no 
occafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to infliA the fevereft punijSi- 
ment upon his fdn, who threatened to deflroy, 
in a moment, that vaft fabric of glory and power 
which he had employed years in ere£);ing. The 
monarch who could himfelf attend the infli&ion 
of torture, who had occafionally performed th^ 
office of executioner, and who even ordered 
the firft partner of his bed to be fcourged, would 
not require any incitement to command the exe- 
cution of a fon, whom he had pul).lic|y treated 
with moft inhuman ferocity. 

A note, written with Peter's own hand tq 
count Romanzof, who, in conjunftion with Tol- 
• ftoi, brought the vmfortunate Ahxhy from Na- 
ples, \i^ill clifplay %he inflexible fpirit of that mo- 
narch, yho forgot the feelings of a fatl^er in his 
anxiety for the public good. *^ I grant you the 
ranks of major-general and lieutenant-genera^, 
and the eilates of Alexander Kikin and Kuril 

• BafTevItz. 

Matuihkin, 
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Matuihkin *, in confideration of the fignal fer- 
vice which you have juft conferred, not only 
upon me, but, what is more, upon your country, 
in bringing back him, who by his birth is my 
fon, and by his aftions, the enemy of his father 
and of his country t-'* 

The wife of Alex^y, Charlotte Chriftina So- 
phia, was daughter of Louis Rhodolph of Brunf- 
wick-Blankenburgh, and fift^r of Elizabeth Chrif- 
tina, confort of the epiperor Charles VI. She 
was born on the 29th of Auguft 3 694, cfpoufed, 
on the 25th of 06lober 1711, the tzarovitch 
Alexfey,. and in Jtily of the eniuing year made 
her entrance into Peterfburgh J. 

Although this amiable princefs was the choice, 
of Alexfey, who faw lier at her fiither'i^ court, yet 
he treated her with the utmoft neglefl:, and de- 
voted himfelf to his favourite miftrefs Euphrofyne, 
a Finlandiih girl of the loweft extradion.. 

It does not, indeed, appear, that the prince, 
according to the report of fome writers, frer 
quently {Iruck her ; for had he been fufficienUy 

* Two of Alexey's unfortunate adherents, who with many otben 
were executed upon this occasion. 

•f This note, which has not yet appeared in piint, was conunu- 
- nicated to me by a Rufllan noblem^^ the grandfon of. count Ro- 
manzof, who favouped me with a tranflation from the origiiial. 

} This account of the princefs is chiefly taken from Muller*s 
*< Von der Princeflxn von Wolfenbuettel als vermahlten Rfffli<chffl 
Kronprinceilin."* In Bof. Hiit Mag. XV. p. 234. 

brutal. 
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brutal, he would have been reftraineJ by appre- 
4ienfion9 of his father ; who, as well as Catharine, 
ahrayd expreffed the ftrongeft compaffion for her 
wretched fituatioir, and Ihowed her conftant 
ptoofs of his affe6lion- Her hufband^s uncon- 
querable antipathy was chiefly derived from hn 
fttfpicions that flie lodged complaints againft him 
to the emperor. Unfortunately her domeftic 
nneafinefs was increafed by Juliana princcfs of^ 
Eaft-Friefiand, who accQmpanied her into Ruffia, 
and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead o{^ 
endeavouring to quench it. 

the fruits^ of this ill-afforted union were Na-^ 
talia, who was born at Peteriburgh in 1714, 
and died, at Mofeow in 1728 ; and a prince, af- 
terwards Peter II. who was brought into the 
world on the 23d of October 1 71 5. The confer 
qaeftces of her delivery, and the melancholy 
which had long preyed upon her frairi?, hurried 
her prematurely to the grave, on the fid of No- 
vember, in the atft year of her age. The ap- 
proach of death was affecting to all but her huP 
band and herfelf; her fpirit was fo much fub 
dued by affliaion, that fhe confidered he? difib^ 
lution as a welcome releafe from all her fuffer- 
ings ; and faid to her phyficianSj " Do not tor- 
ment me any more, for I will live no lonser *." 

 Bruce'g Memoirs, p. 148. 

On 



On the day ^kh preceded her dec^afe, 0mb 
<li6lated a petition to Peter the Great, w.hic|;i 
anay be confidered as her wiU: "The moft 
.humble and laft entreaties from the under- written 
to his Imperial majefty. i. His Imperial majefty 
will order my funeral as he ihall think proper. 
I pould wi/h, neverthelefs, that my body may :bp 
buried in a place where it may remain undif- 
turbed until the fecond coming of our Saviour. 
£. Both my beloved children I recommend tQ 
the . care and afFe6fcion of his Imperial majefty; 
my gracious father-in-law, that they uiay be edu*- 
:cated according to their birth and ftation. 3. I 
leave my jewel$ and other valuable things ingol4 
and filver to my children ; and a reafonable pai^; 
of my clothes and linen to my coufm the princeib 
of Eaft-Friefl'and. 4. I befeech his Imperial 
majefty gracioufly to permit thofe perfons whp 
. accompanied me hither to return, and to 4efray 
the expence of their journey^ 5. Qn accoi^^t of 
the <Jearnefs of this place, and becaufe toy fer- 
y^axits were ftraJngers, I have contra6te4 fome 
d.ebts, which I intr?9.t his Imperial majefty ta 
difcharge, that I may be remembered with hor 
fiQur, atid that no unworthy reports may be cir- 
culated after my death. The fu^is which the 
crown will fave* by my deceafe, may be employed 
in difcharging thefe debts^ fin,ce it is God s will 

that 
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that I depart frond this world fo prematurely and 
unexpefledly. 6. My unforefeen and untimely 
death is alfo the caufc of my hein^ unable to 
recompenfe my domeftics, who had the care of 
regulating my expences; and as I am perfeftly 
fatisfied that my fe^retaries Cluver and John 
Clement, who had charge of my difturfement^ 
have ferved me with fidelity and honour, I hum- 
bly entreat that their accounts, which have re- 
ceipts, may be paffed, and that the other expen- 
ditures m'ay be admitted upon their oath. I 
Tepofe fuch confidence in his Imperial majefty, 
that I truft he will not rejeft this my laft requeft; 
more particularly when I refleft on the repeated 
inftances which I have experienced of his pater- 
nal tendernefs and afFeftion. I have this alfd to 
-add, that I am only concerned to leave this 
world at a time when his Imperial majefty is in- 
difpofed; a circumftance which has prevented 
me from thanking him in perfon for the frequent 
proofs I have receiyed of his kindnefs and re- 
gard. May the Almighty be his aid and pro- 
teftor; and may he add thofe years to his \i£e 
which are taken from mine ; which I like wife 
faithfully, istnd with my whole heart, implore for 
her majefty the emprefs; and, after returning 
my acknowledgments due to them for the re- 
peated inftances of their love and goodnefs, I ex* 

pire, 
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pire, the moft humble and mod ol^edient daugh- 
ter of both their majefties, 

\ "Charlotte Christina Sophia *:" - 

^ Sti Pctcriburgh, 06t. »i, 1715." 

Her ardent defire to fee the emperor before flie 
expired was gratified. Peter, M^ho was at Schluf- 
felburgh at the time of her delivery, had fet off 
upon the firft news of that intelligence for Pe- 
terfburgh ; but 9n his arrival in the capital, was. 
ieized with a fudden illnefs, which confined him 
to his chamber. On perufing the affedionate 
expreffions of her attachment, he was placed on ' 
a machine, rolling upon wheels, apd conveyed to 
her apartment. The interview was awful : {hi 
took leave of him in the mofl; moving language 
and affe6ling manner, recommending* her chil- 
dren to his care, and her fervants to his protec- 
tion, and received from him every confolation 
which her fituation would admit, together with 
the ftrongeft alTurances that all her willies fliould 
be fulfilled. She then embraced her children; 
and^ having bedewed them with tears, delivered 
them into the hands of her hufband, whom de- 
cency obUged to be prefent at this tender fcene;. 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftrug- 
gling with iucceeding agonies, ihe expired at 

midnight f . * 

/ ' ' '   

• Muller in Bud XV. p. 237. t Muller and Bruce. 

, She 

I 
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She died a member of the Lutheran teligion, 
which flie had in vain been folicited to renounce ; 
and nothing cojivey>s aftrongerproofof the high 
cfteem in which fhe was held by the emj^eror, 
than her interment in a Ruflian church : her 
remains were depofited, on the 8th of Novem- 
ber, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
with all the fimeral honours due to her exalted 
fiation. 

I h^ve hten thus particular in rdating the. 
principal circumftances which attended her 
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interefting to 
every feeling piind, but alfo becaufe an extra- 
ordinary account of this princefs appeared, in 
France. 'Soon after her delivery, il is faid, fhe 
perfuaded her attendants to circulate a report of 
her death;, and her hufband, who paid no at- 
tention to her during her illpefs, ordered her to 
be buried without delay ; a piece of wood fub- 
-ftituted in the place of the body, was interred in 
4;he cathedral, and the princefs made her efcape 
into Franc*. Apprehenfive of difcovery, /he 
embarked for Louifiana, and married a French 
ferjeant, who had formerly been at Peterfburgh, 
to whom flie bore a daughter. In 1 759. (he came 
with her hulband to Paris, was difcovered as fhe 
was walking in the Thuilleries by marfhal Saxe» 
who promifed fecrecy, and grocured a commiflSon 
for her huCband in the Ille of Bourbon. Having 

loft 
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loft her hulbandanil child, flie, in 1754, returned 
to Paris with a negro woman. The bills upoa 
the Eaft India Company, which fhe brought in 
her hufband's name, being refufed becaufe flie 
could not prove herfelf to be his wife ; a gen- 
tleman, whom ilie had known in the Ifle of Bour- 
bon, offered his affiftance, which flie declined. 
She confeffed to this gentleman her real charac- 
ter; and from him the author of the account 
pretends to have received thefe anecdotes ; ad- 
ding, fhe foon afterwards difappeared, and re- 
tired to the court of her nephew the duke of 
JBrunfwick. In this wonderful narrative, the king 
of France, it isfaid, privately acknowledged her, 
and even enjoined the governor of the Ifle of 
Bourbon to pay her the honours due to her rank. 
It is added, that the fame monarch, in a letter 
written with his own hand, communicated this 
difcovery to the emprefs of Germany (then queen 
of Hungary), who thanked the king for his intel- 
ligence, and immediately wrote.to the fuppofed 
princefs, as to her aunt, advifed her to quit her 
hufband and child, whom the king of France had 
-* promifedto provide for, and invited her to Vienna. 

Although I had little reafon to give credit to 
an anonymous author ; and the whole fiory bears 
the air of fiftion, I made it the fubjed of my re- 
fearches, I found, on inquiry, that the circum- 
fiances of her death CDuld not be doubted, and 
accorded with the accounts which I have before 

V0J-. jx. T *^ * related; 
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related ; I was, moreover, informed by a Ruffian 
nobleman, that his mother attended the princefa 
in her illnefs ; that ilie was 2^ witnefs to her laft 
moments, and faw the corpfe laid in ftate, when 
perfons of all ranks were' admitted tp kift the 
hand of the deceafed *^ 

It 

• In L'Evcfque's Hiftory of Ruffia, there is an ample detail of 
the ri(e and progrefs of this anecdote of the princefs's efcape and 
|ul ventures. It firfl: made its appearance in Richer's Continuation 
of the Abbe Marcy'a Hiftoire Moderne, afterwards in Boflu^^ 
Nouveaux Voyage dans TAm^rique Septentrionale ; and was lately 
revived in "Pieces intereflantcs et peu connues, pour fervir a 
rHiftoire;'' in which, as an additional authority, it is qualified as 
an extra6t found among the papers of ihe lale iOuclos, fecretary of 
the Royal Academy, and Hiftoriogniphet of France. The anecdote, 
like all other ftories which are improved in their progrefs, is drefled 
in fomewhat difi^erent ihaoes : in one the name of the hufband is 
d' Auban, in the other Moldack 3 in one fhe marries a third time, 
^nd again becomes a widow : the circumftances of her efcape are 
alfo varioufly related, and in all with the moft evident marks of 
fi^lfehood, and abfolute contradi&ion to the mofl undoubted fads ; 
fuch as that fhe was affifted in her efcape by the countefs of Ko- 
ningfmark> although there was no lady of that name about her 
perfon, or at Petcrlburgh 5 that tht body of the princefs was intei*. 
|-ed almoft at the inftant of her deceaie, and without any funeral 
honours} that Peter L was not at Peterfburgh when fhe died 5 
that Ihe was brought to bed before her time of a princefs, with 
i^aany fimilar affertions, ^hich fo^rc^ly deferve any ferious refuta- 
tion. The reader, tyho is defirou? of further information on the 
fubjcft, is referred to L'Evefque Hiftoire de RufTie, Tom. IV. p. 
384— -389 ; and to the latter part of Muller's account, Von der 
PrincefTcn von Wolfehbuttel, in Buf. Hift. Mag. XV. p. 239 to 
241.— An extraft alfo of the principal circumftances of this ftory 'yt 
given in the Gentleman's Magazine, and from thence infcrted in 
tfce Annual R^iftcr for 177$, 
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• 

It is certain, from a paflage in a letter from 
the king ofPruflia to d'Alembert, that a woman 
appeared at Brunfwic, pretending to be the de- 
ceafed wife of the tzarovitch : and it is no lefa 
certain that flie was an impoftor. 

** Je puis vous repondre avcc plus, de pr^cifion fur le fujet da 
cettc darae qui pretendoit paffer pour I'epoufe du czarowitz ; fon 
impofture a ete decouverte a Brunfwic, cu elle a pafTe peu de mois 
aprcs la mort d? celle dont elle emprunta le nom ; elle y ref ut 
quelques charit^s, avec ordre de quitter le pays, et de ne jamais 
prendre un nom dont fa naiifance Tecartoit (5 fort." Correfp, du 
Roi de PruiTe a d'Alembert, ii. p. 138. 
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Vntiom opinions concerning the Tzar who reigned nn^ 
der the name of Demetrius. ^^Proofi tliat he was riQ 
impqflor, ; 

TtHESE are the principal circumftances in the ad- 
. ventures of the perfon, who feated himfelf upon, 
the Ruffian throne under the name of Demetrius. Hia 
hiftory is involved in contradicftion and obfcurJty : un- 
biaiTed^ however, by the prejudices of either party, let us 
compare with candour their opppfite reprefentations, 
and endeavour to afcertain, whether he was an imp6ftor> 
or the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch. 

They who contend that he was an impoftor, thus re-' 
late his hiftory : He was of the family of Otrepief ; hi* 
real name was George, which, upon his affuming the mo-* 
nalHc habit in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed 
into Gregory, and was generally known by the appella^ 
tlon of Grilka * Otrepief: for fome time he refided afc 
Sufdal, and having wandered from convent to convent, 
was oonfecrated deacon in the monaftery of Tchudof at 
Mofcow, where he was employed by the patriarch ia 
Iranfcribing books for the fervice of the church. It is 
not afeertained, even from thefe accounts of his life, at 



* Griika, hi thtf Ruflian tongue, lignifies little Gregory. He 
was called" alfoRoftriga, or Deferter, from having quitted his con- 
vent. . .. .^. • i - '• 

Y 3 what 
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what period he firft ftyled himfelf Demetrius. Some re- 
port, that while he continued in the monaftery of Tchti- 
dof, he obtained the moil minute information relative to 
the perlbn and character of the prince, and even began 
to aflume his name, for which he was deemed infane, 
and excited the laughter of the monks. Otbers obferve, 
that he was irt poffefBon of feveral jewels which formerly 
belonged to Demetrius; and, having one day declared 
that he fliould afcend tlia throne of Ruflia, was confined, 
by order of Boris Godunof, in a diftant monaftery, from 
whence he efcaped into Poland. On the contrary, Mar« 
garet, who aflerts that he is the true Demetrius, gives 
the following detail: 

Demetrius, being refcued from aflaflSnation by the 
,4ubrtitution * of another child, was fecretly educated in 

' ' Ruflia 

 The principal obj^ftiqn to thcaccountof Margaret, arifes ffDixn 
the difficulty of fubftituting a child in the place of Demetrius^ par-> 
iiciilarly if the fon of his nurfe was one of the afTafTins $ and if Vaflili 
Shuilki examined the body of the deceafed, foon after the fnppofed 
tflaflination. To this it may be anfwered, that his mother had fuf- 
iScient reafon to be on her guard againft the attempts of Boris Go- 
dunof; for it is evident tliat fuch attempts were made before, from 
a palTage in Jletcher, who was at Mofcow in the beginning of Feo- 
dpr's reign* *< Beiides the emperor that now is, who hath no child, 
nor ever like to have, there is but one more, a child of fix or feven 
years old, in whom refteth all the hope of the fucceffion, and the 
pofterity of that houfe. He is kept in a remote place from Moiko» 
under the tuition of his mother, and her kindred of the houfe of the 
Kagaiesf jrf notfdfe (as I have heard) /row attempts of making OFwtt^ 
h) praSice offome that afpire to the fueceffioM^ if this emperor Me nxnib* 
9ut ijfuer Fletcher's Ruffia, chap. V. 

With refpeft to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, the witnefa 
of the bell-ringer, and the teftiraony of Vaflili Shuifki, L*Evefquc 
makes thefe judicious obfervations : 

** Mais ces circonftances font elles bicn confirmees. Tons let 
aflaflinsdu tzarevitch furerttmafracresprefqu'aufli-tfitqu'ilseurent 
cammisce crime. lis n*ont point ^t^ interrog^s, On ii*a rien fu de 
leur boucl^e. Un fonneur de la cathedrale fut temoan dumeurtre 
de Dmitri, ^4ai$ qui a re9U fontemoignage ? £fl: ii meme ceit^un 

qut 



Buffia until the ele«aion of Boris Godunof, when he was 
conveyed into Poland under the .care of the monk 
Griika, which afterwards gave rife to the report that 
Griflca had perfonated Demetrius. As a proof that they 
were two diftinft perfons, he informs us, that Boris Go^ 
dunof ient repeated expreffes to his guards on the fron- 
tiers, to prevent all travellers from quitting the country, 
even lliould they be provided with paffports;fot tzvo 
traitors were endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Mar- 
garet adds, Griika was thirty-five years of age, and De- 
metrius fcarcely twenty-four; Griflca accompanied the 
new tzar to Mofcow, and was feen by many in that 
city; being a perfon well known, and having a brother 
who poffeffed an eftate near Galitz ; he was notorious 
before his flight into Poland for drunkennefs, and, oa 
account of his mifcondu6t, was bani(hed by Demetrius 
to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed by an 
Engliih merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with 
Griflca, that the iponk, on receiving the news of the tzar's 
death, and even after the eledtion of Vaflili Shuiflci, fo- 
lemnly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaflilievitch; and that he himfelf was Griflca Otre- 
piefjwho had conduced the prince into Poland.- Soon 

que ce teraoin ait exiftc ? Si les aflaffins furent tro/npes, n'aitil pas 
pu Tetre lui m^me, et prendre pour le tzar^vitch un enfant du 
jneme age ! Ne convient-on-pas que Boris, &c. Mais Chouiiki 
inais Clechnin furent envoy es a Ougiltch par Boris; ils virent et 
rcconnurent le corps dii tzarevitch et lui rendirent les honneurs 
funebres. Eh! fiiit-on ce qu'ont vu ces deux einifTaires db 
Boris, ce qu'ils lui ont rapporte en fecret? Le corps memequ'ils 
exaininerent, defigure par des bleflures, et gard^ long- temps fans 
^tre cmbaum6, devrait etre meconnaifTable. On ignore abfolument 
cc qu'ils ont decouvert, et ce qu'ils ont pen{6. S'ils ont debite a 
leur retour une fable concertee entr'cux et le miniftre, ils n'ont pu 
dans le fuite faire conpaitre la verite, fans avouer qu'ils avoient et^ 
dcs fourbes vendus a un fcelerat," &c. Vol. III. p. aiy.-— In a. 
word, the belief that a child was fubftituted in the place of Deme-^ 
trius, though liable to many objedlions, is yet attended with much 
fewer difficulties, than the notion that tl^tjz^r who reigned under 
tkft name of Demetrius was aA impofton ^' 

y 4 afterwards 



328 APPENDIX, 

afterwards Gri(ka was coaveyed to Mofcow by order of 
VaiFili Shuiiki^ and difappeared. (Margaret, 152 to 157') 
If this naiTative is authentic, even according to the 
confeflion of Muller, it completely refutes the reprefeu- 
tatioQ of the oppolite party. In what manner then does 
this ingenious author attempt to difcredit the pofitive 
teltimohy of Margaret P " But how/' fays he, ^^ can. 
We imagine, that any ohe could ever hold two perfons to 
be the fame individual, ixt a time when the contrary 
could be eafily proved?" The contrary indeed could be 
eafil^' proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grifka' 
Was at Mofcow^or at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few 
Ruflians doubted the fail; but the aflertion was not fo 
eafily refuted when Griika difappeared, and when no 
perlbn durft coutradiA the manitefto of ValliU Shuiiki. 
** Let us fnppofe," adds Mr. MuUer, ^' that the oppo- 
fite party, in defiance of all truth, firft invented fo 
groudlei's a fable; let us fuppofe that Grifka was imme- 
'diafely baniibed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius 
made the latter pafs for that monk; how does it happen 
that no writer, befide Margaret*, has taken notice of 
fo remarkable a circumftance?" It is generally allowed 
that one good evidence ought to outweigh a crowd of 
prejudiced witnefles; fo that if Margaret's credibility is 
fuperior to that of his opponents, we mull aifent to the 
truth of his account. And who aie the writers whole 
authority is preferred to that of Margaret ? The native 
hiftorians, who wrote after the acceffion of Vaflili Shuifti ; 
but their tcftimony cannot be admitted in this cafe; for 
could any Ruffian venture to contradi6l the manifefto of 

• Margaret, however, docs not (land fingle in ilippofing Griflca, 
and him who pafled for Demetrius, to be diftinft perfons. For, 
among others, Conrad Buflau, who was prefcntat Mofcow during 
the troubles, afierts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephein 
Bathori king of Poland, which is fuflicient to (how that the report 
prevailed at the time th:it the tzar and Griika were diiferent per- 
fons. S. R. G. VQ\,y, p. t$i, 

4 \\k9 



APPENDIX. S£9 

the fovereign, or call in queftipn the fandlity of therelioi 
eftabliftied by a decree of the church * i 

It muft be confeffed, however, that one author is not 

I • ' • 

liable to thefe fufpicions. ** Petreius," continues Mdkr, 
*• h^s given, in many inftances, the moft exadl intelli- 
gence; and has demonfirated the impoflure of the falfe 
Demetrius with many proofs. Is it poflible, therefore, 
to fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and Grifka 
were two diiFerent perfons, if that fadl had. been we)I 
grounded ?" Here then the teftimony of Petreius is put 
in the oppofite fcale againft that of Margaret; both fo- 
reigners, both prefent at Mofcow at the time of the in^- 
furreclion, both fuppofed to be unbiaffed bj' the civil and 
religious prejudices of the Rui&ans; yet both of di& 
ferent fentiments. Let us therefore examine their char 
rai&er and fituation, and confider whether any circum-^ 
fiances render one writer more worthy of credit th|ia 
the other. Margaret w^^s a Frenchman, who enter^fl 

* It may perhaps be thought by mgny Coo bold to fet ^dde thr 
authority of all the Ruffian hiftorians, who luay be fuppofed to haire 
obtained better intelligence than foreigners. But Muller calls in 
queftion the teftimony of a Ruffian embaifador in iavour of Deme- 
trius, becaufe he wrote at a time wiien he was upon the throne, and 
acknowledged by the whole nation; for the fame reafon, thenefore^ 
we muft fet afide the evidence of the RufTians who wrote after b^« 
aflaflination, and at a time when his impoilure was made an artickr 
of the public faith. 

Indeed, if it is confidered the fufpicious documents from whick 
the.Ruflian authors drew their materials, this mode ofreafbniog 
will not appear unjuftifiable. Of alt the Ru(Ban writings relating to 
the hiftory of Demetrius, cited by Muller, the principal are the ni4- 
nifeiio of Sbuifki, and a manufcript account of the troubles, com- 
piled by order of the tzar Michael, and fent to the king of France 
as a juftification of the war againft Sweden. But fuch documents 
iflfuing from government muft in this inftance be allowed to be ex* 
ceptionable.— In all affairs, wherein national prejudices are not coa* 
cerned, the evidence of a native is preferable to that of foreigners} 
but the teftimony of foreigners becomes fup^rior, when the natjyet 
are warped by fear or prejudice. 

the 
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the Ruffian fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof, was 
prefent in the army fent againft Demetrius, and always 
9£ied with approved bravery and fidelity. Afterwards, 
when Demetrius afcended the throne, he was continued 
in his fervice as captain of the guards. He pofl'efled, 
therefore, many opportunities of inveftigating his real 
hiftory, and he has recorded it in his " Eftat de TEmpire 
de Rttffie, &c." which, on his return to France, he pub- 
liflied at the command of Henry IV. ' 

Muller, however, objects to the authenticity of Mar- 
garet's narrative : '• A witnefs of this fort would not be 
admitted in any court "of juftice, and cannot, in this 
inftance, merit our belief. His judgment might be 
waiped; partly from confidering it as a difgrace tohave 
engaged in the fervice of an impoftor, and partly from 
not being well ufed by the oppofite party after the death 
of the falfe Demetrius. Hence he might be enticed, 
from motives of refentmeni, to brand \\ith infamy the 
enemies of Demetrius, and to treat as mere falfehoods 
all the reports of the iippoftor's real origin. We muft, 
therefore, accufe Margaret either of having advanced a 
falfehood; or fuppofe that he had heard of another Otre- 
pief, who was at that time prefent at Mofcow, and whom 
he ftrangely confounds with Grifka*." This is the only 
cbjeftion which even the ingenuity of Muller can urge 
againft Margaret. 

Petreius, whofe authority is fimdly preferred to thafrof 
Margaret, was minifter f from Charles IX. king of 
Sweden, to the court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris 
Godunof, Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuiflci. The clofe con- 
nection of Demetrius with Sigifmond king of Poland, in- 
duced Charles IX. to tender his afliftance to Boris Go- 
«lunof, upon the firft entrance of the new claimant into 
,RuiIia. Charles is alfo reprefented as greatly alarmed 

• S. R. G. vol. V. p. 182 and 193. 

t Dalin's Geichichte von Schwedcn, vol. IV. p. 475. 

at 
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At the fuccefe of Demetrius^ and after his aiTaffination 
concluded a treaty of the firidefl: amity with Vaffilt 
Shuifki. It was therefore the intereft of the Swedilh 
court to reprefent Demetrius as an impoftor^ and Pe- 
treius, as Swedifli minifter, naturally countenanced the 
^report patronized by his matter. But fhould we even 
allow that Petreius was not influenced in his judgment 
by the politics of his own court; yet, as an author, he is 
liable to great exception : for the numberlefs fidlions and 
grofs mifreprefentations, which he retails in his Chroni- 
cle, prove extreme pronenefs to credulity*. On the 
<rontrary, the credibility of Margaret (lands unimpeached^ 
and even the penetrating fagacity of Muller himfelf can 
only difcover in his work a few trifling errors. It ap- 
pears then, that both as to charadlpr and fltuation, the 
teftimony of Margaret is preferable to that of Petrefusi 
und if the queftion is to be ultimately decided by one of 
thefe two writers, whofe authority is the moftunqueftion- 
able, the tzar who reigned uiider the name of Demetrius 
was noimpoftor,but the realfon of Ivan Vaililievitch 11. 
I (hall now throw together fome particulars, whic^, 

• Muller has noticed and corre6led innumerable errors, relative 
tothemofk important tranfaftions, in the Chronicle of Petreius. It 
would be endlefs to mention them, I (hall therefore only relate one» 
"Which unqueftionably proves the credulity of Petreius. " Feodor 
Ivanovitch,*' fays that author* *' upon his death-bed, being requeil- 
ed by the nobility to name a fucceiTor, anfwered, ' That perfon to 
whom I (hall deliver my fceptre (hall be tzar after me.' Soon af- 
terwards he offered it to Feodor Nikitich Romanof j but he deli- 
vered it to his brother Alexander, who gave it to a third 'called 
John, who prefented it to a fourth called Michael. The latter 
pafled it to another nobleman: at laft the tzar threw the fceptr» 
. from him, crying out in a pafHon, * Take it who willj' upon which 
Boris took it up, and the tzar died immediately." This ridiculous 
tale is contradifted by the moft authentic records, by the whole 
hiilory of the fubfequent ele^^ion of Boris Godunof; and yiet thif 
'is the writer whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret. See S, R. G* 
vol. V. p. 64, ^c. 

ia 



in addition to thofe already enumerated^ indnce me to 
efpoufe the opinion that the tzar was no hnpoftor. 

1. The conduft of Boris Godunof. 2. Suppofed re* 
femblance between the real Demetrius and the perfon 
who reigned in his name. 3. His fuccefs and condu<!i^ 
upon the throne. 4. Teftimony of Maria Feodorofna. 
5. Arguments ufed by the Ruffians to prove tfieimpofture. 
1. The condud of Boris Godunof plainly demon- 
firate§ that he thought him the real Demetrius. For 
otherwife, why did he not produce Maria Feodorofna, 
and obtain her public avowal that her fon was not alive ? 
Her teftimony at that time would have unqueftionably 
afcertained the impofture of the perfon, who claimed 
the throne as her offspring. Probably Boris Godunof 
exfimined her privately ; and, finding her to perfift in 
her affertion, that Demetrius had efcaped from Uglitz, 
he removed her to a convent at a confiderable diftance 
from Mofcow, that (he might not fandlion the preten- 
fions of his rival. 

2* The fuppofed refemblance between the prince De^ 
metrius, who was educated at Uglitz, and the perfon 
who reigned under his name. He had a wart under the 
right eye, and one arn^ fliorter than the other. '^ But 
how is it known," faid MuUer, " that the prince had 
thefe defedb ? for they are not mentioned in the Ruffian 
narratives, but only related by foreigners, who had never 
feen him. May we not therefore fuppofe them mere in- 
Tentions> calculated to difplay fome refemblance between 
the true and falfe Demetjrius* ?" To this we may reply^, 
that the Ruffian accounts, evidently compiled after this 
period, and chiefly taken from the manifeftos of govern- 
ment, would never record any circumftance which might 
tend to favour a likenefs between a perfon vrfaom they 
fiyled an impoftqr, and the young prince. And it may- 
be added^ if the tzar aliedged the wart under his righ$ 

• S. il.G. vol.V.p. 190. 



«ye, and the fhortnefs of bis arm, as proofs of his being 
the real Demetritrsy who can fup|>ofe that the prince 
had not thefe defe6ls, when there yrere fo matiy perfons 
of the firft diftinftion who could contradict; the truth of 
the report? " But even allowing the fa<S/^ continues 
Muller, '' the conclufion by no means folio\Vs, as the 
ftrongeft refemblance has been frequently obferved be- 
tween two difFetent perfons ; and it is likewife poffibie, 
that the falfe Demetrius might hav€ imitated a wart in 
his face, and have feigned a defe6i: in his ^nn,*^ It 
is barely poffibie, indeed, to account for thefe circum- 
flances in this manner; ftill, however, theymufl: be con- 
fidered, though not as pofitive> yet as prefiimptive evi- 
dence in his favour, efpecially when joined to collateral 
proofs. 

3. The fuccefs of his enterprize,and c6iyi\3£t upon the 
throne, feem to prove that lie wAs the real Demetrius. 
He entered Rtiffia with an rnconfiderable forc<*, whicU 
increafed as be advanced; and thoiigh totally defeated^ 
aad almoft deferted by the Poles, yet his army was foou 
recruited, and became more formidable than before his 
difcomfiture. Perfonsr of the firft diftinftion joined him 
from all quarters, and the more he became perfohally 
known to the Ruffians, the greater number of parti- 
sans flocked to his ftandand. Nor did this feem owing 
to any want of popularity in Boris Godunof, whofe ad- 
miniftration was greatly refpedled for vigour and wi{- 
dom ; it rather pix>ceeded from a general conviction that 
be was Demetrius. When feat^d upon the throne he 
did not adl like an impoftor. Had he been one, he w6uld 
fcarcely have pardoned Vaffili Shuilki, who had thrown 
doubts upon the reality of his defcent. Inftead of dii- 
|>alieving the ftrong reports of an impending infurreitionj 
be Would have turned a ready ear to the flighteft rumours 
of plots and machinations, and have taken every pre- 
caution againil them. In a word, his general charac- 
ter was a3 thoughtlefs ^nd incQnfiderate $u» it was open 

:^nd 
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and fincere; but> above M, his freedom from fufpicion 
and jealoufy were incompatible with the principles of 
an ufurper * • 

4. The condudl of Maria Feodorofna muft be admit* 
ted as fupporting the fame $de of the queftion. After 
having c^n]y acknowledged him for her fon> (he is faid 
to have publicly difowned him. If both the avowal 
and denial were equally public^ they both might have 
been extorted by fear, and her teftimony muft be con- 
fidered as null. For what credit can that woman de- 
ierve who at one time admitted a perfon to be her fon^ 
and at another rcjefted him? We may obferve, how- 
ever, this difference, that in one infiance fhe owned him 
in perfon; in the other, flie was not confronted with 
him, but her anfwer was brought by Vaflili Shuifki f , 
who was moft interefledto prove him an impoftor. It 
therefore follows,' that if (as feems to be the cs^fe) her 
avowal was public, and her denial was not, the former is 
more to be depended upon than the latter^ and her tef- 
timony muflbe admitted in his favour % . 

5. Tho 

• *» Puis parlbns," fays Margaret, " de (a clemence» cnvers un 
Chacon aprcs qu'il fut receu en Mofco, et principalement envers 
Vaciili ChoutfqijR, lequcl fut convaincu de trahifon, Sec. et meiinet 
fut ledit Demetrius prie par tous les alMans de le fatre mourir, vu 
quil s'eftait toujours trouv£ perturbateur du repos public. Je parle 
comme ayanf ouy etveu le tout de mes oreilles. Ce non obftant il 
lay pardonna, combien que Demetrius f9avoit bien que nul n'o/bit 
afpirer a la couronne que la dite maifon de Chouitfqui. IJ par- 
donna auffi a plufieurs autres ; car il eftoit fans foup^on," p. 171. 

* Si life fut fcnty coupable en aucunechofe, il euft eu jufte fujet 
de croire les machinations et trahifons complottees et tramm£es 
centre fa perfbnne, des quelles il etoit affez adverty, et y euft pu 
rcmedfcr avec grandefeciHtc/'p. 174. , 

t Mr. Miilter fays, Vaffili Shuiflci tooitbe trouble ^repairing htm* 
Jiff to the convex!^. Gab fich feblft die muehe. * 

X The Ruffian authors aflfert, that" at the time when the relict 
were conveyed to Mofcow, (he publicly retraced her former tefti- 
mony in his favour, upon their firft interview near Mofcow 5 con- 
feffing, that fte had been induced by threats, a» well as from a de- 

Ara 
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5. The very, argiaments advanced by the Rul&ans to 
prove his impoflure, ftrongly eftablifli th^ contrary pCK 
iition. For how was the reality of hi9 imperial de- 
Tcent invalidated by tiis being a Ibrcerer, an heretic, or 
a niuiician; by his predilection to the Poles, not bowing 
to the imag^ of St. Nicholas, not bathing, eating veal^ 
and fuch frivolous accufations ? Does not tte adoption 
of thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great deficiency 
of folid arguments? they may incline^ indeed, tlie Ruf- 
fians to believe him an ufurper, but do not prove him one 
in the eyes of difpaffionate judges, Th^ truth feems to 
be, that as he began to lofe the aifedlion 6f his fubje<9s 
by bis inconfi derate contempt of their cuftoms and re-^ 
ligion, thefe, and many other unfavourable reports^ cal- 
culated to raife and increafe the popular odium, were 
circulated by the intrigues of Vaffih Shuiiki, who, upoi%^ 
his affaffination, was raifed to the throiie. 

The fame remarks extend;, with ftill greater force, to 
the aflertion, that the body interred at Uglitz was that 
of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted ftate, and 
the miracles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of 
the body, when firft conveyed to Mofcow, evidently 
proves it to, have been fuppofititious ; and the miracles 
it is faid to have performed will convert no profelytei 
without the pale of the Ruffian church. When every ex- 
pedient failed of convincing the generality of the Rn£*> 
iians, that the tzar was an impoilor, recourfe was had to 

(ire of procuring her liberty, to" acknowledge an alien for her fan. 
But how are we certain that fhc really made this public confeffion ? 
Jts truth entirely refts upon the Kuflian papers, which cannot, in 
this inft^nce, be eileemed authentic records. Why was her public 
recantation poftponed to fb late a period ? and why was (be -not 
confronted with the tzar, when he repeatedly appealed to her tefti^ 
inony as the ttrongeft proof of his being the real Demetrius? Hayp 
we not every reafon to conclude, cither that (he Aid not publiclyjie- 
^raft her former afleverat ions in his favour; or that, being in Vaffili 
Shuiiki's power, ihe was finaMy compelled to a^ in jubftrvlency to 
)iit mandate? 

pr«tende4 
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)>retended miracles and facred relics. And it mnft be 
aIlo?r^> that this method of convincing an ignorant and 
liiperftilioas people, who doubted (and there were many 
who doub!;rd) was aftroke of the moft ronfummate po- 
licy; as by thefe means the aflertions of Vaflili Shuiiki 
were fan6tified by an ecclefiaftical decree; and the im- 
}K>ftare of his rival became an article of public faith. 
Indeed^ foch is the fuperftition with which the ufurpa- 
tion of Griika is fliU maintained, that even at this dif* 
tance of time no Ruffiali hiftorian could venture to hint 
that Demetrius was not aflaiTinated. at Ugtitz, and that 
the perfon who aflumedhis name was not Griika: for it 
would be contradi6ling a fnndamentai principle of be- 
lief, and rejecting the relics of a faint much revered in 
ibis country. 
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No. 2. 

Geographical Divijion of the Rujtan Empire 
into Governments^ Provinces^ and Dijfricts. 

AS the new diviiion of Ruffia into governments^ pro- 
vinces^ and diftrids^ by Catherine the Second^ has 
totally altered the geography of that vaft empire ; and 
as no accurate account of the general diviiion yet given 
to the public has fallen under my obfervation^ I (hall here 
fulgoin a lift communicated to mte in February 1785, 
from undoubted authority. 

In comparing this lift ofjgovernmenta with that given in 
Boole 6. ch. I. ofthiswork,the reader will find a difference 
in the number and names of the governments ; for in- 
ftance,1his lift enumerates 41, the other 40 governments. 
This lift mentions the governments of Archangel, Cathe:- 
rinenflaf, Olonetz, and Caucafus ; and the other thofe of 
Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruffia. But this diflerence 
may eafily be reconciled, by confidering that the former 
lift was made in 1782, the latter in 1784, when feveral 
alterations had taken place in the names of the govera- 
ments, particularly that Olonetz was formerly ipcluded 
in the government of Novogorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been nnce I'eparated ; 
that the names of New Ruffia and of Azof have been 
changed for that of Ecatherinenflaf ; and that the go- 
vernment of Caucafus has been lately added, and com* 
prifes the government of Aftracan. 

VOJ-. II. z ' • Prefent 
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Prefent Divijion of the Ruffian Empire into Go- 
vernmentSy ProvinceSj and Diftricts. 

FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 
I. Government of St Peterfburgh. 

This government comprifes that traA of country call* 
cd Ingermanland, or Ingria, wrefted by Peter the Great 
from the Swedes, and confirmed to Rufiia at the peace 
of Nyftadt, in 1721. 

IT IS DIVlDEb INTO 10 DISTRICTS. 

1. St. Peterfburgh. 

2. Oranienbaum, on the gulf of Finland. 

5. Yfamburgh, on the river Luga, difcharging itfelf 
into the gulf of Finland. 

4. Luga, on the upper part of the fame river. 

5. Narva, on the river Narov^, v^hich falls into the 

gulf of Finlar^d. 

6. Gvof, near the eaft fide of lake Peipus,on a rivulet 

called Gvofka. 

7. Rokeftven, or^ Rokeftvenik, on the rivulet Oredefl^ 

falling into tlie Luga. 

8. Sophia, near Zarlkoe Zelo, 

9. Schlueflelburgh, on the Neva, where this river iflues 

from the Ladoga. 
10. New Ladoga, on the rivet Volkhof, between the 
lake and the channel of the Ladoga. 

IL Government of Olonetz, 

Formerly included in the government of Novogorod, 

CONTAINS 5 DISTHICTS. 

1. Petrofavodflt, on the river Schua, falling into thc^ 

lake Onega. . 

2. Olonelz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft 

fide of 4:he Ladoga. 

3. VytegKa,on the river of the fame name, falling into 

the fou£h fide of the Onega. 

4.; Kargopol, 



4* Ktuqgo^ol^ near the river Ooega^ at iU orij^iu from 

the lake Latcha. 
£.. PovenetB> on the north fide of the Onegaj where 

the rapid rivulet Povenetz falls ii^to it. 

III. Government of Wiburgh, or Ruflian 

Finland* 

This government was formerly M^eSt to Sweden^ and 
H^oinqiirized in Carelia ; part was ceded to Ruffia at the 
|)eace of Njftadt^ in 1721^ and part by the treaty of 
Abo, 1741. 

IT CONTAINS, 6 DlStKlCTS. ^ 

1 . Wiburgh, on the kiorth fide o( the gulf of Finland^ 
^. Wllfananftrand, nfear the lak^ Saima. 

3. Fredericlhain, on the gu}f <^Finlaad« 

4. Nyflot, near the lake Utrufs. 

6. Kexholm, on two JTmall iflands of the river Wo:i^en, 

falling into the Ladoga. 
6. Serdobol, on the north*- weftem fide of the Ladoga. 

IV. Governmtent of Revel, cur Efihonia. . 
Bevel was confirmed to the Swedes at the peace of 
Oliva, conquered by Peter the Great in 1710, and finally 
t^eded to Rliflia in'l72K 

' IT CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. ^ 

1. Revel, on the Baltic fea. * 

5. Baltic-Port^ about 40 verfts weftward from Revel. 

3. Habfal, or Hapfal, a maritime town. 

4. Weifienftein, an the rivulet Saida, about 80 verfis 

fix^m Revel. 
^. Wefenberg, about 100 verfts from Revel, at about 
an equal difi:ance from that town and Narva. 

V. G overiiment of Riga, or Livonia^ ceded to 

Rufliain 1721. 

IT CONTAINS DISTRICTS. 

}. Riga, on the Buna, 14 verfis from its mouth. 
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5. Wcndcn, on the river Aa. 

3. Wolmar^ on the fame river. 

4. Walk, on a rivulet falling into the fouth fide of lake 

Wyrtz. 
§. Werro, on the weft fide of lake Peipus. 

6. Dorpt, on the river Em, or Embak, which iifaen 

from the lake Wyrtz, and falls into the Peipus. 
« 7* Fellin, on the fmall river of the fame name. 

8. Perneau,on the river of that name, near the Bakie 

Sea. 
9- Areolburgh, on the ifland Oefel. 

VI. Government of Pflcof, 

A republic, fubdued by Vaflili Ivanovitch, and former- 
ly comprized in the government of Novogorod. 

CONTAINS 9 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Pflwof, called by foreigners Pleflcof, on the river 

Velika, or Velikaia. 

2. Petchora, on the rivulet Sim(ha,falliHg into the fouth 

part of the Peipus, or the lake of Plkof. 
' 3 . Oilrof, or Ofirof fk, en fen ifland of the river Velika. 

4. Opotchka, on an ifland of the fame river. 

5. Novoiihef, on an ifland of the fmall lake of P«idzo/ 

through which flows the river Velikaia. 

6. Velikie Luki, on the left fide of the river Lovat, 

falling into the lake Ihnen. 
> 7. Toropez, on the river Toropa, falling into the Dona, 
8. Khohn, on tlie river Lovat. 
. 9. Porkhof, on the river Schelef. 
> » - 

VII. Government of Novogorod, 

A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vaffilie^ 
vitch II. and united to the Ruflian empire, 

CONSTAINS 10 DISTRICTS. 

I. Novogorod, on the river Volkofi near the lake 
Ilmen. 

8. JCreftetz^ 
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ft. Kreftetz, on the river Khlova, falling into the Mfta. 

3. Staraia Rufla, on the river .Polifli, about 15^ verfts 

fouth of the Ilmen. 

4. Valdai, on the weft fide of the lake of Valdai,^ 

5. Borovitchi, on the river Mfta. 

6. Tikhvin, on the rivulet of that name, falling into the* 

S^iafs, which difcharges itfelf into the Ladoga. 

7. Uftiulhna, on the Mologa, falling into the Volga. 

8. Tcherepovetz, on the river Schekfna, falling into 

the Volga. 
Q. Kirilof^ on the fame river. 

10. Bieloferlk, on the fouth fide of the Bielofero, near 
the river Schekfna. 

VIlL Goveminent of Tver. 

An independent principality, united to the Ruffian 
empire by Ivan Vaflilievitch, and comprized in the go- 
vernment of Novogorod. It was feparated from Novo- 
gorod, ajid was the firft government eftablilhed upon the 
new plan. 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRI^CTS,. 

1 . Tver, on the Volga, where that river is joined by th« 

Tverza. 

2. Vj^lhn^i Volotfliek, on the river Zna. 
3: Torfhok, on the Tverza. 

4. Ofiafiikof, on an ifland of the lake Seliger. 
- 5. Rflief-Volodimerof, on the left fide of the Volga, 

6. Subzof, on the left fide of the fame river. ^ 

7. Staritza, on the Volga. 

8. Krafnoi Kholm, on the river Schoca, which falls into 

the Mologa. » 

Q. Koliafin, on the Volga. 

10. Kakin, near the Volga. 

11. Bedietzk, on the Mologa. 

12. Kortchera, or Kortchef, on th'e Volga. 

13. Vefiegonflc, on the river Mologa. 

2 3 IX. Goven>- 
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IX. Govennnent of Smolenlko. 

After being an obje^ of contention^ and reciprocally 
poflTefled by Poland and Ruffia^ was Conquered by Alexey 
Michaelovitch in 1654> and finally ceded to RnOia at the 
peace of Mofcowj in 1666> 

CONTAINS 12 DI8TB|CT8« 

I. Smolenikoy on both fides of the Dnieper. 

S. Poretchie^ on the river Kafpliai falling into the Diina,^ 
S* Dqkortchina^ on the Dnieper. 

4. Bieloi, on the fmaU river Vobifha^ falling into thc>, 

Me(ha^ which difcharge? itfelfioto the Duna. 

5. Sy tcherfk, on the river yafafa>faUing itito the V olga^ 

6. Gfhatik, or 6(hat^ on the river Glhat^ falUng into 

the Vafufa. 

7. Viafma^on the river yiafma^feUingintotfhe Dnieper. 

8. Dorogobuibj^ on the Dnieper. 

9. Yukhnof, ou the Ugra^ falling into the Occa. 
10. Felna^ on the Defn^. 

II. Roftarl^ on the Oiier^ which falls into the Sofii. 
12. Krafnoi^ on a rivulet which falb into the Dnieper. 

< 

X. Government of Polotflc, 

DifmemUered from Poland by the Treaty of Pai^tion 

in 1772, 

CONTAINS 11 DISTRICTS. 

1. I^olotik> on the Puna^ at the mouth of the fxpall 

river Polota. 

2. Driffa, or Dryfin, o^ the river Drifli^, fidling into 

the Duna. 
S. Dunaburgh, on the right fide, of the P.una. 

4. Refitza^ on the rivulet Refiza^ or Rofitten^ falling 

into th^ lake liiubahn. 

5. Liutzin, on the river LiOia^ which faUs into th^ river 

Yeliki^a. 

6. Scbefti^ on the lake Sebeft. ^ 
>f;. Nevel, QU the lak^ Neyet 

6 . ' 8. Wel^lK, 
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S. Vifebflc, on the Duna. v 

9. Gorodetzk, or Gorodok^on a' rivulet falling into the 
Duna. 

10. Velifh, on the Duna, 

1 1 . Suralh^ on the Duna. 

XI. Government of Mohilef, 

Difmembered alfo by the Treaty of Partition in 1772, 

CONTAINS 11 DISTBICT6. 

1. Mohilef, on the Dnieper, 
€. Kopyfs, on the Dnieper, 
3. Orflia, on the Dnieper. 

4* Sennoi, near lake Sennoie, communicating with the 
Duna. 

5. Babinovitchi, on the river Lutchoffa^ falling into 

. the Duna. ^ 

6. iVIifliiflaf, on the river Vokra, falling into the Sofli, 

7. Klimovi tchij on the river Ofter, falling into tlie Sofh. 

8. Tfchaufy, on the river Pronja, falling injto the Sofli- 

9. Stdroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper, 

10. Rogatchef, neat the Polifli f ron tiers, where the river 

'^ Drutz, or Drugez, falls into the Dnieper, . 
\l, Belitzy, oni a rivulet falling into the Softi. 

XIT. Government of Orel, 

Once a province of the government of Biclgorod, 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

I. Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel, 
fi. Kromy, on the Occa, 

3. Mzenik, on the rivulets Suflia and Menza, falling 

into the Occa; 

4. Bolkof, on the river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

5. Livny, oh the left fide of the river Soffna, falling 

into the Don, 

6. Feletz, on the left fide of the river Soffna. 

7. Sieflk, on the river Sief, falling into the Defna. 

z 4 8. Ma' 
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8, Maloi Arkhangelik^ on the river Soflha. 
g. Dmitroflk^ on the rivulet Nerufer^ falling into Ifae 
Sief. 

10. Delhkin^.on the O^ca. 

1 1. Trabtcheflk^ on the left fide of the Defna. 
1£. Branik^ on the Defna. 

13. Karatchef^ on the rivulet Snefet^ falling i^to the 
Defna. 

XIII. Govenmient of Kaluga. 
Formerly a province in the government of Mofcow, 

CONTAINS 12 DISTRICTS. 

T. Kaluga, on the Occa. 

2. Maloiaroflayetz^ on the fjnall river Lufha^ falling 

into the Occa. 

3. Barovlki on the river Protva, falling into the Occa.. 
. 4. Tarufla, on the Occa. 

^ 5. Likhvin, on the lefl fide of the Occa. 

6. Kofellk, on the left fide of the fmall river Shifdra^ 

failing into the Occa. 

7. Medynfk, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra. 

8. Peremyfchl, on the left fide of the Occa. 

9* Mechovflc, on a rivulet falling into the Shifdra*. 

10. Moflalfl^j on a fmall river falling into the Ugra. 

11. Serpeiflc, on the fmall river Serpei, falling into the 

Ugra. \ 

12. Shifdra^on the river of the fame name. 

XIV. Government of Mofcow, 

Op^ of the moft antient arid moftconfpicuous province* 
of the Ruffian empire. Its capital, Mofcow^ built in 
1147^ was the refidence of the fovereign> till Peter the 
Great transferred the feat of empire to Pelerfburgh ; 

CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. 

I . Mofcow, on the ri^er Mofcva, falling into the Occi. 

2. Kolomna 
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2. Kolomna Mofcva^ aboat 5 \erSis from its jun^fikm 
with the Occa. 
^ 3. Branitzy^ on tbeMufcvay between Mofco and Ko- 
lomna. 

4. Podol^ or Podolfk^ on the river Pakria^ falling inia 
the Mofcva. 

5- Nikitlk, on the fame river. 

6. Serpukhof,,on the river Nara,4 verftsfrom itsjunc^ 

tion with the Occa. 

7. Vereia, on the Protva, falling into the Occa. 

8- Moftiaiflc, on the fmall river Mofliaika^ falling intA 

the Mofcva. 
d. Rufa, on the left fide of the river Rufa^ falling into 

Mofcva. 
10. Volkrefenk, on the river' Ifter, falling. into the 

Mofcva. 
ii'. Svenigorod, on the Mofcva, near the mouth of the 
Ifter. 

12. Voloklam&oi, or Volokolampfk, on the river Lama, 

falling into the Scoflia, which difcharges itfelf 
into the Volga. 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra, falling into the Dubnia, 

. which joins the Volga. 

14. Dmitrof, on the fm/ill river Vakhroma, which, unit- 

ing with the Seftra, form5 the river Dubnia. 

15. Bogorodfk, on the river Kliafma. * 

XV. Government of Tafe, 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow, 

• • • . 

CPNTAINS 12 DISTRICTS. 

1. Tqla, on the river Upa, falling into IheQcca. 

2. Krapirna, on the j^me river. 

3. Odcief, on the fame river, 

4. Vencf, on the rivulet Venef ka, falling into the 

OiTetr, which joins the Occa* 

5. Alexin, on the Occa. - 

6 Kachira, 
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* 6. Kachira, on the fame river. 
7« Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. . 
8« Tfchem^ on the rivulet of the fame name^ falling inta 
theSulha, which flows into the Occa. 
. g. Novafyl* on the riviUet Norutoha^ faliing into the 

Sulha. 
10. Bielef on the Occa. 
.11. Epiphan, onthe Don. ' 

12. Ephremof^ or Yephremof^ on the river Metcha^ 
falling into the Don. 

XVI. Government of Refan, 

Formerly a province of the government of MofeoiVji 

CONTAINS 12 DISTBICTS. 

1 . Refan, on the Trubeih^ falling into the Occa. 

2, Saraifn^ on the river Ofetr. 

5; Pron(k> on the river Pronoa^ faliing into the Occa« 
4. Mikhailof on the river Pronca. 
i. Skopin, on the fmall river Ranvf> falling into the 
Occa. 

6. RiachkjOn a rivnl^t falling into the Voronefk. 

7. Kaffimof, on the Occa. 

8. Raninburgh, on the river Refe^ falling into the Von 

roneOi* 
• 9. Spaflc^ on the Occa, 
10. Yegorief, or Yegorjef (k, on a fmall river falling inta 
•the Occa. 

 • 

.11. Sapofliok^ on a river falling into the Occa., 
42. Donkof. or Dankol'l on the Don. 

XVII Groy eminent of Volodimir, 

Formerly a province of the goy^^nment of Mofcow, 

CONTAINS 14 DISTBICTS. 

,1. Volodimir, or Vladimir, on the river KUfB^ma. 
2. Sufdal, on a rivolet falling into the Kliafn?a. 

a. Yurief 
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3. Yurief PoUkoi, on 1^ fiaaU riyer feUing into the^ 

Kliafma. 

4. Alexandref^ or Alexandroflk^ on the ri>^r Schernia^ 

falling into the Kliafina. 

5. Kovrof^ on the river Kliafma. 

6. Pokrof, on the fame river* 

7. Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river, 

8. Sudogda^ on a river of the fame namej falling into 

the KlialiD^. 
p. Viafniki, on the river Kliaifma, 

10. Murom, on the Occ^. 

11. Perefiayl Salefl(oi^ on the rivulet Ti-ubefh, falling 

into th^ lake of Pereflavl, 

12. Schuia, on the river Tefs, falling into the Kliafma.. 
|d. Ij^iirfli^tphi on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 
14. Melenki;^ on the fmall river Uufha, falling into the 

Occa. . 

XVni. Government of Yaroflaf, 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow, 

(POKTAIHS 12 nXSTBlCTS. 

h Yaroflaf, on the Volga, where the river Kotoro(Q 

falls into |t* 
9i4 Roilof, on the north fid^ of the fmall lake Nero^ 

galled therefore the lake of Roftof, commuQicat-« 

iifg witt;^ f h^ Volga by the river Kotorofl. 
S. BarifTogk^blk, on the Volga. 
4. Romanof, on the Volga* oppofite to the laft men 

tioned towQ. 
^. Oanilof, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 
(Bf. Liubim,ontheriverNegra,fallingintotheKaftroma, 

7. Pocbedkfapn^orPocbekhoQie,on the river Sagoflia,, 

falling into the Schekfoa. 

8. Ugljtch, on the Volga. 
0- Rybnoi, on the Volga, 

4 a Mychkin, on the Volga. 

J 1 . Petroflk, on a fmall river falling into the lake Nero. 

is. Motogi, on tlie Volga. 

' XIX- Govern. 
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XIX. Government of Vologda, 

Formerly the largeft of all the Ruffian European ' 
governments, as it contained the provinces of Vologda, 
Archangel, and Veliki-Uftiug. 

This government is divided into two provinces, Vo- 
logda and Veliki-Ulliug. 

Province of Vologda- 

CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Vologda, on the river Vo!ogda,'*^lling into the Suk- 

hona. 

2. Griafovetz, on a river falling into the Sukhona; ' 
S.^jtadnikof, on a river falling likewife into the Suk* 

hbna. 

4. Totma, on the left fide of the Sukhona* 

5. Velefk, or Velfk, on the river Vaga. 

Province of Veliki-Uiliug, 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS, 

1. Ufiiug-Veliki, on Sie river Snkhona. 

5. Nikrfflc, on a rivulet falling into the Sukhona* 

3. Lallk^ on the fmall river Liala^ fallipg into the Lufa. 

4. Solvytchegodflc, or Solivytchegodfk, on the river 

Vytchegda. 

5. Krafnoborflc, on the left fide of the Dvina. 

6. Yarenlk, on the right fide of the Vytchegda^ where 

it takes in the fmaU river Yarenga. 
7% Uftfyfolk, on the river Syffol, falling about a verfl 
below this towQ into the Vytfchegda^ 

XX. Government of Archangel, 
Formerly included in the Government of VolQgda> 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS. 

1, Archangel, on the Dviua, about 70 verfts from :it» 
m&iUhr 

, . . 2\ Kolmogpri, 
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t* Kolmogdn'^OQ the D^riaa. 

3. Schenkurik^ on the river Vaga. 

4. Pineg, oti the right fide of the Dvina, wliere the 

river Piiiega falls into it. ^ 
5: Onega, on the river Onega, in Ruffian Lapland. 

6. Kola, on the river^Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in 

the Frozen Ocean. 

7. Meien^ on the river Mefen, falling intothe Frozen 

Sea. ' 

' XXI. Government of Koftroma. 
Formerly included an the government of Mofcoir, 

s Two provinces, 

A. Koftroma, B* Unfha, 

• « .1 

CONTAINS 11 DISTKICTS. 

1. Koftroma, near the mouth of the Volga. 

, 2. Kerechta, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

3. Plefs, on the Volga. 

4. Kadjri, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

^ S. Bui, on the river Koftronia, where it tak«is in th^ 
river Vara. 

6. Galitch, on the lake of that name, communicating 

with the river Koftroma by the fmall rivulet Vara. 

7. Tchuljhloma, near a lak« of the fame name. 
B. Solgalitzk, on the Koftroma. 

9. Kinechma, on the Volga. 

10. Yuricvetz Povolfskvi, on the Volga, three verftji be- 
low the mouth of the Unihu. 
. 11* Lukb^ on a river faUing into the Volga. ' 

B. Provmce of Unfha. 

CONTAINS 3 DISTRICTS. 

U Makarief, on the Unlha. 

2. Vamovin, on the river Vetluga. 

3. Vetluga, on the fanie river. .^ 

XXII, Govern- 



X 



850 APPtVtitX* 

XXII. Government of Ncflitiei Novogotod^ 

CONTAINS IS DIBTHICTS. 

1 . Nilhnei NoYogorod> on the Volga^ below the mouth 

of the Occa. 
t. Bcdakhna^ on the right iid^ of the Volga. 
8. Arfamas^ On the fmall river Tefha^ faUiog into th^ 

Occa. 
4. Makarief, on the Volga^ 
6. Vaffil, on thie Volga. 

6. Semenof, on the rivulet Kerihlenz^ falling into th^ 

Volga. 

7. Ardatof, on the river Tefli> ftaJling into the Occa; 

8. Gorbatof. on the Occa. 

9. Sergatch> oA the river Piana^ falling into theSUnu 
iO. Perevofs, on the fame river. 

11. Kniaginin^ on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianofj on the upper part of the Te(h. 

13. Potchmki^ on the river Alator^ falling into the Stir^i 

XXIIli Government of Cafaii. 

Conquered from the Tartars by Ivan Vallilievitch It* 
in 1552, 

CONTAIN6 13 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Cafan, on the rivulet Cafanka^ falling into the Volga^ 
fi. Svialk, on the river Sviaga> a few verfis from its 
junftion with the Volga. 

3. Arik, on the river Cafanka. 

4. Zy vilfk, on the river Zy vil, felling itito the Volga* 

5. Tfchebaxar, on the Volga, near the mouth of the 

rivulet Tfchebaxarka. 

6. Yadrin, on the river SurA. 

y. Kufmodemianfk-on the Volga. 

8. Tzarevokokchaifk^ on a rivulet Malaia KokcHagftj^ 

failing int6 the Volga. 

9. T^tiuki, on the Volga* 

10. Laikef^ 



)0 Lfldkef, on the river Kama. r 

11; Spatk; on the Volga. 

1«: TohifzopoUk, on the Kama. 

IS. Mamadjlh^ on the ViatJca^ falUngiilto the Kaixuu / 

XXIV. Govemment of Simbirfk, 
Formerly a province of the kingdom of Cafan^ 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. -,, 

I. Simbirlk, or Sinbirfk, on the Volga. 
^* Singiiief^ on tlie Volga. 

3. Stavropalj on the Volga. 

,4.' Samara* near the junciionof tlie Volga and Samara. 

5, Sifran, on the Volga^ where it takes in the fmall 

river Sifran. 
«@. Kanadei, on the river Sifran* 
7* Tagai, on a rivulet falling into the Sviaga. • 

8. Buin()L^ on the river Sviaga. 

9. Karfun, on a fmall river falling into the Sura* . 

10. Kotiakof^ on the right fide of the river Sura. 

11. Ardatof, on the Alator. ' . ' 

12. Alatoc^ on the Sura^ where it takes in the Abator. 

13. Kurmyk, on the Sura. 

XXV. Government of Pqi^a, 
Formerly a province of Cafan, 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. ' 

t 

I. Penza^ on the river Sura^ where it receives the ri* 

vnletPenfa* 
S., MokchainjQc^ nreft of Penza. 
J. Infara/ on the river Infara, tailing into the Mokp ha. 

4. Verkhnei Lomof, on tlie river Lomof 
5* Niflmie Lomof^ on the fame river, 

6. Narovtehat> on a rivulet falliog into the Mokcha^ 
f which joins the Occa. 

7- Troitzk, on tfa« Mokcha. 

8. Krafnoflobodik, 



8. Krafhoflobodik^ on the fame river. 

9. Scheckeief^ on a rivulet falling into theL^lator. 

10. Saranik^ on another rivulet faiiing intdithe Alator 

1 1 . Goroditch, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 

12. Kerenfk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

13. Tchembar, on the fniall river Tchembar, falling into 

the Vorona^ which flows to the Khoper; 

XXVI. Government ©f Tanbo^ 

Formerly part of the government of Voronetz- 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

* I* Tambof^ on the river Zna^ which falls into the 
Mokcha. 
£. Schatfk, on the rivulet Schat^ falling into the Zna. 

3. Kadom^ on the river Mokcha. 

4. Temnikof> on the fame river. 

5. Iclatma^ on the Occa. 

6. Koflof, on the rivulet Ufnoi Voronetz. 

' 7. Uflman, on the fmall river Uflman, falling into the 

Voronetz. 
8. Lebedian, on the Don. 
g. BoriiToglebik^ on the Khoper. 

10. Morca^ on the Zna. 

11. Spafk^dA a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirffanof, on the Vorona^ falling into the Khoper. 
13« Lipetzk, on the Voronetz. 

. XXVII. Government of Voronetz, 

CONTAINS 15 DISTRICTS. 

1. Voronetz, on the river Voronefli, about 14 verfla 

from its junction with the Don^ 
^. Sadonik, on the Don. 
S. Semlianflr, on a rivulet falling into the Don. 
4. Niflmedevitzk, on the rivulet. DeviUa, felling into 

the Don* 

5: Korotoian^ 
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H. KorotoUn^ on the Bon. 

6. Bobrof, on the Biliuk, falMng into the Don. 

. 7. Birutch> on the river.Sofna^ falling into tlie Don. ^ 
8.' Olbrogofchk^ on a rivulet falling into the Sbfna. 
9. Pavloyfk^ on the Don. 

10. Kalitva^ on the ri volet Kaliftva, falling into the Dom 

11. Bogutchar^ on a rivulet of the fame name> falling 

into the Don. 

12. Bielovodfk^ on the river Derkul^ falling into the 

Donek. * , 

13. Valniki^ on the river Ofkol^ where it reQeives the 

rivulet Valui, 
V4. livenlk^ on the rivulet Va|ui. 
15. Kupenfk^ on the river Ofkol, 

XXVIII, Govemmeat of Kurik, 

Formerly part of the government of BielgQiio4» 

CONTAINS Id niBTBICTi. 

1. Kurlk^on the river Tukor, falling into the nvt 

Seim^ or Sem. 

£. Lgof^ on the Seim. 

3. RyUk, on the fame river. 

4. Pretive, on the fame river. 

5. Fatelh^ on a rivulet falling into the Svopa, 
£. Tcbigry, on a rivulet falling into the Tim. . 

7. Tim^ on the rivpr of the fame name^ falling ii^to 

the Sofna.' 

a Oboian, on thp river Pfol. 

9, Sudfha^ on a rivnlet of the fame name^ falling into 

the Pfol, 
IQ. Bogatoi, on th$ rivulet Penna, falling into the Pibl. 
11. Dmitrief, on the Svopa. 
1j2. Bielgorod^ on the Donetz. ' 
13. Korotcha^ on the rivulet of that name^ falling into 

the Donetz* 
YPL. Ji, A A 14. NoYoi 
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14. Novoi Olkol, on the Oi^i^l; r .f : 

15. Sta^o^OjQeQ^ on n r^yjer of fj^ name* 

XXl aT^ OoWriiment ot >!fovog;orod JSeverikoL 
Part of the Ukraine, oi^TLitUe Ruffia, 

* 1. Ndvo^otod Severlkoi, on the right Qiore of the 
Defna^ 

"2. 1^dga^;'bn\;he SudoQi, falHng into the Defna. ' 
3. MgUn, on a rivulet falling into the Ipul, / ^ 
' 4*. 'Stafodiib, oh a rivulet falling into th^ Sudotfi. 

5. Sofnitza. on the Defoa. . 

6. Korop> on the left fliore of the fame river. 

7. Korolevetz^ on a Vivulet falling into the Defna. 

8. Glukl|of^.w,=the.ri^e/^y^^ falUpc-yiVe^ihe Seim, 

9. KonV)lop, on a rivulet falhng into tne Seim. 

10. ^ftftj t)t^ Stfriffifk, on the' Ipul. ' 

1 1 . Novomefliflcj vn the ^fahie Tivfer. 



• ' , * 
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'  XXX. Governilneht of Tchemigof/ ' 

Formerly part of the Ukraiue, 

CONTAINS 11 Dl$TRtCT6« ' ' 

1 . Tchej-nigof, on the right Ihore of the Deftm. 

2. Ber^fila, or Berefin. on the Defna. 

3. Gorodnizk, on a rivulet feHing into the Sndf, Which 

'joins thfe Sofna. 

4. Nefliin, on the Ofter> falling intq the Defna, 

5. Romen, or Romna. on tlie river Sula. 
6. ' GKnik, on the fame riVeK 

7. Priluki, on the Udai, falling into the Snla, 
•^. Borfna, OB a rivulet of thfe fame^ falling into th^ 

Defna. • • 

9. Lokhvitza, on the riV^r Sula. 
l^/Gttdhth/Bhthei^fot- ••'''; 
1 1 . JJenkof^ on a rivulet falling into the iWblt 

'■1^ ' XXXL GovernmW 
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XXXL GoveramcAt of Kiof, 

Being part of the Ukr^iie; or Little Ruffia, was' once 
' a dachy belonging to the great dukes^ and Kiof^ the 
capital^ was' their principafl refidence. This country was . 
concjueredhy thie Tartars/came again into the jroffeffion. 
of the great dukes^ but was over-ran and poffeffed by the 
CofTacks^ under the protedlibn of Poland. 

In 1654^ the natives^ difcontented with John Caiimir^ 
king ojf Poland,, fubmitt^d' to Ruflia, smd hisive ever fince 
continued fubjedl'tb tirat empire. The vaft privfleges 
enjoyed by the natives have been gradually aboliihed^ 
and they are noV fedxic6d to the fanie ftat^ as the othej 
provinces of the Ruffi^ empire. 

* « . • • f - 

^ CONTAINS* irotSTRSCTS*. 

1. Kiof, on .the Dnieper. • 

2. Ofter, oil the Defua. 

3. Kofelatz, on the Ofter. 
4i Piriatin^ oh the Udai. 

6. Periatlaf, on the Trubefli^- falling into the Dnieper. 
^. S<ddU)tidk> on a rivulet of the fame naoae^ falling 

into the Diiieper. 
' 7. Lnbny/oii the river fiula. 
8. Khorol^ on the river of the fame name^ falling into 

thePfol. 
g. Mirgorod/ on the faiQC' river* 

10. Goltva, on the Pfol. . , . . ^ 

11. Goroditche^ on the Dnieper. 

, XXXII. Povei-nment of Kliarlcof. . 

Boasnedy mippiifoi. in t^ governmenib of Ukrania 
Slovodfkaia, 

# CONTAINS 15 Dlfi^RICTfi. 

1. Kharkof^ on the Uda/ falling into the Donetz, 

2. Tchu^ief, on the Donetz. 

A A «^ 3. Ifium, 
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&• Ifium, on the fame river. ' 

4. Woltchanfk, on a. rivulet falling into the Don^tv^ 

^. Solatchef^ on the Udit. 

6. WaIHi# on a rivulet foiling into the Donetz. 

7 • Bogodukhof, on the Merlo, falling into the VorlkIa« 

8. Krafnokutlk^ on the fame river* 

9- Akhtyrka^ on the riyulet Akhtyrka^ fisJling into the 

left (hpre gf the Worlklap 

_  * * ' 

10. Khotmylk^ pn the Vorfkla. 

11. I^ebedin^ pi> a rivulet Qlcluuik% falling into the 

PfoL 

12. S^JfiJ, on ^e rfght Ihorc of jb^ie Pfol, 

13. Miropolie, on the fame river, 

14. Nedrigailof^ on the river Sula. 

15. Bielopolie^ on a rivulet ftdling into the Seim« 

KX^m* Oovemment of Catherinenflaf, qv 

^catemnenflaf,> 

This gpverament contains the gr&ateft part of that 
lemtoiy Which was wrefted by the prcfent emprefi from 
t^ Tuiksf, and comprifes New Ruffia., the former govern- 
pent pf Azpf^ and Crim Tartary , 

It is divided into two provinces of Catherineni)af andl 
Tanridat 

Province of Calfheiinenflaf^ 

CONTAINS 14 DISTRICTS. 

1. Catherinenflaf^ on the Dnieper^ 

2. Poltava, on the Vorftia, 

S. Kreineli|x:hi^k, pn (he Dn^pqr, 

4. Elifabethgrad^ on the Ingulf falling into the Bog. 

5. Alexandria, <>n the Inguleta^ faffing into the'Dnitn 

(J. Kheribn, on the Dnieper^ about 14 yerfts lie^pw 

the fnouth of the Inguletz. 
?. Stavenflc, on the Dnieper. 
9. NoypmoikoHk, on th^ JDnieper, . 

9, Pa^pgrftf!^ 



^. Pavlograd^ on a river falling in(^ the ])j(iiep€fr. 
10* Mariupalj on a river near the fea of Azof, 
il» Bakhmub, on the river of that name^ falling into 

the DonetZf 
12. Bonetzk^ on the river Donetz. 
IS. Confiantinograd^ on the drel> falling into the t)nie-> 

14. AlexopoUk^ on the fame rivei'. 

Province of Tainrida^ or Grim Tartary. 

This feHile peninfula^ the great mart of' commerce ia 
the Eilack Sea, was colonized for the purpofes of trade 
by the Greeksi Romaa^ Genoefe, occupied by the 
Turks under Mahomet the Second^ and governed by the 
Khan of the Tartars^ a vaiTal to* the Porte. On the peace 
of Kainardi^ in 1774> it was declared an independent 
fovereignty^ taken pofTeilBon of by Catharine IL on the 
abdication of the Khan Sahim Gerai^ in 1783> and con-^ 
firmed to Ruffia by the Porte in the fame year by the 
treaty of Conftantinople. The emprefs has revived fe«*: 
' Teral of the ancient Greek names. 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS. 

1» Leykopol, formerly Achmet-fchitt, 

2. Synpheropol, formerly £lki Krim, i. e. Old Crimeihr. 

3. Eupatoria^ formerly Koflof^ or Goileye^ 

4. Perekop. 

6. Phanagoria^ on th^ ifland of Tatnan^ 

6. Dneprovlk^ on the Dnieper. 

7. Melotopdl^ on the river Melotchtiie^ 

XXXIV- Government of Caucafu^. 

Divided into two provinces^ Aftracan and Caucftlbs^ 
* but not yet fubdlvided into difiridls. 

Aftracan was conquered from the I'sf^tars^ in t5dS^ 
by Ivojoi Vaffilievitch. 

AAa i^rovinc* 
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Province of Cauqafus, 
Will cbniprife the Cuban, and all that difiriiS! to the 
caft 'and foilth, now in the poAedion of Rnflia, l)etw(Beii 
the rivers Don and Cuban, and between the Cafpian 
and the Euxine^ extending as far as the confines of 
Georgia, and continually augihetiting by the redu6lion 
and fubmiffion of the wanderii^g hordes of Mount, Cau- 
cafus. 

XXXV, Government of Saratof, . 

« , .  '\ \ . .' • 

Formerly a proyince of Aftracan,, : ... :, ; 

CONTAIN^ >lf 0»tiiidr9. ' '"^ 

I. Saratof^ on the Volgft.'^ "• ^ 
2. Volik, on the fawe f iver; 

S. Khvmlynft, on the f^me river- 

4. Kufnetzk, on a rivulet laBfaog into the Sora. 

5. SdrdoUk, on the river Seidoba^ fafling into iht 

Khoper. 

6. Petroftk, on the Medveditza. 

7. Atkar,or Atkarfk, on the river Atkara^ fftOing into 

the Medreditza. 
, 8. Balakef> on the river Khoper. 
9. Khoperlk, formerly Novokhoperfk, on the fame 

river. 
10. Kamychin, called formerly Dmitreflk> on the right 

fide of the Volga. 

II. Tzaritzyn^ on the Volga. 

XXXVI. Gavernment of Ufai 

Formerly included ifi the government of Orenburg^, 
is divided into two provinces, Ufa and Orenburg^ 

Province of Ufia, 

CONTAINS 9 DISTBICTS.. 

l.<^Ufa,on the right fide of the Bielaia, a few verfts 

iioneathvthe mouth of the river Ufa. 

£. Birik, 



fi. Bi^oft lip tjmsnBielaiah) .♦ 11 V Y./ Z 

5. Menfclipik,^Mt^^i,;^^}^J!^gn^^^ into the Ik. 
4. Bugulni^ or Bugulmiiii^ on the Bugulm^ a rivulet 

falling into the Ik. 
"5: B6g6r^lteVi/<Jh'a'rt'WkMg:>to the Saiil^^ 

6. Belebeief^ on a rivulet falling into the Diema^^bic ^ 
flows intb' the* ffiefeia. < ^ » ' -' • 

7- Stey^iamaki,i ch the ihi6ll4iY€r>St)i»tUfi^ MM^ iito 
the Bielaia. ^ '^'n; ;.;„> 

'8. ichalyabinflt, <)n thfe^^l^W^Mijap;^ ^'ji'ri, -'i'>r' . 
Q. Troitzk, on the river Ui. 

Province of Orenturgh, 

CONTAINS 4 DXfTItTCTS,.,. iyJO ». 

I. Orenburgh^on thelJrai^ forj»erIy,.the,^jt^ ^^ 

, ?. yerkhouralik, x)n th^ JJrial.; ; » n. . T O /> 

3. Bufulutzk^ on the S^a^naxa^ near tl^ rij^^Bufuli^ 

4. Sergieffk, on the riyer gi^aja, . . ,.,,..,j .{ . ^• 

XXXVII. Goverambnt oF Viatka, '^ ' 



/ \ 






^ ^ >• »-:'/o»u ;i 



Formerly a pfovihce of Cafan^, 

CONTAINS IS DISTRICTS." ' "'" ^ 

1. Viatka, fottnerly Khiyriof^'d^ the Viatka 
' fi. Slobodflt, on the Viatka. ir(lii3 r 

3. Katelnitch, on the Viatka. • -^*> ^ 

4. Orlof, oik 'the Viatka. • »^/t' . rU-.*! i^ .f 

• 5. Faran(k/on a rivulet falHngintd'thel^r^'ali 
6. NoUnflt, <EHft the Vola, Ming' ititf> t»»^ Viatka. 

• 7. GlaftrfJ'on a river falling' in^o the Vrdtica. 
B. UHhiim^ on the Viatka. 

9« Malmychj on the fame river. 

10. Tzarevofantchurfk, on the river Kokchaia; fallkig 

into the Volga. 

11. Sarapul, on £he Kama. 

12. Felabag, on the fam^ river. 
IS. Kai^ on the fame river. 

AA4 ' XXXVIII. Govern- 
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XXXVIII. GoverDroent o# ^rftv 

Formerly 8 provmee of Cafan^ 

• • • * ' 

Containft Two provinces. 
A. Province of Perm. B. IVovisiQe of CathariiiiBn-' 
burgh. 

CONTAINS 8 DI5TBICTS*, 

/ 1, Pernlj on .the Kamaj where the riirer Zegobhekha 
falls into it. ' . 

2. Solkannik, on the fmafl river Uflblkil^ falling into 

the Kama. 
,5. Tcherdyn, on the river Kolva^ falling into the Vic- 
tera. 

4. Obvin^ on the Kamaik^ near the nioiith of the Obva* 

5. Okfaanlk^ or Akhanfky on the Kama. ' 

6. Oflk, on the left Ihore of the Kama^ where it re-^ 

cmgB the rivnlet Offinka. 
7* KrafiKmfimflky on the Uia. 

8. Kung«r> on the river Sylva. 

«  • 

B. Pfovince of Catharinenburgh^ or Echaterinenburgb, 

• _ • 

FoMerly indsded in the government of ToboKk^ 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS. 

1. Caduurinenbnrgb^ on the river liTetA ncH far, from 

ili origin. 
S* Scluidfinsk, on the left (hore of the Ifiet. 

3. Dolliiatof^ on the left ihore of the Iflet* 

4. KamychlofO^ on the river Pychma^ . 

5. IrbitZj on the fmall river Irbit, falling into the Nits:a. 
6« Alapaieftk, «on the fmall river Alapeikha^ falling 

into the Neiva. 

7. Verkhoturie, on the Tura. 

XXXIX, Government of Tobolik, 

Con>prehendj3 the weftern part of Siberia, the conqueft 
ol which country, began by. Yermac Timofeef, in 1579, 

during 
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during the reign of Irap Vafiilievitcji II. was finally con* 
clttd^;beibre^the death of Feodor Ivanovitch, in 1>598. 

It 19 divided intp the two proviqces of Tobolik and 
Tomik. ; 

Province of Tobolflc, 

' CONTAtNS 10 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Tobolfk, on the Irtyfli, oppofite to the mouth of thf 

ToboL 

2. Humen, on the Tura. 
, i5. Turinfk, on the Tura. 

4. Berefof on the Soifva^ falling into the OK 
5* Surgut} on the Oby. * r 

6* Tara> o^n the Irtyih. 
?• YalutoroflQc, on the ToboL 
8* Kurgan^ on the river Kurgan. 
9* Ichimfkj on the river Ichim. 
I0» Omik, on the Irtyfli^ near the mouth of the Ooi. 

r 

Province of Tomik, 

CONTAINS 6 DISTRICTS. 

1. TomlkjOn the river Tom. 

2. Kainfc, on the river Om. 

3. Narym, on the Oby, below the mouth of^the Ker 

4. Magafeia, or Turukhansk, on the Yenifei. 

5. Yenifeiflc, on the river Yenifei. 

6. Atchittfk, on the river Tchulym, falling into the Ob. 

% 

XL. Government of Koly van, 

Formerly included in the government of Tobolflc, 

CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. 

I. Koly van, the new capital of this government, on^ 
the Oby, near the mouth of the Berda, knowii 
before the inftitution of this Government under 
'the name of Bcrdjkoi OJlfog. 

& Semipalati^ 
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• d/ Semipalat^ on the Irtyih. . .: - > 

5. Biiik^bn the river Bi, or Biia, vrhiih, hywAtitig 
with the Katunia^ forms the riVer Oby. 

4. Kufnezk^ on the river Tom, opposite to the -mocrlk 

of the Kondoma. 

5. Kraffnoiarlk^ on the Yenifei, whw it receives the 

Katcha. 






XLI. Government of Irkutzk, 

« 

The Iffrgeft and leaft peopled goveminent in Buffia, 
comprifes all the ea&ern part of Siberia,* ^from the Nor- 
thern Ocean to the frontiers jof Chinefe Xarlarj, MXkd 
from the boundaries of the government of Tiobolflb to 
the Eaftern Ocean. This large territory was gradti^Iy 
conquered and appropriated by the Rnfiians iit their 
defultory excurfions from Tobolik. •. ' 

It is divided into the four provinces of Irlqiledk, 'Neit- 
ihinflc, Yakutik, and Okotzk. 

Province of Irkutzk, 

CONTAINS 4 JDISTHICTS. 

1. Irk utzic, on the Angara, oppoiite to the moath. of 

the river Irkut. 
9. Kirentk, on the Lena, sbpve the mouth of the Kt* 



renga. 



5. \Ni(hnie-Udin(k, on the river Uda, falling into the 

Upper Tungufka. 
4. Verftinei-Vedinlk, on the river Yecla, fiJling into 

theSelenga. 

Province of Nertchinlk, 

« 

CONTAINS 4 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Nertchinlk, on the Nertcha, falling into theSchilka, 
Sw Doroninflc, 01^ the Ipgoda., > 

d. Bargufinfk> 



I 



3. Bargufinik^ on the river Baxgufin^ falling into Ithe 

lake Baikal. 

4. Stretinik^ on the Sdiilka; ^ 






t - • 






'feroTince of YakwtHf, 

CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. 

1. Yakutikp ^^ the Len^* ^ 

2. Olekmittik, oi^ the Len^jTe verbal, verfts abow tho 
mouth of the Olekma. .,»... 

S. Olenik, a town to be erefted on the river Olenek; : 

4. Schiganlk^ on the Lena^ about 800 verfls from Ya* 
kij^k 

5. Sachiverfk, on the Indlgirka. 

' Ppovince df OhotzW, ' 
coiShfAiNs '4 'districts. 

• • , ' 

1. Okotzk, on 'the mouth of the Okota, falling into a 

bay of the Eaftern Ocean. ^ . , 

2. Ichigiiilk, on the mouth of the river Ichigina, fal- 

ling into the baj of Penflnna. 
• S. Aklanlk, on the fmaU river Aklan^ falling into the 
river Penfhim.' 
4. Nifhnie-Kamtchatka^ oh the river Kamtchatka. 
about 30 verlis from ii» moatiu 
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No. 4. 

SI N p B this volume was printed^ the Reverend 
Mr. Smimove^ chaplain to the Ruffian kgation in 
London^ has pnbliihed a Survey oftht RudHdn Enqnre j 
which enumerates the governments as in 179d> and dif- 
fers in a few inftances-^from the geographical divifions 
formed in 1782 and 1785, which are given in this vo^ 
lume* 

The Ruffian empire is divided into 

I. The Northern tLegion^ 
II. The Middle R^gmi« 
XXL The Southern Region. 

%• The Northern Region containa the following 

. Governments : 

1. St. Peterfburgi 
.12. Archangel. ^ . . 

3. Olonetz. , , . 

4. Vyborg, or Wyburgh* 

5. Revel. 

6. Riga. ' 

7. Pfcov. 
8^i Tver. 

9- Novogofod. 

10. Vologda. 

11. Yaroflavl. 

12. Kofiroma. 

13. Viatka, 

14. Pirme. 

15. ToboUk. 

IL Thf 



. t 



II. Hie !MiddIe Region c(»itoms : 



i ■• ' . .■■..,. 



» • 



16. Mufcov. 

17. Smolenlk. 

18. Polotik. 
19^ Moghilev* . 
^•. Ikbemigov^ 

21. Novgorod Siereriikoi. 
S2. Kharkov. 
«3. Kourlk, 
S4. Orel. 
£5. Kalouga. 
£6. Took. 
. £7- Biazane. 
fi8. Vladimir. 
£9- Nizney Noyg<Mrod* 
50. Kazane^ 
31. Sinbirik. 
 S2. Penza. 

33. Tambov. 

34. Voronez. 
jS5. Saratov^ 
56.. Oufo. 

The hordeg of Kirghis taifacks. 
57* Kolbjvane 

35. Irkoutfk. 

The KouriUkie iflands. 
Thie Aleoatifke iflands. 

III, TTie Southgni Region contains : 

39. Kiev, 

40. Ekatherinoilav. 

4 1 . The province of Tavrida. 

42. Habitations of the Don Kozaks. 
4$. Thp govemmeat of Cwcafus. 

Manj 
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Many, of -the new territorial ^mnfitiojus p^ade by 
Catharine, ^he Seconc)^ were not formed 4nt6' regular 
governments at her death. Thefi^ acquifitions confified 
of the diftriA of Otchakof,,ihofe parts of Poland which 
were difmembered by Rullia J1793', and 1795^ and Cour- 
land. ! 

Paul made fome alte'rations .^u th^^governments^ 
and particularly bhange^"^ uie name of Eka^erinoflav 
hito New Ruffia, from antipathy to his mother. He 
likewife made feveral changes iix the laws and admi* 
niflration^ which have been'fince abrogated by the pre- 
fent Emperor^ and the whole empire, is again modelled 
according to the ordinances of Catharine. 



* 
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No. 5, 



ANECDOTES OF i^lNCE POTEMKIN. 



I AVAIL myfdf of thi# new Edition^ to give fome 
anecdotes of this extraordinary^ man, who governed 
Ruffia wiih. no lefs defpotu; aiiiiiority than Menchikof 
or Bifioa. . Thefe anecdote;^ I colledled in the cburfe of 
iay travel^ in Ruffia ; but withheld them from the pub* 
Uc, dciring the lives of the Emprefs and Potem&io. 

..ipRJEGOJ^y .Al-EXANDROVITCH PoTEMKIN^ WaS de- 

((0etfd6d> from an antient and noble family, feated in 
tills provijaoi^, of Spaofeniko; at an early period he 
^ftteri^i i^to. the army, and;, at thje revolution^ diftin^ 
guiiWd htmfelf ftna^ong the partifans of the emprefs^ 
He iignaliBed hinifelf under maribal Romanssof, in his 
oatntpaign egai»ft the Tutfcs, and was deputed by count 
Peter Paniq, to deliver the keys. of Bender to the em-r 
prefa, when i^.eapitrtlated to the Ruffians in 1770. Be- 
fore this peri^,.Potemkin ^Se&ed ft violent paffion for 
the emprefs, and in the private audience, when be pre-' 
jested the. keys, made a declaration of his attachment^ 
with fttch warm 'expreffions, and wild geftures, as feem-* 
6d< to indicate Ahat love had deranged his intelleds. 
Ga;th««rine at this time fafcinated by Orlof, was not toucH- 
ed by thde nvacks of paffipn> though fbe overlooked 
and forgave them ; yet they operated to his advantage, 
when Potemkin was afterwards introduced as a favou- 
rite by AleXey OrJof, after thedifmiflion of his brother,, 
with a view to countera<ft the cabals of Panin and 
^ • Romanzof. 
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Romanzof. - Potemkin continued to occupy that poft 
only fifteen months. He received the ufual order to 
abfent himfelf from court ; butfoon afterwards contrived 
to regain his political influence^ though he was ccnn^ * 
J)elled to yield to a new favourite. 

Froni that period^ he maintained an afcendancy over 
the counfels of the emprel% and at hi^ .will, introduced 
anddimlfled the fucceffive favourites. During the favour 
of count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counter- 
balanced by his. influence^ but, on his difgrace^ role 
fuperior to all controuL 

He was perfe<5Uy acqsainted with the temper and 
difpofition of the empreft. In his intercourfe, be affe6i« 
ed to indulge a great fpirit of independence^ returned 
only laconic aofwerstopages written with her own band, 
and governed her, no lefsby remoi^ftrating agavnft her 
weaknefles, than by adminiftering to her paffions. Qe 
gave aftriking proof of this fpirit on the dei^of lianikoi. 
The empr^ls wasXo affeded with the lofs of this fevom* 
rite, that (he funk, like Elizabeth, on the death of Eflexj 
into a ftate of defpondenoy . 6be flmt herfelf up ia Iier 
apartment, admitted fcaroely any one into her prefenoe 
but the fifter of Lanikoi, and fed ber melancholy, by 
wifiting the totnb which ihe had ereded to his memory. 
All bufinefs was fufpended. At this crifis Pptemkin 
arrived from the Crimea, and remonftrated againft her 
weakii€fs,,in fnch ftrong terms, that fhe bnrft into tean^ 
and complained to Lanfkoi's filler of itis har(h and nn* 
feefing condud. His importunities^ however, finally 
prevailed ^ and one evening ihe fuddenly quitted Zar- 
ikoe Zelo, and repaired to the capital, where her grief 
gradually fubfided. Catharine never forgot Potemkin's 
firanknefs; ihe frequently declared her obligations to 
hitn, who alone ventured to roufe her from her defpon* 
dency ; loaded him with higher honours, apd repofed in 
]m\ additional confidence* 

His 
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His lionoufs, titlesji and . employmeuts, ex<jeeded in 
i:iumbf 1" aud diftinclion thofq ever before poffeffed by 
a. fuBjedl: to enumerate them \xc>,uld qc^vpy-no lefs 
than two or. three, pages, I . (hall therefore confine 
mjf^lj* to. hb priacipal diftinftions. He was. dignified 
with all tbe; Rjujlian orders of knighthood, and the prin- 
cipal oi;der,s of Prjaffia, Sweden, and Poland. He was 
%Jt<:|-^ai:f^i^, commander in chief, ,anfl inCp^<9;pr-gene- 
rid,Af»a41 thp Ruffian forces, colonel of Abe Prcobafliin- 
iki guards, and of three regiments of cuirafliers^ grcna- 
dte|:j^ 9,nji dragoons, and prefklent of the college of war.- 
He,,.v*s, graijd adn^ira.l;of the Euxin^ and .Cafpian, 
grand, hein^ar^ of the Coflacs, and governor-general of 
^ the pr,p.vmoes ..of Ekalharineflaf and Taurida... H<i wa« 
aljDo.cjre^Jted a prince of the German empire. 

His.aeven^es .w^ve-adej^uate to his dignities. He 
received during his time, of favour large eftates, 
4md9/OO0,O9O roubles in. money; he was lord over 
40,000 peaijants in Polifli TRuffia, and ^,000 in RufGa; 
be ^lad a penfion of 75,000 roubles, and. 30,000 for 
his table. Being confiderably in debt by lofles at play, 
he took an advance of his peniion for ten years; but 
Tya^ gratified by the eraprefs. with the. continuance of 
his falarv. 

Yet this unparalleled income wc^s not adequate to his 
unbounded expences. Duiing his campaigns, his march 
was conftantly preceded by an Englifli gardener, and fix. 
hundred helpers; they formed a garden in pur ftyle^ in. 
the environs of the fpot where the tent of the prince was 
pitched, even if he continued only, a day. Walks of fand, 
or gravel were laid out, aud decprated with borders ofv 
flovvers ;, trees and fluubsof all forts and fizes were ti'anf-, 
planted ; and ornamental buildings imitated by tempo- 
rary wooden ftru6iures ; if his' flay was protracied the 
withered trees were removed, and replenifliedwith fi^eflx 
jplant^tjpns^ If the adjacent country produced no wood, 
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ihrobs and limbs' of foreft trees trere conveyed from a 
coniiderable diftance. He porcbafed an enormous quan^ 
tity of dlkmonds, with which he not only omaineirted 
hisdrefs; but frequently amafed himfelf with arranging 
tlieni in various figures^ and tofling them with a child^ 
ifli fatisfa<5lion from one band^to the other. He lavifbed 
immenfe fums on his numerous miftreiTes^ and expend* ' 
ed fiill more in buildings, which he never inhabited^ 
or never ufed but for the purpofe of giving tnagnifieent 
fetes. 

One of thefe galaft, which he gave on hts return frcm%i 
the conqueft of Crim Tartary, in his Taurian palace, hf 
minutely defcribed in a foreign publication, wliich is 
copied verbatim by the French biographer of Catharine 
the Second, and hterally tranftated in the Engfifll ver- 
flon *. The defcription 6f this jRcte feems to ^edife tJie 
extravHgs^icies of an Ori^rital tale/ 

To fupply thefe expences, and gratify his paffion for 
amafRng riches, he dfe\V tipon the l^reafury for fums to 
an unlimited amount: atiduotl^ of his drafts Were ever 

He died at the cloft of the iftoccefsful campaign againft 
the Turks, and during the negotiations for peace. He 
had been fome time (lightly indiipofed, and prefaged 
his approaching death. At the congrefs of Yafly^ 
he was attacked by an epidemical diftemper, which 
he increafed by every fpecies of excefs and intem- 
perance ; iri his journey from Yafly to Nicolaief, hi» 
fever rof6' to ' a crifis, he was feiz'ed with a violent 
dionc, alighted from his cai'riage, and throwiiig hicnfetf 
on the gt*6und," expired in convulfion^. The eniprefe 
was at firft much affedled miti his dfeath ; hut footi te^ 
covered', and fceihied pleded' with her etnancipliCi6fi» 
from his iniltience. 

* Almanafh hiftoriqiic et gcnealogique de Berlin pour TwA^fe 

1790. Cafteia'i Vie dc Gatlwriat H. and Tookc's Life' oT'Catlia- 
rihe ih ...!'■ 

Potemkim 
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PotemkiQ was clumfy in liis perfon^ bat of herculeaa 
fize and ftrengt^. A defeat in his eye, rendered his 
coantenance lowering and forbidding^ wad .his firiib 
^drefs was not only aukward and emharraiTed, but 
even timid and diiliint. In mix,ed companies and with 
gangers, be was iUent and referred; but with thofe 
5vith .whom he was intimate, he was affable, cheerful, 
und iflidulg^d himfelf in mimicry and fercaftic raillery, 
in which he excelled. .In routs, bails, and lar:ge focie^ 
ties^ he wa$ frequently feeu ftanding ifolated from 
the company^ abforbed in thought; the involuntary 
gefture9 of his body, marked the reftlefsnefs of his dif* 
poiition, and the agitation of his mind> which feemed 
IabouTii|kg with vaft proJeiSls. In fad he was fatiated 
with pkafures, and miferable becaufehe had no enjoy- 
B^nt left to defire, and eveiy thing to apprehend. ' 

He was not fatisfied with his hjigh . honojurs and 
exalted iUtion; but was perpetudly forming fcheaies' 
of diftin^tion and aggrandUement. He was folicitous 
to obtain the order of the garter, and felt extremely 
di£»ppoiated that his appUcation did not fucceed« 
Through hia^infiuenoe, however, a treaty was negotiate 
ing between Great Britain and Ruffia, by which M inorca 
was to be ceded to the empr^fs ; and the whole artillery 
^ud fiores, which were worth near a million fterling,were 
to be jrislded as a gratij^ cation to prince Potemkin. In 
return^ the emprefs was to fend feveral fliips of the line 
to the aififtanoe of England. This negotiation was in- 
terrupted by th^ capture of Minorca. At one time 
ho aQ>ired, at the inftigation of the court of Verfaillesj 
to be faofpodar of Moldavia and Wallachia ; at ana* 
ther, by the fuggeflions of the king of Prulfia, to be- 
came dttke pf Courland ; and by the Houfe of Auftrili^ 
he was perfaaied to afpixe to the throne of Poland. 
All thefe fchemes^ rapidly fuceeeding each other^ kept 
him in a continual fiate of relUefii agitation. 

He vas extremely attached to religious ceremonies^ 
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partic'ulfirlyto tiro pomp of 'fhe Greek church, and tva^ 
well veirfcd'hi ecclefiaftical matters. Wherievei-dHcdn* 
tented with the court, or vexerl with the cabals' Jigainfft 
him, he cxprefFed an intention to retire, and aff'eiiftiS an 
Tnc]inatit>n to become a monk. ' • ' '' * • •' '■' - 

The room in which he received compamy ^adne?ft'tt> 
•his bed-chamber, contained' a billiard-tabfe, arid wa^ 
ufually crowded by perfons of alf ranks and nutions. I 
have fccn at the fame time thie principar minifte'rs arid 
generals, noMemeti of the higheft diftinAidri, ar^ms*^hd 
mechanics ; Englifh, French; <5ermans, Swedes, Danfes; 
Perlians, Georgians, Turks, Calmucs, and Tartars; 
Chefs-bcrards arid back-gamrfion tables were fcattered 
about the room, and the company engaged in' different 
gumes, as their foncy fuggefted. He uftially ditied at 
three, then retired" into his bed-chamber, to take his 
afternoon nap, and when he awoke, made his appearance 
in this room where the company was aflembled,' fomc- 
times full dreflcd, at other times m his robede charabre, 
and flippers, and occafioiially even without ftookings. 
He amufed himfelf by overlooking thofe who were play- 
ing, or in talking with the company, prineipail^ with? 
foreiaincrs or aitlfts. 

o 

He treated thc'Ruffian nobles with great haughtinefs ;* 
but was attentive and even affable to foreigners, wheir 
his firft referve was worn off. In his own houfdiold he 
was kind to his fervants, and would not fuffer them to* 
be beaten, according to the eiiftom of the country, 
though he was aware that he wa^tbe worfe ferved for; 
this mild treatment. 

He was ihigularly voracious, as well as capricious iti 
his appetite. Befides his ufual riieals, in whidh 'he de- 
voured indifcriminately the nioft commbri as* well as 
the raoft coitly difhes, he was ^»ontinual?y carting fmaH* 
pates and bifcuits, of which he had* i confttot 'fupply 
placed even «it bis bed-fide. 

Pisifig 



' t'flialti^bte ^djf' at Barxin-' Satberiarid;s, ' (Toilet- banfee'r; 
And a member of the Engliflv fa6fery, he was' fo ihicK 
pieced Wiim ted 'oTbceT, that Tia^deftfea^lf^tferii^in^ 
a^r; ' With'«ie '^^^Wter dillt, *knd c^Mifg' knife~ and^ fotk, 
mi^l Be Tdtiir'^'to KiiUpal-t^entfefMni*^ palace! 'Itf 
t^^s r^giSarly flei'vfed dt hfe'talfle; akyaced'orf a JTitfe- 
Bbartfni' 
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day^^ aTid'pteifefl^thcHe wfio'vffited him to partake of the 

* '^He was\ftfature arid hat)ii;e^trl^»ie!j?''hid6lerttVana 
often neglecfted' this liloft Itrittort^t bufifiefs*; bat when 
rthafefl to exertion,"' Kis atSivrtj was sis remairlt able as his 
flipifienefs. ' l^fS foiiietnnefs'ftartfed from his luxurious life 
alt^Peterfbuygh, and with fcafcely athtoment's notice, tra- 
velled like a courier, night aild'rfay;'ni'a*conniioh kibif- 
ka ; in thefe journies he aiopted the food of the Ruiliaa 
peafants, particularly the blaek-t|read, garlic, and falted 
cucumbers, until he reached the place of his defiination, 
when he re-affumed his cuftomary mode of living. 

He was fond of wild and expenfive fchemes, and wa» 
always furrounded with proje<Siors^ who continually 
duped and deceived him. 

A proof of his fingular and whimiical dlfpoiition ia 
ihe condu6): of the ihoft important affairs, was commu- 
nicated by a perfon prefent at the following fcene. 
Sitting after dinner at Karakrim, or Old Crim, in com- 
pany with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians and Englifli, 
Potemkin faid, ^^ let us ballot for the capital of Crimt 
Tartary.'* Taking up a rofe, he laid a leaf in one 
place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming ^^ let this 
be for AchmetfchH, and that for Batcheferai ; let every 
one put a leaf near that to which he gives the prefie- 
reuce, without alleging a reafon." All did fo, an4 the 
pripice, counting the leaves> found the majority for Ach- 
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nelfchit^andbe faid^ ^' let^bnijBtfchit be Jtbe cap jul/ 
and it became the capital. ' . . 

He warmly encouraged commerce ^nd m^nufadures, 
was tbe great patron o^ leamijog^ and particularly; 
prompted Greek literature. Qe poiTefled . a quick 
cooi{)rel)enfiott« and furprUinji men^prj ; his Icnow-* 
lcd|j;e of books was general, though fifperficial; big 
reading was principally ceofined to the French belles 
lettres; and tranflatioDs of the cladics^ poxticularly Plu^. 
tarch, a>id to Ruffian authors on religious oexemomies; 
but tbe information which lye drew from perfons of 
eminence in ew^ry profeffion was. prodigious. 

A weU«drawn charad^r of this extraordinary man by 
M. de Segur^ French enibftSador at- Pe|terfburgh> is 
given IB Caftera's Vie de Catherine 11^ ] ft edition^ ux^ 
in tooke's iranflatiooj vol. UK p. 326. 
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